 Liast Falls.
Historical Society

The East Falls Historical Society
invites you to a meeting and lecture.

Thursday, December 5, 2024, 7:00 PM

(With a short business meeting at 6:45 PM for EFHS members to vote
on officers and by-laws changes. But all are welcome.)

“The Typhoid Fever Menace and the Queen Lane Reservoir”

By Steven J. Peitzman, MD
President of the EFHS, Historian of Medicine

At the Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd
3820 The Oak Road

" YPROID FEVER 1S BERE”

Here are a few facts about it:

1. Typhoid comes in early spring. Big rains wash waste matter
GUHEL or into sewers. Many sewers’ empty hiloRiie
lake. We drink the lake water.

2. Typhoid is caused by a germ which lives in water or milk
and on damp vegetables. The germ never flies in the air.

3. Boiling water and cooking food kills this germ.
How to avoid Typhoid:

1.0f water reports are bad, boil all 5. Wash your hands before eating.
_ drinking water. ? I 6. Never eat food that has come out
2. Humﬁl(nudy‘t;!;ebmﬁmwm. sick_room. "
Keep it there ive minutes. . . 5
3 Cooleall vegetables before using. ;;""‘"‘*:"’f"":"’"‘*m
4. Keep your fingers out of your you don't denowiahetylo di
‘mouth. ASK YOUR WORKS DOCTOR:

@

As the 20t century approached, Philadelphia was not done with
epidemic diseases. But typhoid fever seemed always present, though
more lethal in some years than others. It was known to be transmitted
through water or milk contaminated with a particular bacterium. In the
1890s, no antibiotics existed. Water supplies in American cities were
polluted with industrial and human waste. Scientists and engineers
knew that a basically simple process - sand filtration - worked, but to
apply this remedy to a whole city’s water supply would prove costly.
East Falls at least already had a reservoir built in 1894-5. All we needed
was some sand and a lot of money from city councils.

www.eastfallshistoricalsociety.com eastfallshistory@gmail.com



http://www.eastfallshistoricalsociety.com/

