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Bo~n October 3rd 1836 . 

Held degree of A. B. and A.M.-

Partner of J ohn P . Ellison & Sons . 

Secretary for ten years , of Roxborough Lyceum. 

·_e·nber of Board of Trustee , of' the Lyceum , for 20 years . 

President of Roxboro ugh Lyceu."n . 

One of ~~e organizers of tile Roxborough Inclined Plane Railway 
Company in 18?4 . 

Secretary of that company from 1870 (? ) from time of formation 
until some time after 1891 (?) 

Baptis::. of denominational f~i th . 

~ Of the Roxborou@ Baptist Church he was for teh 
year s Cl erk , 2~ ye8ra Treaaurer and for 2? years the Superintendent 
of the Sunday School . 

Public School Director for 3 or more te rms . 

:!arried in January 18?9 to ljiss Adelia R . Tibben , daughter of 
John 7i bben , of Roxborous;h2 !father of two sons and 2 daughters . 

__ _ .. _____ _ 

Sec Sa.-nucl Breck i n Biography of V:'illi a.rr. c- a:v in Torr in reference 
to ~weet Briar. 

Perry vr . LeveJ:Olng Presented plot of ground for Ra.xboroucrh Baptist 
Ch~ch . 

WilliRm Camac ----a governor of the Schuylkill Fishing Company . 

·W . c. H~ilton---in reference to Paper making. 

James Willard Will marth- - - author 

Y!illiam Franklin Dixon , Paper 1 aker , Manayunk Pay Bridge . 

\
1:iJJiam Lincoln Donohugh----1"anoyunk Sentinel. 

John Vaughan rerri ck----Jremorial (St . Timo tl .1 ' s)Fospi tal 

Charles Valeri us Fa 1ner . Manufacturer , born in Phi 1 delphi~ , 
January 13th 1 ?9 , being the son of Phili p Hagner and grandson 
of Frederick Hat;ner , who emigrated to the United States from 
Germany in 1 ?4 5 . Bo tl1 bi a i'a ther and grandfPther were prorJinen t 
citizens of Phi ladelphia and served as commissioned officers in 
the RevolutionarJ. \'/ar . 

Chnrlee v. Hagner receiVed his education at the University 
of Pennsylvania and corrJnenced his business life as a clerk in a 
merchant ' s ~~fice . After about a year spent in tr~s position he 
entered his father ' s (drug} mi ll at the Falls of Schuylkill , and 
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remained there in a eubordina te position until 1817, in which 
year hie father retired and he assumed the absolute control of 
tLe business . 

In 1820 he bought a \mter- po' er r ight at ranayu:nk , of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, re oved there , and erected a 
mill adapted to the reanufacture of oils , end the grinding 2£xx 
n:upx and powdering of drugs . Before this time all this work 
had been done by h·nd , exclusively, witil pestle and mortar , and 
to him belones the distinction of being the founder of t.."le 
system of powdering drugs , by machinery. He success fully in tra
duced the improYement a1d notwithstanding much adverse criticism 
brought i t to n recognize d and ac~epted standing and for many 
years held a monopoly of t his whole trade. 

In 1823 he added to his \'!or s , a fulling mill, and c.aused to 
be made a nUJnber of po\'!er looms, for weaving sa tinets , which were 
the first power l oOl1S ever used in Pennayl vania for weaving 
woolen goods . Th!P.s he vmr: also t.lle pioneer in the introduction 
of looms, and his establishment became the birthplace of the 
vast woolen manufacturing industry which now(1891>) sends forth 
j ts busy hum, not only along the l)anks of u ... e Sc'1uylkill , nut 
throu hout the entire Keystone State . In 1838 his factories were 
burned down , he then left ... anayunk , and in the following year 
took for the pur}?ose of his business , the old Lnncasterian School 
buildin , which he fitted with every possible appliance for 
the grindine of heavy drmge . 

He established the 1st Post Office i n l!anayunk and kept it 
running for several years by his o\m individual efforts . 

He was com;:1iesioned by Governor '\'eire , as a ·.:agistrate of 
l'anayunk , and it was throu.,., his efforts , that the first stage 
was run :.i:nx1:1x~xmm be tween "'anayunk ~nd Phi ln. delphia . In 1832 
during the cholera epider.1ic he exerted himself manfully for 
the ouffere re . 

He was interested in public schools througr~ut ~~e State 
and did much to increase their efficiency. He died , on Mount 
Vernon Street , Phil "del phi a , i:n 1877. 

He \';'as the autl:on of " Tl(e Early History of The Falls of 
Schuylki 11, J~anoyunk , Schuylkill and Lehigh. ··a vi a tion Companies, 
Fairmount Waterworks , Etc ," an intersting rE'cord of 1nen and customs 
of bygone dnys . 

---------

• 
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Josi!ah Linton--mD .. r r ied :.bit Hovember 29th , 18?7 to Hiss Kate Heft, 
secofjd daughter of J acon D. Heft , "'anayunk paper manufacture r. 
Home on Rochelle Avenue , erected in 1888 . 

William Ring-----Roxbo ·ou';h Inclined Railr,'lay. 

Joseph Miler Adams----11i£'sahickon School . 

Anthony Deaves Levering. Civil War , Roxboroukh Lyceum 
Roxborough Horse Railway Com1)any . 

Rudolph Schiller \lal ton "Hi tner l1'nmil:y" "Marble Hall " "Barren 
"Hill" , c tc . 

Fc!ward Ha.ueh Ringold Cadet Com:pany of Manayunk--Ci vi 1 ;rrar . 

Daniel Weimer :Bb1ss i nger :Born in Falls of Schuylkill Oct . 28 1843 . 

Joseph U:ile~'~ : 

Civil Vl< r 
~ncersonville Prison 
C l"3tom House 
Eastern Pentitentiary 
Roxborough 

---·----
Pay Bridge . 

Robert Roberts Shronl< : Vlho for the past few years (1891) has 
represented the "Public Ledrrer" in · anayunk di '3 tri c t as reporter 
was horn om Friday october 18th 1844 , in the Scott -·~nsion on 
Ri dee Avenue , bel ow Q.ueen Lane , Falls of Schuylldll , being the 
sec oncl oon a~d child of Duni el and Eli ?.a ~etr (Roberts) Shronk. 

On hiA father ' s si de he traces hie desct:)nt frou'l the noted 
fisherma!"' of Fort St . DaV~d ' a , no tile Falla of Schuylld, 1 was 
origj_nally called, Godfrey Schrank , \ hoo\med the property on 
,idgc Road , opposite Powers & Weightman ' a factor , and resided there . 

On the river front of his property he ho.d a valuable shad fishery . 
I e used the old epellin of the name "Schrank" . 

Hee maternal ancestors \7ere IToh.'l and G ner Pugh P.obert•, \"ho 
came to this country wit! a /e)sh colony in 1 682 , from Eala , 
1 erionethshire , ···olee , and settl "'d upo n a tra(!t of land procured 
from~ illian Pe! r . in ·:erion . John Roberts and Ganer Paug:b , 
afterwards beca ., ? ttached to each ot J.e re < nd were the first to 
be married in i.he ancient Friend ' s Meetine House , e.t Montgomery 
avenue and :W.eetine House Lane , Lower I.erion , and subsequently 
settled at Pencoyd , then uritten "Pencoid"• '!':be old homestead 
still stond.s and is o ccupied by their descendant Geor e B. Robert;a 
president of "'~he Pennsylvania Hailroad Company . Godfrey Shr ank 
di ed towards ~1e l ater part of the thir:t:tes and is buried with 
scvera J of hi~:~ farlil\4 in Hood' s Cemeter;'y Germanto\ n , wbich was 
known at that time ao) t The St runee1· ' s Ceme:. tery". 

Robert Roberts fihronk , after a lir'li ted schooling , began 
work when less than 13 yef1rs ol d i n Simpson ' c silk handkerchief 
print works , o.nd Gubsequently worked in various depart'11ents of 
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tr~e calico print works . Afterwards, he le:.::.rned tl1e trade 6f 
~.r:i.:JIJ:tlot painter J which he w a obliged to give up on ac~ ou.."1 t of 
his healtl" . I n 1873 he wao appointed a. letter carrier~~n the 
latter '~"'art of that .vear bee .. e t e Falls of Schuylkill corre
sondent of the :.:anayunk "Sentinel", over the no~ de plume of 
11 0bservor". T!lis was his first attempt at VIri ting for newsp.pers 
and he continued with the SeP tinel until l87?, when he accepted 
similar position •;ith the nchronicle & Adverti6er" and eu-er s::k:mllt:Jt 
since his \:eekly letter has appeared in t! .. at p:1per . He also 
contributed to various publications. He h·s been a mamber of ~~e 
Falls Eaptist Church since June 1863 and is a strong adherent of 
that faith . In 1881 he accepted a position ofsecular instruction 
in the Eastern Penti tentiary, and was afterwards made Li brnrin.n 
i n that institution , from which he reaigned in 1882. 

' 

He was marriec.l in 18?6--CentenniaJ year-- to Urs . Emrn.a 
V . Story---nee Shoer>:aker-- a. dau~hter of the late Jesse ard •·ary A. 
(Vlenze11) <Jhoemaker . R. e is a dco0endant o"" :·1a:elotte :Jet. \•!ho 
rode f1"0 1 Kensine;ton to General Washington' o headquarters and 
r:1ppri13ed hirri of the plot she h·~d heard British officers make , in 
her father ' s ho11e , on his ( Washine;ton ( s) life. 

'T·e hu.s one child, a dau5h .. er , lTettie R . Shronk. 
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James Shaw---:...ill on Gcotts Lane . Born in He; York city , 
Dece ber 12th 180? a~d \ta!3 t.l1e sone of Tho as <Jhaw , who \'las a 
na. ti ve of 1 akefield , England and x xxxx served us a captain of 
artillery i·1 the war of 1812 and died in 1836 . 

J ames Sh w L~ remov d to Phil·delp:ia when quite young 
and learned the business of woolen manufacturing. In 1832 , he 
star&ed in business for h i self in Ger 1antown , w: ere he remn:!.ned 
until 1835, when he went to · ranayu k · nd started rnanu.&'a.cturing 
in t e D.."l.r r ch :-ill, on tbe Canal oppo"'ite Center St , In 
partnership witc Peter Erben . Partnership dissolved after about 
12 years . Shaw cortinued alone , malcing broadcloth. 

After a few years to ag:in removed, this time to the Fallo 
of S~1uylkill w1ere he had a mill on Scott ' s Lane . w:~ch he con
ducte until his final retire1ent in 1856 . 

7 

Shaw was married in 182? to Mine C<ttherine Foster , 6'f Encrli sh 
birth. Phe arrived here in 1819 . The couple had 4 sons and 4 
daue;hters . 

nr . Shnw died in J'l'an·lyU!1k Feb . 24th 1885. aged ?8 i-years . Ilia 
wife li v d until 2 years later. 
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-
Givin ' ~ - ---- - Civil \'far 

John Ri checrr Jones Civil \lar 

Robert rraurice Laycocl • 

Born August 8th 184? on Center <"'treet Hanayunk . 

attended Green Lane p ·imary School 
Voved to J:i 11 creek i (1 1861 
Mar ried llov 18th 1869 , . to :"'iss Domicilla B. Gille spie, of 
·anayunk. 

:'armed it' father unti 1 18?2 
Farmed f'or hi1 eel f un ti 1 lr?? 
Purch sed new route in :ranc..yunk, in }'eb 18?7 from Samuel 
Bowker and followed that bu3ines until 1884 when he eold out 
to Robert Lees . 
Aug . 15th 1884 wuG appointed Deputy Collector of I nternal 
Revenue, until Adrnini strati on ch~ged in 1888 , r.esignincr 
1Jy request , on June 15th , the let Democrat removed in Philadelphia 
un 1er Presi dent Harreion ' s ~lti:xxx regime. · 
School dire"tor in 188~ a::-~J served for 3 years. ~·al:!ayunlc correspon
dent of :.: e 11 Re co:rd 11 havinB formerly , un er the nom de plume 
of 11 bob 11 and 11Kcocyal" furnisr "d nur!lcroua sketches for the local 
paperG, the Norris town Register• , !Iathoro Spirit , New York Sund, y 
I!ercury, ~e,.1 York '1port(;'mar. n" ' +.:.• e Lanadale ;1eporter. 

(P e 7) left of~-) 

I 
I 
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1!anayu~k T;'rce l.i 'hrary on G-reen La.ne • 

I.i ttl e -ktii neye Around Phil; delphia , by Geo r e :Bar ton. 

":n~.,·~Jr , F. oxb~E\l& Fal],..s-01\ S chuyllQ~?:tery folL ..L __ ~"'Ci'r-LCA 
1885 (Typtritt~uscript.)__...;;-- t ~.M; IJ '-~ 

Interesting Facts about 'fa'1 yunk and Roxborou"" ( Type ri tten copy) 

Early History of -·anayunk, by ChCJrles V. !Ta ~ne - ~'l'.fped CO"'J, ) 

Jo.tn Kelpiua (Charles Vlidr'lsn Collection) 
·"'an yunk , Rox' o::rou.el nd the Levering F· .~.il.f) same collectior. 

John Kelpiuo , t."Yle Hermit of the \Jissahicl~on by Abraham I-1 Cassell 
973- 03:t- --K295C Univcrnity of Penna Library 

The J .. everinO' Family . 

Roxooroug· \7.he I Was a roy . 

Hif1torical Sketch of ~~ .. am.~yu.."lk---

Ti1e ''issahickon---- -from the Phi l ad.elpl:.ia Press . 
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"'hen Hoxborouf.h. w s .t'irst settled CCI not lc.Kx nov be ascertained 
ou~ it was shortly after Phil·delphia w a founded . The 1 r e P 
ofT' omaa Holme ' s , 0 urveyor ~e!e~nl to illia Penn . pub-
lishe in 1681- 1682 does not 1..

1 i'""'ting ish t."le section of the 
country now known as Roxborou '' , by any narae, but it is merely 
divided into eleven different "'",.:·~r::ts a d on each one is to be 
seen the nmne ool" the patentee 1 to whom such tr· c t h·•d been 
grz nted ·,y Willia~n Penn . 

Th c nru .. e!J G>f these pn. ten tees, toge t11 c r with the number of 
acre a culled for, by tl P patent, is · s fol lowe : 

Robert Turner 500 acres 
Richard & Robert Vica::::-is 445 " Joi1n Jennett 200 II 

Philip Talmun 200 II 

Franica Fincher 500 " Jar:tcs Claypoole 500 " 
Sn- uel Dennett 2<16 II 

ChaJ:: le l1 Hartford a'Jout 400 II 

Richard Snee 334 fl 

Charles Jones 400 " Jonas Smi tl 500 II 

Total 4226 acres . 

?he l'ioneer cettlers \ere the Cooks , Holgates, Leveringr-l, Righters , 
Ri>t tenhouaes, Rolle sons and \To ode . 
Tl' .. e firRt permnnent settler of vil·1o, satisfactory in..,or11ation 
has been obtained was 1.Vig:~.rd 1 or ,,/ishart Levering . 

Yigo.r · Levering made a purch· se from Francis Fincher . The greater 
.... art of anayunk is built on ti'1is tract . It co 1. enced at Levering 
Street, on the east , ex*ended to I'ountain Street, -.vhic'1 \7aS Ripples 
Lane-- -on the west , fro the Schuylkill !'i ver to the present 
Wissahickon Avenue . For this plot of ~round he paid tl1e very 
handsome sum of 1 68 pounds sterli~g. 

The lo~er portion of Manayunk was bought in October 1692 , by 
Gerhardt Leve ,:in[" , fro·n John Jennett , 100 acres which Jennett had 
pur~.nsed from T· lmun . 

Wigard LeveDnc liv d to be 9? years old. 



Entrekin 

Books in Manayunk Free Li 'brary on Green Lane . 

ROXBOROUGH , WISAHICKON AliD IUNAYID~K 

in 1891 

Published by Georr e J . Kennedy , 
Viissahickon . 

Pen and ink sketches of the more prominent mx» 
citizens of the 21st ward. 

Preas of Clarence Jacoby--1891. 

INDEX. 

Adams , Joseph ll 34 
Allison , Albert C. 55 
Boone, Tnomas S 56 
Bowker , George C 57 
Bowker , John 87 
Bunti~g Ross R. 12 
Bussinger , Daniel V! 45 
Camac , Williar. 10 
Camas , \'' . Masters 12 
Cantrell, Frar.cis 1g 
Carn:any , Cyrus P ?0 
rrnristie , James 88 
Custer , David D 59 
Dennison, Robert E 28 
Dixon , \11illia'!l F 17 
Donohugh , Willaam J 21 
Donohugh , William L. 23 
XXXak±H, William G 78 
Foulkrod, John J. 85 
Fussell , r-i 1 ton H. 20 
Gi vin , .A. • W. 6 3 
Givin , w. I . 61 
Hagner , Charles v. 26 
Hamilton W. C. 13 
Haugh , Edward 43 
Jenks, Thomas 110 
Jones , A. Ell~ood 94 
JoT-es , Horatio Gates 1 
Jones , John Richter 65 
Jones, r . L. 56 
Keely , Oliver S. 92 
Keely , Samuel s . 50 
Lang, John 98 
Laycock, Robert M. 69 
Levering , Anthony D 39 
Levering , Perry Wharton 8 
Lewis , William H. 3 

Linton, Josiah 
"T ellersh , Alfred H 
Merrick , J . Vau&han 
Mi l es , Joseph 
h itchell, T. llason 
t:oyer , John B. 
1 oyer, George S . 
Nixon, ::tartin 
Nixon , Willi run 
liixon , '?,'i lli am H . 
Pester , Matthew 
Rine , Williarc. 
Ripka, Joseph 
Rudolph , S . A. 
Schissler , A.J. 
Schneider , c. c. 
Schofield, Sevil l 
Shaw , James 
Shaw , Thomas 
Shrank , R. Roberts 
Si bl)al d , James 
Sobernheimer, F . A. 
Stephens , W. B. 

. Strader , Jol1n J. 
Tappen, George 
Todd , ,.'illia.rn C. 
Torr, Willirun S . 
\":allace, David 
Walton , Rudolph S 
Wilde, Isaac 
Will~arth, Ja~es W. 

29 
36 
24 
48 
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72 
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82 
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Addresses of People who can fu rnish 
information for historical Articles . 

C. A. Runolph, West lianayunk 

Joseph E . J . :tcGee 43? Paoli Avenue "Ri verson s" 

Mrs . Harper, S. E. Corner Green Lane & Pechin Sts 
(Father ' s dmary old records Refered by 
Miss Shoer .. aker of Steu. en's Library. 



C. A. Rudolph r o te e on J'ianayunk J.:i lls . - ~arc!. 3ls t 192? 

:Qavi d ~.allace 1 s Textil~ milla , lo;.er e1d o f ,.anayunk near Schur's l anE! . 

'.!.'len :r·ert and Ogle's mill . 

Seville Scl ofi eld ltill a t Lock Street 

Arcl:i 1)1:' l d Campbell ' o br ick mill , 

Inquirer Puper :MillG, mmed oy William G. Harding of Phila Inquirer , 
now owned by one of tl1e younger I~cDov:ell ' o . 

F"Et ner' s Drug lUll Cppo site .lnnayunk !Tt' ti onal Bank . ~uilt about 1800 

Jooeph Ripka ' o mill---the f i rst dye works in"' annyunk . 

At a strike in Ripka ' s mill , when one Tony Ker n wac a "boss " s p i nner 

I 

, nd ave his synpathy to t:1e mill ,ovmer , the strikers par aded tl e otreeto , 
r-i i nc , 

"Old Tony he owns D houoe , e 
01 · Tony he owns l ands , 
Ao far as ve con Q~derstand 
He ' s at J~e RiPka ' s 6omrnand. 
Oh, rise up ye Spinners·1 
Don't let you r courace fail , 
If Tony Kern goes i nto work , 
Vle ' 11 ri c.e him on a r a il . " 

Arbuckle n .S t eel ' a mills O. K . 

Jiu \linpenny 1 s \'Jarp Hill . 

t ..... te 'ay. 

Nc.xt above w· s Bolton \ i !"!penny ' s textile mill -
s ~ """"" ' ,.,g Jlll.W& "0 ( rf.-1 nM-').,...Jj ~ } 

nell:: on I ills inste!")d of \'Jhistleo , hours were ~truck upon t!.tJ!'!l as the ~ 
watcbmen I:!: de their rounds . !t 'as easy to tell when one of them had been 
r,:i:xRmc as l eep , a ltLoudl he woul d often llave an xi:riici: alibi that lle "had ._) 
b en lookine af te r the boiler fires" . 1... 1 __ -vifL 1 )+ ,(2~ 

·~ - O~il"'~ 
ll1l ri can oo. Pul p Co. 1863--- L Thlbree---first c1 e. ically treated wooer I 

pulp in America , on t1 e t"a!ld Commons . TJ ey took tl e pulp to Sp=ine; City , 
or .oyersfo rd , where it VTas made into pa:per , at ~heir paper mills there. 

Finour wao the orininal owner of Ni xon ' s and supplied the paper for the 
Public L dger . _ ~.., ~ 1) ~~ '( r;f~ 



C. A. Rudolph Notes : :i!arch 31st 19 2? / 

1'lli am F . Dixon 78 years old . (A bro thert of John \'! . Dixon, \7ho i eld 
28 p~tents i n ~-e paper making industry) 

Former president of the 21st ~lard Board of Trade . ( ~ 
Representative of the 21st ~ard in Common Councils many years aeo .~ 
Pre ent secretary of ~ e 88th Penna Volunteers , tnat organized at Cacp ) 

Ptokely , 
rresent Cor'mli tte man of !=omes for Odd }i'ellol'o. 

A re p;ular at.ten 'ant at Rudolph'"' "Temple of Knowledee" ir: West 

Jacob Heft, a \·i a'"·ru1it:'!kon Creek miJJ owner, wlo a lso owned , at one time 
aJ 1 o-f' the \1i coalli ckon "urnpike and maintained several to 11 gates along 
th~t thoroftre. 

m1cn pier for new concrete Pennsylvania R~ilroad bridce wac being erected 
in .... irkmire' s marble yard, at Gree. Lane and J:ain street , it was necceaalY 
to ''ke c;.ui te a 1 rge excavation . At a depth of 26 feet the workr.1en foound 
a battered relic of the old Indian craftsm·nship in copper cup making. 

C. A. Rudolph secured possession of the ieee of tw±~ted copper and upon 
res! pine it to its orig~nal contour it repp~eents a most interesting 
eX} ibit of the aborie:nes handi-~ork . It is a copper cup, .some 4 inches 
in depth and about ? i nches in diameter , ~nEnxmxn%pxrl~xiinx its side 
and bottom sea"lls being peculiarly dovetailed and then tinned or soldered. 
Tl e entire in '" i · e o "" the cup i s also t i nne , • 

Mr . Rudolph also E' o ed .me " l Pr3e piece of native mica, a·aout 3 inches 
Xl!IXX.2 square and 2 inches thick , !O~'lletmht irregularX in shape that one 
of his g1~ ndchildrcn Lad pi~ked up near the old R dolph home at the end 
of tL.e Green I,ane bridge. 

'l'l e 1 ost of the "Te;nple of Knowledge"nmt h<· d a core from the teo t borinc; 
of the new concrete otructure that is to be erected. It was cut out by 
the use of a diaJ.aond drill , that was. uniquely equipped with a pair of 
claws tl at lifts the core out of the hole that h"a been cut . The engineer 
had bee instructed to bore down to bedrock and then to pierce ~ e rock 
for one foot. It is the core of the rock , one foot long and 2~ inches in 
diaT!leter that I held i n my hands . It wac t~ken from the \~estern shore pf 
the c:ocl uylkill. 

See George Ru.mey o n Hinutes of ·:ar. yunk Volunteer Fire Conpar=y , of 
whicl: James Ogle rras Sec!'etary. Tile · ook was a.l'lded down to a ma!l named 
ffi1runk and ~.c to George Rumney 's father. 



Simon :U:aPlfle:y , tJlib kept the 1hull! .. 

Simon llarkley , who kept the Valley Green Hotel , on t e issahickon 

in 1860 , as an advertisement~ d di tributed the follow i ng: 

"Now , :mine friends , I got so lading , mit you I vioh to !lpe;~k , 

Yuot take a ride up der · issRhir.kon Creek, 

Der firet blace you atop, i s at der Hall , 

Und der you see mine friends der I.i ppens ' a 11 . 

Dr next bl ~e you stop is at der Lo· Cabeen , 

Vou ee t o b± b rs and one ba~been . 

Den ou erose de!' re<i bridge straight , 

Und if you are not very late, 

You follow up der crooked stream, 

Vot br ou straig~ .. t to ""alley Green , 

U nd Simo v lke owit und gents vtlk in, 

Ir d r you ~ct, ""omedi 1 sv eet und 'et , 

• 0 t yo ~ ff to EUC'{ stick to get , 

It k ou f cl !'!Q ize u d fitie , 

y ji ot' .. u t t .. e plac to recline , 

De you oe out , und looks 'out , 

t.: d lot of 0 ts , tied to d r floato , 

You y p i r v ter , by jine. it vor tJ: qu· rter , 

yo co b ck to er s' ore , u 1 • et four or "iv .L'rienas 

11 t ou vill .. a f.r to r y J 

I J ot i ... alley Green you'll ef r t·' II 
0 • 

ore , 

,, 



• A • udolph ' s key of the Ri veraon ' r. . 

The '8 iveroona v;erc the Ui ttenhouaeo , 

Dr . Rnnso 11 wac JtLtkBx Dr . John Conry , ~ 

Proi'ecso:r Car l wac John · iohop, of Bishop , l{elly and \/h i te ; a cho ir 

singer in C~estnut Fill and afterwards at St? John ' s i n 

vanayunk. 

Hovmr d ' o Pnper ~'ill was 

~ . Grace he sayo 
I 

this-a~ Jones-Ea~ did n ot practice l aw to my know~dge . 

~· A .ip6J>t.) 0.. 1 

'" 



l!arcf. 19-192? 

• 

Noteo on \.issahickon Creek . 

100 Steps started at hotto 1 o~ Her.mit Lane . 

On "t-Ile hei ghts above the ~oot of the l ane are three 

peculiar mounG.s and farther back trom the creel:: t~:ere 

i s a fourth . T:hese a r e either old graves or !night 

possible have been "'lo\.er beds at the. time sone old 

house was in the vicinity. 

Great Bend of the \71 esahickon- -::tt junction of WisooJ1ickon 

Drive and Lincoln Drive . ~. 6n t~e East side is 

what \a::. known in 1826 as ''~.i'aehine ~on ' s Rock . On tLe 

western point is what James K. Helms and tl:e writer n~lMed 

"Point Lookout" . 

?laple Sr ·i '1?: i a t..lle :fir at glen a 'bove G-y:psey Lane on the 

Drive side of the xmxx creek. 4~~ 

\7i llia·n Leoni daa Spri ng!:, is opposite the Log Cabin Pavilion. · 

It was presented to the Park 1)y the heirs of ·!illiam 
I I 

Leo"1i dna ~~~ an old her11 L~n therer , who fommerly fre'luentai 

the place and ·7ho afterwards became very weal thy. 

T:~e Arrow S:r_')ring, i s al•ost at the junction of the 

Creek Drive ana Lincoln Drive and gets its nane from 

the fact that o~e of the stone~ ~ among 

those t::a t were r)ui 1 t to be uti fy t: e spring io markei 

ni th an nrrow and th.e date 1 ?33 . This stone wao take 1 

from t:1e old house connected \7i t2'1 the Ri tte'1l:ouse 

Grist mill whir.h s ood gillose to the f'churs Lane brid£,e , 

which v;as distroyed and replaced with t.lle present Blue 

Stone bridge . 

Garnet Glen i s on the Bridle Path side of t!.c creek , 



}//" See :>atio __ _ l:=~~==== :Day 2nd volume 

J"' .. /J Lau~el ·:ill Ce:.1etry ;ntrti.ne . 

~~~ A picture i 1-;t~~;-- -- c rved "".L'Otn an inci ::lent t:1at l~TVe Sir 
"\ ~ ,, 

~-JJ immortalized Robert Pattieso. , of Scotland , under the nane o~ ~ 
'·alter Scott, ·:t name for one of his novels , in v·hich he 

OJd :rortality. There is Old :-ort· ... lity , with the an:iml''l that 

carried t.t"le i ple en ts, stan ing ')y his side an' Sir lal ter 

Scott standing tal~c · ~ to hi.:1, Ylhile he i~ renev1inc tl1e 

ir::"'cl'i tio1 or. the tomb of so e old Came ~onia.n x.~ he~o y;:1o fen 

in the t·ara of that land. 

Ti'urther ro tes from Laurel Hi 11 Cemetery officials.! 

The grou:r, knovm as Old l"ol·tali ty, is a companion 

:piP-ee to tt:at of nri'am- o- S' a!lter" Tihic:1 is in Fairmount Pa.rko 

They ·were corved by a '·r . 'J."'r.oja , :::t. Scottish scul tor , 
in Scotland and brought to this country '"~rd. origin~lly sl ... own 
in .:eYi York City. 

"Old J.:ort· li ty" vas placed in Laurel Hill cemetery 
in tl e year 1837 . 

I n "Smith ' o Illustrated Guide , o~ Laurel Hill" 
written by R. A. Smith , <:md :puhlisl.ed in 1852 the \7riter found 
the ~ollowine information : 

"T'.aom ' s celebrated statues of Old :...ortality , His Pony and ~ir 
'.~alter Scott. , gt'ouped under an ornanental temple , situated on 
rising ground , iJm:·tediately OJ>posite the entrance . 

T ese statue"' re \'ell worth a Vi!';it , l)eing exq".liste 
specimen of art . That of ~il' 'alter Sec .:t , the only one \i e 
believe ext nt , representin the great no·r<.:liat in modern costume 
is suberb in design , executioti and fini ·l_ . 0ld J!ortali ty and his 
pony , a study in thenaelves , are also ri c~1 in ex-pression and 
pictural effect . -

f t.J1ese figw.·es , t.J.a t only of the Old Pilgrim ,.,. s cut i . 
9co tland by .,.r . "':1om. , the origi r1al pony having been brol·en to 
fragments in re LOYi g the group f:ro!'!l the city of ·;ew York to 
,-e ark, r:hile the :Jtatue of' Si r . Walter Scott ex.hil)ited in London 
_:Edi,..,burgh anu.:-ew York , ·was only a plaster c· at. Subsequently ' 
,. r . ::.'hom_._ hav~ng purch. sed ? valuable quarry ne r the cit) of 

etlark , -e':: Jersey, t1e stone o: \hich is ch ir"bly adopt ... d ~or 
- onumental scul tu.re, as V'ell as f'or archi tee tural pur oses , ener
ally, of'fered to complete the e"()tire group for +..he r,a~rel ihll 
Cemetery , a spot ir1 which he most ardently desired they should 
be permanently located; and to dispose of his rights to the 
ce et~~Y Co pany , 'hi ch ·;J:e corpcrati on re:.t i ly c cce ·e · to . 

J.r I. 1 ter a~1d the quadru. ed a1·e t' erefore -c...t.e • ro duet ' 6 ~f 



of rates on L2.ure1 1a11 a d Old ::or tali ty. 

t. e artist's c' :."'el fro A erica:r. ~""c!'le . :!or. trut' fully the sculp 
tor s e bo "ie • ~'rl.e at1t.'1.or 1 " .:escription c~n be seen by the 
follov-.i pass:. ~e o"' the historical t:->le of ''Old ··o:::-tali ty"; 

"An old man \/< e seated unon the r:J.onur'lent of' one of' the 
slaughtered Presbyterians , and busily e1 loyed in deepening 
u:i: with his chisel t ~:::letters of the ins~ription , whiG:h , 
announcin in scriptural language the promised blessin·s of 
futuri tj to be t.:.~e lot o.l!' the slain, anathematizecqg the 
murderers \i~~ corresponding violence. A blue bonnet of 
unusual direensions covered th~ u~uy hairs of the pious 
\.orkmen . liis dr ese was a large old- fashioel.;. coat , of t..'le 
coarse cJ otl1 called "hoddin- eray", usually y;orn by the elder 
·1e~sants , wi tll \ · iatcoat and breeches of t'1e same; and the 
Hhole suit , thoue;l: still in decent repair , had obviously 
seen a• in o'f' long service . Stron~ clouted shoes , studded 
with ho nails and "gramoches 11 , or 11 l egE-;ins " made o" thicl~ 
black cloth , completed his equip:nen t . :Bes:Lde him, feel among 
t~1e eraves , a pony , the companion of his journey , whose 
extre r.e v/hi teness , · s well es its projecti ng bones and 
1 ollo,.l eyes , indi,.o"'"~d ite antiquity . It v. s 1 arnessed in the 
most si ple manner , \lith a pair of ·cranks , a hair tether , or 
halter and a "sunk11 , or cushion of strav.r, instead. of bri<lle 
and saddle . A canvas pouch hung around t"1e nee·~ of the 
animal , for t:~e purpose , p::·obably , of containinG the ridl3r ' s 
too l s , and anything aloe ~1e '.·o·,lcl have ocn..,oio.1 to ctrry 
'Hith hi • Al thot',) I havene-v-er s e en the old man be-fore , yet 
fro 1 t!1e sigeular i ty of 1 is emplor ent and t..~e s t.;le o:f 
equip"'ge , I had. .110 Jifficul ty in recogni z ing a religous 
itinerant vrhom I had often he rd t· lked a~ , ar.d \'ho was 
knovm in varia us parts o-r Sea tland by the title of Old '"~ort-
li ty. 

'here the- an w s 01: .. , oj_· what his r e 1 na"!le , I have 
never been able to learr. , ror a r e the motives vl'lich ral"de 
him desert h i s home anc ; c,o:J:;t the erratic mode of life which 
~e pursuef , kno~n to me . 

::ost :peo:::le be lieve he ;;·..,s eift;he::o a nat.ive of :rrl::tk:Bxx:the 
county 0f Dwnfri ec; o f' G:llloway-- - - 11 

Pe rsonal inspection 8 - 26- -1926 

Old "ortality sits upon c coffin , or tomb , hi" horse nearby 
\'/hile Sir '\7al ter Scott l eans uuo a gravestone , with his 
-::: igh t h·>nd upon a cane. • 

ThelegP of the :ron r are sadly decc.yine and this ,.<]s expl' i:ned 
by ~ r . Proud nLo det.1iled t.he com::_Josi t i on of sandstone , of 
which the statues are mad.e , and th~ action o-"' ti:e dry 
air upon tbEs class o.l!' stone_. !·r . Pround said. ," that whi l e 
the "T..un- o - S.h.a..nter 11 group w s ir better con eli tion t'1is 
\ ~s due to the fcc t that it ... , ..... s in an open shelter , subject 
at timP.s to da"TT.pness nd rain, which prevented, AS in 
the C' se of Old '·or tali ty , \':'hi1Jh is too closely sheltered, 
the dry 1·ot , which h' o att eked the - ... urel Hill group . 

ACC 

Get book c~lled "BY'.":"ays and ~oulevar C:S 11 at n' ... narnkker ' s 
by F ancis. Bu~~~ B~.andt 

n I e ry if o l.t'U!ar uu1 .u ere 



·ro tes on J.J<.'..urel Hi 11 

The 3rd and Co aten Street line of oruhibuses leave tl1e Exchange 
every 8 minutes for F""ir ount , where it A2.cces i mrn.ediately 
KK connects 
o~ Coates street v:i th Bender and \"r igh t 1 s Schuyl kill boats for 
:·ount l1le~s~nt , Laurel Hill cemetery ,nnrl. ~:an~yu."'lk etc . 

T'.ne s te -"-)o:J ts 11Frederi ck Gru.ff11 with Captain \':illiom :' . Cline 3l:ld 
w.~ashinr,ton" with Captain H . ! . Gr een run to and fron :~ i"r'lnol.mt 
to I aurel :·i., 1 , the I•'alls o·" Scl uylkill and l:.anayunk every lour 
duri ~e t.'fle .:... ... J . 



yttr;e //2 . ~ 
~ /. / the firot /' ~ ,....-- - '? '/ I 

and i o tl.r{ glen where a/little footbridge c arried the pa t lu over/ 1.. 
a tiny stre· .• / / v 

Kelpius C· ve ic just belo\7 the home of "!ajor Tho as -~artin , 

secretary of t::te :"ai:-1ount ?.ark Commic"'ion , and i~ in what is 

known as Her mit's Gler:. 

Sergeant \~ i llian Farucr , for 35 years a park guard along the 

Creek . Q.Jr~~ 

l!arch 22nd 1927 . 

In oearch for 'qiveroon Cave , ?ir . Hell1e , took me up t:1e ne\7er 

~ridle pa~L on ti:e School l ane ci e of ~1c creek to a point 

150 :feet east oi' the Hermit Lane r)ridge , where \Ve fou..Yld a 

shelving rock, 8 or 9 feet above t he patl], "ith an openinr; 

above 30 inches in hei..;htL , into which we crawled and with 

the aid of flashligh ta explored i te deptJ1s . The en trnace 

chamber extends back about ten feet -and turns a s:1arp right 

anele to the right , into another cl.;,1.mber wi:ich i s :)robcbly 

15 feet in le11eth . On account of the lowneoG of the ceiling 

we were unab le to see the end of the cavern , which continues 

for some unknown depth . The cave has apparently been :fll.llcd in . 

In many ways i tx answers ~1e deocripti on of t.he cave in "The 

River son's" , inasmuch , s t1 ere is a huge poplar that extends 

heavenward, h~lfway up the hill above tLe road. There is also 

a s:.nall ctree:u of "f"ater tri c~~ling do\.n the roc~ , but a slit;ht 

drip insi c'e , but i"l more volume out ide . Juot above where the 

cave is loc ted , i!3 the old creek road and 'or1lnc:ilint: off from 

it can be traned t:1e li neo of the old Cherry lane . This i o in 

clo!'Jc prxi.mi t. to the ol a "Greenwood :'"ill" , t:'e m;-sO!'ry of' which 

can he seen farther up tl e bank . 



3 - 22- 27 The belt of Orion was very distinct this evening , about 

nine o t clock , us we wend eel our way back from 11 The River -

son Cave" , as was a l so L~e Great Bear and tLe Li ttll 

:Bear. The . .,.orth Star Y!ar1 in it"" a~customed pla ce and of 

littl e brilliance as usual . 

The b:md: s:pri:1g in bt..ck of Lthe Loe Cabin .Pavi lion :lace 

was noticed. -ror the peculi 1.ri ty it h a s of opurtiuhs and 

sJowine up , then spurting agai n . Th e re i s pro'bably a 

small h ole , or well , i n back of the wall, which fills 

and t hen c:pills over, the water slowi ng up a s the well 

fills again . 

T'ne 'flat ~o~1struct " on oft· e :a:cc! o'f the Ilenait Lane 

Bridge wao oh8erved and we le -=trned that i n its erection 

the arch was twice washed aWfFY , because of a rise in the 

\7ater of the strerua. This wa finally overcome by the 

e l'lc:;i neers , spreading out the ahut:men ta , 'Wlhi ch r..1alces a 

very flat arch inti e 'rid6e. 

...u.-v I 



c. A. Rudolph no ten: Z 3 
Davi s Brothers--vo l unteers from ~nayunk. Left WeEt Manayunk without 

a r mo , during Civil V"ar. The absence of arms as they drew near the 

battle front i n r;out:&ern central Pennsylvania , irope &led some one in 

the company to remove the coupline pin , fror:-1 the train and the 

fo ·ward part o f tLe tr ~ in went on l eaving tbe ca r with the lo cal men 

behind. T_.ey were assigned to guar d duty at Carlisle while that town 

w, s a f :hre . The Davis brot .. 1er o namea were Ferdinand and Benjcunin. 

f"!a lleti shanty waahed r-way in frshet , oi' the Schuylkill, in 1869 --0ct 
and 

4t1 , /to be ex ct . it wao on a nonday. At the smne time a 

broke loose, v1i t:. a boy upotl it, and went teari ng down the 

The river was a raeine torrent and the boy lost his ,life. 

The mill, e t thw weot end of the "Pay Bridge" was originally 

Ashland Dyev,ood ~~ills and afterwards the paper mill of Eeff , R;\ldolph 

and Dixon. It ~as i n this paper mi ll that they used to se~l 80 r eams 

a day to William Si ngerl y for the H1ilr delphia Record which was at 

tl at t i rue located at 3rd and Chestnut Streets . These ranayunk paper

m41kera a l so auppli ed ilie f irst roll paper for the ecord . The first 

one,turned, out,measur ed 4~- mi l es . 

4-'l'l~~~t:/ 
·r . c. A. Rudolph}\is tl:..e son of Rudolph , and is the father 

of ~ldren and 27 .q;r andchi l dren . He i s a most i nteresti ng chnracter 

\'lith t wi de vari e ty of exper ienceo ·nd is an~ omnivorous 

re· er. He ho l ds the degree of LL D. fro_ LaSalle College and is at 

p·esent studying medicine, not for practice t but eiu ly to have a know-

le dae of the subject . 



BOOKS I H STEPEEHS LIBRARY. 

li"Jllllf "Hies Shoemaker's Clippings" 

Containing 

11 A miecelleaneous Collection of Facts in t he 

vi cintiy of M"anayunk and Roxboro ugh. 11 

Levering School a~d its history . 

A history of Manayunk Schoo ls , 

S tephens Library 

Fi1'st Presbyterian Church 

"The Needle", 

Clippi ncrs of 11 Sccaff " writings . 

The Hills and the l:ille. 

Roxboro ugh True t Company, 

Robert Shrcnk's writings . 

Valley Green . 

Miss Kelso , Li brari<nl of 1~anayunk Free Library , 
hns in her po~·seesion the filea of "The Hanayunk 
Sentinel " 



ROXB0ROUGH l O~~S . 

C a:-~es Thoni son J ones------371 Gr een Lane Roxborougn . r:}J.. 

A !i~ineai des cend2nt of Charles Thomson~etary 
the Continental 8on~reGs . 

~~r • .Tones h" n in his uo~session a snu"'f box which ..,-as presented 
to his ancestor which-was present d to i by the ~embers of 
t'1e Co t ental Co.1gr ess . At the t i me of t· e Centenni a l 
Ex osi t::. on in 1876 'li'r. Jone ' o f· ther h d the snuff' box filled 

\ ith t'l~;; finest snuff tLn.t could be procu::!:·ed and when Preoident 
G"'ant was pl .... tir.g a memori~l tree in Independence Square , the 

ox w· s tende:~ed l:i· '"'n he , vli tll Don Pedro , the 'Empe rer of 
Brazi l , e: ch took a :L~ch f::om tJ1e historic;-1 rel i c . 

J.l}:le n·eneral ' s coi;'U"ussion , o·r one of ·•r . ,.o1.e~ r:ncestors is a l so 
i'"' llis possession ~ '' S~ ~~'' 
~ e spoke of Leveri Yl;ton .... otel---at Hidge Ave c1d Leverin~ton Ave . 
,..o..,. Oi'med , I beli~r~ by :-ohn Gai ser . 

It \ · s originally k1·own s 11Threc Tuns Tavern" a!'ld was buil t by 
• il l i:.m Leveri~g iP .. 17 39 . 
Re ode led by Tathan Levering i 1780 , p"'soed lliXOt:x::a::fx in to the 
h' n s o-" Horat.io Gates Joliles---a .:1inis j:er of the Gospel- -·:;ho 
sold it in 1858 for ~5800 ~o Rn1old Hiley . ?ne property at its 
1 st r-ale 1):::-ou(")lt 17 5 , 000 . -E:-

RICHPRD HARDI NG DAVI S . 

DAVI S GRA"TDPiillEl"'TS v: 0 J\.F.B P..LSO BURI~"J I'T Ll~\,..,.,Ril~GTO·:r C~.rETERY 

:David --: . D:'.vis-- -:Tov . 9th 1852-- (ins,ori~tion on gravestone ) 

and ,.., • ")avis wife of D. ~ vis ---no date 

t ese are in the very extre,ne southeast corn .. r of tr~e ce .etery ovri:fe " 
his 

------- -- - ------------- Sto ... e of I,CD reads 1834: - -1904 11 1d 
L . Cl~rl;:e :n viEl , ~~':e father of Richard :-rardine; Davis w s ori i Plly 
buried tear h i s parents in the "outhea~t corner , but was late r 
moved at the request of h i s wife , Rebecca Harding Davis to a plot 
near tl e rear center of the cemetery . ::zrs . Davis vras la. ter buried 
in tris .spot ~nd here it is , ~...;lso , that Richard Har ding Davis 
lies , in an u:n.arl:ed grave , benea:th a lone pine tree • 

Ch rles Tho· :!_)SOn Jones , t1 e foreL ntioned old. til:e resident of 
o ">orou · rcca1l ~: ~v-·n e e 11Dick 11 Itl."'r·s co. e to th ce etry , 

'i t;h his father L . Clarke I:avis , to visit the greves of his 
· ·andpar• '1t"' , .:r. · v·:·1ile the father bueied hL self in lool:ine after 

t:r.e Et:1~ve s , 11 Di ck 11 would sit upo. the wa:::..l , \'!!: i ch for.:1erly 
r'"n alo~ · , '"artin Street side o f Lcverin ton , c;azinr, wi tl 
~ar - see~ r; eyes , out accro s thA v·lley of tle "i'3Qallir.kon , al\oyo 
J.t see'leu , to be thinki or some distant subject . 

Robert K.ely Ceret ·: r of ce.,ctery . 

· . D vic ' s brother . 



~~ 
A L18GE B-~ U""" ) IlOO \: Ir '.fTir. PO" SESSIO • OF 

oward alcolm Levering , .1.43 Har on Road , RoxbGrough. 

---------~;;;;;-~;;;;;;~-;;;:;~;~- - ------ - ----:;~ ~I rl7" 
HISTORY AtD GE':t!iALOGY . ~~ 

by 
cor.o·mL JOHr LEVEP..I"TG, of L2fayette , Indiana . 

v'1o as an Associ te of '.~ic tori§ Institute, or Philosop .• ical 
Society of' Great Bri tian; Comp2nior. of t.'h.e 'l-ili tary Order of 
the Loy·l Legion of the Uni +ed "'tates; Author of Personal 
Recollections of the ar of ":e~:h.:llion; etc; ~ .. ember of the 
-ndiana Historical Society ~1d of the Indiana Acada~y of 
"'cience . 

The bJok r-as published by The Levering Historical Association . 
It is~ volume of appro~imatcly 1000 pages an' was published 
in 1897. On the :'itle page is the family coat of ar.n1s, consistii c 
o I' shield bee=ring,fiE: one over each other, three running r bbi ts , 
or heres. - enea t tr_e shield a~e th!'ec VJords : "Duci t ~"'~nor Pa t1·ie " 

-- --------~------~ 

A prev: our-; volt11ne called 11 '.rhe Levering Family" was comp:Led and 
s: e d. in t.1c ycCJ.:.~ 18 58 , by Hor~ tio '!~ tc~ J cr. r; , o ~ ?.o · 

.... 
..... T """ ..... _ e c • 

One of the Leverings - ---·::.ry- -Gf the fifth gener:ati on , , of 
Roxborou{?",h- --is credited with o1·e than 400 lineal descendants ; 
Aima Catherine Frey is credited with 400 , '".!ae;dalena Tennis r!it.h 
~50, and A~elia Sh~emaker ~i~'h. 1 , 100 . 

DOOa:X:S:X The h:isto::-ial feature of the publication of 1858 \ ., of' 
loc· 1 annals only and quite li i ted in t'llis respect. Its aut' or 
j cite fanily unity an rend re the olen Leverjng, a possibility . 
~~l1..~ihxn~n.DiJmin.xh:iu:tr.:nrutEmznl:nRnv.~:rp But for :lis p:::-i e in hi& 
mater!v·•l unceetr , o · istory of the Levering f ily i t h ve 
ben ritten. 

T'.ere \ "'B CL"l ·1cient tO\ n o:f LP-verin ton , in Ca.Lbl"i ~eshire, ., e;ln..nd. 

v·i1J · e,.. H. 
t\ i 

d Jotr Leveril (~ e author o~ the larBe volume) were 

Th first k .olin pro '-"eni tor o,... the LeverinG ·ore t• e first n e of 
Ro ier . 

~ e ol"e t record evi 'ence ~o~sessed wns t a' ~urnished ·y .i rd 
Levei'in , i liis \iir11-written f il~ r~~ister ,,hich related· is 
_rents to :oll n . 

'i rG, ir. his f~ .ily reGio er, ii hi~ till p!'eserred f :ly Bible 
\ri~ten aft~ ~is i i r~t:io to A eric , in 1685 stated: 

11
I, ~\.ie;erd ~eve:i "l ~• -r.r • or i er 1any, i the principality @ 

of l.estph l~a, ~ t1e d:tstrict of · unster · 'ld. ton 1 of Gome·1 •ry f"' e"f' I 11 e •· • T ' " 1 ~. 0 

. -- · • o:ner ,everln • y ot er', 1r e w s 



:.everin · //2 

:!liz beth V· n de 1 
... ·le, 'Yo \7 s born in esPl. 

of m a ·e , I s married to my bel ove( ,,ife , "' 
1:l o 'V .... s aloe l1o rn at Leyden." 

.Gerhnrdt ~ d · ie rd , the brothers , '\ ·o c e to 

In the 23rd y r 

d·lena ~~ 

unerica. 

T~ ey purch· se · the present si tc of Roxborougn fro!!l Pastorius . 

n · Ger! ardt I vering 'V e e fresh ::;.cce<>sio iS to the rar..ke 
ti ollo\.el·s of Pas tori u.s---of the Frankfort Land Com:pa 1Y- 
J G84- 5 , h vin ?rrived '1ei'ore t e o. th of. August 1685.___....---

A on the papers, wille~l by oratio G· tee Jones , to the Rister· aal 
~ociet of Pe nsylv nia , is written contract ~or tr'"'neportation 
of \ i gn r' I everi n n · ~ "11~ ly $o P:1" 1 . "elp!lia , dated , .. ., r·ch 1585 . 
The in'"'trunent ztipulctes that , '1\ e , t,.e subscribers , do ack-
novrJ edge ::· d confess by theee Pret~en 'r , that \": e have contracted 
and agreed together, thnt :Doctor Tho · V:-~n ""'ylic: and Joha·1nes 
Le ru , i b · alf of the Pe ns~rl vuni~ Co ·pa y , i T.:~i ch they , 
and other frien s of Frankfort "' c. other parts , nre engaged , to 
exce. t or rccci ve me , 'ie;a::d Levering , old 36 or 3? ye<:'tl"B , and 
-~e~ le~~ Doeckers, ol d 36 years and four c~ildre , Anna Catherine , 
ilJi~1 , .Amelifl :1nd Sibe11A , rcspectivel 1/2 , 2 1/2 , 5 and 

9 years , to and for th sel'Vice of t: e a~orementioU.::d Co pany , to 
tr nrpo:!'t by shipping out o.L' IIolla"'d or Int:sl nd, to Pe ::nsyl v~ nia, 
upon t.1eir cost , etc . 11 

On arri vc.l in Pennsyl vo.nin , t· ey aareed to re:po rt tJ-1 eJ~r::el ves 
to FranciR D niel P storcb us , who Y.ras e;ener": a....,ent for tl e 
Co pany. ------

A d ed XXX recorded in August 1685 stated, " On t: .. e l Oth of' 
that month 8nrl year, Frn.ncis :Ooniel Pa!3torius , aa the attoiney 
of Jacob Van de Y:alle · n" ot, era , forming tl:c l'r!"lnkf ort Land Q 
Compa y , conveyeC: to · 'igard Levering a lot i Ger ~.an to\ 
contair.ine: 50 ec:-es of lan~:" The clee • is i.n t .. e Ger an 
hngu ·e , an xi:XE closes ... fol l ows : ' So done in Germanto,·n, 
on the lOth day of the 6th 10nthiAugust) , in tLe year of Chris t 
16 5 , i 1 t.l e sixteenth yeer of' tbe reie;n of Kin James the 
SeconJ. of Ene;l"nd , and in t e f'ift·~. year of t.he reign of 
yri llj E!Jn J?enn . 1 

Gel' rdt Levering <J.Jso purch~seci a like area of land. 

oth • i~cru. nd Gerhardt Levering,xx bee, -e free en ., d 
exercised tl eir rit;hts , s igard acqtdre<i 500 acl'es by purchas e f;). 
a d Gerhardt boug: t 1 00 acres adjoining. These tracts r e ched frmm ~ 
tte .issahicko"" Creek to t1 e ~"'ch':..J.yl-j 11 River , und ejn' ,raced a nm:xK 

a consici.eru· le portion of Roxborou ·· I form rly kno1f n · s Leverington) 
T: e ol Le'Verin to· ????? bein.., .. ese:·--e-d a d co ucted 
: e rin~ ton Cer.1etery , eo kno\ n mder a * eci 1 charter fro 
the St te of Pennsyl v·:mia • 

eE'1e 
alEC 
o-" Sc 
P· rl~ , 

. 
o\merships al oo e b:::-aced th ·nnr.uf' c tU!" i tom} o"' ~ranayw'lk 
i o hicko , and '"anata\my "'nd r ched do' ned to th lt'alls 
ylkill , ta-in i a great portion o-~ the "'!'and..,., ir aunt 

-~ e pri "e of Phil delp .. i . 

I.e veri i.o:l'l C etery occupys 8 r:o r tio'Y'! o ... ·-i 
purch· '"e of more t! t 0 c turie .. r 0 ~ i 

r Leverin ' ..... 
upo or e r to 



LJJF.V:HGC" . 

t11e "lOt occ ,..; e! by t.."le old pioneer s !1 d'. elling place. His X'.:E"ln 
rem ins re ... o I;; i 1 the olde t portion of the c-e. et "!_Y._, oet "part 
by hi oelf . ryV~~ 

~ o' lon V.igar 1 Levering re1 · ined in Germantovm cannot "be 
a<=~cert· ined 'i th cert:c•inty , ·ut it is p::.~obable t...l-J.a t he re~ ovcd 
to o. o.co :, i 1691 , or 1692, as on the 24t1 of Fe ruary 
1€91 , he bou · t from "':.or. s Eill , of t1:e ci-:y of Pnil"'delplia, 
~ ·erchan t anc, R chel his v1ife , for fue sun o-r 68 pounds , a tract 
of t\7o hundred acres of 1,.. d situated in Roxbordug..."'-- . In this 
o.eed he is a.esig ated as "'ileekl r Libering.J" of Gen"lnnto\7n " 
t.he 1 n · is 'esc ibed es foll ihv9 : 

"All, that tract of l'"'nd si LtLl" ce , lying 1 d ·,eing upon 
"Schoolkill , ··e innin att a c<Y.t~er mal'l:::ed- ir.:kory 
"tree thence by the lands of John Jel~et t fi e hundred 
11 nd thirty perches , east , rorfue st to a post for 
"Corner s tandi.1g on tl e east oi de of \','is chil{on Creek, 
"Thence by tl e lane's of Germantowne to\mship north'.'Iest 
" nd. by nort , seveo.nty :perches to a post standing ·oy 
" lar e 'hi te Oak , mc::rkt for another corner: thence 
"by t e l~:nc. of r:ary Fincher, west south west , five 
"Hundred and fifteen perches to a .1:i te C , stan i ne; 
11 By tl:.e Schoolkill ; ti.ence by t:.e Sc ~ooolkill, tl e 
11 Sever l cour es thereof to the first mentioned ·o.rked 
"Fickory ~ree " cont'"'ining by esti ation t\ o · .. undred acres( a 
li -'·tle more or less) "Together with a 1nansion house and all * 
other buil"inga , ore a.rds , e.rdens, apple trees , etc , etc 11 

It is highly pro1 ble t'-a t this 'II as the period of hi3 
settJement in oxborough , a his name does not a pear 
ir Gcrmantoen after this date . 

On t..l].e 5th of July 1697 , ~'iea.rd J.everine n:a~e ano t. er 
p nrch· Ge of ;,()Q acres a 1join his former tract . 

Conveyed by "Cilristo):ler .,.i, thorpe , of Phil delphia, 
B:.."' zier and -ary , his V!i'""e , late wide\:" of Fr.:u-.cis Fincher ." 

Fy thi!E! later pur...,l1"SC Ylig~rrl IJeve •·ing became the owner of 
500 <:~cres o ~ 1 .. ~ · in one entire body. This h ori in:>lly 
been ate1ted by t:illiam Penn to T.1r nc:i$ Fincl-er , by a 
r:arr:.m t d ted Apri 1 25t1 1684 a·1d confirmed by Fincher , 
tl..roueh a deec fro:1 nenn' s commissioners , d.:tted lTove·nber 4 , 
1691. 

}n the Large Boo!(, "The =-evering Fru ily 11 tlere follo:a the 
genealogy or- the f"' ilysand there are surnames v,hich begin \'X 
' i th every letter in the alphabet . 
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BOOKS , PHA12'LETS, rEWSP.APERS 
AlTD PICTURES 

J?rese:1 t >d to A. c. Chadwick, Jr, 
by The Germantown Site and Relic Society, 
through its li bra..ri\an , Edward. \'1 . Hocker . 

Printed at 

Philadelphia~Germanl 
Fniladelphia German 
Philadelphia Ger:n.an 
Allentovm,Pa C'erman) 
Phil delphia 
Hew York City 
Philadel phia 
1:1e ~o rk City 
Hew York City 

Subject 

August 21st 1926 . 

9 Old ,l"ewspapers 

Name Date 

Pennsyl~ania Correspondence Hay 28th 1799 
Pennsylvania Correspondence Aug 6th 1799 
Pennsylva11ia Correspot''ldence Oct . 18th 1800 
Der Unabhangiee Republicaner Sept let 1821 
The United States Gazette Apr 24th 1833 
The '~ w York Herald Apr 15th 1865 
The Daily Eveni ng Bulletin Apr 17th 1865 
T"ne lta .... ional .tmti-Slavery Standard Apr 22ncl 1865 
The _;ev: York Tribune llay 3rd 1865 

:SO OKS, PHAi:"PLETS, ETC . 

Name Autho:r Date 

Civil Yiar Harpers Pictorial History of the Great Rebellion I & II 1866 
Civil "Tar The Seventy-Seventh at ~1.iloh 

')(..Civil, War History of the 118th VQl . Regiment--Corn Exchange 
Civil V:ar Second BrigaU.e, Penna Reserves at A."'l tie tara. A. F . Nichola:s 
Civil V1ar The 3a ttle of Cha.ncello rsville A . G. Hamlin 
Civtl War Campaicns of 1862 and 1863 Emil Schalk 
Civil ar Yne A~erican Volunteer • ulholland 
Civil Yar The Campaign and Capture of Vicksburg H. G. Hicks 
Civil \rar Thirteenth Ho.ssachusetts Regiment 
G. A.R . ~"emorial Sevices at tre Graves of Our Soldiers F~oore 
G. A. R. The rational -~emo rial. nay Fachtz 
G . A . ~ . :iemorial Services of Geo . c. i.~eade Post .f/1 
G. A. R. Commandery of PennsylvDni!'!J to Liet Col. Uicholson 
G. A. R. Grand Br.my Blue Book Eeath 
G. A .R . DL . :tephenson, Founder of t.."l.e G. A. R. Stephenson 
G.A.R . Blue und Gray Frazier 
G. J .R. l~edPl of Honor Legio11 
~ . • • The Grant Banquet at the Union League 
G. A. B. . Society of the Ar:oy of the Potomae 29th annual Reunion 
G. A. R. Society of the Army of the Potomac 39th annual Heu.."flio'l'l 
G. A. R . Decisions and Oninions Carnahan 
Natural His . America ;raturai: ist:ory Vola . I and II Godman 
Centennial Jeslir-.: ' " Viotorical Register of the U.S . Centennial Ex. 
Centennial Re. ort o! ~7omen ' s Ce::1tennial Coro.mi ttee 2nd Uard 
Cen tenni!al 11 11 11 11 11 12th Ward 
Centennial 11 11 11 

" 11 15th Ward 
Centennial II II II II II 27th n•ard 
Girar' College,Benj~nin B. Comegys, LT~ . D 1819-1900 
Girard College , Unveiling of Stephen Girard !'emorial Tablet 
Girard College , Inventory of Inst.cU."llents , books , models , etc 
GiraDd College , A Sketch of the College 
Girard College , Y"il1iam B. l!ann , 1816--1896 

1905 
1905 
1908 
1896 
1863 
1909 
1903 
1903 
1869 
18?0 
1880 
1905 
1884 
1894 
1906 
1902 
1892 
1898 
1910 
1884 
1831 
1877 
1877 
187? 
1877 
1877 
1900 
1896 
1842 
1884 
1897 

Gettysburg Gettya1 urg Fa tio mil ·ili tary Park Commission Re!"orts 
Gettysburg n n " ' 11 u 11 

Gettyocur The Pe ch Orchard 

1893- 1901 
1893-1904 

The Unveilin ·of the ~tatue of Gen . G . K.~arre 
igelow 1910 

1888 



"'ettysburg 
Gettysburg 
GettysburB 

2 . - _30 
Annual Report of the Park Commission 
Location of ·Tenu.'Uents, ::a.rkers, etc 
Annuol Report of the ,,ark Commiaaio~ 

for 1900 1900 
1898-1903- 1907- 1912 

for 1906 1906 

Ritual of the Daughters of the A~erican Revolution,Avery 1903 
Diary of John Comer Barrows a.Yld \ iL'rnart 1892 
Parkiana---Volume ,'}2 (hand written) 1802 
The Cor.1ic Almanac for the yea-r 1868 1868 
Historic Life of Philrdelphia 1895 
Constitutio!"l and "Ky- Laws of the Franl:lin Literary 

Society, of Gennantovm 
James ,. ilsol;l , Patriot . Ale%nder 
·1arra. ti ve of the Paso.more-'-1 lliamson Slave Case 
Bulletin o-~ t11e Li 1Jrary Company !)f Philadelphia 
Pictures of Philadelphia date probably in the 90 1 a 
Legendary and l!yth-making Process in Eiatories 

of the k erican Revolutuon Fisher 
Alexander l1a.rr:ilton 1 s ·letter to Robert rorris, 
Birch ' a Views of Fhilcdelphia in 1800 
The \~·ill t nd .,...iography of Stephen Girard 
Catalogue of Drawi~gs of General 'ashin&ton and 

Colonial L fe, at Drexel Institute 
!.i ttle Journeys to the homes of Great Business men-Girard 
The Li~e of C. arlee S . Smith Turnbull 
Recollections of Troop !:arch of 1882 Hance 
Addre~s of Anthony H. Hance, July 4th 1911 
A copy of "'i'he Temple 11 ~rasoni c J i tera ture 
The _ igh-Caste Hindu \':oman Ramabai 
Sketc' of House of Industry 
An invititaion to attend lOOth anniversary !louse of' Ind. 
An in,ritatio·• to attend opening of Hou<>e of Refuge 

1857 
1906 
1855 
1885 

]908 
1832 

1897 

1885 
1910 
1911 

1887 
1895 
~ 895 
1854 



ANOTHER WAYSIDE 
INN EXPECTED TO 

DISAPPEAR SOON 
Leverington House on Ridge 
Avenue. About Two Centuries 

Old, Sold Last Week 

OLD HOTELS GIVING WAY 
TO MARCH OF PROGRESS 

1 l«' sa • I ~~ w~k nf th~ o rl Le'Pr 
iJJgt•m Hou~e, . l tht> MUth.,ast eornoer of 
HHI&4' ilVPnCc nne! Lev.,rin • n 1 ~treet 

H xborou&ll :-inra 1 )1 • to F 
I> nd Abr tlUUI F~lt. pr<'6!\llt!" the t>ar 
d r~ppearan ~ (•f one nf t largest o 
th•' old wnv~lfl<' inns, whkh almost two 

R~>rn>•l with hot4'1 accom 
tr:n E>lers b 

n unce 1 

~I 



EXCERPTS F R 0 M 

VOLu:.fE f/:2 of 

ANNALS OF 

PHI L .i\DELPHI A AJ;rD PE:i!NSYLV Al:IA 

In tie Olden Ti~e ; 

being a collection of 

l:F 'OIRS , Al'ffiCDOTES K 1D I NCID:FNTS 

of the Ci ty and ito Inha'bi t· nts, 

and of t!1e 

EARLIEST SETTLEI2i::ns OF ':'HE INLA.?.ID PART OF PEln-SYLVA!UA 

From 

Th~ D~ys o~ the ~ounders . 

Intended to preserve ~ e recollections of olden til e , and to e~1ibit 
Eociety in ite chances of ~anners and customs , and the City and 
Country i 'tl eir loc"l c>"nc;es and improve ents . 

Em belli sf.:ed with engravings , by T. H . Htw~ord. 

BY J 0 H N F. W A T S 0 N 

Member of t e Historical Societies of Pennsylvania , !~ew York and 
::assachusctt"' . 

I n ':'\ o ,Tolumes . 

Vol'l.l!!le II 

1844 

"Oh l cl,:.ar is a tale of the olden ti e t 11 

Sequnri vesti gia r erU'll . 

"Where pc~d the Lut , t!: (> palace towers ; 
,,7h ere ekimm. ' -: the bc>.rk , t he war- ship lov. ers ; 
Joy gaily c2rols , whr:!re \'1 ~ silence ru 1e; 
And cultured t:ou"'ancls throng t e eolituc:e . " 

PHI LADEJ.,PIIT A 
Printed and published for t• Autlor and for sale 
John PenninP" ton end Urial1 Hunt--Hcv: York--Baker & 



GEru~Al~TOWN . ( P , e # 16} 

Th e Gennantown SeLtlement was first t aken up by Fr anci8 naniel 

P <> storius , t:.e 12th of the 8th month , 1683 , by a purcha:J e fro:n r illiam 

Penn , Pnd wa"" surveyed ard l aid out 1)y the ourveyor general, 2nd of 3r d 

month , 1684 ; ·J_nder a g rant to him for himself and othe~s for 6000 acres . 

It pro-ve.: , however , to contain b:ut 5?00 acres . It \'I"S a part of Spring

etbu:ry :Uanor , and was d i s tri ,m ted a ..... onr: t.YJ.e proprietaries as f o:l·ow ... : :viz ; 

200 acres to Dr . Frs.nci s D . Pastori us , himself , on Chestnut Hill , 

150 acres to Jurian Hartsfielder ( tLe sa.r:1e wh o i n 16?6 owned a ll 

Campingtol"'' ,) 
5350 acres to Pas torius , aP ~eent to German and Dutch 0\7.ners , called 

the Francfort company . 

snm acres . 

Paotor~us end Hortsfielder vrere to pay yenrly 1 e . per 100 acres , 

qui trent : and all tl e otl .. ers at t e r a te of 1 s . per ·100 acres, ("th ey hav

in. boug1.t off the quitr en ts") ·orever to Willi am Penn and heir~ . 

T~e patent for all t."le preceding l and .ro o Penn is executed by 

\.illiam .. arkham , secreta ry for Penn'"'ylvani H, at Philadelphio , t h e 3rd April 

1 689 , and it t herein specifie"' " tl:.e purcLasers 11 , as follows . 

Jacobue v··ndewulle 
John J a cob Shee tz 
Daniel Spehagel 
Jo!:n • Ub rfeld 
George Strauss 
J a n Laurens 
Abr?he Haoevoet 

535 Acres 
428 do 
356 2/3 acres 
10 ? Lcres 
1?8 1/3 acres 
535 acres 

____ 535 acreo 
26?5 acres 

Al l the above 2(?5 a cres were ~ol d i n 1?08 , for 3000 pounds s ter-

lin , to o:te Sproeel , by .Th.'lniel J~~~ulkner , us agent to t :r.e Frankford Company, 

b ut as it was contrary to u:e wish of t l e principa ls, it was always dee~ed 

a fra ud , and did not convey a t~ansfe r. 

J cob 'l'ellner 989 <> crec 
J an Strep LJro 2?5 ll 

Dirk Sipman 588 II 

Goburt Renckes 161 II 

Lenert Are ts 501 If 

.in con Isaacs 161 II 

26?5 acrec 



The di stri buticn of t: e lands was m de · s ollo\.s : 

Germantown ( pro:per) contained 
CreolJeim 
Somcrhausen 
Crefelt 

2?50 acres 
84 ac res 

900 acr es 
11 6 2cres 

Germantonn was i ncorpora ted as a borough town hy pat~nt from \.rill-

i n.ro Penn , execute , i n Engl an 1, i n 1689 . F r anci s Daniel Pastorius , civilinn , 

made first bailiff; and Jaco" ... Tellner , Dirk Isaacs op den Graff and Herman 

• op den Graff , tJ1ree "burghers , to act ex- officio as tovm magistrates , a.nd 

ei ""ht y eo1 <..n ; t' e wJ ole to forn;. a eene:.:-al court to q i t one e a mon t h . ?hey 

ma l laws a 1d l aid taxes . 

The town lost its charter for ,,ant of a due electio.: , of:f' icero n ot 

beine fourid y;illi·1 · to serve ; so ewhel'l-about 1?06 . In a le tter fro!il Pas-

torious to illiam Penn , dated 1?01-1?02 , he state s h i s concern t: .. at h e 

ohould not be "'ble to et men to ser~.-e i the e er al court for "conscience 

O:Jke" ; and l e trus , .. , -ror a remedy , to an expected ar ... i val of e!!li grco.nts . 

Tl i. di f f iculty p:::-obably a:rose from tl.1e oaths used i n court proceedings . 

All the settle.s i n Crcohei built Oll t' c Creshei m .road , before 

settlin a ho use on t h e Germantown road , t .1.roug. eresh eim. The re is an olcl 

map , mace in 1?00 , i n HLich all t heir residence [ nd ''arne at t La. t tiue 

a re ma r ked . 

T e Germantoym "town 11 lots (55) we:::-e located i n l u8?, and were 

dra\n for by lot i n 1689 , beine 27 lots on each s i de of the ro ad . Th eir 

side lo ts up tovm began f rom il-bi n tor: l ane ( · t ~"'amuel .John8o on ' s) and went 

up to t e foot of the hill by Liebert ' s boar d yard. The origi nal p rice 

of th. township of Gen.antovm \'las 1 s . p e:::- a cre . 

The original o f t..lJ.e .!'ollowin~ curious pape::- i s i .,.. the hancls of John 

Johnson , Esq . 

"We \'.:1o se narJ s are to t. es e presents ::ubscri bed , do here "by certify 

unto a ll v1hom it may concern , thn t so oj after our arrival in t:::is province 

of Pennsyl vun i a , i n Oc to' >e r 1683 , to our cer t i knovrledee , Herman op den 

Graff , Dirk op den Graff , and Abro. ~. op den Graff , as well as ourselves 



in the c ave of F1·ancis D::-niel Pastorius , at PLiladelphia , did cast loto 

for the respective lots n':i ch t: ... ey and y;e then began to settle in German-

to\•m ; unO. tl e s: id Graffs(thr ee brothers) have so l d ti.eir several lots , 

each by himself , no l ess than i:f a divirion i n v.ri tina had been :made by 

tlJ.em . \"itner,;s our hu.n s this 29t1 d:"\y , nov . A . D. 1709 . 

Lenert Areta 
Jan Lensen 

'.:':1o:aa o Hund.er 
V:i lliam Steygert 
Reiner Tyson . 

Abrahar'! Tunes 
Jan Iucken 

The Frank "ford Land Company c;ave titles to mud1 of the lands on each 

side of Ger.;nantown .,.ain street . The co.a.pany at "fi rst consi sted on ten 

gentlemen livi ng i n FTancfo r t , on the :ai ne , in Gen any ; t..~ eir articles 

vre:: e execute din t ... at city on the 24th of !:ove'11be r 1 '86 . 'Ii.Ley 'to u~h t 

25000 ecres of land from ... illiam Penn . The Ger.nantown patent for 5350 , and 

the ::anatarme.} patent :for 22 , 377 acr es . F . D. Pastol'i us v:us appointed the 

attorney f, r t? e compa:1y , ~nd. after his resignation Dan . Faulkner was , in 

J708 , maJe attorney. 

"'ost o.," tLe old houses i n Ger+mantonn are p l astered on V)ieit)s i de 

witl cl J and Gtrm7 mixed , and over it is l aid a finisbine coat o:t' thin 

lime p l aster ; some old houses seem to be r1r-de Yti th loe; frames and the 

intersti ces filled wi th wat t les , river rusl:es , and cla.J i ntermi x ed . 

In a house of ninety years o'!' age , taken down, t:lle erass i n the clay app -

ear ed a~ green ao \~.en cut. Etc etc . 

~he Ger;nans who ori inully arri ved, came for conscience sake to 
a 

thi s la -, ~nd were/ver:y rel igou'" c omr.luni ty. They were usuallJ called 

11 Fn. l a tines 11 because they ca:1e from a Pr-la tina te , c.:1lL~d Creshei m and 

Cr efclt . l7any of the German Fr iends hacl been convinced by,, illi am Penn 

wl·o in "e r many . 8o on after their settlement, i n 1 683 , eo e of th94j\vere yet 

i n Phi l ade l phi<> , suffered consi derably by fire , and vle'!'e then :publicl y 

assisted by the Friends . 

TI1e or i ginal passports of the f i rst i rulabi tants coming fro~ Ger-

many to GerrJantov:n , were writt~n with eo l den i nk on purchnent , anr.l \ere 

very elegant . 



, ... ie::ert revering , a first settler , lived to t_.r a~e !Sf 109 and died at 

Roxborou~h , in 1?44 . 

Jucob Snwder lived to be 9? . 

Francis Dal"iel :Pastorius v:us a chief amon t: ~ first e t lers; he 

wac a scholar , and wrote Latin in a good 11and , and left a curious ma"lU

script work calle d "The Bee ", containine a beautlt(f11 col l ee tion of \"ri tine 

c.:nd va.cious cu!'ious sele<'tion"' . re once owned all C:Peatnut !Iill, on both 

sideo of the rood. lie wao a member of assembly in 1 68?; and attorney for . ' 

the Frankfort Land Company. He died a1)out the year 1920.' In ilDvc been in-

deb ted to the kindness of James Haywood , of Ca.-nbri dse , =~assachuse tts , for 

annexpl anation of the old Geruan pa1~phlet , 12 mo. in t'.e Can.bridge Lib-

rary, l·one cy "7 . D. Pastorius , as a " Description of Pennsylvania". It cOn-

s i sts of sundry subjects , printed i n Holl and , viz: 

A voyage from Londo:' to rennsyl'{rdlia i n 1 68 3 

Pas tori us account of the condition of Pennsylvania i n 1683 

~-e Charter by Charles II, to Willia-n Penn , of l:ar ch 1681--Penn' s 

Corstitution ,--.., Geogr·phic Desr.rriptio·1 o-:' the Cou.."ltrJ , it!3 Trade , and a 

Histocy wi.t:-t oome accoun t of t!.e Abori1;.;ine8,-- and Extracts of several 

letters of Pasto rius to is friends i r. GenL' ny--An ::xtract of ·alli un Penn ' S 

account of Pe!msylvania, in u l etter to his friends i n London , & c . 

---------------
P"ee ~20 As early a" 1 ?00 there were four her its living near Germanto.•Tn , 

---John Geeli e , Kelpius , Bony , and Conrad I"at~ i , '1. T"ney lived near 1'/issa-

hickon and the Ri dge . Benjamin Lay lived it1 a cave ne· r t'.c York Road , a t 

John Kclpius t~.e her it , v: sa Ger;"!an of Sieburgen i n Transylvania, 

on an eminent fa lily ( trndition "3ays Jte was noble) , and a otudcnt of John 

ra· ritius , a:.· e~mstadt . He was also correspondent of 1\raecken , c:1a:plain to 

the nrince of Der:r.:ar\: i 1 Lon 'on . :e ca e to ~ is Q:Punt!'Y i 1694 , Hi til 

Joi·.n See li t.. , Barnard :Custer (Cos tel') , Daniel Faulkener , ·:~.11 d about forty 



selves , for piety'c aake to a solitary or sinele life ; and r ceivine ~1e 

a}lpe1lation of the "Societ" of the· o ·m i n tle "ildcrness 11 • T"ney first 

arrired ruone Ve Gennans of Ger:r.antottn, wlere t_ey shone aw:i1ile "as a 

peculiar lieht 11
, "out they settl ed c'1ie4!"ly " o!'! the Rid.ge 11 , then a wilderness . 

I n 1708, i~elpius , was re$,garded as tLcir le de~~ ~ died in J~he midst of 

Ilia d· ys 11 (naid :.o be 35) -- "~fter ie death t 1 e menoers began t fall in 

'"i th tr..e world around them, and sone of' the to break their avowed 

r~'>ligous i n te'1 ti ons by marr yi 11g . Thua t1 e so ci e t,r loe t i te di stir.tcti ve 

chG:r~tcter and died away; 'but previoue to t1 eir disper!=l iOll t:1ey were joined 

·bout the year 1? 04 , 1)./ so:ne others , a:raong whom was Conrad !patl·ief'l ,( the 

l attt of tl e Ridge }Termi ts) a Switzer , and by Chriet >her Witt, (Someti mes 

called Dl. 'itt, of Germantown) a professor of medicine , and a 11magus 11 

or divine.r . 

After the death of Kelpi us , t'.e f i th vmo continued in t'_e person 

of J ·m Seelig , l'iho hcd l)een h i s companion, a"ld wa<? also a sc: olar.Seelig 

liv d m ny years after hi 1 as a hermit , md was remarkable for reoili:ting 

t• e off~:; r o ~ the \~orld, and for \;earine a r.oarse garment like that of 

Kelpiue . Tl.io Seelig recor s the deuth of his friend Kelpius i n 1708, in 

a IPS hyran book of Kelpiua 1 , (':'et to music) which I !wve seen:-- sRying he 

died in lds carden , and ttended by Dll hie children(spiritu:tl ones , and 

children D1x \':hon he taUgLt gratis) weepine; aG for t' e lose of a fn.ther • 

• Kclpius \7 sa m:-~n of learning is tested lly co. e of :_is ·:ritinG"' ; a 

ver:J ..... .!"" 11- \ ri tten book OT~ one :·l.U .. "ld:=ed pages , once i!1 --W possession. It 

contains his \ritings in Latin , Hebrew , Greek , Gernan and English; and 

~'lis l a.s t (w .... i ch is remarkable, he beine a foreigner ) i s very free and 

pure . The journal of his voyaBe to thio count . , i n sixteen pae;es , ia 

all in Latin ; so:r.1e of his letters (of \hi~: tl ere are :1everal i n German 

and two i n English) arc in Latin; they ure all on religous topics , and 

o;:.vil"lg his peculiRr:k."t'ixx religous opinions , rcuoo1 very acutely and 

soberl. • L'ro venturi n~ \li tL the thousunds of his day to ....:i ve spiritual 

il"'terpL·et:-Jtiono r.h<S Scti11ture , w: ereit Wa'"' not so i:r.ten ded, he fell upon 



a scheme of religion Hhich drove h i ·n end other stu dentc fro!!l t'1e Univer-

sj ties of Ger lct"ny, and under t he nu. e of Pietists , & c . to seek some imrned-

iate ~ nd str ange revela tio~s . I e ~nd his friends t herefor expected tlle 

rni ll e·1niu~ year was close at hand-- so near tr.at he told the first Alex. 

Mack( t e first of GermantovM Tur1 kers) t!1at :1e shoul d not die till he s aw 

it t H~ beli ved ~ lso t1 at "the woman of t he ·n 1 de r nesr ", 1enti oned in ~1e 

Revcl~tions , we s prefi ura tive of -:1 e -r at deliverance t1at was 7-::.en s oon 

to '')e displayed for the CJ11,.lrch of c:hr is t . As she was "to co111e up from the 
i n the 

wi lclerness, 1eani ng 0 21 her beloved" , so the 1)eloved/wi lderne ss l a id adli de 

all ot1 er e 1gageme n to , (i . e. being her mits and trimmine; their l a-n s, qnd 
t1 ey 

adorning t'1enselves with 1-:.oline ·s , t11a t/rn8y be prepared to meet the srune 

with joy) "Therefore t' ey di d well to observe t he si<;_:nn of the tine , and 

every new :phenonenon(\' 1ether nora.l or :r>reternaturn.l) of' meteors , '"'tars,or 

colours of t:~e skies, if peradver;, tw.~e · t:.e : a r binger me.y appear." He ar gued 

too, that t ::.e re ' as a three- follll wil derneno , like a tate of progression 

i n s!)iritu~ l Tholinees ; t wit : "the barren , the f'ruitful and t:1e wilder-

nesn st te· of t! e elect o-f God " . I n t·.e l ast state , a fter v: •• ich: e ,~·as 

neeking , as · Li t.: est degr~e of holi ness , he believed it ver essential 

to attain it by dwelline in Sclitude or in ti.e wilderneos ; t h erefore he 

.u-eues · ose"' ' :1oline"'S by beine prepa re d forty year s i n t h e wi l derness--

Ch rist' s bei ng t empted fo ty days i n t..'-1e ·pi l derness as an epi to·1e of the 

ot:1e 1·--JolJn t l e Bap ti st comin"" from ~1e wildtirne!3S & c . He t:.ought it thus 

proved tat ho ly men mi e;h t ·ae thus qualified to come forth a'long nen a~ain , 

to cor vert \''hole cities , and to \'70 rk signs and wonders . He was :nuch visited 

by reli gous :persons . Kelpi us professed lave and chari t ;; Yli t•l all--but de-

s ired to live without a name or oect . The n<m1e t Ley obtn.ined was c i ven 1)y 

o t' ers . There are t·.-Io of Kel:pi us ' oke , sti ll e ta~t i n Ger-

me to\m; one. o"" · is own co posi 1 , in German , is called eleg<"lnt ; theJ a re 

curoius too, becau e they a re all trans la ed i nto 'English :poetry ( line for 

line) by Dr . C. ~itt , the divi ne r or mae;ue . ?he titles of so _e of them 

may exhi bit t1e nln of 't e a ut .or : 



"Of the wilderness--or Vi rgi n - Cro:--" l ove " 

"The contentment of the God- loving soul" 

"Of th :po er of the ne\7 virgin- body v·l erein the Lord revealeth 

: io mycteriea 11 

11!l l ovi ng moan of the disconoo l ate soul" 

"Coll oqui u: 1 of the soul wi th i tsel f 11 

"Upon E.eat after he had been wearied \7i th Labour i n t:1e ~''i lderness " 

A)_ t·ough he lo~Jced for a qualifi cation to go fortl. and convert towno 

<n<l cities in t: name of ~~e Lo=d , i t i s manife&t , that nei~er he nor 

hie companions were e"'tl us i a'"'tic enougl' to eo into the v;orld without ouch 

cndowr.::ent . :'1 ey often ' eld. religous I"leetinge i n t~eir her 1i t1:1e;e, with 

people v:l.o solicited to come to t1 em for the purpoce • .Kel:pius hut or house 

stood on a hill , wLere t widow P' oe0e Riter , no-:: lives . IIe1'log house 

!1· snow otood mo:re than forty yee.rs Or! t' c .... a."'lle cellar foundation w: ich was 

his~; it ia on a st~ep descendi11e ki::i::3t graesy h i ll , well exposed to the 

sun , for t·armth i::1 tie ·i:r:ter and hc.s a sp:rine; of t:11.e ~ermit ' s makine , :t.alf 

t O\m t hill , ..,~ · cled l·y a ve!-y stout cedar tree . After Kel:pius ' hut went 

dm. ~ , ::.Le foxes used to burro\: i n hi cellar ; :1e called the place the 

":Burrov1 of Rocks , or Rockcburrov·"---now Roxboroue:J: . 

Doctor Christopher "~tt w~o born i Engl and (' iltshi~A } in 1 6?5 , 

cc to t: is cot:.l'lltry in 1?04 , and died i n 1765 a ed ;o . He was a skillful 

phynir.i n 0nd f1 learned m·u" ; 'l<lG 1·eputed :t:m 2 mneus or divine:::.· , or in 

rtro'"'S('l' t~"r s a "co juror 11
; and vre.s u :;,tucicnt an eliever in all the 

l earned o.bsurdi tics "'nd marvellous pretc!'lsiW1a of t1 e ROSICRUCI AN pililo 

sop~.y . ['J e Ger.:nans o-r th~t day , and ino.eed many of the :!nglif'l , practiced 

tJ e c '"'tin .... o ... :~ATI"v"''l'IES--and s t.. is re ui:rea. ,...,at.he a~ical and astrono

mic 1 1 arni ne, it often ... oll0\.1 a tl at eur.l a co pe tent ... c... lar w s c lled 

a 
11
fortUlle teller 11

• Doctor ... itt c st :ildiVIl'I S , and wae call ed a con-

juror; ulil,., Chriotopher Lehman , v:ho w·s scholar- d a fr!!end of ''itt , 

:.-m Gould cast nativitier- , and di' t' em "'or all of· j orm nine clildrcn , 

but never ~o~ lire , v~ G ~led not·ry p blic , 



Page 23 
I 1709, .he "'unknr ds from Germa11y and Holland emigrated to 

Pe ~s)lvania , · n · settled first at Germ,anto\:n . T eir first collec~cd meet-

ings , \~ere 1 eld in t: loe ~cause in front of t1 ·r pre ent stone c:1urchin 

Beggarstvwn. .. lex r~ck w~ s tr..e~ their principal leader. Re was a very 

rich mill er in Cresheim, eave all his prop :rty i 1 co u: on , and came uith 

8 or 1 0 to Germantown i l'1 17 08 . He died old . arld his so:1 Alexander lived to 

be ne r 91 years of age . Tl1.,Jt loc house \V o bui 1 t in 17 31, · y Irohn Petti -

ko_,.fcr , f"or his dwellir~e , who procured h i s funds 1'Y aski ne; s ifts thereof 

form the i tha:bj tants . 3ecQ.flse it was the firot house i n tl:e p l ace , n.nd 

procured hy bet r·in ~ • it vm~ called "Beggarstown 11 • 

------------.. -.. P!:lge 24 . 
TI e German Reformed erected t:.ei:r first meeti ng house , opposite to tLe 

market house , ~bout t· e year 1733. It ' s ~ rst mini~ter ~a~e from Holland 

Ar.!o ito recollections wa~ tha of its being t" e pl ce in 179:::;, where 

enc:ral \J• "'iline;ton anC. h is :fa.;nilj regularly went , '\S often :;.;:; t:1ey hacl 

Englisl :)re cline, which ~-as oometimos done i)y Doctor Smitl , from t!:e Falls 

of P.chuy1 kj 11. 

---~-~-----------Page 27 

T3.e first paper mi l l h1 Penn!;1ylvania was b·ilt by G3.rrett :.it enhouf?e . It 7 
s ood 'out }·unclred yards hi •l:er up ' e rotream than where old Hartin 

Ritten~ ouse :no\7 lives, at C. r~~rkle' • It wce: .c ~rried off '1y 1 freshet . 

Pe v1ro te ~ letter soli ci tine tJ e o od • eople rlx to .c-i ve some 

aid in rebuilding it with theil· money . The grist Mill, now :·icnolas 

Ri tter.l:ouse ' e , on ..... ;is-ahickon , belo\ '""arkle ' s , Vh .. s buil:. it:1out the 

use of carts , or roads , or barro' c . 

Starting PaBe 1/29 

(Exc .. ptr·) The Records of the Courts of Records hel J in t.h.e Corp or-

atiol of Germantown, :r-.con t' e t3t1 dny of' .9tl ... montL , anna 1691, (t:.e year 

of' t.tei r e"ttine tl eir charter fro 'i lliara Pe. 1) '1nd t11enceforward :from 



tiu:e to ·tii·le ; -- tLu"' transcribed by orde:- of e. Bener'"'l court hel · at the 

on th , in t1 e year 1 696 . 

1 '" 92- 3, l;1 e 2la t de.y of 12 n on t: • 11y rea'"' on of "' e .:::. bsence of ... OJ for 

relie;ous meetinr- ove:::- Schuylkill, tl:.is court was adjou:::-n~"'1 till th(~ 4th 

d~y of 2nd ,J Olft' 1693 . (now 00 iL.erate ~nd _ cco-10 'ati·,:) 

1 93 . t 8" day o"' 6th .onth. Fr·ncis Th 1iel Pastoriu'3 , ~s attor:1ey for 

t'1e .,...,rmk:ford L' no. Compa ., , :~livered. unto 'l'!i!prd Leverir:.e , a deed of 

enfeo-~"f e·1t co tai ninc "'ifty acres in Ger.n.antown . etc etc 

P ge 36 . 

· Jo, n Se lis p!'~di c ted rJ. ~·~ ' r lives w .. _en reque sted , by t e rules of na ti vi-

ti es ; an 1 1 e h d GL y terious cane , or rod , whicL !:e co;."!landed to "ue 

cnst i rto t1 e ~cl uylkill i. .is 1· t oin:.c..,esS1 , and \':hic_1 .., ~:c dition 

of t'e Zo<.iiac . 

P re f/36 
(~ _ t ... leo ... Gernantow. Oc-t 4t-'1. 1777 . ) Gen . ,l.frmstrons , witl tlL Pennsylvania 

militiP. , '"'ttacked the left and rear , near '1chuyJ ki 1J . 

Paf;C 41 . 

I 1793, w!:e Gen . ·PT. sh.inc;ton Llwelt i n Ger~ <?.ntown , the tovm was helt~ ~l.S 

IL ov rn. en:. p l ace of t: e "'t. te of 'Pe.n:1sy"' V.:!nia anri o·"' t1 e United States 

11. t' i 6 Vl s beacu-(' o-" tl:e neceet"ary retreat of the 0 f i c ''3 , from the 

city of Phi 1"' delphia , where t'1e yello'\ f ever was r2.e;i ng ' i t}"l des true ti ve 

ef~ect . At that ti. e t'.e of-"ice of states , etc , of' Pe.~1sylvania \7 s ·.eld 

. + 1n ... "'tone l:ouoE> , 1o1ext ahove '!:1 . Lehman ' " . ,.,. ere JOU coult~ see , every 

dny , Gover11or Tlonas !"if f'li r , and h i s secrct·ry of' state , \ , J . Da llaa. 

Page 42 . 

I 1 i a taly con "'ect.ed :-.i th J~,' e "'G.. e 3.'"2 • reputatio ~f Gen·anto' -: , is tl c 

nm·: frequentl~r ViGi t •d. str a , t. ttr cti ve · y its a~cill 



native \ildnerr· , -.... ,1d ru...;ged , rroc~·y , woody Qharccter ; t ere is al!Jo t:_erc , 

U'"' ~ t'1e nu.'.e of t' e n~·omu::tery of the · .. is ahickon 11 , a t1 ree- stordlmd a n cient 

s :one · ui ldi n of n obl or1e:; square , situate· o:.1 a ' ial hill , ne r a ;--;ooQ{ 

ron~ntic dell , t' rou~· '.lir::~ tle 'is ~lickon "i--de its meanderin· way. About 

t:!.1ir house , 'JO secluded and little lcno1wn to tlle mass o1 t.he people , t!.i.ere 

· >~e b n sundry vac;ue and myoterious re_ ol~ts and tracli tions of its having 

been once occu!>i ed s a monastery • .. nru e , and p~ose of use , ouffi ci en tly 

stelrtline , even now , to the sensihi l i ty of cundry protestants . 

'T'].·e :·1~ --:e war. 1 at o•:.ned and occupied oy Jochua Garsed--a lare;e 

n· nu ct rer of flax thread , twine etc - -'t'.'.o )!as cz:.ut up -;any of tLe 

;. i 1doy·o , wL.i cL v e::w for:r'1-.rly e qual to four to every c:1am'ber , making two 

on every front or ane;le of' the oquare . "" osc wl10 r:;;_; w t' e s true ture 60 

years u. ..... o , s2.y tl a. t it t1 en had b loony lla- und t:1e · ou""e , at the 

floor of tl e se(;ond story . Tie ta.le told in t1 et.arly days of the pre'"'ent 

ae;ed neigh'bors , wa th:-'t. it o~1ce CO''it ;ned monks of "the Geventh Day 

B· ptist Order 11
, • nd that. t' ey u•·ed ·.·ooden bloc~c ·•o • r>illo <J(likc t!_ose 

at r..hr ta) scalloped out ro ns to rit ~ lead . ~ome have also oaid that 

t1 ey re embered to 1ave seen , near to the Louse , e:m: 11 pit::- and hillocks 

w!:ic: in'ir;·'ted a :form r 1"lu:cial pl ce , i~ce turned into cul tiv· tion . 

·at sue' tr ·i ti o ary d to,.. for stru:tL:g point , it has be0o e 

m"'tter o" intereGt to many , \.ho c..re curJboua in t1 e history of the paot , 

to 1 arn "i.rhat filrt! er -r~ctL we co.n produce , concernine the prcrlice:a . I f 

t• C hOU""C r-} auld h"'VC bC"Yl built ac- ea.l'l '"' 1708-- W en J:elpius , the 

h.cr it die .... , 11at 11 '"'ideen , it t:y 'Te b ee- const!'ucted 'ti7 the forty 

-tucients fro'l Ger.nany-- t~le PietiGts who came out i r1 1694 , with Kel}')ius , 

to liv~~ r.oingle life in t __ ' wilderner;s ; but 1: it w s built , a"' ia ... os t 

proba~ le , :nd s h s bee:r. said, by Josep' Gorgas , a Ilunker- Baptiot , vt~o 

i:1 tended it as bra.••ch ·1rotherhood esta")lishe at Eph1·ata , nc r J., ncaster , 

._:;.,cl to whom e afterw:: _·ds movec.l r nc' joined 1 imself-- then he must ,ln..ve built 

it before ~ e ye~ r 174C::. , \ .. en C:onr:1ci n? ttl ias , 11 t e 1 t of t1 e Rid e ·:er-

its ied 11 • It i knO\ ........ '! 11 tl e c· roni ce p· r +~ II 
..J'L. - - f'oli9 tl1 t t• ere 



".:J:cot'.erly ~f'-"'iiJity bet\.een "t' e Rio e her.nito " (of ·.oJclJol·our;'ll) and 

t: ose of Epl:ratu . After Joceph :Jorgas 1 d gone to Epnr· ta , t':1e :p!'e ises 

,.ith · f~r.~ of seve!~ty acres and· e;riot mi ll , fell to his yolJ JQJ~JJ~jtor g ,... ; 
,,....~~! 

f'(JG'rrl ; i n it \;a::; s old about th~ time of tl e Revolution , to Edward Hiller; 

t ence to Peter C re , fifty. earr a..;o , l.ho hel' it till about t'1e year 1800 . 

Tl e i t v ar, hough t · y Jo: n IJi vezeJ , Miller,; next "-:>y Longs tre t> , '. ,'lo made 

it i to a pane!' nill ; ci l ately an· l astly by Jo ~l·u Garsed & Co . ince 

-c· eir !)Osse ""io,.,. o ... the r>re~isE"n , tl:ey h ... ve con"'iu ra l .J i·::tcreaoed t'.e 

.u. n r n .. ize o... l c ·>uilding" a.lo t::. e creek ; o=~nd t 

rou e they have co·1v t cl i nto an c !3I'een."ule d\ elling , c'lcngin..., and 

o ·ernizinrr tl·e ir.term~l for.n'" o ... i;.~.e rooms-- takine; out ::lll the cc:;ner 

The e cenery fro. t1 is house , .;.n(' from the dell 1)elow , is very 

ro •. antic , rugr;e<l , ;..n in n ture ' s 11 i ldest :·:oo d--prese;:ti ng . parti cu-

larly , very high and mo"'''Y rocks , studded \lit' stunted trees-- t:1e v1'1ole 

ct· n "in_, out very r>erl)ewAicul~·lJ into t_ c li 1e of the \iisrahicco:- , and 

turnin it of.J" very abruptly i!! c..ionofucr i:. ... ectio:::l . 

It w s i n tie year 1732 , tl at the relie;ioniato of Ephl'ata 'first 

ag!'~ed to quit their for:,er aoli:tnry life , and to dwell toc;etl:er i·1 

monostic eociety a monks . Tl is they did firzt , in ~ray 1733 . Their book 

o~ ..... ro icleC"' tl at "the societ. w s enlarged by membcrz fro 1 the 

1)ankc of the ·.7i s d1it:::con 11
• Of course intimating nnd confi!',:line; the idea 

< l:~e~ ., · d't"' need t' + t' er W r- <:: ·Jro therJ,o o•' o-f tl eir O!'der , r}.\7elling 
• 

at or near t' e place . ow ca.llc<i the ·-ron .s tery. 

F'-i.t:;;e 47 . 

T' e ost of' the ~o1flict (""'· ttle of ""er r1to\1 1) wau on t: e nort_eatern · 

· i e of Germantown . T!_ t part of our troopc w~1ich enc_untered tl e ~Iessia:1s 

and ...,ri ti r; , 1 'DI' t2 e j uncti o, o·r the ""i as~· i ca on Yli th t' e Ccl.. yllci 11 , 

'de·"il d 'fort·"" ur o e , afte- t.e. n:r!'·ve· t C'.entnut i!ill , going 

tl ence , cs led 1 :J tv o uide of wlo~ Geor ·e ~ neclower , lately alive , was 



one . 

------------------------
P~ ge 51 . 

Su ry o ~ t' ~e \:Lie yersons , en~aged ,.it}. t' e ar y 1 used ~o make 

or.ca ... io lly , la ardous excu1•sions to visit t heir f~~ilies stealthil.)" , 

;u ·11 t , etc . 0..-1 on occasion lir . Denny , who was a~iliti? lieu tenant 

to is fat}:ler ( s , near t he rnal,ket 11ouse , nnd when going away on horseback 

{from Gcrraantown) at mignie;ht , he cl1anced <to he was i·1te rldi n~ to turn 

into the church lane , to enc unter the r>dvance of a secret eile"lt det· c·/lfent 

l'l"ojn~ against 1.8 F~~·ette e , at Berren Hill. 

----------------Page 61 

It may af·"ord i nteres ·t to so. e , to l e-arn ::tkxJt eome of tl_e local facts in-

~ident to t:. e u.:1ae;ement and retre t of La Fr~yette , t Barren Hil 1 , ·nhere 

he wus i ntcnde d to be surprised and broken up by General Gray 1 such as I 

1 arned the .. to be, ~rom Samue l raul sby , a re opect b le 'S'riendJj. dv;el lins 

t: .. en and sine e at Pl:y:r.o ut:1 ·:ee tinc;-11ouae . 

He was at t:.a t tir e , an a.o ti ye ~nd observing boy. 'f:_e whole British 

J·orc arrive 1 earaly in "t:'le mornin~~ , at the meetinG house , i n the rear of 

Lu }l'ayette , and halted in the pul)lic road , remainin~ there about Bn h Jur 

and a half , eeming~y p erplexed and disappoihte d ; and it is believed , 

deb ... in between u e c!.oice or eo in ~t...JAJ ~.~o copring 1 
.. ill , or lladso1\ ' a 

Ford . The men seemed unveari ed , hut cLagrined and angry. 

He had the n an uncle -- a Capt . Davio , of ~e Pe~~sylvar.i mil~tia , 

who being then with the AJ'!erican an y , and far.:tiliar with all the loculi ties 

of tl e country , \/, s much conoultecl an· often xxiant used as a gui de etc . 

Fro hi ·rr . Haulrnsby learned many facts concerning t· e retreat of La 

F"'ye tteac~roos the Scl.,..ki l~ a_t ·adaon ' o ...,0 c. iuch as La t. the 1~i tiSh 

.1· de th ir anproac.1 wj t_. all !JOG!3i le quit neos and secrecy , in the night , 

'.I'11ey turned at IJ!nther ' s mill , to eo o 1 t;o Plyr.out!l . At that mill J.ived c.. 

Capt . Stoy , ".ho h"'vinc oc~ar;ion to get out of bed chanced to oee tL. c ar.·y 

pa"'"'in hio oor . He i·n."llcdi·'l.tely ran aero"' t fiel ::'1nd pi~' cuts , to 



.. 
g ive L' Fa.fette the a larm, but 1 i o breat fai lin,. h i , ,1e called up one 

udolpl:. ?artl e , who ran on to Ba rren Hill and gave the i nte l ligence . La 

'Ti'ayette L:rme ·:n te l y se.1t o""f :li 0 arti llery to t he ot· .. er s i de of t he Schuyl-

kiJl , a t :r~ dOO' 1 f' nord , and. going h imself to the same place by way of 

Spring :-i .. 1 . •.r.r.ere we~e Oneida Indians att ached to h i s oommand , who 

took tr eir ot·n course · nd had to s\ i m the :-i ver . I n doing tll i B, they left 

behind t1:e a. young prince o:f t we lve yearc o-r ace , w 0r1 t hey t2 ere l amented 

j n f"trone; cri es ~·nd yel l s of di ntrer n , <A being capture d or dro'11 "U . He 

soon a fter appeared , v;rhen tj cy .all kne~eci i '1 so l e:ml pr · i se .:.nd t !1anks i-ving 

to the Great c- irit , fo r h is oa.t'ety . The -rorc e of LaFayette moved on to 

, a lley F o:rge t o join '7ae· i n._.4l0n 1 a ar, y , t:1en there . 
e. 

:!r . · aulmsby sa\/ a. ong tLe Bri ti 1311 sever·,l refugees , i!ho seeroj to 

1)1:! ver c t i v e ad vi sera. So:ne of the h d b een hi o nei e;l-hors . 'I'' ey were 

dressed i n grenni ol uniforms . 

He +o l d me a fc.ct , wbi ch sl oul d be renenberP ~ , s it h elps to 

illustrate many cases , I pres~11e , of lleged c:-uelty and plunder . A p a rty , 

fro t~ e "'oroe lin the road , c ~e i n to 1 is .o t. e r 1 o h ouse un :::er pre tense 

of e;et.tin,; water . They seemed to 1)e highla.nderr ; the s e il~ediately ran 
a.nd drawers 

over t . e 1-:..oue;e and up stai r s , forci ng open che s t~/wi t h their bayonets , and 

t akin off \Vhat t hey liked. Had t he matter ~ted t' ere , tJ:e t whole i gnt 

have been de~~ed n co r. on violence ; but an a cci dent sho~ ed ano~ e r system . 

A...n offi cer came in to nok ::fl!:x i f they could spure a pair of swingle!itre es 

wl ich w: ... en young ::raul msby has found , tl~e price was asked and none 1)eine 

requireci the ~1;SXo f1icer e;ave Jli n a guinea . At this time , a soldier was 

obse:rved runnine to t·.e ho uce for h j s musket \thi ch he had foreotten , and 

out of t h is fact g rew an explanation of t· e previous plunder . Tne off icer 

fort~ntt.'l entre·->ted t hw \ i dow to co e out to the men to de,...ig!'lcte the 

depr edato r s , •assuring Le r t:1e property should be restored , an d t he men 

puPished be;'"'ore h :r f r>ce ; he sayinc; , t' ey Led ·1lr ady been thrcatcnEid with 

d ath , if t ey at te pted to p l under . 



Page 72 . 

TI1ere has been a opi~ion prevalen t about ~~arlliford village , that 

it deri v e it ... name :from FRP.:":K, a b l a ck fellow , and hi!" "ford ", w:.ere he 

kept c ferry fo r passeneers on foot ; but besi des it~ looking too articial 

to · e true , t ere are obvious re~o ons agu~nst t at cause of its na~e , 

It i s cal l ed Fran~ord creek i n Holme ' s m~p , i n 1682 . I see it , as early as 

1701 , r eferred to i n a publi s peti tio1 cone rnine; a ro ad under the nama 

o f :rrunford; bcoi des it lies on t he creek , tLe Indian \r7i ngohocki ng , vrllich 

comes from the "Frankford land Compa...'"'ly 1 s l nnd 11 i n Gen"lDntown . It ,,as tJ1eir 

proper water~ pnsae;e to the river . (Delaware ) 

-------------
Pf' ' e' 1,1:80 

( orri to·~ ) It \' o:1 t= e :!'iver ba1 ·~ , J.t r orristovm , t! .. a t the f irst spa.de 

' a s eet to excavate the f i rst public cana l a t t emp t ed i n t :_e tini ted S:ta~es t 

T i s hould be remembered. 

---------------Page 96 

Doan (doane) Brother s - five o'f the:.: , f'ro Bucks CountJ--'1';'ine lakin·~ men 
e.-

and expert ho r semen . Gre t·Jiward'"' e r offe r ed fo r them . Two were fina lly 

sl.ot i n comhat , ::>nd t o were apprchutd•Jd und execute d. :qo .Yllention of 5tb 

brot1 er~ . '!ere aoo vt" ordi nary rib1)berc , heine; enorous :md hu.>nane '.o a ll 

mo der. t peopl c . 

-----------------Page JJ 99 

ratboro \.a"' known as ' Crobket Bi llet" ~he name derived .f'ro1.: t Le first 

hou e built t1 ere , it bei rg used as a publi c i r' ~ . .. e sl.gn of a 

c rool~ d i ll e t of , .. o od 1 u:1g out as its to ken . The naree Ha t boro wo.s la t er 

bento~ ed on the toun fro t' _e f act t at t he "irst set tler , Joh!l Dawson 

w s a h a.tter t: a t e. igr._ te .: from I. on do~ , i n t' e 1? t h century . , 

--------------.Paee 170 . 

TedyuscunL: A De la, sne chi ef , frcque n t visitor to 'Phi ladel:1hi:-~ , from 

1750 to ' 60. By t 1.i s means , and ll i s f r equent i n t e rcc.,urse \litl: t :.e w:1ite a 



Le 1 d acquired a co petent · no'\(·ledge of our langua e ; l.e .., as a tall , 

larec figure of a man--al ays regarded Li self as at : o:ne i: tJ·e l"orris 

fU~ ily , '·'"-lere .. c \Vac always welconed; lle 6enerally lad sor:1e retinue with 

him , and affected t· .e cl:aracter of somet.'linc cuperi or as a sovereign ; he 

w ... acldi ac ed to occ sio~1al exces"" in drinkinc . On one :tccoaeion , he \ ent 

~itl a do en of l&is train to ··orris ' s countr · ouse at Fairhill-- the .uale 

part of t'.e f~u'li ly b~ing a.'osen t , t' .e fe . les h i d themselves from terror ; ·.e 

ho\,e'rer , entered and blustered about ; one of t".e 1 i:i."ed e irls fenring that 

some ninchief ie;llt be done to .the :pro11erty , "'or t· .. y ·rere searc~.l.ine; the 

clo e ts f'or food · nd dri n:~ , she took up ccur·u-::e nnd we:1 t in .to res train 

them; Tedyuacune affected to friel1ten l.er , saying tLey would ki ll her if 

--he di d not provide them. sor.J.et:ling good; s~ e vapoured in return---out to 

n !.ke t beet of it , c-~ .. e l"i the a ta le and re "re'"" .. eVJ.tc , and · y some 

fine se succee ed to 1.urry t:.e:1: off ; t'.ey h d much nosiy irtll IJefore e;oing. 

1' . orris used to t lk of this afterward , good naturedly to ~he chief ; and 

he uoed to lJro. u "'C no mo:- e to tnke pO"""e· oi o w·tere t· ere \7e .-c :1one but 

women about to receive hhn. 

Governor Dickinson used to relate , tllat he attended a treaty , ·tt 

A.lb-..ny , wJ·ere Tedyuscung WPS a neeoti· tor ; wl~ile tbere , at a tine w11en 

~ · ol ie f \1 s r.1aking en i 11- timed Sileecl , being excited by a surpl uc of 

o tron drir.k , Li o \,i .... e , v:Lo we prcse.,t , u·>!1 l eard to speak i n the oat 

modest andsi l ver y tones i magi nable in ~ e Indi~n toneue; t e :Jelody of 

er tones enc: n ted every ear\ while nhe :Jpol"e , ske looked Bteadfaetly 

and ~ i tl . uch hu: ·i li ty to t e rou: r ; • verybo dy w s curm ous to inquire 

o .... tl e c ief what s:1e s:....id , )\e ans•:ered rudely---"Ho t s' e's nothine but 

a poor 'eclc woman! --sLe has ju&t told me it w .... e unv;ort:~· fue di£3nity 

ru d t'ee rep uta. ti on of ~ g!'ea t kine , lilce me , t.o ow .. ys 1:' xx dr unken 

before t c~ cotl!"cil of t:.e ~1Ption ." 

Pa~;c 171 

Isaac Still: 'as a celevro:ted Indian of' good e ·ucatio~1 , le'· ·er or the 

1 ..,t re in,... of t1 e ::Jelav1areo dj cen~ to Plil de phi . ~~e wa. a CLristi 



man of fine mo~alo an .uch ~-cod senc;e ; and ' ~-erefore a played aa 

a ent nd interpreter , i n .,.,r~1ecl. E ell s Engli sh , i n na:ny iroport:mt 

i'"' mons to dist nt Il di ans j. :.e n s said to _a e travelled furt 1er over 

the surf ce of our coun""Cry to t e unknown \.i l do of t TierJ t, +J e!l any 

otl...er individual , · n h~ving seen , s 1 e said , t:' e Roch.'"Y :E:trJ.ntuins and 

t ~~ '111 i te I ndianc: ; ' i ti Sournal of observa -:ions was deened i mportant and 

vme t erei'ore taken dov:n ·)y Eoneone for pu'l i catio1 , ,~u""C t·here it is now 

is not knoun. - -------In 1771 he ' oved fro.l ~ernwntown to .,..,uckinc;hrua , pur-

posine t1 ere to collect l:i~ scattered tribe and to move them off to the 

'la'bash , "fnr <'\7ay 11 as he said , " from Ya and rurn " . Tis he effected in 

tl f·ll of J775 , .. avi:1.;; ".'lit! him about forty persons , chiefly females, 

as t e men and e young and active( 'Lbout t\·:enty) had "'one on 'before . 

'"r . Saz:.uel Prea ton w: o , i tnessed thci r departu""e , Jescri beci Still as a 

-rinc loo':in :nP' , earing a :r.,.,t ornamented \7ith fc.athers , tl~e wo .... en , al l 

bareheaded , en.ch loaded \ i th a l arge pack on her bac~< , f.:J.s tene .\ ,_,,i th 

b!'ortd str"'ps acrors t' eir forel eadG, thus mtiki ng t eir head be r nuch of 

t l e i:>urthen , they pro ceedecl in rcgul r ·form of marc:. . Thus end d i "l tJ e 

ye· r 177 5 , tl c l ast vestige of tl1e Lenni Lena pe from t:1e neie;hi)orl ood o:fl 

P il d lp ia, and from Bucks County and Jeroey! 

·-----------P:: ~e 1?2 
uc · Count iR lr;o id"ntified 'itl.. no-t er Indian , of e;reatest f . .unc , even 

of the Tamanend , (or Tarr~ane~ · s Penn opclls ·is na. e) tLe tutelary saint 

of our country l His remains repose DXXX by the sic o'!." a cprina , not far 

~roM Doyl ~torn . A letter now before me , ~ro rny f iend , ~ . ~ . says , "I 

have .j t returned -~Doin visi tin t: e i de:otical ::;pot in \'T~ic:1 the celebra.tec 

!ntiian c ief, 't . memane y;ar 'buried , It io about four , ilec from t:_is vill-

ae , j n "' benu ti ful s i tua ti or, 'l. t t LC ide of an e'ldleos spring , ""hi ch 

a 4'ter runni1.g about a furlong , er..pticc i nto tJ e 'Tec;}:ami11y ,-- G' e pot ir1 

wo1~ t vi si tin'-'1 and t e refl ecti on!3 it a\: ke s are v.o:rtth l ea~t.e ' o W"'lk" • 

..... : ere ifJ "'0 e t 'V.di tion existi'lc; t' r ki T· en end ( T"'c...mane) one e 



had hie c· 'bi n tld r ei lence on t1 e eadow near the . i dGe road , situated 

m1d r a ere t elm tree on.Francis ~ar . Tile char~ cter of TaL1anend is told 

, t l en tl i ... +1 e interectir. 1 or:;: of Heckewelde r . 

------------ -
n 17~8 , so1 e ten or t Y:relve I nd. i ane i n" an tawna , on t.J~e Sc_.uylkill , fell 

into a quarrel \,it}-_ t1 wbj t~"r: , ·.nd oevera l v1ere killed. Governor Gordon , 

in (:onse uence visits tie L1dinas ut Ji'ra n cl: cr eek , :nd a t " Indi an •rown" 

at Conestogoe " 
1 

to i ncite thera. to peace 1 nd he, porclai ns , that nof moleat

• ti on ohull be of'fcrcd to any o-r t r .. e I ndi · n C nations t. e i '11 our bo-:derc 1 

1 

to wi t : "Del mnarefl 
1 

Conestoe oe , Ganawese , 8ha·uense , :l:'ingoes . " 

-------------------Page 17 5 . 

I J'ul y 700
1 

t! ere ''as " aurvey line , fro Phila 'elpi..ia dire.ct to ('O us -

quehanna , c o i n out ni : t ~w .out' of t e Con eo toea creek , a little 

nor nort. , ( ·out .rour iles) near to "an old fort , dei .. olished" . T' io 

v "S i n conse uence of eurveyor- genert. l Holltdt' e purG!1 ae of' a ll t:~e l an .., 

f: o Upl anci creek to Pemapeckr> (T>:nny:!_)ack) cret"1r , ncl ""O backward o c:"ua -

queha nna , two days ' journey. The whole ie said to have n eert bou L. t of tJ.~ e 

Tndi ;m kinCfS nnd a<. kamar:kerr" , for t e u e of \'i J li Pe nn--bour; t of Shak -

. o:ppah , Secr.1mi nc , . . lal)or~ , ':::'angoras , Indinn Kinp«; ; ··.,d 'aa kecasho , '\,·warrin , 

Te~1o u,)J' , rarrt~ ck ... , ""'e:: onhailci n , I ndi an saka.macker.J . I notice "'±at in 

t1 e map 01 tJ e line of survey , t\.O Indinn pat.~o traver e it obliquely , 

nortl. ect l)y ort -- tt.e first f'rom Phil delp'l i a , is a t Roc::y ::tun , ( 15 

ni.i l es ) bet\ een t!_e he d •. :]te :..·~ of Ri dley and Ches ter creeke- , und a,.n.~n at 

38 miles , t o i lee beyo:1d 2)o e run . T'ne e f· c ts I found rP c orde d in a 

survey Eo ok ~bl- , i n t h e l and offi,.e , nd t c ··boYo extr~~ts arp -from .t l e 

warra t of ourvey , by Holme . J3e iow fo llow ot er f cts on t:.1.e same "'Ubject 

al l ten din · to s1 ow t r ,, treaty by -r: ich t.':le l cm2.:1 of Pl;.il d.elpLia ~i ty anll 

county are held. . 

Phi 1 del}?:.ia . 



I ~. ki d ~ ·~ ""k ' ,. . "~' ,.,., T k --- n'..ll.an n6s ; an ... o .a~ .. ecasno , "awarrl.!1 , •. enouu< ... an , a.rrec a , 
. 

l-!esonl aUrin---Indian Saka::nackerc , and the rest col':'c rned : 

· ·hereas I hnve pm.·ch 8ed an1 hotw'1t of you , the Indian kine::~ nnd 

eaka:nackere , for t' e use of Governor \:i l li 'ml Penn , r 11 your land from 

Pemapecka ( ?cnnyp cl'::) creel to Upland cree'r , fld '"'O b ckw!:'rd to Chesapeake 

bay a:1d 0 Usqueh nna , t ·.-o days ' journey; that is to say , as far as a man 

can eo into days , ~c u~der tl e h·nds anC seals o~ you~ e ~ai: kines 

may .... e. r ; ''H to the end J l.'lUy have a certain knowledge of t .e l~nd 

back <" rd , nd t at I mn.y b~ ena1)led a:r:d be :9rovided against tLe time for 

r unni ng t' e said two days ' j oul·ney , I do :here· y ppoint and autJ orize my 

lovinu ffriend , 3enjrunin C'n:r'.J.hers , 9 f Phil rdel·phia , wi tl a convenient 

nu~ber of men to assist h i n , to mark out a weGterly l i ne from Phi l adelp:ia 

to 0
U quehann~ , · t t so the oai d line may be prepared and !nale ready for 

I'TOinc t' e said t\"0 d"ys ' journey backward he'!:eafter , \lhen notice is eiven 

to you ·e said kinss , or ~o- e of you, t tLe tile of goin,. the said 

line ; nd I do hereby de i re and require , i : ~ e name of our said Governor, 

Penn , that none of yuu , the said ltines , oaka:na~kerc , or ·':1y o~!J.er I·A"liano 

whatso e-ver, t1 at !1avc for merly been co:n.cerne rl in eai d t r ac te of la.;,.d , d o 

presume to of·"er any interruption or hindrance in 11akine out t.~e said 

line , but r<;Other I e pect your ffurther<·1ce and <-eiot nc .. , if occ.,sion 

be · erein ; and th~t you will be k i nd and l ovi ng to my said friend , Beu-

jarnin Cha::nbers , and his company , for wJich :r shall , on t e;over· or ' s 

'behalf, be kind and l ovi ng to you here[ fter , s occ~sion may r equi re . 

Wi t nee.s my hand and seal , thi s ? th day , of the 5th month , called JulJ , 

bej.ng the fourth year of t he rei en of our gr eat king of Engl an , md the 

eightt. of our proprietary, Wil l i am Penn ' s government . 

A true copy fr om the oriei nnl , by Jacob Taylor. 

Tho. Holme. 

'ldtJ.1 tl e f o rego i ng paper i s a di o.e;rai:1 of the ground p l o t of the ourvey . 

It g es di rect from Philadelphia city to a spot or .. t e Suequeh<:'nna , abo u t 

• three I!liles above t e n:outh of t e Conestoge , near to a spot marl ed , "fort 



demolished" . 

In the book of " Charters and Indian .D eds" , (secretary of state ' s of-fice 

and recorded 30 years ago) (1814) page 62 i~ given the deed of tl1e foregoing 

eranted lan f' I to YJi t : 

We , Sha' hoppaL , f,ec-.'1e , ~ralebor e , Tangorr:> r; , Indi an a~kamackere , and 

rig: t ow·nern of ye lands lying betvJeen uacopar.acken , ali as UplaJ1d , noVI 

c<: llcd Cl1cs ter River, or creek , c..nd the river or creek called Pemapecka , 

no\ celled Dublin cr~.ek , be(!inlhing at a hill cal l ed Conshohockin , mn the 
a 

river 'ranai unck , or Schoolkill , fro. thence ectendi ngfp r a llel l ine to the 

soid L:acopanackflr, (elias Chester creek) by a southwesterly course and 

from · t:te said Conshohockin h ill to the afb'r es8id Pe:rn.apecka ( '"llias. Dublin 

er e l) 1>y the caid paral l e l line northwesterly , and so up along the sa.id 

J?em£ pecka a€i far as tl·e creek extends , and Go from thtmce northwesterly 

back unto t.le woodo , to Liake up a full tt7o days ' journc.J , ~c far as a 

1 en ce:n go in tv.o days , from the sai d station of the eaid parallel line 

£ t tl: e n .• id ·''ucopo.nackan , a l it e ChesLer creek---FOR A:m nr CO!"f;ID:LJRATION 

Of 200 'fathoms of wampur: , 30 fathoms of duffella , 30 guna , 60 fathoms of 

stra~d waters , 30 kettles , 30 shirt s , 20 gun belts, 12 pairs shoes , 30 

pai r s stockings , 30 pairs sci ssor s , 30 combs , 50 a xe s , 30 knives , 21 tobacco 

tongs, 30 bars l ead , 30 llbs powder , 30 awls , 30 gl asses , 30 tobacco boxes , 

30 paper beads , 44 llbs red l ead , 30 pairs hawkn ' bel l s , 6 drawing knives , 

6 caps , 12 hoes , ----To uo i n hand well and truly paid by \rillia.m Penn , 

proprietary and govern or of , ennsyl vania and territories--Do these pre s ea1us 

GRANT, J3ARGAL" , SELL ANDE'fC , all r ight ,· title and i nterest THAT \E OR 

AliT OTHERS SHALL OR lrl.Y CLAn· i n tbe same--hereby renouncing and d i sclaiming 

forever < ny claim or pre tense to t! e prer-ises , T.'Ql~ US , om HEIRS , AliD 

SUCCESSORS , A~J) P.~: OT!- ER l }-Dllt.liS \ii .ATSOEVER----In wi tnecc whereof we 

uet our hnndo and oeals , & c ., t.'-l i s 30th day of the 5th llO ., cal led July, 

and i n the ye or 1685 . (Signee') 

Sl akahappo;... V Secane 
!:Dle1)ore ~ Tangoras 



Sealed and delivered to 'J.omas :ro lme, president of the provinciel 

council, i n tl.e presence of uo ----

GP..EAT 1Jm OF THF r·-r ~·T-:, . 

Tareckhoua ~ Lasse Cock 

Penoughant 3 l'ouns Cock 

\ .. esakent ~ Swan Swanson 

Kacocah~houfl ~ Ism li'ranpton 
. 

Nehallas __J\_ Saml. Carpenter 

::::::::nin r ~ Wi ll Asley 

Arthur Cook 

Tryall Holme 

:·ote : King Ta.manend and "retamequan mod a tr E.. t wit: \illi am Penn on 23dey , ) 

4t.lJ. rnonth , 1683, rorlands ne·'r :~eshamineh ,,.es::_arninyJ creek Et.."1d thence C 

to Pemapec! P . Tam.anend' s mark is thus ~ 

Indian Hames of I'laces , by Heckevrelder. 
( 'J~ge l CQ ) 

Scl:uylki ll ( Gansho~ehanne) ::neaning tl e " noisy s tream" becu"e of its ) 
fells and ri ples . 

Little Sc: uylkilJ. ( Tamaquon) 11 t. e Beaver stream" or place where tl ey 
aiJounded . 

Delaware 

(:• eneiunk) "our pl"' ce of. dri nkint;." or to se~ble to d"ink . ) 

River(:;·ukericl Kitton) originalb~ must ·.ave meant in r eferenee} 
to ':'renton fall .. , !leaning "strong", "rapid" 
like the falls . 

" i reahicko!l ' is~ mekhr n) "catfiel creek" of (~,'i:::;auchsican , "stream of ) 
yello\·1ial colour" 

Shakam xon (. c:t.achareekr.;ink) "a place of eels" 

Cohocks · r]~ ( Cuweuh' ckink) "pine l ands " 

"v.ingohockin (r ine;eha.ckinr·) 11 fi ne land for p l antin 11 or "fa.vori te "pot" 

llann tauny (1 e!'.:. a ttanink) "w ... ere we drank" J 
Tulpeho cl'::en ( Tulpevtihc-~ cki) 11 t e lan · of turtles" 



v.yor.1 i n'" (same) 11
"' rive.,.. havi11g larce flats on it". 

~ isauki. ( . i sachein) "grapes " o-r_ they pl~ce vhere they grow in plenty 

Pittsburg { C· lled ? enachkink , "'.Jy t1 e Indians me; nine; "a sec~red place!! , 

11 a fort 11
• 

Juniata , is an Iroquois word tbats meanine is now lost . 

Pennsylvania t• ey called Q;uoekelink , " the country of Q,uakers 11 } 

Hoboken (hopoken) 11 a tobacco pipe " 

Burlin ton (Tschi chohacki ~ "ancient" or" ol deElt plalllted l and" 

Potomac (Pedhcn:unock ) " they are com.ine by ".ater " 

Chesapeake Eny (Tflchsich'Waweke) "great ~altish bay" 

Po\hatan - e chief and also the name given to tl e James River . 

Focohnnta 11 a run between two hills" 

Rappa} annock (Lappilwnne) 11 \7: ... ere v1· ter ebbs and flov1s" 

Sucquehanna--Hnnna m.eans"river"and eusque means 11muddy11 

Temanen , probabl;<l '!amenenc' , t.'l-J.e chief , "the affable" 

Heckewelder states that Tedyuscung wao burned i n his house on the 

Susquer. · n:nc . 

Page 219. 

In refering to pirates in loral waterP : 

A some incidental proof of the "asoi ntr.nce on oho re" from pi ra ten , 

h ol !B. i ng t1 air p l ace amonc us under the former Act of Obl ivion an Par don , 

\'e rnay add , to nit : Isaac ::orr i s , yrriting to his friend in October 1? 18 , 

says , "llY eon Harrison , moving from -~aryland, had al l h i s :r..ouseho l d goode 

and a value of English goods and stores , on board of G. Grant ' s shallop , 

taken bet• een Apoquininy and .. ·ew Castle , ·md carried off , u i th two 

valuabl e nee;ro men , by e i ght or ten piratec , i n an open boat--- rogues 

tlat lately carne in on tt.e ki:n,·'s procl amatioY1 L Grant , ( t he owner of the 

ehallop 1) i a suspected to 'be i n the confederacy , and is i n prtis on---

hPvjng secreted goods belongi n to R. Harrison , found ith h i m, to the 

' 



value of forty or fifty pounds . # 

. # This i s t he same family into which t h e Hon Charles Thomson me.rr ie d; 

t!~ey s et tled at E.'arri ton , in :i'eri011 , where C. T. lived and died. 

The Swedes : 

~. 
Page 22? . 

The ar·ival time of th e Swedes on t h e De l aware has hitherto been 

a difficult subject to seetl e vv th certainty. I shall herein endeovor 

to SETTLE the dete as t h e year 163?, for t h e reasons which v:ill be f o und 

I h ad , in my former edition of Annals, set it down a & th e year 1631 

t aking my da te from Campanus . But he was not so good an authori ty as 

t h e Rev'; l:r . Rudma n's US account , s ince mad public by t.."le Rev. ; .r . Clay , 

i n lis l a te p ublication , "the History of the S'.vedeo on the De laware" . 

Thomas Campanus Folm, w1 o wrote the h iotory which he publi ·hed i n 1?02, 

derived it all from Lis grandfathers l"S notes and papers , .... nd may have 

ec-~si ly mi o taken 1631 ·"'or 163?; or the difference may have been a printer !3 

error , eari1y made . Tro: t he r-ane caure , Proud, whi u ted t..l-J.e time 162? , 

may have '\'Jri tten 163? , <.md be en mispril1ted by ten year"' ; just as k±s:t 

h i s printer printed the 24 t h o f October instead of t:r..e 27th Octover as 

the l anming day of Penn at New Castle . 

The Rev . John Ce··npanus , who came out with Governor Printz i n 1642 

muot hAve.knoVln , and have written the true date, i f he had had occasion 

to have i ntended to mark ~HE TI J!ID . This history by h i s gran dson , Tho!!las 

Campunus Holm , however , onl y speaks i nci dental l y ; for when s p eaking of 

t l e subscription and sanction of the :public men to t he colonization , as 

do11e i n 162?, .e oaye , "SOON A'FTER the Swedes a nd Finns went to the 
t 

'"'outh Rt>ver"---the Delaware. At another place he says , "th e C~lristina 
, 

:fort was f . rst built \1HEN the Swedec XRlbc arrived i n 1631" . From such 

a uthority , many of t.1e subsequent v ri ters may :ave been mid.led. First, 

ve copied \r~g~ y , and from h im Smith and Proud 



take the time o~ 1627 ; and others , like FoLY1eq , i n r~s A"D.eri can Annal s ,--

the time OF THE FORT , in 1631. Etc Etc Etc 

Page 229 . 
(Delmmre) 

The banks of the ri veri are i r.habi ted by a great Jmlimber o .... I ndians of 

DI PFERJill::T nations. Their pri nci:pal to\rnS are SIX. Po a tqui ssinp· , 

Perntck:packa , {Penni:pac) ·,requiquenzke , .ickquakoJ'lic:P (Vliccaco) Paa ayunk , 

and Na ttaballonclc( Schuyl kill) In each tow., there i c a aachen or chief . 

The Schuylkill i'J, (\\e thi nk , the sru1.e ) call ed "Uenejeck"(l!anayunk) a 

large cr eek. 

Calabash is a plant gro\':ing il1 vines all along the river . 

He asserts that the Swedes made the first ee ttl ement i n the reign 

of Gustavus Adolphus , at the instance and publ i cation of Wil1ia.l1l Ure 

ali ne; , a Dutcr.::man . He IlTFERS that it must have been i n 162'7, (tLe time 
• 

iven by Proud) because a.ll the prepar~tion for it was madd in 1626 , 

by the king' s proclamation and s r ant of license to such a settlement 

IN THAT YJi:AR ; tLe people of ~"'VIe den WERE TO "':illBARK in the month of 

l~arch; and :those frorn Livonia and Finl and ; i n Mny , of the year 1627 . 

(Tl. i s i;s the year of the bilr th of Q,u een CLriati nP , who began , at s i x 

yeare of age , i n 1633 , to reign) 

lTo tea from " T'.c..e Swedes" Page 239 

A letter from Gov . Andress , of t he date 14th ugust 1677 , i s received 

read and recorded , aut11orizing t .. e direc tine THE PURCHAC:::E of the Indians 

of a e~all t r ct of land, ·roT YET PURCHASED , "it is said ~' of about tv;o 

miles in length , a~ong the river , bet\een the l ate pm~chase up to the 

Falls --- to tr.e end that the same may be ettled. He also requires that 

returns be m~de of all lands, heretofore possessed , unto t~e clerk of 

the court . 

Pe.ge 24? . 
It taken into consiil.llerati o_ t at it is ver necessary tl at a mill 



s7 
should be bui lt ~t:he Schuylkill ( a t the precent falls of Schuylkill) 

" and there being no fitter place than the fall!; CALLED Captain Hans 

:Woeno 'falls "-- the court decideo t lat eit er th e ca:r>tain ought to 

buil d a mil l there , (as he says he will) or else suffer another to 

bui ld there for the CO!.:lmOn good of the parts . 

And upop. the request of Jan Shoetan, " the court grants him a small 

tract of l'Ik'1rrish(marsh) lying a t aforesaid great mill fall , at the end 

thereof; that is to say , so much as is fd>r to mow four otacks of hay- - 

<:lnd the said mill f2ll being a RUl! that comes i n the SchuyDdll" (The 

same running by Redi ngers and HAgners mills The writer has in h i s posse

ss ion the deed to Capt 1 oena .) 

--------------Page 248 

l nno Loencen and Peter Joctl.'n. vs Peter Rambo , Senior , com:r>lains that 

ambo ro l s h is marsh land , and asks restitution. Witne~oes declare 

tl nt t hey know Capt"in Hans ~:oene, to have :mowed the hay on some par t 

of t} at "FLY! Tl e court orders the first paten t under Gove:r-nor Lovelace 

to posGesr title , e.nd that the defendant shall possess (This was at 

Schuylldll ,f· lls and I have t he deed} . 
_____ ___ .., __ __ _ 

Page 249 . 

An individual &t the Falls is fined 4 puun ds for selling liquor to the 

Indians . Adjour ed to second Tuesday of Septer.1ber 168 1, and i n mea~ 

time, the government is chr1nged and transfered to ·~illiaro.1 Penn, by an 

order, RECORD..~D, fro~ Anthony Bro ckhol_l3 , acting governor of l7ew York , 

under date June 21 , 1681 , and commanding t e people to OBEY 11 \7illi~m 

Yarkham , deputy eovernor" , un er the net eoverruaent of Pennsylvania. 

John La ttson, Swen Lam, Lace D..~lboo, 100 acres ea<"'h , at Vleisaaki tkdmk , 

now \. issahiccon. (Lands gr; nted Gratis by the court of Upland Doting 

u 1der tl e govern ent of Sir . Edmund n, from 1676 to 1681) 

I) 4Afvt; I{, 1/ I 



Page 249 
Lands Granted under ~ove1~~ent of Sir Edm . P~dro~s i n the years stated 

above in brackets) Court of 11 , Sept . 1677 

Ca:pta.i n Hans I·o enc , 300 acres up Pennepak creek. 

Benja in C'roodman , 100 acres up Schuylkil l , next to Richard Ducket'e . 

Lace Colaaan , Pelle La~raen and Peter Erickson , 100 acres each, near 

the Falls of Schuylkill . 

ndries J . Inc~~oeren , 200 acres i n ~1e Schuylkill , just bef re Beaver 

Island . 

Lace and Oele Dalbo , 200 acres i n the Schuylkill , just before Beaver 

Island . 

Page 232 . 

It m, ~ be remarked tiat ~~eir names are often compounded , after the 

manner of the ~elsh , by adding th word son . TI.us Paulsson {Poulson) 

is t.r e son of Paull ; Lucasson is the son of Lucas , {Luke) and Goran 

~rri ceo on, is the sone of Eric , And Er lc Go ran soon i c the son of Go ran , 

Svenoon , i s the sor. of Sven i . e . Sv·anson , etc . 

Page 252 
Manfy f'wedes settled along the weo tern aide of the Schuylkill. Mat thi as 

Holstein , a pri111itiv- settler i n Upper Merio:n , took up , one tr .. ousand 

acres there . l!auntz Rambo , an aged Swede, alive about E'ixty years ago , 

born near tl e c,rede ' s Ford, vas acelebra ed hunter i n his day; he killed 

numerous deer i n the l~eig:.:.bo rhhod i n ni" time-- once he sl-ot a panther 

vLich he found iterepting to 2 ttack his. dog . He rel'!!embered :many Indians 

ctill a~ong the , i n h i s young2r dayr . 

A writer nhout the year 1755 saye 1·in r.onnectioJ::J with an article con-

cernine the Germans i n Pennsylvania , " T"'.ao .'ail.ev: Mr . Schlatter ir:~ made 

visiting and traveling ,inspector and. ac;ent, "'nd the Rev. Dr . Smith, our 

charged with t!.e publication of a Ger.nan newspaper . " 
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The tamp Act , resisted. Page ~70 . 

Dr . Franklin , \:ho wee afraid his countrymen would show too mucl... exultation 

a.nd triumph, wri tee in is letter of the 27th of February 17e/,, to Cliarles 

Thomson , sayi11 · , "I trust the behavior of the 1'!leri cans on tbi s occasion 

will be so :prudent and grateful as that their friends here (in London) 

will have no reaso!l to be as:hamed ; and that our enemies , who predict that 

~1e i ndulgence will only make us more inso lent and ung6vernable , may 

find themselv ~s false prophets . 

P&ge 271 

Another letter of B. Branklin' e to Charles Thomson , of the 11th of July 

1765 , cays, "I did all I could to oppose the act , but the tide was too 

stror.r . The ~ation wan p~ovoked by American claims of independence , and 

all parties joined i :c r esolving by this act to settle the point, "etc. 

Page 2??. 

'rhe following is a list of Governors as t hey served in succession from 

the origin of t he province, to wit , 

1682 Oct . William Penn , Proprietor, a.cted ao governor till 
1684 Aug Thomas Lloyd F.sq president of counci l till 
1688 Dec Captain John Blacknell, deputy governor till 
1690 Feb. Prc~ident and cou~cil 
1693 April 26th "Jenja~in Fletcher, governor 

June 3rd Vlillia.m rarkhrua. Esq. Deputy Governor 
1699 Dec 3rd Willian Penn acted as governor again 
1701 l:1ov let .Andrew l'amil ton Esq . d.eputy go~rnor (a Scotsman) 
1703 Feb Pr~eident of council, Edwar d Ship~en, till 
1?04 Feb. John Evans, deputy governor till 
1709 Feb. ChaZles Gookin, deputy governor till 
171? ?larch Sir. William Keith , Bart, Deputy Governor till 
1726 June Patrick Gordon, deputy governor till 
1736 June James Logan , preeident of council till 
1738 June ~~or~e ThomaP, denuty gover~or till 
174? June Anthony Palrilell_, p.r;rsident of oo·uncil till, • " 
1748 June J.ameo +a~ikto~ , deputy governor till June(an American) 
1754 Oct. Robert Hunter Morrie , deputy governor till 
175 C5 Aug . 19tll William Denny , d.eputy governor till 
1759 lov . 17th James Hamilton till 
1763 Oct 31st John Penn , son of rtichard, till 
1 ?71 :May 6th~ James Hamilton, rJtesi dent of counc 1 ti 11 
1771 Oct 16th Richard Penr oucceeded. 
1773 Aug J~~n Penn, a second time governor , till 
1776 Sept 

.,_ ___ 1?7? Harcl -----== 



1?78 Oct 
1781 l.,.ov 
1?32 Nov 
1785 Oct 
1?86 Oct 

• 

1790 Oct 

• 

cutive Council, 
Jame Bued Pr .... oident of Supre:ne Exccuti v.; ~ounci l 
'\"filliam :ro ore " II II " Jo n Die' inson II " " 11 

~enjrunin Franklin II II II II 

T: ome.s ~i ffl i :v1 " II II II 

'Iller succeeded the · ew C nsti tution, and the first Gover nor
nay, 

was Thor.1aa lli ffli n , w-:10 served t':rec ter.ns of' three 
yearn each , to October 1799, after which Thom~.o J:o 
Kean waa governor for tl1 ee consectutive ~er1s of 
three years eoch. 

--------------------Page 299 . 
I eive , f"'om an ori :i·1al bi ll of my friend, Col . Allen _:cLane , a pur 
chase of 1781--- to wit : 

Capt A. HcLane, 

Januury 5 1781 

1 nair bo ota 
6~-ydr c~lico, a $85 per yard 
6·yd~ of er-intz , at $150 do 
4..Z yds moreen , at 0 100 do 
4 handkerc~iefs , at ~ 100 do 

Bo't of W. Nicoll, 

600 
752 
900 
450.50 
400 

8 ydo quality binding at ~4 per yard 
1 skcir o-r silk 

32 
10 

If paid i n specie b.a l Os 
Received paynent in full 

Pac.;e 323 

$3;!«::"~ 
For \Vm . Nicolls , 

Jona. Jones . 

Colonel Allen McLane : :cl ane , at the beginning of the war , W9.G a man 
04" propert .... , all of wr.J.cl) l:e sold, a·1d freely ua .,d :1is nnney to enlist 
and clothe a company e.t' his own charge. Hio continental :r.:toney went 
down to al:1oat nothing i '"' his hnnJ.s; but he cared fo·r none of theoe 
things whjle · e coulc' flO U'"'efull;t: serve his country. !"'uc: a nan--so 
das i ng and valorous in is enterprise , lived to become a grave and 
religous char, cter . }:e was t: e ~~ther of Secret·1.ry ·rcLnne, who was also 
for so 1e ti::!e our recident minister at London . 

Page 366 
1822 :Februa;:-• 21 The ice and.., a er car1e over Fai rnou1t dam to a depth 
of nine feet, and brought with it the T'?llo bridge entire , which pasGed 
over t .e dAJ"l' wi tl.out injuring it , < nd \ ent between the piers of the 
::arket-s:jree t bridge. A-t t his ~esh, the general body of aater far ex
ceeded t: ~ fres:1 i~1 1804; ao t: ~ rising to muc'1 t:"le--,, was owing to ice 
c;orging a·)ove . T.tle f resh of 1822 , from Readi ng down , is considered to 
have posse::sed the grea teat bo ,:;y ,f \later and ice ever k ..... ownl a t that 
place the river wu.s t\Telve feet high . 

1824, April ?t~: During the l ast four months t enty fre~heta ~ave occurred 



&I 
in Schuylkill . 

_n 1824 , Jul y 29tL: "The bridge at Flvt aock , on Schuylkil l a nd Poole's 

bridee i n Front Street wwEe consider aoly da~~ged . A l arge quant t ty of 

lumber and rift wood was c arri ed down tJ1e otr e:JJ:'l fro r!l t h e bor ders of 

the Schuylkill , and a man who wac endea vorine t.o co l lect a portion of 

it was unfortunalbely drowned yesterday morninc , "below ""i'airfa.ount dar.a.. 

Page 373 

It \'/"'f3 probably a'oout t h is period of time that Thomas Jefferson(say 

about 1760) crune to Phil delphia , on purpose to get innoculated for 

the ~allpox , and was placed i n a cottage houed , back fro:n the ~. 

city , near the SchuylkilL It uao then ti1at C!!a!'l e~ Thomso!l first 

"became ac quai!lted vi t h him , and from him I derive t :1is fact . 

Paee t Ol 

Ne\ spa~er subscribers: I :r look i ng at t!1.eir namea, t hey manifestly 

pre~ent t Le elite of t ' e city , and the men of prosp ri ty C'1'1one the 

t radc n.rnen . 'T1 ey 1)esideo present lila to our present view t:1e i r 

"wl ereabouts 11 then . 

I observe t hat IUg. Street then precented by very fev; na.ues - - but 

runon~ tLe I see C:~arle c Thomso"'1 , secretary, Dr . Benjru.lin rranklin , 

.ioh~ Bi ddle . Water Street is filled with the name of the gentry , ouch 

as , Rees e ·enedi th, 1;1a::1y of t he V.'hartons , Shar p Delany , Geor~e c;cymer, 

Robert ·orri'3 . Front Street, too , uaa thel1 a eentry place- - l..avine; 

such nas Nat haniel Allen , :Benjarlli.n ·Chew, Thomas liiffl i 1 , J ames and 

Clement 3 i ddle , ~'ill i aJa Pe ters , several Fi ohers and \V!:['..r t.ono , Fi3h-

1->ournea , and Alexander xxxt•hnrlc •·r11cocks . In Seco dd Street • Hi char d 

Penn , J u.rneo and 7."'illia"l1 Logan , J ames ,and John Pe::nborton , Thor1as Bon d , 

sver a l of tl e · o ... ri~ f ::u1ily , Benja."Uin Levy , Blair 1.~;.cClenaghan . Etc 

Puee 459 
~ention ... ant r a cite coa l experi ent"' ate l$l.ll ... of sc::uylkill and on 



p ge 460 :nenti oned Hazard and "'hite and thei r wire mill a t FallA . 

Canals : 
Pnee 467 

If our i nfo.rr!l.atio.., e correct we may a ttribute to David i.~i t-

' ten:1ouse , the 3BtronoP.ler i a!ld. to Doctor · .. 'illicJ!l r-mit"l , provo s t , t! e 

c redit of be i ng the first l aborour s i n this important measure . 

'· e believe i n the y ear 1762 David Ri ttenhouse and Doctor 7i lli run Smith 

~ t t he Aame time , Gurveyed And levelled a r oute for a canal to co•·mect 

th \a te:i..'S o .t' the Susque:1anna. nd Schuylkill rivera , by mean a of ~1o 

r-wa t era ?nd Tulpei1ock~n cr eeks\ TLe Union Canal , \7l: i ch has s i nce 

acc o:-nplished thls object , p asses over a po:rtion of tl is route , w ich wae 

s urveyed for a cruial a t the time of t he colonies . 

As :Joon after the war of Independence , 'l.S circurn.st nces would per.nit 

the sche:ne v:a"' begun . On the 29th of September , 1791, a company was 

incorporated to ±:m e ffect a portion o.t' t he p l f'n , of wr_om Robert !:orrio , 

David Ri tte:nhouse , William Smi tL , Tenc:1 :B'rancis and other a we:re named 

as co ~i ~s ioncro . TI1ey were authori zed ro connect the Susqueh~1na and 

Schuylkill by a c anal of s l ck ter na.vi ga tion. 

PaBe 475 
Ri ver Schuylkill. 

Thi s name , g iven it o.v the Dutcl.. , is caid to expre a:J , "Hidden 

1 iver 11 , it not bei ng v i sible · t the nouth ao you as c end t h e Delaware . 

F-ro the I n diana it bore t !.e name :.fanaj un.g , , a n a iunk , and i n Holmea ' 

map it is call ed the _Ti ttabaconck. It i s told ao a tradition t hat the 

Indians c~,.ll d t • .e river t he other , and t :.at \'7ha t is called n_aiden 

creek:', a br mch of the Schuyl k ill abC?ve Readi ncs , :as called "On tee

l aunee", m JC:minr, the little daurhter of a. great mother . The letter of 

'Governor Stuyvesant, of 1644 , to Colonel --icolls , s yo t hey discovered 

ti~e var sc e Rivierte-- :he little ~re ln1ater river , i n 1628. 



I have he :.rd it co·"j ec tured t· at t:.e flat gro und of Pe ..,.g ' s· mural , 

and tl e low groun' of 0ohocsink swaup, "\re t he beds of tLe Schuylkill , 

wl ich m y hav-e pasoed tl"".ere before Fair ou.l'lt barrier gave \-:ay--one cr..an -

nel laving come fro!!!. Fairu ount to Pe eg' s swrua.p, 'L"ld t he other fror~ t'1e 

Falls of Schuylkill by Cohocksink. T'ne partic ihlars , of this t heory ;':lEIY 

be r e:Jd i . rny HS annale , P 352- -353 , i n t : e Hie tori'cal .Joe iet.t of Penney-

lvanin. . 

I n t e year 1 ?01 , \iillial rl Pem1 v!ri tea to J ames Logan , saying , 

"Pr; y see the ut 1ost of poor· a rshe ' s project navi&ating flats up 

Schoolkill nd Susquehanna above iXi:X:x t he falls ; he assuring me ~1e 

could mak e t 1e ex:peri!'Jent i o r 40s . be it 50 ;, • or :fz,, it were mish ty 

advantage. 11 

I n 1?22 , the co .:.:01: council this year appointe d a COl:'!lJ'1ittee 

to c:.<a:line a route to Schuyl.itill t'~ougL the wo ods , and to fix upon 

t' e sjte of a ferry at t Le en d of High Street , whereupon it was resolved 

to adcl.r cas the n s se·nbly for an ac t l!dxxxm:K for the same . 

The same year t::e co1··•or a tion f P:.il· el:p:1ia made a causeYlay 

on both s i des o-r t': c ferry , < nd appointed boats , etc . XlfiO'K The ferry .. 

men wer e to dwel l on the western s i de , and to ferry p~rsons over at 

one pe11ny , !1oraea l d ., cows and oxen l~d . cart or waeo· 6d . to ls . sheep 

;!d . and e tc. T1.e upper and lower fe ri co \7er t he. ca lled Roach ' s and 

""'lunoton ' a on priva te account . 'Lis one becmae of %:X:K course the"mi ddle 

ferry" ( T1 is refers to t:1e Higt. or :.!~rket Street ferry) 

In tJ1e y ear 1?62 , tie see by a minutes o f t h e council t 1at they 

t e le sed "the !:li ddle ferry" for th:.4 ee yea r"' , a t 200 . per annu.va . 

I run not able to say wl1en t J e floa ting bridges were first intro-

du~ed; but we know t: e Britio:1 army mn.de one ac ro'"'o t' e Schuy1 k ill when 

they held t he city , wLich I believe t Ley deatroyed vr:1en leaving it, as 

it i s known t"1at Jooep! ... Ogden built and kept a new bridee at tLe middle 



.. 

ferry , soon after t' ey .,..,ere go:1e . 

Jr . ·~alm, at tes, tLat at t· e fir"'t building of Phil delphia, 

they erected sundry house-: unon the Scl uylkill si 'e , which t• ey after 
Yv 

\ ards re uoved to the Delaware side , on f~ding settlements there did not 

take . 

The river scenery and. banks of 'lchuylkill were once picturesque 

·tnd beautiful---such c...s I h· ve see1 D.xr..x:tllu elsewhere described the 

"Baptistorion", at the end of Spruce Street. Benjamin Franlclin , too, 

said it wac h i o custo:r"l when youns to go out there with his companions , 

Osborne , Watson , Ralph etc , to tuke a charmine walk on Sundays in the 

woo s the bard ring the river. '.:"1ere tl1ey used to sit darn and read 

and converse toge t1 er; now hol1 changed the scene to a busy , buct ling 

coal martl 

"Receding forest yield the l abourers roo:r.1, 
And o:penin .> wilds 'ii th fields and garl ands blo omt" 

It is even now w· th t_,e memory of a.gecl uen , when it '!71" s a [:.Teat 

fiohine; plac:e. Old Shru.YJ.k ( God~ay; of Falla of Schuylkill) assured me 

he had caur-,ht n.s mPnll as 3000 catfish of a night , with a dip- net , near 

the I,,n.lls . Penn's letter , of 1683 , spe· ke of Captai 11 Smith, at Schuylkill, 

w o drew "600 shadec at R draught" 

In t!1e year 1?59, there appeared in th Gazette , a writer from 

erks , vtho (!I'eatly urc;es the advantages to be produced by clearing and 

opening t.1e river ch.annel. So!!le of then were then set u- on by subscription. 

The 4th of Jul y , 1824 , beine Sunday , the lone desired era ar-

rived of o:penine the canal from Readin~ to Philadelp::i· . :-any wi tneooed 

tle operations nen.r Readinc; \vith great satisfactio.1 . ~~-is is "the 

consumatio:1 devoutly to be wishedl'! 

A fact occurl!ed in Hovcm.'ber 1832 , \Vhich goes to confirn t"jJ.e 

t eory before ndvcnccd 'tLa.t the "'chuylkill once paosed fro!1 the Falla 

BY TI '" flAY O:b"' TJ ~ COHOCSIT~ CREEK. In maldng a cof"'er da.l1l. , ( t' ... e 



Peter ' s isla~d , they came at t he depth of t h!irty feet of excavation to 

THE STUi:P. o f a tree cor.:rpl etel y er!lbedded in tl1e soil , t h us evincing tha t 

TlOll Course of the river has been CHA"TGED fro m its orie;inal channel.--

See Poulson • ,... gazette , of 17ovember 26t..'lt 1832. 

I have i r: y possession , a copy of a curious deed of the 2d of 

:~o.y , 168 1 , frOH!. P c ter Peterson Yocu::a, a SYTede , to , ~iela Jonas on, for 

t\.o 'undred acres of l and to begin at n. cr eek o n t he west side of t he 

C" ch uylkill , 11.bove ·ARROl!INK , called tl.e little Q,UARl'l'ES fall , und t henc e 

up a long t: c river to t::e GREAT- HILL , being part of t.llc orie;inal t ract 

of 1100 acr es granted by patent of" Governor Lovel c e a t '!.rEil YOP.K to 

Captain Flans · •o dens , i. e . ' oens . ( T e G:REAT- HILL may be under a to od 

to be Conshohockin non--and t "1e Q.UARUES ,---Q,uarries-- the Little .i'alla . 

The pl ~cc calle d r; ede,oford , hud a work of defense c as t u:pol). 

its mar g in by t..h.e Americana, i ~ tbe tie of the Revolutio 1. It ·was the 

croGsine.; p l ace t!.~.en of t :1e army . 

'""ear t here wac th~ C"wede ' a churc1_ , since r cbu :i l t by the Episco-

palio.ns ; t he grave ground i s \. e l l filled '\lith Sue de::; , who verJmucb. 

settl ed a lonB t1:e Schuylkill . 'l1le '"'wede u oec to go to t _ e old. ch urch 

i 1 CO:i!si d ral"lle nu'!lbero , i :1 anti qua t ed <::..'1 d rude style o f dreso . The 

men went o n foot , or i n canoes , t e v1omcn on · orseback , often riding 

double , and vlways '\7ith coarse outside pe t tico a ts , which could be seen 

hune along t. e fences i n dozens , v.· ile t!l owner"' were in c urch-- t heir 

descendant dau~!ters since " ca rcely know it. 

~-~ -----------~----Page 477 
Countr.v Sea t .. . 

B.JD I lT:3TK. Ws:l.~ a mea t country place , having a fine collection of fruit 

tr ees at the!· . r~ . Corner o f Brewer ' e Alley and :'pu rt!1 '"'t.ceet .-------

-- - ---- Its proper front wao upon t: e present \'oo d Street , forme rly ca lled 

Brllwer ' '" Alley, because of u brtv!house onfle o n t:1.a t s treet, belO".V Thi!rd. 

sA:•tJEL BI:RGE · ad a country scat-- t: e .. ouse still s :.a.nding , with 



two carr spondin ... out- ho useg , -"ranting wee tward , and the~selve now a 

li ttlc weot of New Fou:rtL Street , ne"'r Popl:;,r l ane . 

THE Ra>BP"' HOOD Il:l: , in Poplar l ane , new Hew Forth Street wa'3 the sl.Wl:ler 

kmruccd residence of Abr~m ~·i tchell etc etc . 

• .H.A .. >tTON :.IAHSI011 , Ili SOUTHWARK , fronting the river , back from t:1e pre cent 

'~avy Yard (not League I eland) was a. country house of grandeur i n its 

day. TlLic i s ·w: ere the Hecchi nnza wao held by t _le British officers 

of Howe ' n army. 

TREVESKI :" was tl~e seat of Governor Gordon , d ovm the Passyu."lk road , 

about a mile and a half below South s t reet . It becarue t:1e place of 

Israel Pemberton , nnd de s cended by his dau&"lter , ::rs . Pleasants to 

her fami l y . 

JUDG !a.:...SEY ' S COUHTRY SEAT , out South Str et , ncar to the Schuylkill 

w a avery :f:bm superior place . The r opcct i1le l ooki ng house , sur-

:coun ed by :txlfR!i b i z ce<iars \Vas st· ndi ng till lately , on the prer.1i sea 

o f t1 e ·aval Asylum. Ut v1as w:1en built , t he obl.y go od house bet ween 

t' e city ··nd Gray ' s Ferry . It _afte ·::v:ardo becar;1e t:1e property of J ·:.mes 
\ . 

Pemberton . On the other s i de of the r o ad is now a si1:1ila r country ueat 

built for Israel Pem1)erton , "lovr the property of T~s . Har shall , the 

d~uel ter of Jocepl1 Cruikshank , contaL1ing 32 acre c , and used as a nilk 

f· r by Hr . ebster . Etc ""' tc . 

· IL'ro:r , tl.e :pl· ce once o f Joseph Turner , down in t:!e nec:c , ·r.ras t:.e 

_-onpariel of ito day. Etc Etc Etc . Tl e prop rty , now belonging to the 

kl!x±x heirs of Henry Hill , :1a.o l ong been used ~a a rented grazi ng farm , 

etc etc etc . 

SP_.r·GETTS:DUP.Y , called a_,..ter t' e nar.1e of · "illi a-n Pe .• n ' r fir at v;ife , waa 

once cultivated i n t he style of a gentleman ' s seat , md occu:;>ied by the 

Pen·1 family . It v;aG built , I believe , for Tho 1' s Penn , about t: e Jear 

173 to ' 39 , on a fine co, n· n.iing ··i tuation , 

uc - ill. 

little s ut_weGt of 



Celebrate' as it w· -:; , for its display ~ and beauty , nov1 almost 

not'.ine reruni1 s . ~ e Preston Retreat io now on t>e premises , near t'le 

forner louse and arden~ . Etc Etc Et c . 

BUSH- KILL , t:1e country seat of Abdr.ew Hamilto , Esq . near to 

t1 e ormer pl"ce , on an elevation , com.~.'1landine; a fine view of t.~ .... t.."len 

distant city , \:as once kept up ,i. fine styl e a.o a disti ncui shed country 

seat- - 1:>Uilt in 1740 for Andr e·w ll.'lrli lton. In the r eur were aveneues o f 

otntely cedars--- some few sti ll remaining; and i n the -rront was a 

cllnrmine;ly graceful descending ~reen l m'7n , gradually s lop i ng d own to 

tJ1 

Vine otreet. (Afterward used by !:r . icCauley as a carpet manufactory . ) 

A F • C01J1 TRY S ATS were l ocated a l on · the Ridge ro d , having t:1e renr 

of their erounds exten<linB back to t"1e beautiful banks o:' the Sc.~uylki ll. 

A'".:long sucl were .. ~ifflin ' s p l ace , Franci s place , Peal e Hall and others . 

T'n se na'!led were all set afi re , at t:1e oa~Tie t iue , by t!~e Briti sh.--sayin..., 

r-s t' eir excuse th;"lt they could or did serve for look-out s:1el tera for 

the i r ener.li es . 

Two cou~'ltry seats on Gerraanto,,n roc;. d were a.l!'Jo burned--say Norr i e ' 

p l ace at 'F'airhill c'l.nd Cl ... Prl es Thomson' s at 'lOml1ervi lle . 

sT.z.-rro:"', ... ill G_TILJ.:-'.rv\f ~ , t ..... e res i dence of the Logan family , was or ic;i :1ally 

taken b James Logan , secretart e-tc of •rrilliam Penn. The fa.."'li l y manGion. 

WfS bui l t in 1727 etc etc etc . 

-~--~~ ~~ ~--------------
Page 483 • 

.. i ""celle neous ··o tes : 1738 Peter Poole , of !lana tawna , ._earing uno ise 

in t e brook near ) is : ouse , suppo""ed it was a deer i.... t!:e wa terj::1 and 

s'wotinr.: at it , k i l l ed his oYm ot er , Anna s . Poole t The fa.J''!.ily 

probably g· ve nru e to Poole ' s shipyard nd bridBe . 

p-~ ge 485 . 

In 1719 JonotL n Diclcinson , in his , :J_etter , opea.ks of "sever::-..1 "round 

Tl: i l iclphia w o planted and raised tobacco vo'ith s ccess" _uc:1 of Penn ' s 



rente ua~ paid to J.. LoBan in tobacco. It w s cultivated at an early 

.period on Logan's farm; a l so o.t Farr5.ton , vf ere Cha::cles ':L':1o· son after-

wards lived and died . 

Page 487 . 

Charles Tl'lonaon , the secretary of Cone;re!""s , said he \ell reme.~nbered 

tl e ci:rcu~t"nce::: of the first introduction o"' brooll) corn into o·...1r 

count ~.f . :Jr . ""'. -·ranklin c~ ·need to see an i 1po rted whisk in the possession 

of n lady , and vtnile exru:ining it as a novelty he espied a arain of :it 

still a· ... tac:1ed to t: e stalk . f'nia !:e to ole and planted, and so we 

at length eo t it in abundance among ue . 

Page 487 . 

The Seckel :pear was cultivated first by Lawrence Seckel , and the oriJinal 

tree "'t n ·~ on t.~e pl--ce L1 the 'ec.<: , once :.iG , a.Ylcl after\7arda Stephen 

Girard' ::: (c1d now the Corporation ' s) say five miles from Phil delphia , 

o.nd about one I.ile above tl:e con"'luence of t:1e .,..,ela\Yare and Schuylkill 

-~~i vera . 

-----------Pae;e 499 

e il?!tctu:ceo of t::. ... e Annals : I have often been asked the question--how 

and where I 1)ec:-'Qle posc;eo3 ed of tl:e pictures \7hic' i 11 uo tra te the 

annals---and here it occurs to me to answer t. e que..,.tion by etati.~1g 

t: e f ttc in t' e care, "G beinr in i toelf sonethi 1.5 out of t: e usual 

trlck . · One,dny , whe riding for recre~tion and oboervutio~ , about ~1e 

l..ills o-" tle issaLiccon, I ch;.nced·to co_e acrosz a ··r . \1 . L . Britton , 

carrying h i s _ ort- folio . I r.. entering in to conversation \Vi th !li , and 

askint:; Li. if he w2a ncit abroad in searc of the pictureoque , 1 was 

i1dul ed to see so e of :J.is sketcl1es . le-a.,.. invitPd to my house , and 

fro maldn ' i o c al l from time to ti md showing me t'1e productions 

of his pencil , I was very n~ turally lea. to invite hi~ , in time, to mal~e 

sundry s~etches for ~ycelf . Etc Etc . 



Page 555 (In tLe Appetldix) 

Battle of Ger man town : Genera l · ilkinso n , i " his :.:e!!loirs , giveo his 

fc cts concer ning the dio!)o ri tion of' the troops , vol . 1 page 351. He 

says: "V11en :.e visited t.l-J.e camp atH .. itemar~· , t h e battle of Germanto\m 

\:ac then t. e prevai lin~ t o":)i c a:1d conversation , and t h ere vrer e many 

v ersions a d opinion ... of t1 e "'aJn.e , nd much too many c en::n;.res by 

ouba.J t erns , \Tho caul,) not know t , e facts ·;hich rr,overned the ci nd:uct of 

their superiors an · t emselveo . Some chare;ing i t to t...'l e tal!Q.y mo ve.:1en ts 

o f t he l eft ; ot1ers to de-fective vigo ur o n the right ; but t hose who 

h d been moo t war":lly engaged cscribed it to the halt at Chew ' s !louse , 

Y(lich was i mput ed to the counsellors of t e com.nander - in- chief aaonc 

whorr.. I percieved. tl::.at Gener-al Greene was t he ost pr::,inent object of 

jea l ousy , and yeat a gentleman wel l -.i)le to advi se and efficient to 

c ot , ~nd positive l y the f i rst capt in of h i s day , a most worthy pupi l 

o :f ·. asLi ng :or. , too . 11 

I::e gi ve General Armotronr' "' l ett er to General Gates , from Trapp , 

o·':' 9t}1 October 1777 , s yin:;: - - -" TLe Briti sh we re enc ar.a.ped c~'li ef1y at 

Ger 1antown , and the foreigners princi""'ally betwixt t he Falls of ScLuyl

kill and John Van Deeri ng ' s mill. We COlJ"'LD :WT t ake of f , ( 1s \Vas de

r- i .gned) , but beat t:.e ene:~ny ' s pickets, so that THE SU.RPRI S:rJ was not total , 

put Pl .TIAL . \le a tt · c!:ed at t'le hu d of German town wi t h VI'iOUR and DROVE 

t1 e -ri tis:. , w1 o frequented RALLIED and we r e DROVE AGAIN AND AGP..I:r, a bout 

the sp ce of TVO ~LES , v·hen some u·JL"t:?PY SPI RIT OF I ::F\.TuATi mT seized 

our troops almoct u niversal l .,' , whereby the began t o retreat an([ fled 

L \liLD DISORDER , w.& thout orders from tLe e;ener~ l , qnd beyond h i G POi!ER 

TO P.REVEl 1T. (_;ot e : Colo"lel ii'o r:cest told :ne it w~a caused by our drummers 

atri'kine a be, t for a parley , at Chew ' s l:ous e , whi c:1 was undcr otood by 

t: e 1 Cj1 to mean a r etr eat , ... "'d t~ at no t :1i ne; coul d co:~!'ec t it) ~o t:1a t 

a c;lorious victol~y t ... at' s ei£f.t- tent hs won , ':V"G s dJ:1eful ly and yster -



() 
iouely lost; for none l.0\7 can ·ive any GO!( REAS :- for t· e ..... lie;! t t Tl e 

co 1j ec tures are t le~e-- t e ._o ~r-ina \ ao foggy an d:x:ba:x so far , unfavorable . 

It i s o•aid OUl' men took the manoeurer.; of part of our people for large 

reinforcements of t."le eneny, and the1·e y took fright n. t themsel ve'B or at 

on e another! Some ~ruappy officer is said to have called out WE~~ 

SURROUl"':DED! T1 e enemy , in their flie:;ht , a f"rt of tile;n , tool: into a 

church, and a large body i nto Ur\ Chew' s house , where ·,.ore made an ill-

judged delay. TI1ere a flag was aent i n and inr.;ulted , and the bearer , 

( Li utenant Smi tL) wa~ \7ounded. ry destiny was a·e· inst the foreigners 

rather to divert t• e vtith t:1.e ni litia , than to fig!.t tLeir superior 

bo(':,• , \Thiel: e di , "..1 til t _e· general , seeinc; is men retreat, SElrr 

"""OR · , '\Yi t:1 tl.e di vi a i on . I followed a slow cannonad. several mi le a , 

but found 1 i ,, not--- the"" fell in the rear of the enemy , still su 'posinc; 

the a vanquiohed pnrty , and THAT V!E HAD VICTORY . \':e ·ave ·them a brush 

b~t their artillery , nell , directed, soon obliged us to file off, near 

T .o HOtr.S [lfter our tr ops :1 d left the fie l d . I losf bot three and 

nine \vere wounded. 11 

~tc etc etc etc etc 

General ·~o.:y;1e , in t' e mean til E' , continued to nur'"'uc the ret::' a tine 

enemy . General Armctrone was ena· ged Tiith the :e('oians near the Schuyl-

kill , ·nd a part of General ' s Greene ' s colu.'!l.!l h'"'d ..... ~e ched t: e cl"urch 

l r-ne , --nd met the right wing of the eneny ' r f.ront line . Ete etc etc 
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