Vissahickon jiall:;
Charles H. Iippen died guly 10th 1906

vol 13 Weekly Forecast 7/12/1906
Colony Castle vol 5 weekly worecast 4/24/1902
rhila Canoe Club: vol 12 Weekly Torecast 1/4/1906
wissahickon Creek: Vol 13 Weekly Torecast 4/19/19086

issahi tkon ¢reek Vol 1 No. 24 rage 1 yorecast

vol 13 8/2/1906 8/16/1906 and
8/30/1906

Vol 6 No 9 Forecast 12/11/1902
Page 9

Picture of skaters Vol 2 Weekly Foreeast 1/10/1901

Wisaahickon Creek Vol 7 Weekly Foregast 4/30/1903




‘: L iLJ'.i" .’I{ P77 t-‘: 1::

Sings Song

: _9 3

_ 2 0] Valley Green
And The Wtssahwkon Vale

With Poetry in His Snul a DlrlJonary and Typewriter, Rox-
borough Regident Hymns His Admiration of Quaint |
0ld Roadheuse And Its Environs ]

|

i Valley Green Tnn is centered in
what Fdgar Allen Poe termed “the
'Wissahickon, at one of its best
reaehes” It lies north of the half-
way point Letween Andorra  Nur-
gerles and the Sehuylkill river, just
rbtryond Cresheim  Creek. Many
have written of the beauty and
[eharmi of the Wissahickon Valley,
but few have deemed the aped inn
worth more than a few passing re-
marks, 'This lovely g&pot assumes
great fmportance when one comes

‘Green frem north or

as the Lenape warrior lefy it sev-|
eral eenturies ago. Thus the inp
imposes itself as the host to all
pilgrims, beckoning the weary and
active alike to browse in its tran-
quility.

Whether one approaches Valley
goulh, this
time of year, the drive is splashed
with vel]ow and green lght which
filters through the Inferlacing
patterns made high above by Lhe
leaves of trees merging and form-

-

VALLEY GREEN

N

veglize that it is the rendegvous|ing delicate arched m_'bours of

which all come; & nueleus’ from| verdue. Along the sides,

purple

wm one may set oul to visit the|black trunks of trees are spotted

maost historicd]l and beauteous por-
itions of the
amongst these 15 that primevs

portion of the valley to the nortl

where Tedyuscung watches, whini
remain

in ancient splendnuz _ L~

wpt:tora.tawscratchas

Wissghickon. Chief|sunbeams fall.

with gold and orange where the
They then lose
t.hemse}ves in the thick foliage at
hie base or climb to helghts, where
their forms are obliterated by a fu-
sion of the prismatic array of in-
ng sunlight. In places wild!
grapevings swing  gracefully|

ree to Gree, weaving green

i#, and when far above, a,

1 bursts on these creepers,

sars as a lost star in & lcatyl

yriads of ferns and mosses
eathery diaper palterns of
o the faces of sheer cliffs,
thich water perpelually oozes
raps, squeezed Irom the black
of the rock. Where the sun

i in the deep wood, with s
umﬂng through (he purple|

depths, there flame pools

ght Broen a.nd yellaw,. emwn-,
- rales.

‘quiet hills, and often along its

'vieing with the depth of colos

¢ and blagk trunks,

shimmers Hike a cold whﬂte’
between a green sea of leaves
ts snow-white refléction

yater” In an emerald dﬂ'ﬁ
~hlack, purple light-green—
heavenward. making a ga:r-f
of " the surrolinding hills,

im in all beaiy. Above &tbn
[ the trees shimmers a vialet
ire—the | sky, and trailing
| upward mward il i o bwist-!
stue veil of smoke, from the
hey of the inn, At the bage
le hills, on & tefrace of ver-
| girt: with blossoming laurel
' rhododendren, mbersm
'shrub, the inn stretoches
* body along the drjve, thruste
fingers of erey walls int.o the
| wood. Tts walls

hues of reflected @;&, t:rﬁw-
ed with violet shadaws, Th 3

iong, mottied reof pfﬁlu
with, and stretch into, the

panse o tree dips down with
and fingers of sofl emerald

there, Aeross the front of the hmel.

}a ong the drive, i a greag poreh—

spitable, friendly and usually
well populated. Resting here one
hears only the subdied whiam‘r 18
the wind in the hemlock trees
bringing at times on its breath, &
delicate redolent  sweelness g
though the perfumes of all i |
forest were loosed and gert
there; the music of a spla
cascade or the trill of oées
laughter. To the north, 1ok
over a grey wall and to the !
there blooms in tepose, a dei o
ful little garden, COMPOs
shrubs, flowers and a m
g;avt:j of rhododenden, Tl?s
rise densely wooded hi ﬂm@m
sheer to the sky.
Occasionally 'eq'aestrian
trot or gallop by,
landscape is enhanced by
of searlet or vivid gréen
the attire of the riders, i
yond them the creek moves oh!i‘u'
ally with white dots made by ducks|
.ﬁo:itixil;g langiddly upon it.
wilight, a m ; M S
;;:llﬂ descends to Iull the w to
'p. The iress -appear d’qﬁgﬁ :
upon It in silver outline. and be-
vond them-a fiery necklace of
stars is strung between the hills.
The creek moves by slowly, now &«
glossy green with blotehes of i
and when the fire-flies light 1eir
Heors o B e ‘b“m'," |
11 trees, a '
dronin; m“rg”mp fé

_'@




subdued, as
uchandin
its slead was created a form and

thﬁush Lo ld

color in design which reconciled
it immediately to the bewitching
beauty about, Inside Is a large}
eozy room. well lighted, with an
‘apen ﬂreplace on the south wall
Decorating the wall are coloured.
prints, some of hunt scenes and’,
‘some of those pala -canal boats, |
iwhich one time floated on the old!
‘Manayunk Canal in the early part
|of the nineteenth. century. The
place remains almost exactly as!
{when it was first opened to the
ﬁl;bﬁc in 1850. Many celebrities

vé come to dine here, among!
them Christopher Morley, but all!
|bave fallen under its never forget-
ful charm and |ranquility. For
years the inn has been the conzre-
gating place for horsemen. Axmu—
'wlly in May on “Wissahickon Day, "
the Philadelphia Riders' and Dn
vers' Association holds a parade|
of horses, at Valley Green. Thou-
gands of people have witnsssed thisl
display at one time, from the drive
and the banks of the valley.

Indeed it would repay many
residents to again renew their love
of the sylvan beauty, of this sec-
tlon of the Wissahickon V't]!ey f
“ear Valley Green inn.

H. WP,

FRIEND OF NATURE
In awesome worship he haEs
bow -
Before Dameé Nature;
- erowd
Andrdm of town and thorough-

Tl&ld sallied forth from worldly
care, |
Into the vales and hilliops of ||
L ‘The Wissahickon: which we love, ||
Where peace and quief, in the l
breeze,
Sing iullabyes unto the trees; |
T—l'lellr“d tops in laps of sunshine [

Their lowest branches in the
shade.

A

*w:m howed-duwn head, it's here
he stood

| Mﬂ _joined the Spirits of the
‘Wood; |

| To hear a'right the Great One ||
speak

T‘m songs of birds or babbling
creek;

whispers of the reeds nearby,
¢ %r ln mm soft-voiced woodland

left the

,mknowledga in tl;ilg Tull
W valley wonderful;
| F i he 4 truest

mbetathe

SCENES LAID HERE
! Book Is

[P, M. next Tuesday evening. 9

ning's

.1'- II'" i

To Rewew
Peterson’s |
“ Pemberton”

Dorothea Weckerley to Tell
Historians of Old
Novel

Romantic Story
of The American
Revalution

Members of the Wissahickon
Valley Historical Soclety, and their
friends are invited to meet at the
home of Mrs. Herman F. Hagen-
bucher, 438 Lyceum avenue, at 8:15

Featuring this meeting will be a|
review of the book ealled; “Pem-
berton” or "One Hunderd Years
Ago,” written in 1872 by Henry
Peterson, many scenes of which are!
laid in the Wissahickon Valley.

To those not familiar with the
book, it might be inleresting to
know that ore of the illustrations
shown is a picture of “The Devil's
Poal” another is a picture of Cap-
tain Allan McLane, and other
scenes of local atmosphere, making
the book most charming and in-
teresting,

Miss' Dorothea Weckerley, will
present a formal review of the
bock, after which members of the
Society will hold an open discus-
sion on it. !

The scenes portrayed from tha
Battle of Germantown, arve yery
thrllling In all, the review should
prove to be one of the best eve-
entertalnments  possible, |
Miss Weckerley's ability in review-'
ing, should make it one of the best|
meetings that the historical moieﬁyu
has thus far mnged o

10
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ISTORIANS HEAR
TALK BY HOCKER

Three Interesting Addresses at
Meeting of Wissahickon

4

‘ Valley Societ_y i
JILLUSTRATED BY SLIDESi

C. Euwmd Barrett, vice prwdm ot

| ciety, prebmed at @ meemng of ths sc-
clety on Monday evening at Hal.-tm-
Taylor Post Hall, Lyceum avenue mud
Pechin street, - |

Mr. Barrett, himself, read a most in--
teresting paper entitled “David Rmé;x
hotse," in wh.leh he described the an-
cestry, birth homesteads and achn—
tific snd political activities of t.lu
grandson of Amerlca’s am Ppaper-
maker. ]

James K. melms, the meim'l his- |
torian, followed with & paper congern-
ing the life of Reverend Horstio Gutes
Jones, D.D., of Roxborough, in which
various p of the active mlnllm"&
life was reviewed,

The main speaker of the evening was
Edward W. Hocker, editor of the Inde-
pendent Gazette, of Germaniown, who
dellvered an unusuel recitel of the lﬂn
and religious bellefs of ilie hesmits of 1
the Wissahicken, under the leadership
of Johann Kelﬁh,n.

Mr. Hocker's talk was fo!luwed by &
series of illustrated views of the Wis-
sahickon Valley, which were from the
collectlon of ] mm.mn Keyser, m
which are T msmdan
the German S

James D, of mm_oﬂkk W'
Roxborough, | eiﬁnbited a half dozen
lantern slides, ﬁluatrativs of a new
color reproductive photographing for-
mula, which has been developed by Mr,
Law, in Roxboreugh,

At the conelusipn of the mesting,
Mr. Barrett cﬂi&:mﬁy turned aver to the
Iocal historical socisty o large framed
photograph -q& the old Rittenhouse
mills and h uagﬂtmne.
Nixon, of the | ‘s of the old Feinouy
& Nixon pawﬁanufwturing company,
which was amonz the ploneers in the

‘Paper-pulp industry.

Mr. Nixon is now connected with the.
American Paper Manufacturing Com-
pany, of Holyoke, Mass, and the pie-
ture was sent from thnt place.

- =l
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Wissahickon Valléy Once m
Had Many F amous Hotél{s}“

Old Hostelfics Went Tnto Discard When Park Commisl_si(m‘

Took Possession of Surrounding Land.—Three

of Old

Structures  Still  Stand

o Iteting of the Board of View- iMys. Barbara Fresh, wha had

(€15 was held 1916 in City Hal

When claimants for damages for it

property ta¥pn alng the Uppes
Wissahickon by the Commission-

ers  of Pairmount Park, wers some time b

heard, These properties  included

|Iwo former well known hostelries, William Low

darge addition built to the west

She wns succeeded by her
! ager Charles Weingartner
The holel was also conducted tor
some ¥ a man ngaped Balk-
enburg, The lasi propvietor was
&, who had previous-

the Indian Rock Hotel, afthe 5008 1y kopt (s High Bridse Hotel af

al Monastery ay

Lotus Inn, at the foot of Ritten-

‘house street and about five acres
ol the Gorgas Estate.,
‘The properties were taken in or-
der to straighten the park lines
slong the west side of the Wissa-
hickon, and fo get 1id of the sal-
‘bons bordering on the Park, The
Park line was laken westward 2k
these points to Henry avenue, the
thoroughfare which local otgan-
izations endeavored for several
years to have opened, from Hunt-
K avenue over the Wissa
hickon Creck and Valley to and
ough to the Mont-
gomery county line, To cross the!
Wissahickon, these orpanizations
asked, an appropriation; to  con-
struct a reinforced concrete ize.
The properities were eondemnsd
ind were torn down when the
claims adjusted, and there sites

Sinee the condemnation proceed-
Ings the two hosteleries have been
unoceupled, ; - i

_The Indian Roek Hotel wag “built
by Reuben Sands, a  well-known
resident of Chestnut Hill, He first
lerected the hotel g shovt distance
from he celebrated Indian Rock,
‘about half a mile below Thorpe's
lmf} w?lgxere he 1tjlclmmued until the
early 70’ of the past century,
when Falrmount Park was extend-
ed along the Wissahickon, The
hotel being takep by the Park
Commissioners, Sands] built an-
other hatel at the foot of Monas-
Jlery avenue. Back of the new ho-
fel he had a large frame figure
paintéd to represent an Indian
chief or warrior, and the place be-
tame known by the sign as In-
}_r,ﬂah Rock, After Sands’ death 36
years agod his sons Reuben snd
Eﬁnh continued to be famous for
its catfish and waifle suppers. La-
fer ihe property wis purchased by

filled in and suitably improved |

r Bnd MR Rides avenoe and | Wissahickon
drive. This property when con-
Jdemned  pelonged - to  William
O'Brien.

- Lotus Inn at Shurs' Lane was al-
=0 famous for its catfish and waf-
Ale suppers, Tts location close to
fhe famous old  Rittenhouse
bridge, a [rame covered structure,
‘made it readily reached by the
people of Germantown or others
‘driving along th Jownship road.
gw Wissahickon avenue, The
otus Inn property was part of a
large fract of land owned by the
late Charles Thomson Jones of
Roxborough, Its first proprietor,
as far as can be ascertained, was
George Locke, who sold ocut t{o
Frederick Miley, After his death it
‘was rented by his widow to Char-
les Mehler,

Further up the creek is Valley

Creen, obge @ famousTesgrt for the
oki-fime cotlllion dances held by
slelghing partics, ;

: With the passing of T.otus Inn
jand Indian Rock Hotel there wag
lebt but ene hotel within  close
praximity to the Park along the
Wissahickon, this beihg the High
Bridge Hotel,

Among the old-time resorts
which were put out of existence
by the Park Commissioners, after
the Park was extended up the
Wissahickon, was Charles ‘H. Lip-
vens’s. Wissahlckon Hall, at Gypsy
lane and Wissahickon drive, which
was erected in 1845 by Henry Lip-
pen, fathef of the 1last owner,
Maple Spring Hote), a short dis-
tence: above Wissahickon Hall, was
taken while the late Harry Long
was proprietor,

A short distance below was
“Tommy Lewellyn's Log Oabin
and menagarie, The cabin was one
of those used during the memor-
fble political campaign, when he
ran for President in 1840. The
cabin was hauled on wheels by the
enthusiastic admirers of Harrison
from Roxborough f9  German-
: At the close of the sueccess-
ful campaign the cabin was loft
 standing along what was then the
 Wissahigkon turnplke, ~ Lewellyn
it, ndded other vooms and

it us as % Cabin

£ L S
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lished in 1844 “by "Pop” hemng
on the upper sideol the: creek

the foot of Hermit lane, was one
of the most popular picnie TesSarts
along the creek. It was reached by
a framg trussed bridge that span-

ned he creek..
SCCAFF |

Wissahickon
Valley Has Band

Caretaker at Livezey Houge Pro-|

(P raantosha r_h‘.iﬁ.'g‘ 1';" ’

|
'l

vides an Accompaniment for N‘a-ﬂ

ture’s Song—Miniature Wheels and'1
Mills, i

|
i
By A. C. Chadwick, Jr. ,-
Al Tlaefner, carctaker of the [jve-
zey House on the Ugpper Wissaliic-
kon, found time hanging hieavily o
his hands. The house, while ong of,
the cidest wnder the jurisdiction of
the Fairmonnt Park Commission, |
stands isolated behind its berdier of|
hill and waod and is in good condi-|
tion, taking but little of Haefuier’s
time, ki |
To while away the hours, ha con-
ceived the idea 4f consiructing a min.
iature waterwheel in the Iittle tribus
tary of the Wissalickon which passes
the housel  When it was completed
he added a toy mill. Then he built
more wheels and placed them at dif-
ferent points along the banks of the |
little stream.  The wheels revolyved |
merrily, and the splash of the w: 1‘.1
as it passed over the paddles gave a |
soothing undertone tn the sang of
the recently arrived Bieds and the
song of the wind in the nearby trees,
“I found,” Haefner told John F.
Hart gariist and wooik engraver, of
169 Hansberry street, swhen he stume |
bled dn the place, “that tatitre’s or-
chestra of the hirds, the wind and the |
brookiwas without 3 drun, To rem-
edy this®defect, T made twa (ll‘llm-J
sticks which T fastened t5 the axles”
of the waterwheels. Tien I placeil
4 small piece of tin close 1o the wheel
50 that when the avle revelved the .
sticks would strike the fin. Su 'l f
gave the orchestra 3 drum, One did |
ot seem o be enough, am] T fash-
ioned drumsticks for each wheel, |
Now, as you can see and henr, T Have |/
a whole baftery of autnmatic drums, |
1 have called it *Nature's Tazz Rand, ™|
Day and night the driins leep
beating out ihsir measture, even when |
the birds have heen silenced by darek- |
ness. Their not unmusical tinkle Fas '
drawn many chifdren wha stand in
rapitite  along  the banks. Adults
parsing by at a distance liave heen |
lured to the place by the drums, |
with  the resnit that the idolation
which has wrappied the Tivezey Honse
stands in a2 fait wav tn be dispelled |
through the tiusie of — Haelner's
“Nature's Jazz' Bénd
— P .—n—-&-ﬁ'




Rippling along in medifaﬁve@/ﬁﬂ./—f““y

Sweet Wissahickon, through scented wood;

Skiried by hills, and by thy blgst retreat, =
. And quiet woods thai doaggihy ;amc repeal;

W here Schuylkill pauses al the peaceful vale,

And [ thy lofty, woody summils hail;

Where happy childhood and my vouth had been

Nurtured amid thy rustic sylvan scene,

W here wandering upon thy quiet shore,

I spent my pleasant years, bul now no more.

A bleoming nymph and smiling queenly near,
T he opening spring awakes the flowering vear—
Arraved in loveliness and gaiety,
She celebrales her festival with thee;
W here she fevokes her genial sway again;
ripping the stately hills and verdant plain;
She breathed back the songster's tuneful lay,
W here he sings sweetly al the break of day—
And singing in the branches of the Iree
To his fond maie, in lones of ecslasy. 2 |

-

Nalure a cluster of exquisile flowers,
Seattered around me and thy mossy bowers,
Shining upon the painted vaull of blue,
ke carpels dotted with a richer hue;
W again, like a celestial maid,
Fvades the woodland dell, the sheltered glade—Cs
Smiling around me like a peerless queen,
She wears a mantle of exquisile green,

Wiih silvery step, and sooihing to the breasl,
And where she is sweet Wissahickon's guest.

Meandering on, and on thy winding way,

Thou art a relic of a by-gone day;

Memento of these vears forever fled,

I wandered here, with my beloved dead,

W here sacred memory whispers back to me

The days of sweet no more allied lo thee;

And where | hear upon the lislening air

Thy murmuring waves, like music stealing near,
' Gliding along the placid sky beneath, i
Crowned with a blooming blossomed, vernal wreath.

A fairy legend is with thee allied,
" Where a voung Indian girl had lived and died;
She crossed in love, oh! bitier tale io hear,
And where her lonely wail had rent the air’
Yet where, oh! where she sought a welcome grave,
Sad Wissahickon, in thy sombre wave,
Remorseless stream, she found a tomb in thee,
Unhappy in a day of jou and glee;
Leaping from vonder rock inlo the stream :
She plunged headlong—freed from life’s fevered dreamy
T here was no other hope lo her but death,
No other cure—bul his consuming breath;
Poor child of sorrow, and of care and gloom,
Like many others who have craved the tomb,

The Indian Chief, in all his grandeur siood,
In the deep forest in sublimest mood,

Before the white man, from the soil had driven
His hapless people, vet decreed by heaven,
Majestic and so grave, peculiar race,
Children of nalure and of lofty grace;

He fading, seeks the far Pacific’s wave

His last retreal, asylum and his grave,

Tho' in a prouder and a brighter day,

He wandered here, and with imperial sway.

W here the blest residents of Germanlown,

Of ancient lincage and of fair renown,

Have spent with thee their davs and happy hours,
Lingered within thy dells and ruslic bowers—
Where rosy childhood, vouth and gray-haired sire,
Have looked on thee. wrappad in thy green alltre;
Have loved te wander in thy peaceful vale

That whispers of them and repeats their tale,

Thv ancient dead, whe live in meniory siill,

Who climbed thy mossy banks and blooming hill
Eduwhn

e — Tohuin A




B.Zight of Chestnut Trees
' Ended Great Autumn Sport

By JOHN M. SICKINGER

[ T was standing on ihe Walnut
lune bridge, which spans the Wis-
sahickon gorge, admiring Mother
Nature, who, with her paint brush,
i Peginning fo dab the follage of
the trees, all shades and tints; a
gure reminder of the coming of the
fall of the year.

Selence tells us  that there are

two lost arts: that of tempering
copper and the other is the em-
balming of a human hody like the
mumimles dug up in Egypt after be-
ing buried for centuries,
| I agree with themenofseience
but say tliere are three lost arts.
The one I refer to is gathering
|chestnuts ecarly in the morning,
rafter a strong night wind.
i In October, with the assistance of
old Jack Frost, who helped to gath-
er the crop of sweet meaty nuts,
the chestnut picker wouid go out
intop the woodland and reap a har-
‘vest. :

The prowth of & chestnut tree,
{like-every other plant, must start
[from a blossom which Iater grows
into a purr which is a mass of sharp

nted stickers, In the hollow cen-

¢ of the burrs grow the nuts. The
gkin of the nut is white until it is
ripe, after which it turns to a brown.
Then old Jack Frost blows his icy
breath wover the country side and
torces open {he burrs, showing the
yipe brown-skinned nuts, sometimes
L&wo or three fo & burr.

A person could stand beneath a
ghestnut tree and look at the tempt-
Ing nuts but still they were out of
reachh until _the strong Octeoer
|breeze gwitched down the burrs and
dried Jeaves from the tree tops.
With & forked stick the hunter
would - scratch among the dead
leaves, uncovering the nuts by the
guarls. - These were placed in the
attic until they became hard and
were then “as sweet as butter” as
the old saying goes.

1, for one, would toss my harvest
into & boiler with a hand-full of salt
and could tell the world that I was

- something worth while, In
my schocl days we use to beat Jack
Frost to ik. The first thihg was to

make & collection of broom handles |T have lately seen but two scrub

[from dround the neighorheod. then

travel along the railroad tracks and
pick up all the loose nuts. Before
the invention of the cotter pin these
threaded nuts were pléntiful along
the railroad tracks, No matter how
tight the nuts were screwed on the
bolts of the spring rigging of a lo-
camotive, or on the brake-rigging of
the cars, they would work loose,
With the advent of the cotter pin
the nuts were drawn up ftight
against a shoulder and a small hole
drilled through the bolt at bottom
of the nut. A cotter pin was insert-
ed and spread open with the resull
that the nut never gets lost. With
the broom handles pointed on one
end, to fit the nut we would drive a
nail through the wood to hold the
metal tight in its place. I really be-
lieve the inventor of the cotter pin
got his idea from lrylng to outwit a
chestnut picker.

ford- road in West Manayunk, and
the other a short distance aboye
Washington's Crossing, on the Dela~
ware River in Bucks County.

I do not believe I will ever live to
see the day when a person can take
# flour seck and gather chest-
nuts to Al it. Ask your grand-dad
if he ever enjoyed a chestnub hunt
and listen to what he says about the
days of real sport.
hi s
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OLD TIMES

The Wissahickon's rippling om,
And babbling as it goes,
Where once 3 maiden walked

with me,
Along-the way it flows.
BStill it is gently murmuring
A song: now sad; DOW gay;

Armed with these weapons, like
cave men of the past, we would
storm the forest and club the green |
chestnut burrs off the trees, crack
them open with a stone, and gather |
our supply. But the elders knew
better places, miles away Irom Lhe
kid's haunts, and they awalted for
nature to bring the nuts down fo
them.

Every chestnut tree in this stdte
was destroyed by a disease 'which
was called the blight. Tt ate through
the bark o fthe free and caused the |
trees to die like a person with heart
disease, Government officials and
other men of science tried to save
the valuable trees from the destruc-
tive blight, but failed. In a short
time ‘both the nuts and lumber of
these trees’ became a thing of the
past; the land owners cut down the
dead “sticks” as they were called,
and tilled the ground for other pur-
poses,

Up state, on the mountain sides,
tourist is greeted with the sight of
hundreds of dead trees standing
like lone sentries among the green
foresls. They were not hit by light-
ning, as many suppose, but are the
remains of our once famous chest-
nut groves. In the past twenty years
chesthut  woodlands have been
‘cleared but in many miles of travel

And other youthful lovers stroll
Beside its shores today.
Oh, it is long since She and I,
In autumn, wandered there,
| When riot a cloud was in the sky,
Nor in our hearis a care.
I often dream of those swest
times,
QI them, in verse, T've sung—
The Creek. ’I'hP Girl, The Moon-
lght, fair,
And days when I was youog.
AL

"Pl i'f‘J'.

UNFORGETTABLE

If I should wander from these
Schuylkill hills,
1 shall remember them n
days that come
When I've grown tired of the
| .daily hum
Of cities and their round of
weary thrills;
And I'll recall the rippling, sing-
ing riils,
Whlch give the Wissahickon
added strength to run
Its peaceful length toward
the seiting sun,
That banishes the soul and mind
of ills.

chestnut trees; one on Mary Water-

The . years will never hide the
tree-clad places,
Where Time smiles like a
seraph, thraned on high,
For solemn BUr, dmrr
ing or

nmmwmymm:m
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it t n Ri&mhum Pap-
m of the earliest, if
“mill_bullt along the
W!’saaﬁitﬂmn Creck or

ugh wnshin. can-
ed, but it was mora

wsr'm.mm. close o

t!
0! the |
11, The.-Dulm de la
when w:tt:ﬁs in
w be Hﬂ: ;mt e
e the that was
'Mnarm " The a{?
Frenchman no doubt henrd
temint from Some one. and
0 be regretied that he did not

s;

: mﬂhmmm:xheﬁat-
in other parts of the country.
s Fanning Watson. in his

in Philadelphiz County was

kmown a8 the Roberts' MiN, it!
__p:_!___k:__ra.ﬂnalﬁer na,ma:l.
Townsend, who |

. aboard thm

. ot thir mill. 'J.’o!maend
l;hlt after his arrival.
mill on Chester
luul been fubricated
and brought oyer in sec- l
ihu;!{ “served for grind-
the suwing of bos.rd."
: Fe 8oun as  QGer-
: w‘u lald out T settled by |
gﬂ Inmi’ which was about vne

Dﬂ?h&b}o thﬂ-t this is
) of Watson's refer-

: ‘bnmamln; the locality of this
il mill, but seome authorities
) mt W m  Richard |
44 : !1 as early as

g fntcrented n a tract
of land in - Roxborough. |

1mx that he huilt A mill at this place
dn thot year pnd 4t a spot “about
A mile from Germammm " Wheth-
hé wis the same, Tansend- or

o
5:!. gannot be definitely setiled.

There I8 no deubt thai the excellent |

ter power furnished by the Wis-.
isahickon sGon applied to the prac-
Hedl pu:’pmoa of 1ife,

Sumac Park, . which embracea 501
q.m; of dand, wae palented by
'metn.m Penn to Rnlrmt 'i"urner, un'
_Sﬂh day d{ \?wie.

¢ of June, two

tls" naserts that the firag grist |
L in Germantown. and common-

!
|
l
|
1

— ]
eqﬁally ta bear the charge of huild-!
ing the mill or mills or other Im-
provements,” 1
On July 11th, 1061, Turner con-
veyed the whole tract to Andrew
iabecon, and m that deed there ap-
Gedr pevernl vecitals by which it ap- |
ears that Tittery and Towneend
ad ulso taken [nto the coneern. |
‘Jobmfysack. of London, and had
fonveyed Lo him a third of the land,
“houges. saw and corn mills  The

dute of the cunvevance was March |

[26th, 1889,

Novemher 8th  saw
‘Robeson and Churlos Banders buy-
ing Tittery's share, On the 6Ll of
October, 1708, Surah Suunders, wid-
aw of Charles, and guardion of her
aon, conveyed all of hor lute hus-
band's interest in the property to

Andrew Robeson, thus moking him

the sole owner.

It is thus seen that the Robeson
Mills were estnbl'shed as early. I
ot before, the Rittenhouse Mil,
‘and only three years after the sup-
‘posed date of the Roberts' Mill at
Germantown.

Other; early mills of the Wissa- |

hickon may be named ns follows:
At an early date Adam Hogemoed
{built a grist mill along the creck
£ hundred yards northenst of |
the foot of Gypery lane, the walls of 1
which stood for several years prev-
dous 1o the Clvil Wur, and the re-

maing of an old mill dam at thut'
spot, as well a8 a conple of old mill-
slones were vialble severnl yeara
‘after that historic  confliot,  This
mill was dubseguently owned
cartled on by Martin Rittenhouse |
and John Vandaren, who at one
time llved at Robeson's MIlL.  hat|
‘when Robesen's upper dam  was
constructed the one above Gypsy
lane was rendéred useless, for (He
Stored-up water covered it

The nexi mill was buflt about
1748 by one of * the Rittenhouses,
and was 2 grigt mill, Roxhorough's
tharough hirtorlan, Horatle Guates
Jones, stated that Nicholag Ritten-{
house used to =ay that It was cur-
rently reported that this mill wag
buflt without the use of horses and
cirgs, all of the materials having
been earvied to the gite by mantal
labor,

On Paper Mill Ran, or the Mono-
shope, as some czll it there was al-
ways some kind of a mill, and when |
the second paper mill was destroyed
another was bullt « ghort distance

| Felow the =ite of the fral one, and
A wag conducted for many years hy
-Tﬁcob Rittenhouse, the nrat of that

wme in Hogborough, |

Nenr the conflience Gf the Run|
and the Wisadhickon was  Willlam |
ouge's Maper Mill  subse- |
eonverted Into a textile

Andrew |

‘Rouge. ther by Exicoh. and ity uy
Nigholas Rittenhouse, Jr.

Holf « mile up the Wissahickor
from the Faper Mill Run. stood
Holgate's Fulling Mill, erected at
\very early dnfe. probably severul
years prioy to 1720, and afterward
‘'owned by Muatthew Holgate and|
Chrigtlan Snyder. Ti was finally
hought by Abraham Rittenhouse, |
‘the owner of the Red Bridge Mill
mnd on aecount of raising his dam |
‘the fulling mill was rendered im-=
practical. Access to this mill was
had through and scposs the hills
of the region by a roud which in
gome places can yet he traced,

The Monastery Mill, once owned
by William Kitchen and Son, was
bullt aboul 1747, by Jaeob Simuon,
Michael Pelsner and John Gorgas,
and wis ot Nret 4 grist mill

The mext mill in the ‘“vallay
rreene’ was one owned by o M
Welghley, and later became the
cotton woadding factory of Jacob I,
| Heft. 1t was erected at an  early
date, very posaibly about 1750, W
John Gorgas. of Germantown. Gor-
gas bought on the 22nd of Augusi,
11746, two tracts of land from John
| Bald, one containing 43 aecres. and
the other 42 acres. In the deed
there was mention of & stone mes-
sudge on one of the traets. but
therd Is no reference to any mill, .

The land extended from the Ridge
Road to the Wissahicken. and was
beunded on the lower sida by Lev-
ering’e land. which later became the
property of Horatio Gates Jones

[ | wits occupied for many
lgﬁﬁs by the Gorgas family. and at a

and | |

[mwr ite Jacob Wise carried on an

extensive flour buosiness there, and]
finully it was anve-ﬂéd enlarg {
and; used for mrmua P
While the bu.ld!ng was owned -b
| Myy Hendricks u, was totally
| Bltroyed by fire.. R
Charles J. Crease had a e.hamit'a:l.
| works in & little valley where 'thw
| 1] Mill Run empties into ths-g
(sahickon, The little stream '
called “Oil Mill Run” an nceo)
n vegetable oil mﬁi which 6601
1 sle in the neig iborhood thatf
afterward covered by thes
wadding factory of Matthins = ar-
gas, The date of iis erection is not
knuwn except that It Was some time
hefore 1748, — ~
John Bald was a cordwainer bnd
only held his property on the north-
easterly side of Ridge road from
1748 to 1748, The oil mill property
was bought by John Gorgas. in Moy
1777, from Michael Bergendollar—
luter spelled Barndellar. The mill)
was apparently carried on by Ben-
jaomin Gorgas, but subsequently was
terned nto a grist mill and operated
by John Gorgas, Jr. It eventually)
became a cotton lap faetory, cons
dueted by Juseph Carr, whe after-
ward ran a mill on the Creshelm.
and finally into the cotton wa#ﬁm
factoky of Matthias Gorgas. as jsuT
Leen stated. It 8 remarkahble that
this mill was carried on r
| bers of the same family
FRLTE,
Tha only otlier mill on the Wiﬁ-
sahmkanr whhii\ th i

- mem-
for -1 13




‘Green L‘amoe Club ﬁ!ufe
onee unearthed the date ne
‘that it bore a date some 20 years
earlier, This statement does not
agree with any previous record. The
Livezey Mill was built by Thomas
shoemuaker. who conveyed it with
nhout 28 acres to Thomas Ldivezy on
the 10th of October 1747. Shoemaker
hud purchased the property  from
Juial Mammer, 1
This list covers all of the iolder.
milue nlong the stream. although up
to and after the Civil War there
were textile mills scattered sll along
the ¢reek, there belng abont 28/
mills In all, The Megarges Paper
mills was the lnst of the great Wia-
pahickon Milla to be abandoned, tiis
belng done in 1884, after the, Fair-
fmount Papk  Commission had. ob-
tulned contrgl of the territory.
SCCAFF.
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HIKERS.HEAR OF
OLD ROAD HOUSE

mstory of Wissahickon Hall
Related by Official of His-
torical Society

LAST HIKE OF SEASON

Members of the Wissahickon Valley
Higtorical Soclety met last Friday night
at the mouth of the Wissahickon Creek,
for their third and final moonlight
lilke of the year.

The date so close to Christmas was
probably responsible for the curtatled
‘number of hikers, but those who &t-|
tended, enjoyed the walk darapite the
eoldness of the night, for the mcon-
light was brighter than on. elther of
the previous trips.

Talks were made et various points
by James ¥ Helms, J, Ellwood Bar-
rett and A, C. Chadwick. At a stop,
made on the Bridle Path opposite Wis-
sahickon Hall, the Society's historian
related the following concerning the
old roadhouse:

“Wissshickon Hall, which stands
along the Wissahickon drive at the
foot of Gypsy lane, was erected early
{n the last century by Henry Lippen.

“About 1860, the hostelry was taken
over by Lippen's son. Charles H. Eip-
pen and 1t was under his management
that the place attained its greatest
fame.

“Charles H, Lippen was the father
of a large family. One of these chil-
dren, who was born in the old house,
Susanna K. Lippen, |s familiar to many
Roxborough residents as Mrs, John
Himghn she being the wife of the

printer of the Manayunk Chronicle and
Advertiser

Ih:g meal at Wimhiekon

_popular as the catfish and waflle break-

‘to attend school at the Forest School,

miles around came 1o wﬁ'lm

“Thenksgiving Day saw ttte' start of
long and cold winters and then came
the turkey dinners, which were aa

fasts.
“Mrs, Milligan, as a girl, was foroed

in the Falls of Schuylkill, for In those
dnys there was no educationel Institution |
closer to her home. Afterwasrd she at- |
tended a private school. The family

' attended church services at the Wis-

sahickon Baptist Mission which was
located on Ridge avenue, opposite the
pmsent Wissahlckon Theatre.
“Extending from the western end of
the hall was a long shed for the horses
of the diners. This shed was equipped
with some 50 or 60 stalls. At the ex-

| treme western end-of the shed there

were two ioe houses which her father,
Charles Lippen, would fill each winter
with lce cut from the Wissahickon
Creck. Sufficient ice was always stored
in these houses to last the hotelman
thmugh the entire summer, and in ad-
dition there was plenty left to sell to
neighbors who desired it

“High up on the hill, in back of Wis-
sahickon Hall, was the Holt Mansion,
which still stands, with 1ta front fac-
ing ancient Bchool House Lane.

“in Mrs. Milligan’s girlhood there
were two houses which stood on the

the hill towards School House Lane

|‘I'hue were oecupled by thé coachman
and gardener of Charles Custis Harri-

son, the sugar refiner, who was & son
of George Licb Harrison, who was once
{a partner in the chemical mrmur-
mﬂ‘ firm of Powers, Wulghtma.n and)
Harrison. ¢

| drhe lady on Hermltage stroct also|
digtinetly remembers the museum ol
Joseph “Rooty” Smlith, who conducted
e Maple Springs Hotel, which stood
on the Wisaahiokon Drive, east of Gypsy
Lane, »

“In 1884, the Commissioners of Falr-
mount Park obtalned control of the
p‘mperty and the huall was used for
many years by the Philadelphlii-North
Ameérican, as oubing headquurters for
Loty children.

lmmwcmma.hmwupl
|

5: L “In reccnt yenrs, the pilace has Besn

sed as a park police station.”
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Blackbemes Along
the Wissahickon

P EE L
BY A. ¢, CHADWICK, JR,

E—

Yor more than a week, the boys aml
girls, the fGshermen aml ofthers who fire,
quent Lhe Wissahickon valloy and cspee-
ially irs hillsides: have been ohserved,
wending their ways homewan] with hilne

stwined figers, They have been hlackborey.

ing,

At the edge of the woods, practienlly
all along the entire Wissahickon thers

are plenty of Dblackberries (bl fﬁm!d‘

Upper Hoxborongh, Manatowna avenue;

" ¥

« butl the best places ure nlong the lanes in

crpecially, is a-good place and hack near

tig park along this road, the berries are
ronl gignts,

Aud there are mauy other good plaumlﬂ

fo harvest the sncculent bertivs in and |
arommd Itoxborengh and West \Inunynnk.

There may be other fruit in the fields
that surpasses the wild blackberry, but
by late July it is hard to convines the
one who knows of the hidden thickets
where berriés stang rich and ripe, Those
who would malign this masterpiece of na-
tire have never known it in its fall glory:

They have been fed half-ripe berries, or
undersized ones with more seed than sue.
culence, or the ynfortunate frait of bushes
which someone has caught and tried to
tame.

They have mever koown blackberries
big as s thumb-end, brilliant in their
ripeness and ready to fall into the near-
est hand at a touck,

Those are blackberries, and only those
have the flavor distilled of cool dawns,
hot afternoons and dewy, starlit nights

in hidden havens of {he woods, Only those|

have the sweetness that makes ope for-
ge&t the sharpest Lhiorns.

As the wild strawberry has a flaver
never duplieated in its domestioale] bros
ther, amd as the mountoejn raspberry olier-

fghes a swestpess alwiys losk in the pw-‘
cess of onltivation, & does the wild blaek-|

herry #tand alone

Iis tame brethren may be more fraitful,
Their therns may e less  persigtent
Their canes may be easier to reach. But
their frnit somehow fall short when
measured by the virtues of the blackberry
on its own,

Why

i4 this delicacy of the witld not

better known? ‘That is simple. He who'

finds such bushes is first temptod by the
eye, With tlhe first taste, all restraing in |
Though be stays and picks berries
tall the afternoon, scarcely a handfal will
he earry home. The others will have gﬂl!-e
whera all wild blackberries should go— |
into (he appreciatve mouth of him who!
feund them.
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i _m:; FLOWERS IN THE WISSAHICKON |

TRAILING
ARBYTUS
i, m,,s,,’s S
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i
® Gardens e

" A svealth of Spring wild flowers can be seen in Lhe first Na.tm Trail
hike, of the neaaol:t n%r. staris at the Rittenliouse Bridge entrance of the IN AUTU:MN
= Wissahickon Drive,  This is the fifteenth of a series of Nafure
“through Fairmount Park and vicirity, which were inaugurated A
mer by the Wagner Free Institute of Science, under the diree- The mighty cathedral anehes d Aron
£ Ge George B, Kaiser, professor of batan:r e 3 o ek NERCO I.h.e troas ate AURERith ted. 3 T
d yellow and when for p re#
seconda the sun shines throlgh hh'
Gathic traeery of thetr leaves| thﬁ“ - '
are as transhicent and vesplendent] §
as a rowe window in a dw
thedral; & profusion
throwing

, oﬂ::sme t;ah‘foes‘ tﬁ‘fg rys .!wb opa
mu fre jus en t i

epaque blue of the m:??g&u {3
whilte - snow-flowers—great. bunche
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BIRTHDAY OF LIPPARD WAS
OBSERVED BY BROTHERHOOD

Philadelphia Novelist Was Great Admirer of the Wissa-
hickor Valley—Married on Lovers’
Leap in 1847

George Lippard, the crusading
novelist who k the lid off Amer-
fea in the “Fabulous Forties,” was
remembered briefly last Saturday.

He was a strange and waywardr'
character, deeply loved and fiercely |
hated in his own time, but now
almost entirely forgotten. Some
have exagperated his talents and

ecalled him a genius; others have
seoffed at him as & lunatle, “a
moon-struck scribbler! Buf there

is little doubt that Albert Mordell,
fhe eminent critic and blographer,
was ripht when he called Lippard
“the most interesting personality of
any Philadelphia man of letters”
That Lippard’s fantastic career is
recalled at all in these times is
Jprineipally due to the Brotherhood
‘of America, & secret fraternity
which he organized in 1849 to ex-
pand and carry on his schemes for
a social revolution. Last Saturday
nlsht the leading officers of the
brotherhood staged their annual
|banguet at 1239 West Girard ave-
nue to commemorate the 113th an-
niversary of their founder’s birth,
which oceurred April 10, 1832, in
Wallace Township, Chester County.
Old Philadelphia never forgave,
Lippard for his most famous book,
“The Quaker City; or, the Monks!
of Monk Hall. A Romance of Phil-
adelphia Life, Mystery and Crime.”
This huge work of 494 pages ripped
the city's respectability to shreds
and exposed ils sins in purple pas-
sages which still make highly en-
tertaining reading. It was publish-
ed in 1844, and instantly became
the biggest selling book ever writ-
ten by an American. Sixty thous-
and copies were sold in one year, a
record which stood wuntil “Unele
Tom's Cabin” appeared in the early

1850's.

The manager of the old Chestnut
Street Thealre near Sixth  streef
(recently torn down to make way |
for & parking lof) engaged Lippard
to prepare a 'dramatic version
of the story, stirring public in-
terestt to a pitch of violence.
‘Beveral leading citizens who had
good reason to feel their char-
acters had been atlacked in the
‘book, bought up large blocks of
‘tickels to distribute among their
ilt'iopendsm a.nptl:la a.rlllnounced they would

e ¥y by force if necessary.
On the night of the opening per-
Tormance a mob gathered around
the bullding and threatened to tear
it down.

Al the last minute the Mayor in-|

tervened and ordered the play sup- ||

ressed to avert a riof—probably
e only time that sueh an action |
m ever necessary in Phﬂs.de!phls,.
m inn:deqt W, i i's

‘maturally,

small tribute to state that not one

a score more of his incendiary “ro-
manees, turning his indignant pen
on the vices of New York, Washing-
ton and Boston, instigating auda-
cions attacks against the privileges
and powerful people of his day,
until his career ended rather pre-

Much that he wrote was impet-
ucus and immature, yel it 1s no

line could ever be mistaken for the
work of any other. His style was
his own—as naive and highly-col-
ored—and al times even crude—as
the early lithographs of his time.
His stories brought higher prices
than had ever been received by an
American writer up to his period.
For one year's work his copyrights
were worth $5,000 which was =an
enormous sum beside the pitiful
amounts received by Poe and
others.

It as Lippard who met Poe wan-
dering around the streets of Phila-
delphia; took him in; and raised
money to send him off to Virginia,
and postponed the end of the auth-
or-of “The Raven” for a few
months,

Lippard was alwa,ys youthful,
impulsi¥e and defiant of every con-
vention, The romantic story of his
|marriage is fairly well known to
lovers of the Wissahickon, Lip-

pard had spent his boyhood in

Germantown and came fo know

and love the picturesque valley
that lies at owr own 'backdoor,
Many of his tales were written as
he lay full length on a grassy
knoll high above the stream.

It is said thal he was married
“without benefit of clergy” along
the Wissahickon, the couple plight-
ing their eternal troth with aimple
sincerity to one another.

Recently this narrative has been |

changed to more probable propor-|
tions. Because he chose to marry
on the high rock, known as Lover's
.Leap, close to what Is now the

‘northwest end of the great Henry

avenue bridge, hostile writers lab-
eled him an eccenfric and circu-

|lated rumours that he had donned

Indian garb and read the rites of
matrimony himself, Actually—it
now comes to light—the wedding
was solemnized, In 1847, by a cler-
gyman friend, and witnessed by
Lippard’s sister, Harriet.

It was one of the happiest mo-
menis of Lippard's life, but one!
that soon ended, His two children
died in infancy and hl.u frafl wife,
i Rose, followed them in 1851. Al-,
ready he had lost both parents,

‘__slstats and a brot'.her berora hep

i

‘borough avenues.
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Old Roads of
Wlssahlckon

Joseph S. Miles to Tell of
Valley’s Ancient
Highways

WILL SHOW SKETCHES

Society Organized to Pres.
erve Iistory of North-
west Phﬂade].phia

Next Tuesday night Joseph 8.
Miles, secretary of the Wissahickon
Valley FHistorical Society;, will pre-
sent ‘a talk on “The Cross Roacdls of

dhe Wissahickon,” at.the Kendriok

Recreation Center, Ridge and Rox-
Mr. Miles has
made a number of  pen and ink
sketches of selected views along the
Wissahickon, and will exhibit these
at the meeting. 4
In addition, James K. Helms
will project. a number of lanter
slides depicting some of the an-
clent historical Iandmarks of this
section. The public is welcome to
attend the meeting, which will start

(&t 8:15 p. m.

The Wissahickon Valley Histori-
el Society is an organization for
the purpose of increasing nterest
in the historical places of Roxbor-

jough, Mansyunk, Wissahickon and

the entire Sechuylkill and Wissa-
hickon Valleys, particularly in
Philadelphia and il pessible, to try
Lo preser as many as possible.
The Society has a nhumber of the
souvenier booklets of the 150th An-

niversary celebration at Barven Hill |

for distribution. Reguest for these
ghonld be made to members of the
Soclety.

WILD ROSES

I went down Gypsy lane today,
And found some roses by the
way;
Wild roses—blooming fresh
and fair—
Whose  glorious
Filled the air,

fragrance

Upon the grassy banks they
grew,
With glossy verdure wet
dew:
Unsheltered there from wind
and rain,
Alotig a litile hillside lane.

with

4 \
They heartencd me. There are,
lis true,
More roses of a brighter hue—
But it my mind nene guite
excel .
The pale wild rose I Know
B0 well, .
Al C.C
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“Wild i of The Wi

- Is APrize- Winning Essay

v

S. Carey Comfort, of Germantown Friends™ School. Pens

Remarkable Paper in

Contest Instituted by

“Friends of the Wissahickon™

: By S. COMFORT CAREY

Following is the prize-winning

| essay in the contest instituted by
the Friends of the Wissahickon.
1t was won by S. Comfert Carey,
a student at the Germantown
Friends' School. The title of the
paper is: “Wild Life in the Wis-
sahickon Valley,”

|en which T was first permitced o
|gn with them, We must have been
a gueer looking lot ns we set out
with our Tong-handled hets, cyanide

jars, boxes of folded papers and
shloroform. In those days there
were roughv wooden poles which
were easily scaled by the boys and

| Al my life T have lived on or |lights which hung low over the

ear the Wissahickon. One of my
first recollections of its existence
i8, when on hot summer afternoons
the mothers of the neighborhood,
dshing to be free for a few mo-
ients of peace, dispatched us for
n hour’s drive up the Wissahickon
inder the guidance of “Peter.”™
seter was the owner of s dilapi-
jated chaise and of an . equslly
{ilapidated horse. He used to take
ns up past Valley Green, pointing
out all the spots of interesi—
bridges, caves, pools and statues.

Even as a child I can remember
stopping on the first stone bridge
to look at the great lavendar
blooms of the paulonia tree. From
‘there we went to the Walnut Lane
Bridge where, aghast, we watched
poys clamber over the arches, long-
ing to be able ourselves to do those
daring feats. Next, on the right,
the statue of the Indian chief was
pointed out by our old gulde. We
used to imagine that he was old
Chief Wissahickon, because mother
had told us of the far-away day
when the Creek was ceded to Phil-
adelphia by the Indians.
| Our fifth great - grandfather,
James Logan, was to receive the
grant of land from the Indian
iehlef. The Indian custom was for)
the chiel fo exciiange names with
the white father. Wishitiz neither!

ta offend the chiel nor to change,
his name, Jumes Logan snggestad |
that the Creek be called Wissa-|
hickon and the Irdian be cailed
Logan. In this way the Creek got
ile name, Near this statue were!
some caves where Deter  brought!
the afternoon to & fitting close by
telling us breath-taking tales of;
hermits who used to inhabit them.|
Another. early recolleetion i5 the
waiting and hoping that some da.y.{
I-might be allowed (o accompany |
the older boys and girls on their
collecting  expeditions for moths
around the lights on the drive. I
pan remember the feeling of tense-|
ness which overenme me the fight |

road.

By posting gcouts Lo wateh aut'|
for the park gua¥ds with compara-
tively little trouble we were able ta
lower the lights in order to get
some rere moth that clung to its
edge. Or if this was impossible,
Daddy wonld throw stones to dis<
lodee the sleeping moth: When this
was accomplished and. the sleeper
was flying for some new refuge, it
was nip and tuck lo see whether
we or the bals were quicker to
cateh the- quarry. On very good
nights we would return with some

\of each of the following ,species:

cecropia,  polphemus,  proniethia, |

cyntnis, anglifera. lund, imper-
ialit. and among the Sphingidae,
|chensis. drupiferarum, myops, my-
ron, excaecatus, choerilus, celeus,
| catalpae,
Tothers.
This iarge numper of species 1s
accounted for by the yariety of
vegetabion in the Valley, Perhaps

the most characteristic frees are

the tulip poplars, oaks, and hem-
locks. Among others less knowh
are ash-leaved, maple, calalpa,
beech angd hickory, with an under-
growth of viburnum, laurel, dog-
wood, and honeysuckle, under
‘which grows a carpet of hay scent-
ed fern, may-apple, and jack-in-
the-pulpit. In the early days of
June the Valley is sweet wilth the
smell of honeysuckle and the
-scent of wild grape blooms. Along
'the drive there are still places
where one can see the white violet,
and in the low marsh lands forget-
me-not is quite abundant, Here on
spring evenings the peepers join
in nature’s chorus.

In the fields of high grass the
bobwhites and the ringnecked
pheasants find ample cover from
the ever present snooping dogs on
the drive and its environs. Although
many people feel that the honey-
suckie is strangling some of the
trees, it is nevertheless a greater
shelter for the sparrows and many
other small hbirds. The fox spar-
row is. perhaps the most character-
[|istic of the sparrows of the Valley.

amyntor  dnd many

Carolina_wrens, tufted Lits, and |
 wrens haye been reported u

nals. Almost always in the sprin

one can hear the friendly seratch-
ing 'of the chewink or the deep
woods note of the wood thrush.
Distinguishable above all the other
songs in the long spring twilights
is_the often-repeated call of the
whip-poor-will.

| Of the smaller mammals, of
course the most numercus are the
gray squirrels and chipmonks, but
there are also quite a few Tred
squirrels. Several times we have
been visited by 'possums. once by
a baby about six inches long which
was all ears and tail. and once by
a full grown male, which, when
chased by our dogs, lay down by
the fence as if dead,

Stil] apother time a skunk visif-
ed the garbage pail and a vair of
I®eakels lived in the stome wall
|'\1.\’Ear$3r mugkrats aré e o found
i the meadows along the upper
lsl'.rem'n._ and when mother was &
litile girl she came UDOIL & Loz den,
where -she found bones of several
birds. which had evidently been
fed to the cubs. Al

With this abundance of plant
ang wild life so near 1o a great
city, we realize how fortunate it
is that Philadelphia had such far-
sighted founders. On the bridle
paths we can always hear the
|llooibeat of cantering horses, and
the ravines and foot paths are fre-
gquented by enthusiastic hikers. On
| hot summer nighls when other
]Citi{;‘s have only small parks  fo
offer their sweltering cilizens, Phil-
ladelplia’ has many ceel, grassy
11:1&0&3 beside streams which empty
into the Wissahickon, where _whnl_e
families can spend the nighf. In-
|.deed. the old Indian chief can be
well satisfied ss he looks down
{rom his high perch, that his lavely
Valley is still cool and shelters|so
many creatures of wood and
\ stream,

-
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Stone Railroad Bridge Has
Served Over Half Century

Wooden Structures Used For Forty-Three Years Prior to
Erection of More Permanent Viaduct.—

. History Told in

Annual Reports

Many are thé motorists, and
olhers, who as they approacl -..I.:r:li
entranee (o the Wissahickon Drive,
al Ridge avenue, fdr the firsl time.
pause to admire the graceful bridge
whiich earries the tracks of lhe
Reading rallrpad over “the Wissa-
hicken Creek ‘at thut point |

A search of the records relating!
to this bridge, proves thai it is '.ml|
(he first structure which gerved ike
railread company at the same
place,

On August 7th, 1833, proposals)|
were asked for grading of ihe)
Philadelphia, Germantown _ and!
Norristown Railrosd, Irom Robeé-
son’s Mill—near the mouth of \the
Wissahickon—to Norristown. The,
contracts for this work wemt
awarded on September 25th, 1833.
Sections numbered 9 to 12, south 10
Robesan’s Mill, and including the
first bridge over the Wissahickon
were awarded in September of 1833
to Isaac Otis and Company, and
the work was completed in October

of 1834, Regular rallroad fraffic vo .

Manayunk began on Oectober 20th,
1824 An account in a mneighboiing
newspaper, anent this frst Llrip,
reads as follows: “Carrs at length
approached the Wissahickon, &t

Robkson's Mill, The consiruetion)

of this viaduct in the substandial
manner in which it appears to be
built is certainly an extraordinuly

|undervaking, and has been accom-
plished in & manner which has|

given entire salisfaction to the
railroad company. The height is
about 70 feet above the surface of
the water ‘and the length 473 feet,
and the cost of construction about
£30,000."

Various extracts from the annual
reports of the P. G, and N. Rail-
road complete the tale of the Wis-
sahickon bridges near the mouth
of the stream. “November 1st,
1842: A track of edge rall, sup-
porfed upen continuous bearibgs of
white oak timber has been 1aid
upon the Wissahickon Bridge, to-
gether with a new floor of hemlock
planks; and that important struc-
ture, about which s0 much solici-
tude was . felt has! been greatly
strengthened. by additional hraces
and by arches of 'white pine in all
{he spans, added on the outside of
vhe lattice frames and secured 10
them by screw-holts. This work
had rendered the bridge abundant-
ly strong and 4 good coat of while-
wash. has improved its appearance.”

sNovember d4th 1844: To the
Wissahickon Bridge there have
‘been made frequent partial repairs
during the seasom; it giving evi-

ence of increasing decay and (rerg
e iioe. the Board directed

a contract to be made with Messrs.
Haughey & Snyder for the imme-
digte erection of a new bridge.
This is far advanced towards com-
pletion, the materials being chiefly
delivered and fthe most of {ne
{raming done. Its cost will be
about $10,000," |

“November 3rd, 18456: AL me1
time of the last annual meeting a
‘commencement had been made AL
\constructing a new bridge over the
'Wwissahickon Creek, whieh-has since
peen compleved. The security felt
by passengers now, When crossing
the valley and the strong snd per-
manent appearance of this bridge,
have no doubt aided materially in
increasing the travel upon the
road."” ;

“Seprember 30th, 1862: This
amount (giving the sum of receipts
froi excursion business at Rogk-
dale) would have been largely in-
ereased but for the destruction of
the Wissahickon bridge by fr€,
which reprived some twenuiy exct-
sion parties from fulfilling their en-
gagements made wilh the company
for the use of the said ground. On
the afterncon of the 12th of Au-
gust lmst (1862) the bridge 'over
the Wissahickon Creek was entirely
destroved by fire. The bridge wok
fire from the mill adjacent, known
as Ropegon's Mill, An arrangs-
ment was immediately made with
Mr. Stone for the erection of &
{restle-work as a temporary bridge.
The whole work was savisfactortly
completed in thirteen days; aud in
nineteen days the trains were regi-
larly passing over the bridge. Dur-
ing the inferval the Reading Rail-
rord Company generously tendered
the use of their road (on the Wwest
gide of the Schuylkilh for the
transportation of freight and pas-
sengers. The company availed
vhemselves of their kind offer for
the transportation of freighl; but
the passenger operations were con-
ducied on our own road, by a little
inconvenience to. the passengers,
that of walking from one side of
the bridge to the other! Proposals
having been invived for the con-
struction of an iron bridge, the
same were reccived up lo the 1st
of October. The bids were few
and exceedingly high owing to the
increased price-of {ron and the
present difficulty of procuring ik
Under existing circumstances (he
Board reconsidered (he resolution
atithorizing ‘2 wrought iron pridge,
‘and the Bourd instead passed a
‘resolution suthorizing the erection
of a substantial wooden one, The

\plan for the same has been adopted

i

the malerialy purchesed and It | :
ected that by the first bt the “ornament to the P

coming yéar ® permavént brigge

Bic- have been built.” -
“September 30, 1863; As record-
ed in our last report the Wissa~
hickon Bridge was destroyed by
fire August 12th, 1862, The tem-
porary trestle~work bridge. cons
strueied immediately after having
answered well its purpose, has since
been removed and a new and su-
perior wooden structure, much more
substantial  than the  original
bridge, has been completed over

I'two spans. An Act of Stale Legis-
lature, obiained last winter, grants
¢d the company permission fo con-

struct & gtone bridge (two-arched)
over the eastern span. This s now

| being done under the supervision of
| Messrs. White & Houpt contractors.

1 8aid Legislative Act also allows tho
,lrenminlng two spans Lo ke bl
similarty of sthné av any time here-!
after. The bridge will be finished!
about the first of the ensuing year,|
when a double track will be laid
over it, and by this altetavion dis-
pensing with the switeh-tenders at
this point."

On January Tuh; 1873, the Phila-
delphia and Reading Railroad Com-
pany entered into an agreement
with the City of Phlladelphia, for
thie eréction of & pew double track
stone railroad bridge ‘vhis is the
presenl strueture) .. On August 12th,
1874, the Board of Directors of the
Philadelphia nhd Readlng Railroad
Company directed vhe chief engin-!
eer of the Company to “proceed
therewith to bulld a new double
track stone rallroad bridge over
the Wissahickon valley and creek;
upon the line of the Norristown
Branch of the Philadelphia, Ger-
mantown and Norristown  Ralls
rowd."”

The annual report of the railroad
company, for the year ending No-
vembeor 30th, 187, staies: “The
werk of the new bridge erossing
the Wissahickon® Oreek on  the
CGeérmantown and Norristown

||Bru.nch, wis commenced in Sep-
| tember and prosecufed with vigor,
until the approach of winter com-

Ipelled us o cease operalions, 'Thel
two largest piers of the bridge have|
been founded on solid rock in the
bed of the creek, and have been |
bullt up within five feet of the sur-|
iface of the waver. Their respective
‘foundations are 31% feet and 26
feet below the mean water level of
the dam. The location of this new
Lridge is on a improyved alignment
of vhe voad, and will enable the
City of Philadelphia {o earry Ridge|
avenue by an overhead bridge|
across the railroad, thereby aveid-
ing the present danger of grade-
crossing, (4 work which was nolb
done until about 1827 or 1928) and
improving the grade and alignmeny
of this great thoroughfare. It will
require at least two years of hard
work to-accomplish this much needs
ed improvement, The new bridge
will better accommodate the wants
of the railroad fraffic and will be
ar ornament to the park.”

In 1927 exvensive repalrs and re~
newals were made (o the present
bridge, including the addition of
concrete walls along the top oufer
ctiges for pratection of workmen,,
and in 1932 the lron catenary
gtructures r¢ placed atop of the
bridge for the carrying of high
tension electricity  wires for vhe use
of the modern means of TTanspor-
tation, but eertainly not sdding 1o

2 b i
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‘Reealls Expansion of Park

. Limits Along Wissahickon

Action Authorized by Commissioners in 1896 Has Proven

to Have Been a Thoughtful One.—Public Benefits

Through Acquisition of Additional Land '

Thirty-five, or so, years ago, the
Park property along the Wissahiek-
ton differed somewhat from what it
idoes today, The Ilate William
‘Shingle, who served as a guard
‘along that romantic stream for
more than hirty years, with Cap-
tain Chaveau, also of the guards,
rode up the Wissahickon drive on
August 1st, of 1897, and frotn noles
which were made at the time, the
following facls were obtalned

The guards made this especial
trip to view the land which was o
be added to the Park by the revis-
fon of the boundary lines auvhor-
lzéd by the Park Commission, a year
.prcvxously The survey was made
for the purpese of protecting the
‘pmtumsque woods that line the
hills zlong the entire length of the
Wissahickon drive, The limits of
the park, al that time, were much
{narrower than now, and many of
{the magnificent views that appear-
‘ed before the bicyclists and horse-
iment owed thejr beauty and grand-
sur to sites outside: of the park
lne. A property owner of those
days, who could have faken the
whim, might have, with a few
weeks work, cul a gap in the scen-
iery vhat would have spoiled the
romantic spirit felt by everyone who
{s familiar with the yalley,

There were but few fences along
the park limit, and even pedestrians
who rambled along the sveep hul-
sides would not suspect thaj they
were often enjoying the quiet and
Aharm of woods that did not belong
‘to the city at all, or that the pri-
vate property on which they were
walking sometimes came within
two feet of the drive. The present
|lim3, as far ms possible runs along
the ridge of the hills on sither side
of the creek and takes in most of
the woods in sight,

Sinee the opening of the Wissa-
hickon Memorlal Bridge, al Henry

yenue, many persens afoot have
‘?wnd many new delights in that
seetion of the great playground, on
the hills running up fto the proper-
ties fecing on Bchocl House lane,
1hat never were known to them be-
fore, Here, in the guiet of day, can
e found more varieties of wild
'birds than in any other seetion of
fhe park. While sitting on a log,
In silence, on the hills above Henry
‘avenue, one may hear the mellow
|whistle of the beautiful, faming

red cardinal, all his

glory. Then
there 1§ (he brown thrasher, prob-
ably the finest of the songbivds to
be found there. And the indigo-|
bird, much darker blue than the
Bluebird; «the Maryland Yellow
Throat; the gueer-calling pheasant;
the tiny Chats; the flirving Wren,
the downy woodpécker, and s
more familiar brother, who sounds
like g workman in the forest. And
ther¢ will be seen the various
virecs, phoebes and swallows. Crows
are plentiful and so are hawks,

On the lower part of the drive,
across the creek from the foot of
Gypsy lane,| where the old Salaig-
nac mansion looks down on the
wavers, the newer park line runs
along 100 feet behind the house,|
when formerly it cuf across half-|
way up the hill. At the Hermit
lane bridge the old limits we1'e.|
close vo the creek, bub a4 tract of
Iand about 11! acres in size was|
added at that point.

All the land where the Lincoln
Drive hegins was added, and in-|
cluded the old Rittenhouse Ppirth-
place and other buildings in that
aren.

The old Kitchen farm, twenty-
four acres in exteny, at Kitehen's
lane {(Roxborough avenue) on the
east side of the creek was taken in
by a long loop in the revised line,
together wilh two propervies which
were owned by Allce Strawbridge
and Anne H, Smith. It is on the
old Klitchen estave that the Mon-
astery stands,

Al Livezey lane, another large
sweep was made, culting off one|
side of the Livezey {arm, which
was held by the lasy private owner
through o deed from William Penn
which remained in the family untiy
the Park acguired title, Land was
alsc added aslong the Creshiem
Creek, just above Livezty's, On the
west side of the creek 064 acres of
the Livezéy property was taken in
addition to thal on the east side.
This was all wooded and cverlooks
the Springfield avenue and Harb-
well avenue bridges.

Further up the valley, on the east
side of the stream, behind the first
Indian Rock Hotel, a long strefeh
of Woodland, 58 acres in all, was
taken from the Henry H. Houston
lands. Other land was added above
Thorpe's lane, and along the road
near the Germantown pike.
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THE VIOLIN AND SPRING

The violin that's played for me
Was mah.loned far acrosg the

In swried Ttaly—

A gplorious voice that always
sWays
And thrills me deeply as Il plays

With simple purity.

dream
Of lulling sounds thal ever seem
Touched lightly by
The tenderesl, kindliest, sort of
hands
That sift clear, gleaming, brook-
side sands
Where pebblies lie,

,F It pours out lguid strains—a.

Here's melody of truant tunes
Like languid, listless afterncons
Beneath Lthe trees,
When Wissahickon boughs are
| stirred
| And distant city-moans
4 heard
Upon the breeze,

are

Through all the gentle chorus-
Fan ing,
I"sense the dawn of
Spring;
Bright April skies;
With echoes faint, yet strangely

glorious

sweet,
That inake the vision quite
complete,
Of Paradise!
ACC
r : o}.

THE HIDDEN TRAIL

I know a Wissnhickon trail,
Tnerowded by the throng,

Where rainbow-colorved trees now sway
Ta croon an aubnmn song.

"It is a tune pristine, this air,

Which banishes depressing care,
The sort of tune that has [ts siart
In nature and the hope of heart,

1 often seek this scant-used trail,
Where odors, wildly sweet,

And tender fragraned seem to float;
Where sky and tree-top meet,

Wood-incense fills the bracing air,

And hanishes depressing care,
The sort of scent which has its start
In nature ang the hope of heart.

1 love this hidden hillside trail;
Not known to every one;
1 test my strength in hardy climbs
Amnd joys are fin'lly won,
I learn that those who boldly dare,
Will banish each depressing care,
Angd thus form wills, in dark or dawn,
That keep them ever going on!
A, . CHADWIOK, JR.




Romantic Valley Provides
Many Interesting Tales

Two More Are Added to an Already Long List.—Maple
< Springs Hotel and Quaint Carvings
Subjects of Anecdotes

An old newspaper advertisement,
\dated 1867, of the one-time Maple
Bprings Hotel, which stood along
the Wissahickon Drive,  few hun-
dred feet west of the Henry ave-
nue Memorial Bridge, was seen
recently, which read as follows:

“The eulogles written of Switzer-
land's romantic scenery by travel-
lers are very high toned; historians
have added thelr meed of praise:
and poets have tuned and sung on
their harps of a thousand strings:
Beautious to behold, thou land of

motntains,

Of crystal streams, and sparkling
fountains, :

Above thee, the
blue,

Drapig thy foliage of everyv hue.

Switzerland, the beautiful and free,

Fatherland of Tell, we sing to thee:

We tune our harps, and sing the

. story,

Of Tell's heroiec fame and glory.

“Were vou ever in' Switzerland,

you ever read of {§ romantic
seenery and rural beautles? Let
your answer be yea, or nay, permit
s to say, go and see the beauties
0f the American Switzerland,

canopy, ethereal

of as the once famous
‘hunting grounds of the Indians.—
This beautiful drive, for its seenery
ds not equalled by any other spot
In our State or within a long range
of travel. Tt is one of the most en-
chanting rural drives, of pictures- |
fue grandeur, thas a lover of Na-
ture and Nature's beauties could
wish for. Its Jong meandering
stream, with itg Craggy, moss coy-
ered rocks, and varied hues of foli-
age of lofty trees; flowering shrubs,
wild flowers, and tufts of velvet
moss:  forming one of WNature's
richest, prottiest cgrpets; tho last
Mot least, the beautiful and sweet
jmusic of the warbling songster of
the woods adds m to the pleas-
lires of this romantie drive.
. “Here you find one of the pleasant.-
aﬁ. retreats around our city; cool,
pleasant  and refreshing, The
hﬁgﬁlggsprmg Hotel affords a quiet
res place and furnishes luxu-
Fous and delicious repast or catfish
and waffles, spring chicken, excel-
lent tea and coffee, with beefsieak
tooked in  good style. Here, too
You meet with the greatest cuyiosity
‘#hop in the world, and there are
he otber like it. We might be
. '-'k mh l‘t- f-ﬁi S+ 1 )

Eden or the Ark of Noah, on ac-
count of the great number of ani-
‘mals it contains; and the whole
‘made or whittled from the root of
the laurel by the proprictor of the
hotel, 'Tis & lovely spol, and the
curiosity ‘shop u novelty, Go and
see it and you will be pleased."
" (] "

On the rocky and thickly wooded
hills lining the upper WAssahicken
there are many strange freaks of
nature which appear so distinet
and perfect as to indicate without
a doubt that man’s hammer and
chisel have played an important
part in their formation, But such
is not the case. .One of the most
notable of these capricious forma-
tions is whal is generally known as
“The Sneaking Indian” It i sit-
uated on fhe west side of ‘the creek,|
about a quarter of a mile below!
Allen’s Iane in the face of a high
roek, which is so0 shaped naturally
a8 to show clearly the figure of the
Indian in war attire, in a stooping
postufe and carrying a tomahawk
in his right hand. It s much moare
discerniible at @ distance of several
hundred feet, but upon close in-

spection the effect is seen to be the

result of a hallowed out portion of
the rock, caused by the crumbling
away of the less substantial por-
tions. A number of very successful
photographs of the rock have been
taken by amateurs, among them
an old photograph by William
Stafford, then a prominent manu-
facturer, in Manayunk. Another
noteworthy figure which attracted
rephsiderable attention among the
skaters on the creek in old-time,
winters was a head and busf, life
size, cut with a knife in the bark
of a white beech tree. The tree
stood along the bridle path on the
west side of the creek, just below!
the Wissahicken Memorial Bridge,
The head was very clearly carved
and resembled almost to a point
of identification President Millard
Fillmore, with his well-rounded
head, piccadllly and cravat, Above
the head was cut in a regular hand,
“J. J. Rosne, Va. 1862." The fig-
ure and name are believed to have
been genuine as President Fillmore
was in office ag that time.
SCCAFF
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COLUMBUR
We boast about our Schuylkill
hills;
Our neighbors =and our

friends;

Our churches, schools and other
things;

Our “Ridge” with all iis
bendis;

We laud our leaders to the skies;
Our loyalty commands it;
Forgetting that these came to us

Because Columbus landed.

The Wissahickon woods we love;
The Park, in all its stretches;
Are seldom praised enough by
men
Who are self - centred
wrelehes.
The rivers, creeks and lakes we
know, {
Please let us understand if,
No more for Indian use existé—
Because Columbus landed.

Goed, over all, looked on the
earth,
And knew ‘twould spon be
crowded
Unless new land were opened up,
So, In good fime, allowed it. F

And for the long and dangered
trip
He needed souls to stand it,
Columbus and men came
through,

And for our good — they
landed!
A C. C,

s . ) - ] : l d
Une Hundred Years Ago
b

(From Poulsem’s Advertiser of Feb, 1, 1828.)
A LETTHR from Philadelphin, dated,
January 26, to the editor of the
New York Commercial Advertiser
saywE: y
“1 hayve lately been very niichl in-
terested in viewing the eelebrated
arrery consfruected by Rittenhouse
aboul gixty years ago which has lain
amongst rubbish and dust in the rooms
of the college for some thirty years
past, The trustees lately voted a loan
of it to Mr. Joseph Roberts, the ami-
able snd scientific master of the
Quaker academy here, who has put it
together in a most masterly manner,
It is unquestionably the most wonder-
ful production of the kind ever made.
by man and well worth a journey to
gen, Mr. Roberts informed me it would
show tho motions of the planets for
2,000 years to come withoot any ma-
terial variation from the most correct
table, The wholée is an admirabls
piece of workmanship and, with is
recent brushing up, will be one of the
chief ornaments of the University."”

1>
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Home of the Wissa-
hickon Canoe Club

Story Told How 01d
Building Was Preserved

(From Resorts and Yachting)

On the beautiful east banks of the
BSchaylkill River just where the Wis-
sahickon Creek smpties its waters in
the river, is located, within the limits
of alrmount Purk, an old Colonial
Castle with a ' long history., It is now
culled CQolony Custle and is, and has
been for some yeures, the home 'of one
of the most progressive canoe clubs
In the Kast, The Castle sets well back
from the water's edge on a slight knoell
of velvety preen grass and ig nestled
in among the tall stately trees. T is
one of the most picturesgue spols on
the river. It is said thal atl one time
the bullding was a grist mill, getting
Its water power fram the creek,

The bullding anteduates the recollec-
tions of the ovldest inbabitants of that
woction. Yor many years it was the
home of the Heonorable Fishing Club
of Hehuylkill, of which the late John
Wagner, of School lane, was presi-
dent, It is also said that at one time
the bullding was a nmail mill, getting
its power through a foreboy from a
saw-mill that stood some feet farther
up the Wigsahickon Creek, which was
burnt down in 1856.

Colony Castle is just as interesting
on the inside as it 1s on the outside.
It has a large open fireplace in one
corner of the great living room with
a massive Colonial mantlepiece. The
old arch passagewway through which
the water passed to lurn the ponder-
ous wuter wheel always had a eanny
appearance, and naturally gave risc
to the beltef that the place was
haunted.

When it firgt eame Into the posses-
slon of the Park Commissioners it
was part of the Minster property.
later enlled Riverside Mansion. The
Park Commlssioners used it for a
gredwl many years for a store and tool
houge, A

A revolutionary tradition says that
Colonlal Castle was the home of Moges
Doane and his seven brothers, the
noted outlaws, who terrorized the
colonists in the northern paris of
Philadetphia County, and also what
now is part of Montgomery County.
Just south of the Castle on Robeson’s
Kuoll was the only oil drilling venture
in Philadeiphia, and the curlous peo-
ple gathered on the bank around the
Castle and watched the oil drillers at
work, on which now rests the sast end
of City Line bridge.

When the Philadelphia Cance Club
took hold of the property it was liter-
ally falling dbown. Some fifteen years
wgo four wellvknown clitizens ef the
Falla of Schuylkill decided that if they
could gel possession of the premises
they would tix it up. A week later
Messrs, W. J. Benham, W, D, Jamison
and Frank Kerber met there to hear
the report that Dy, David Boon was to
bring about renting the place. The
interior was Loo dirty to enter so they
walted outside for Dr, Boon, who had
been appolnted a committee of one to
arrabige for a lease on the property.
They realized that it was an 1deal lo-
cation 8o It did not tuke long to clean
up and make the place inviting, Many
times they were warned by letters and
verbally not to sty there after dark,
becauge the houss was haunted,

The first foor s large and roomy

and s an ideal dancing room, with
the open flreplace in one corner, with
the roaring, cracking logs. There is
a leanto that was later bullt and is
now used by the club as a kitchen; u
large commodious poreh is on two
sides of the building and one can find
no betler place in the park to view
the river than from this porch. The
upper floor has been altercd inte a
bunk room, storage room [Or Canoes
and a large locker room. It I8 an ideal
location and nothing could be betler
adapted to the purpose than this old
relic of Philadelphia's early days.

The club is incorporated and has a
limited membership of 756, Canoeing
and motor bouzting are the chief pas-
times of the members, The club owns
the oldest war canoe in this part of
the country, it is 35 feet long und will
seat 20 paddlers. The elub is pro-
gressive in every way and takes an
active interest in all canoe evenis as
well as motor boul racing.

The officers are: Commodore, Da-
vid J. Boon, M.D,; vice-pommodore,
Howard R. Lord; secretary, Joseph W,
Blain, 4828 North Fifteenth street;
treasurer, Bugene H, Hunter; quar-
termaster, Warl ¥, Kerber; flest cap-
tain, Alfred H, Kress,

Dircctors: Arthur J. Ehvlinger, Fred
Bhrlinger, J. Howard I'all, 01.10 R
Stoeckel, G. F. 1tigenbardt. The club
extends a welcome to all visiting
canoeists and yachtsmen. The latch
string is always out to this dear old
hannted Castle

for One of Wissahickon
Valley Scenes ]

Lest Fridiy night the Wissahlekon
‘Valley Historical Soclety ‘held its reg-
ular December meeting at the Hattal
“Taylor Post Bullding. 1In opening fie
meeting, Major Thomas £, Martln, the
president, sprung u very agreeable BUL-
prise, when he gnnounced that the mo-
tion picture reels exchanged between
Mayor Mackey, representing the City of
Philadelphla, and Premier Mussolini,
of the Itallun Government, would be
presented as the first fedture of ‘the
prograim.

‘These unusual gifts were prennt.ed
to Premier Mussolinl in Home by Mrs.
ITmogen B, Oakley, while visiting ITtaly
last summer, The moving picture of
Rome, showing the incompurable ruins
were then ordered prepared by the
Premier, which wete in turn presented
to Mayor key by Mrs, Oakley. rep-
resenting Premler, at the time ol
their first ghowing in the Mayor's re-
ception room, on PFriday, November 30,
witls raprmnta.tlveu of the Civie Club,
Academy of Fine Arts, Soclety of Col-
‘oiinl Dames of America, Pederalion of
Womens' Clubs, and Allfed Organiza-
ﬂ{ma present,

The scenes of Philadelphia show the
Hast River Drive in Falrmounl, Purk,
W  trip along the pumnmuc Wiasu-

‘Valley, beginning ut mimwth

Sent by Mussolini in Relum'_

BOTH FILMS EXHIBITED|

Bnow, olfictal pho!.ogmphar o( g
buresu. A rising vote of thanks w
tendered these gentlemen.

No society could be: ciassed as b
torical, who would not be delight
view the scenes of the ancient riln
Rome, and, when presented uiiden:
auspicious promperings, with the
attached, surely a rare tmf.
Joyed by those in attendance. O
scenes, drawing of an "Actual St
Corner,” by Michael Anglo, N
| Aurelius In the Square, EXca’
The Pantheon, Temple of Vesta, ( ,'
e Columns, Scenes of the Baths,
clent Statues, The Cloisters, The
| igeum, and other great scenes
ing the ruins of civillzation,
years 8go ‘were smong those £
on this yery unusual motion ple
reel.  All present volced thelr s
ments and thanks for having witn :
sueh historicsl pictures. '

The Becretary of the Baclny. J
8. Miles, then pmmiad a paper, {l=
lustrated with lantern: slides showiog
the outlines of the uﬂgmu umﬁgip

LOVER'S LEAP
Hln;ggda and hundreds of years
Out on the rim of things,
If was the‘m" on ﬂ:l.& peaks

i Blght]::er the ﬂocr ﬁmﬂum

| And the rocky
below,

abmthemderﬁ:e
moan,

Oranylowhnﬁunderme ]

anquiatthem. that Tve offen
Hyearsagamstmymm
To drink of the silence, half-

afraid;
And then have my reveries
scattered by ) _
A lonely crow, that in the shade
o futtering past, tHEGUGH




R
Tells of Relic =
of Paper Mill

Interesting Story Concerning
the Old Wissahickon Val-
ley Years Ago

BY A. C. CHADWICK, JR.

There is In existence gy specimen of
Inid paper made at Claus Rittenbouse’s
paper mill in 1690, on Paper Mill Run,
Roxborough  Township, Philadelphia.
County, Pennsylvania,

Lovers of the antiqgue made an on-
slaught upon the time-stained sheet, and
" bits here and there cut out indicate the
extent of curiosity.

Members of the trade have in every in-
stance “swiped a plece of the highly
prized paper while the owner's attention
was draw to otheér matters,

One slip of paper is of the first roll of
paper made in the United States.

Upon its begrimed surface iz written
. receipt by Nicholas Poarfo for five
renms of brown paper delivered June 23,
1705,

Baid Morris Nixon, of Dayton, Ohio,
who spoke instructively and entertaining.
ly: “Willinm Rittingbuysen, an emi
grant, was the Hret Mennonite preacher
in Penusylvania,

{_“He, With his two sons, Gerhard, or

Garret, and Kloas, or Nicholas, came
i from Broich, in Holland,

His forefather had long carried on the
business of manufacturing paper at Arn.
heim and in 1660 he built the first paper
mill in Ameriea on the Wissahickon.

It is o remarkable fact that the intro-
duction of the manufacture of paper into
America by the Rittenhouses was about
o8 enrly as the time at which they took
rool in America.

A biorgrapher of one of the Ritten-
houses rightly stated that the enterprise
marked n union of capital, intelligence
angd activity at that time rare in the col-
| onles,

Germantown, now so thickly settled,
was then n cluster of woods, Back from
the Germantown road ran long amd nar-
row strips of land, ench with its quaintly
and sparely furnished farm houses.

In the outlying towuships of Creshelm
and Crefeldt lay great blocks of land—
hilly, rich, well watered and timbored ang
miraculously productive, The German pi-
oneers lived on the fat of the land in
those days.

It was in Roxborough fownship that
William Rittenhouse huilt his paper miil,

| upon the strepm ever after called Paper
Mill Run, which jolns the Wissahickon
by Ioor Iouse Lane, and known ag Rit-
tenhouse street, )

Here was made the paper used by Wil-
Tam Bradford and in the old form house
nearhy William Rittenhouse died in 1708, |
aged 64

According to 4 mode of inheritance
‘practiced among the settlers from Hol.
Emd. and which has a distinet place in

the history of the development of the
modern community, farm house and pa-
per mill descended from William Ritten-
house fo the younger son Nlcholag and
from him to his younger son Matthias
each of these two in turn progecuting the
business after the decease of his parent.

Mr. Nixon is a lineal descendant of

| the Rittenhouses, and curiously enongh

when he was united in marriage he sue-
ceeded in winning the heart of a Miss
littenhouse, who traces her ancestry in
the same lines of kinship. Coineidences
{are coincidetce® verily.

L-18-32

. HAPPY VALLEY

In the vale of Wissahickon, there
are thrills to 'make hearts
e poem
e ropmer's one with &
All oi? hig i AU
nature aims to please, and
arms of serrate trees
Are concatenations queer of
girandole,
Here, betimes, is often heard,
groga some sad and lonely

Aoau’u.ntoamate who is not

near,
And the wate cenelmmgl
G?s it purls and pours
Vés an undertone of mu
sweet and clear. b
Here a fern, with lacy frond of |
an elegance beyond
Theaw.larea.rf.hlyauﬂ:gr&o

G v:iet'h
TOWS flowers bright and
gay, in a colorful array,
Content in woodland bed to
rusticate,
There are bare and rugged rocks,
like some myth-giant’s build-
ing blocks, : q
Which reach dimensions
daunting and terrific,
ing ‘Yowering monuments,
whose stilling eloquence
Adds silence that is ealmful

and pacific.

Little paths wind here and
there, which are lanes away

from care,
That life with all its turmoil
often brings;
And nmm::iltxgg. thorny thickets, |
crickets, i b |
Are haven-places there for
weary wings, .

There are stream-bank
stretches, lined mm‘r:vﬁg.
bulb-rooted velches,

Which attract the farer to
| some shimm'ring pool;

. Wargah:g :g.ut.s. hthe sun can

| ] a l -

‘ t‘oua' eafy-lat-

And shaded pi
“ mmmphoeawherethe

There are roads where horses
pace, cantcr, trot and some-
| e o 0
Way from motered cars, gear-
i ed up hy man; %
And each curve along the way
-'ieéz'ns to beckon; seems to |

By,

“Come on! And rou !
‘quickly -&s'-'mu-.uani-'l'md =t
" _G. o

|of the stream watching Emmett do

2-/p-33

ﬁob—Sledtﬁjﬁgz T;

. » TR
One of the speakers at the Hat-|
tal-Taylor hﬂ No. 333, V. F. W.
banguet, turday night, gave
Rozborough mountaineers the myal1
“ragzberry” about the hills here-~
abouts, and suggested that the
“local Chamber of Commerce wake
up to its opportunities and steal
the Winter Olympics away from
the Lake Placid folks”

And on Monday John M. Sick-
inger, authority on ana,
qta.;ted to discuss the same sub-
ject.

“Bob-sledding,” said Mr. Sickin-
ger, “is nothing more than coast-
jing with a ‘high-hat’ Roxborough
boys and girls of past years knew
lots about the sport, getting thelr
experience by  speeding  down
Gorgas, Allens', Conrad’s and Live-
zey lanes.

I “And what speed they attained!

{They used to get out the old dou~

|ble-deckers, and the only crack-ups

they had was when they would |

erash head on into another kid's

:g_t;pper and hang it up on the|
5.

“The diners, - with catfish and
waffles In front of them, sitting in
the Old Indian Rock Hotel, down
along Wissahickon Creek, always
formed a jolly crowd of spectators.

“Those were the days when the
youth of this section staged its own
Olymplc games. | when it came
to ice skating, an old friend, Em-
mett Monahan, now the millwright
at the Manayunk Plush Mill had
no equal. Great erowds were ap-
customed to standing on the

his stufl. Now, people have an
alibi and say there is mno iece or
snow."” 1wy

ATy
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SEPTEMBER DAYS

Behind a hill, the whippeorwill
Chirps lonesomely, when it js
chill

These sharp September
days;
The dusk grows dense: the si-
lence tense;
And katydids their songs conm-
mence,

O'er Wissahickon sprays,
Each warm day wanes; through
hillside laneg
The cool winds blow; each free
complains;
The autumn flowers bloom;
While left and right, the fire-
flies iight,
And early coming of the night,
All sound the Bummer's

doom.
8,00 g

-~
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Park Body
Would Save
Wissahickon

- Fight Proposals ta Widen
Drives Along Gorge |
of Beauty

HIKERS HAVE RIGHTS

Weygandt Brmga Out New
Book Concerning
' Valley ,

Propogals to widen roadways in
the Wissabickon will be fought by
the Friends of the Wissahlckon,
and its executive commitiee has
‘notified the Commissionerss of
Fairmount Park that any Toad-
widening “will destroy the natural
beauty of this ravine”

“The so-called dangers inherent
in the present roadways of the
Wissahickon used by motorisis are
non-existent for all those who obey,
the rules,” the notice adds.

Pedestrians as well as motorists
have rights to be conserved in the
Wissahickon, the resblutions de-
clare, stating the difficulties of
park guards In promoting safely
are due to “the carslessness and
irresponsible  behavior of some
drivers.”

Cltizens are urged to “rise to the
support. of the Commissioners and
of thelr present policy as to the use
of motor roads in the park”
| Baedeker referred to the Wissa-
hickon as “An Alpine gorge in
" miniature of singular lovelingss."
In s volume called *“The Wissa~
hickonn Hills” by Professor Cor-
\nelius Weygandt of the University
of Pennsylvania, the traditions as
well as the natural beauties are
related and glorified. Professor
Weygandt's chapters will appeal to
many Philadelphians who have}
come to love the old Creek; it will
open new paths and make us
realize once more that we can be
justly proud of this glorious stretch
of woodland and stream.

Professor Weygandt shows every,
spot along the Wissahickon. He
his Observed what others have
missed for many years. He tells!
about the woodduck on the Creek
in the carlier years, about the

es that used to pass over now |
and then, about the raccoons, the |
opossums. “There are mink, weasel
and skunk about, though they are
searce.” The sections on the birds
of the Wissahickon are not only
informative but especially engag-
Ing, There are chapters on spring-
houses, ground cellars and “caves” 4
‘on “Heaths and Heathy Places,"
on “Mice | Muuﬁim

wﬂﬁms." he wrote.
lights make them as magical a8
ever they were to one and twenty.
They are the surprlse they have’
always been to strangers from far

or near. A bluff of grey schist,
hemlock covered, - with kinglets
seeping  through the plamy

branches, is refreshing so close to
a great city ,and muskrat tracks
in the mud by the creek are a
sight to make the years fall off
bent shoulders, The Wissahickon
and its hills are a blessing to many
thousands of us. They are here
always, good to visit at all seasons,
and just as good as a sugestion of
all the far wooded places where
men may find freedom and heart-
Eﬂﬁe."

— s o — —————
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Horsemen to
Parade Along

Wissahickon
Philadelphia Riders and

Drivers Association to

Hold Annual Fete |

BRACKEN IN CHARGE

Many Organizations to Par-|
ticipate in Event Along
Famous Drive

A cordial Invitation Is extended
by the Philadelphia Riders and
Dirivers Association to the public 1o
[foin in the, annual "Wissahlckan
Dey” domonstration on Saturday

mThaFriendae{the

afternoon, with those organizations
which have as their chief object the
preservation of the Upper Wissa-
hickon. Ride, drive, motor, or hike
there, Automobiles may enter the
Drive, via Roxborough or Chestnuf
Hill and “park” at Valley Green.

The Wissahickon is Philadelphia's
wonderful playground, aboundinz
in the beauties of Nature at all
semsons of the year, whether it be
blossom time, or when the snow
adorns the woodland, and the Wis-
sahickon Day Fete is one way In
which the city's citizens show their
interest in the storied valley and
its perpetuation for future genera-
fions,

The marshals of the greal eques-

trian parade will meet with their
‘ghief at Allen's fune at 2:15 P. M.
| for final instructions before the for-
‘mation of the lne of mareh.
The following will be the ordey

Cuards; four-

ouhepmde An advance eseort of |
m&nm _ l

ternal groups,  individual m
Mounted Boy Scouts, Riding Aca~
demies, Riding and Hunt Clubs sml'.i'

Philip R. Markley, Walter G. smlgy‘
Dr. William H. Ivens, J. D. Howley,
W, G. Mo, and Frank R.

The General Committee, hl
charge of the Wissahickon Day.
Fete is composed of Francis B.
Bracken, Chairmen, Frederiek L.
Ballard, A. €. Chiadwick, Jr., Milton'
C. Cooper, Willlam A. M. Full
Bamuel PF. Houston, @;1
Metzger, Thomas . Parris, Mluj
Nellie B, Quirk, Miss Anne Slraw-
| bridge, William Wallace, Miss Fran«
ees A. Wister, and Mina Helen E.}
Yerkes.

The officers of the Philadelphia
Riders and Drivers Association,
which was organized on f.)eceznua'I
I6th, 1921, and which anmmll.‘rl
SpONSors thc great carndval,
(Honorary President, J. Willis Mu-'
tin, Honorary Vice-president, Fred-
eric H. Strawbridge, President, Wil-
liam F. Metzger, First Vim Presi-
dent, E. T. Vial
President, Francis B. Bmcken.
Vice President, J. G. Lieper, Jr., and |
seore-:uy Treasurer, Anna K. thm

le organizations co-operating
with the Riders and Drivers Asso- |
elation in the parade of Saturday,

J

clety of Philadeiphia, The C!ermm.
town Historical Society, WW
Free Institute of Sgience, BOWF
Baciety of Pennsylvania, Boy and)
Girl Scouts, Garden Club of Phila~

Wanderlust Club the
Back-to-Nature Club, T

L1937

SPRINGTIME LONGINGS

Fly winter days! We want ggain
To see the robin and the wren
Along the woodland paths be=
side
The Wissahickon's rippling tide.
So fly away! Of cold we're tired.
And long for days when we'rg ifi=
spired
To sing of gleen.ing trees, and
such;
That comes w;th Springtime’s
maglec touch.

Get Trom us utterly! We say,
We've had enpugh of skies ail

gray,
We want to tramp o'er lealy |-
mold
And greet he glorions marigold
That grows beslde the nearby
streaim |
Where we gan walk, and think,
and dl‘ﬁﬁm

ws;;x-ie sated with the Winbers
A‘ﬂtﬁ \bmt to hike mw o'er the |

i

B #.ﬂd e |
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Improvements

' Made Regardiess
Of Opposition

| Aequisition of Lands Along
the Wissahickon Is a
Case in Point

MANY PROTESTS

»
Commissioners Predicted
That Land Values Would
Rapidly Increase

Very often civic improvements
come ahout despite all sorts of ad-
verse public discudsions on the

subject at hand. For instance the
Rocsevelt Boulevard, that mugh-
traveled trafic artery intc Phila-
delphia, was assailed in ithe begin-
ning as just another huge gmf;ing
pperation of the city’'s politicians
who had bought up farmlands i
the norlheast section of Philadel-
phia pefore the plans for the high-
way became public.

Another similar example is the
Parkway, connecting Fairmount
Park with the centre of the munici-
pality. What a hullabaloo was
raised when that project was first
discussed! The public, however,
afterward benefitted from both un-
derfakings.

A local story of the same nature.
sprung from the mequisition of -2151:]

ward lands along the Wissahickon

Valley for Park purposes. |

Back in 1860 the Park Commis-
sioners bought the road along the
Creelk from the stockholders of the
Wissahickon Turnpike Company,
and also purchased land, to the
erest of the hills, from private
owners. These latter purchaseg in-
cluded many busy mills, !

Some of the landowners parted
with their holdings with great Te-
Tuctance, feeling that with the de-
struction of the mills improvements
in the 215t Ward would all move in
a different direction, and result in
a great loss to all who owned land
and houses east of Ridge avenue.

The Park Commissioners alleged
that the removal of the mills, un-
der the plan of giving better water
to the people of Philadelphia,
would bring hundreds of wealthy
men and their families to erect
(thelr homes along the banks of the
Wissahickon, thus giving plenty of
work to local mechanics.

The Commissioners promised
beautiful lamkes as additional at-

v, tractions for city dwellers in sum-

lmer and winler, one of which was
[to be gituated on the land covered

by the Ammidown Blanket Mills,—|

where the Lincoln Drive branches
off from the Wissahickon Drive to-

day—which were to be stocked with

in valii, They)|

{ effort and ﬁm\
ommissioners had their way. |
‘Omne of the OIOUEN properiy
owners had ten acres of land taken|

by the Park authorities; all of the’
rontage he held along the Wissa-
thickon Creek and drive, which
jcontained all the timber he had re-
served for feneing the remainder|
of his farm. !

When he attempted to cut a tree
for posts or rails his workmen were
driven away from his own land by
Park Guards, who had recelved
instructions to permit no trees to
be felled. To his application for
payment of the land taken, he was
told the balance of his farm would
be increased in value more than
the ten scres of land taken. As
he did not fancy the mode of pay-
ment for his land In prospective
increases in wvalue, he, withh other
property holders journeyed to Har-
risburg to protest to the State
Legislature, from whom the Park
Commisgioners had received their
(authprity, and the latfer after a
‘prolonged contest were finally
beaten and forced to pay all the
owners of real estate taken, and
set apart within the limits of the
Park, the value being set by a jury,

If the parties could not agree as
lto the value of the land taken, an
.agent of the jury called on the
owners and in the end the most of
them accepted what the Commis-
sioners had fixed as the value, The
value of the mills, however, were
all setfled by jury and judgment
taken and entered in Court.

The east side of Ridge avenue did
not live up to the predictions of
the early Park Commissioners,
Wealthy famililes moved generally
'to the Germantown side of the val-
ley., and Roxborough remained un-
developed and neglected until re-
cent years, singe when the opening
of Henry avenue now gives promise
that land in that area will increase
in value, As for the employment

|that would have been provided

through 411 the intervening years
by the Wissahickon mills, there is
no one who can properly conjecture
whether they would have been
| beneficial or nof. :

| It is known, however, that in the|
Wissahickon  Valley sectlon of
Fairmount Park residents of this/
vicinity have a public asset that, far
surpasses any natural one in  any
other part of the city.

|defect, T made two drumsticks
{which I fastened to the axles of

‘and hear, I have a whole battery of
\automatic drums. I have called it
[“Nature’s Jazz Band”

£-(L-v%

Wissahickon

Valley Has A

Jazz Band

Caretaker at Livezey House
Provides an Accompani-
ment for Nature's Song

WATER-DRIVEN DEVICE
Miniatare Mills and Wheels

Prove an Attraction

To Wayfarers ~ -+ |

| Al Haetner, caretaker of the
Livezey House on the Upper Wis-
zahickon, found time hanging heays
ily on his hands The house, while
one of the oldest under the juris-
diction of the Fairmoun) Park
Commission, stands isolated behind
its barrier of hill and wood and is

lin conditien took but little of Haet-

ner's time,
To while away the hours, he

|coneeived the idea of ponstruciing

a miniature waterwheel in the
little tributary of the Wissahickon
which passes the house. When it
was completed he added a toy mill
Then he builk more wheels and
placed them at different points

(along the banks of the Iliitie

stream, The wheels revolved mer-
rily, and the splash of the water
as it passed over the paddles gave
a soothing undertone to the song
of the recently arrived birds and
the song of the wind in the near-
by trees.

“1 found,” Haefner told John F.
Hart, artist and wood engraver, of
160 Hansberry street, Germantown,
when he stumbled on the place,
‘““hat nature’s orchestra of the
birds, the wind and (he brook was,
without a drum. To remedy this
the waterwheels. Then I placed &
small piece of tin close to the
wheel so that when the axle re-
volved the sticks would strike the
tin. 8o I gave the orchestra a drum,
One did not seem to be enough,
and 1 fashioned drumsticks for
rach wheel, Now, as you can see

Day =and night the drums keep
beating out their measure, even

| when the. birds have been silenced

py darkness. Their nof unmusical
finkle has. drawn many chiidren
who stand in rapture along the
banks Adults passing by al & dis-
tance have been lured to the place
by the drums, with the result that,
the isolation which has wrapped
the Livezey Housc stands in a fair
way to be dispelled through thel
music of Haefner's “Nature's Jaz
Band.” ol : i

1)
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Nearby Woods
- Abloom With

.~ Wild Flowers &

Dame Nature Has

Started
to Color Her Hills
and Ravines
BEAUT Y. ABOUNDS

Wissahickon Valley Is Tdeal
Place to Study
Botany

S e — |
Spring fever days are here; the
robins and blue birds ean be heard
ping; old Mother Nature has
ted to spread her green robes
the hilisides, and the desire to

Is in the blood, which leads
ane, without thinking,  into the

nds and meadows in search
ot wild flowers.

The very first blooms that make
their appearance in the efirly spring
lare  the Johnnje-Jump-Ups, o
Birds-foot violets, and in some
places are commonly called Sand
violets; From April to Juoe dry
fields and hilsides are made lovely !
by them. These violets are pansy-
shaped and are more velvety than
other violets.

The most [ragrant flower that
grows is the Trailing Arbutus. It|
is the flower of the woods, where it
blooms from March to May. Ar-
butus should be picked sparingly,
I{ is often diffieult to pick it without
pulling the roots, .a thing which
should never beudone. Already it
has vanished from many places.

Another beautifyl flower is the
Blood Root. 8now white and shaped
like a poppy, it is short-lived as a

rule, The blossoms die soon after
picking.
Then the buttercups. Certainly|

vou all know the common butter-|
eup! Records do not disclose who
the love sick swain was, who “wise-
cracked” hold up your chin unfil I,
see if you like buffer. But never-'
theless it has been handed down
from generation to generation. And
the same buttercups still make their
vivid color stand ot shove all oth-
ers.
| A pretty flower is the daisy. It
grows every where, in the meadows,
lalong the roadside and even on
waste land. It it & common weed,
to farmers who detest it, but it is a
beautiful sight to see a feld of
|daisies in full bloom. Ancther brayve
little flower that blooms esrly is
the hepatica, which is commonly
called the May flower. It spreads!
along the ground and at a distance
reminds one of last winter's snow.
Another bloom that is plentiful is
the Blackeyed Susan, called by some
people yellow daisy, Along the Wis-|
‘sahickon ravine one will find the
colimbine, a besutiful red and yel-.
Yy flower which looks Hke a honey

kle. Tt prows: in rocky

and shady woodlands. Jack-in-the-
Pulpit is another spring time bloom.
The root, or bulb, is called Indian
turnup. Then the Hare Bell, grow-
ing on the rocky cliffs, has as its
common name, Blue Bells of Secot-
land. The Red Trillium, sometimes
calied the Wake Robin or Birth
yood, has an unpleasant ador. TL!
growe thickly in rich, moist, soil.
One smell of the Pasture Rose,
commonly called the Wild Rose, will
win you forever as its champion,
Queen Anne's Lace, ar Wild Car- |
rol, is another common weed, but
nevertheless is a pretty bloom.
Virginia Cowslips are like the Hare
Bells and look similar to them. Joe
‘Pye Weed, commonly called Bone

Set, smells like flaxseed and can be |

| [found in wet meadows. Pearly Ever-

lasting is an herb, with a pretty!
Hower for vases, and will hold up
well without water for a long Lilnc.l
It is detested by farmers as an un-
desirable weed.

All nearby fields and woodlands,
if not now, will soon abound with
wild flowers, but. to get the plck of |
the finest it is necessary to hike to
a ravine, through which a creek
ripples its way.

The glade along the Wissahickon
Creek is a fine place to view spring-
time wild flowers and ferns, but
Park regulations forbids the picking
of fowers and ferns.

. If a person takes along a botan-
ical book in colors, he can identify
each bloom with ease.

JOHN M. SICKINGER
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SUNDOWN ON THE

WISSAHICKON

Deep in the vale there calls a
bird,

Along the Wissahickon, where
the Lide

Pursues its course, with ripples
slurred !

O'er rough terrain extending
wide,

A haze appears; the sun’s swift
stride

Brings quick eclipse g'er rushes
rank;

No stir of life, ‘til is described,

|
| A feathered oreature on the
|

bank.

And as the sun sinks in the
west,

With long-stretched shadows on
the sward, .

A mate-bird, with his note
caressed,

Sings out & song, with joy un-
barred,

The waler mirrors blue and

green ]
As dusk-time lights break on the
BOEens,
A, C, C.

e ———
s
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I BESIDE THE WISSAHICKON

There fhe birds are singlag
cargls from the branches up
en high,

As the sunshine hangs its ban-
ners, erimson tinted, o'er the
SEY; k

There the hum of busy insects
ELUEREL DACK ThE TINNEYs sonE,

There the mists have veiled the
mornings and the lovely days
are long;

There the leaves are all a'-
tremble, “neath the passion of
the breeze,

And nearby grass fields shadows

{ change like billows of the
seas;

While each cricket chirps
challenge from its refuge in
the brush,

And the full-leaved boughs ape
nodding o'er a spring where
waters gush,

Beside the Wissahickon.

There the forest's cooling shad-
ows tempt to rest at st fry

i Tnioan,

While the murmurs of the I af-
lets urge to slumber with t eir

tune:
Then_e the clouds have fliecy
whiteness, when the atio-

sphere is bland,
And the season spreads its glad-
ness and its plenty oer ' the
land;
When the purling creek grasps
sunshine—in the rapids or the
stll— +
As it wildly clasps the stream-
lets which comie rushing dewn
the hill,
While God's beauties, like soft
blessings, permeate the earth
and air, "1
And unspoken benedictions mest
our vision everywhere,

Beside ihe Wissahickon,

There “the alr is peffume-lad-
en through the watches of the
night;

There the moonlight on the
waters is a glorified delight,

As it sllvers stream and path-

way, as it goftens rugged
! Scenes,
|| With its lights “and shadows
shifting through a million
lealy screens;
Every pocl a ghining wonder,

every tree a siudied art,
Every hill and glen a'making of
its marvel-work a part:
Every day's a dream of beauty;.
every might a new surprise;
Every bhour a tempting picture
for our wonder-naunted eyes;
When all these are spread before
us—each a gem without alloy-—
When the soul responds In glad-
ness and the world Is drunk
with joy,
When the heart intones its an-
thems; joining nabure in her
praise, *
And perfection meets perfection,
in & thonsand wondrous ways,
You must needs not be a post
for your pulsing heart to
guicken,
For your senses sll will tell you,
yowre beside the Wtssah{cgég.
SR :
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Né'arliy Woads
- Abloom With
Wild Flowers
‘Dame Nat.l;e-_ﬂaa Started

to Color Her Hills
and Ravines

BEAUTY ABOUNDS

Wissahickon Valley Is Tdeal
Place to Study
Botany |

Spring fever days are here; the
obins and blue birds can be heard
irping; old Mother Nature has
! to spread her green robes
ver the hillsides, and the desire o
¢ is in the blood, which leads
e without thinking, into the
! nds and meadows in search
of wild flowers.

"The very first blooms that make
their appearance in the efirly spring
are  the Johnnie-Jump-Ups, or
‘Birds-foot violets, and in some
places are commonly called Sand
violgts. From April to June dry
fislds and hilsides are made lovely
by them. These violels are pansy-
shaped and are more velvety than
other violets. i

The most fragrant flower that
grows is the Trailing Arbutus. It
is the flower of the woods, where it
blooms from March to May. Ar-
butus should be picked sparingly.
Tt s often difficult to pick it without
pulling the roots, a thing which
should mever bendone. Already it
has vanished from many places.

Another beautiful flower Is the
Blood Root. Snow white and shaped
like & poppy, it is short-lived as a

rule. The blossoms die soon atier
picking. )
"Then the buttercups. Certainly

you all know the common hutter-
cup! Records do mot diselose who
the love sick swain was, who “wise-
eracked” hald up your chin until T,
see if you like butter, But never-
theless it has been handed down
from generatlon to generation. And
‘the same buttercups still make their
Ivivid eolor stand out above all oth-

| ers.
| A pretty flower is the daisy, I
grows every where, in the meadows,
along the roadside and even on
waste land. It it & common wead
to farmers who detest it, but it is 8
beautiful sight to see a field of
daisies in full bloom. Another brave
fittle flower that blooms early i3
the hepaties, _
‘called the May fower. It spreads
along the ground and ab a distance
reminds one of last winter's snow.
Another bloom that is plentiful is
the Blackeyed Susan, called by some
people yellow daisy. Along the Wis-
(gahickon ravine one find the

IPye Weed, commonly called Bone

!a ravine, through whieh a creek

{time wild flowers

and shady woodlands. Jack-in-the-
Pitlpit is another spring time bloom.
The roob, or bulb, is called Indian
turnup, Then the Hare Bell, grow-
ing on the rocky cliffs, has as ils
common name, Blue Bells of Scol-
land, The Red Trilllum, sometimes
called the Wake Robin or Birth
Wood, has an unpleasant odor. 1t
‘grows thickly in rich, moist, soil.
One smell of the Pasture Rose,
commonly called the Wild Rose, will
win you forever as its champion.
Queen Anne's Lace, or Wild Car-
rot, is another common weed, but
nevertheless is a pretty bloom,
Virginia Cowslips are like the Hare
Bells and look similar to them, Jo¢

Set, smells like flaxseed and can be
found in wet meadows. Pearly Ever-,
lasting {8 an herb, with a pretiy,
Aower for vases, and will hold up,
well without water for a long time. |
It is detested by farmers as an un-
desirable weed.

All nearby fields and woodlands,
if not oow, will soon abound wlthl
wild flowers, but to get the pick of
the finest it is necessary to hike to

ripples its way.

The glade along the Wissahickon
Oreek is a fine place to view spring-
and ferns, but
Park regulations forbids the picking
of flowers and ferns.

which is commonly |

. If a person takes along a botan-
jeal book in colors, he can identily
each bloom with ease.

JOHN M, SICKINGER
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SUNDOWN ON THE
WISSAHICKON

Deep in the vale there calls a
bird,

Along the Wissahickon,
the tide

Pursues its course, with ripples
slurred ;

O'r rough terrain extending
wide;

A haze nppears; the sun's swift
stride

Brings quick eclipse o'er rushes

where

rank;

No stir of life, ‘il is described,

A feathered creature on the
bank,

And as the sun sinks in the
west,

With long-stretched shadows on
the sward,

A mate=bird,
caressed,;

Sings out a song, with joy un-
parred;

The water mirrors blue and

with his note

green ’
As dusk-time lights break on the
SCene,
4 C C.

i
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BESIDE THE WISSAHICKON

§

There the birds are singlhg
earcls from the branches up
on high,

As the sunshine hangs its bap-
ners, crimson tinted, d'er the
8kY; -

There the hum of busy insects
hnswers back the linnet's song,

There the mists have velled the
mornings and the lovely days
are long;

There the leaves are all a'-
tremble, ‘neath the passion of
the breege,

And nearby grass fields shadows
change like billows of the

challenge from iis refuge In
the brush, i
And the full-leaved boughs are
nodding o'er a spring where
waters gush.
Beside the Wissahickon.

There the forest's cooling shad-
ows fempt to rest ab sL @y
noon, :

While the murmurs of the 1t af-
lets urge to slumber with ¢ eir
Lune;

There the clouds have feecy
whiteness, when the atino- u
sphere is bland,

And the season spreads Its glad-

ness and its plenty o'er ' Lhe

Jand; |

When the purling creek grasps
stl.;.:l}.shllw—m the rapids or the

still— ‘

‘As it wildly clasps the streams-

lets which comie rushing deown

the hill, :

While God's beaulles, like goft

blessings, permeate the earth

and air, "\

And unspoken benedictions meet

e

seas;
While each cricket chirps its ||

o vision everywhere,

‘Every hour a tempting picture

Beside the Wissahickon,

There *the air is perfume=lad-

en through the walches of the

niglit;

There the moonlight on the

walbers 18 a glorified ‘delight,

As it silvers stream and path-
way, as it Softens rugged

SCEnes,

With its lights "and shadows

shifting through a million

leaty screens;

Every pool & shining wonder,

every tree a studied art,

Every hill and glen a'making of

its marvel-work a part;

Every day’s a dream of beauty;
every night a new surprise;

for our wonder-haunted eves;
When all these are spread before
us—each a gém without alloys-—
When the soul responds in glad-
ness and the world is drunk
with  joy,
When the heart intones ifs an-
thems. joining nature in her
praise, ,
And perfection meels perfection,
In a thousand wondrous ways,
You must needs nol be a post
for your pulsing heart to
fuicken,
For your genses all will tell you,

you're beside the Wissahickon. |

e
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Place Wreath |
On Statue of
William Penn

Wissahickon' Valley Histor

cal Society Has Local
Penn Observance

TREATY RECALLED

Sandstone Effigy Erected by
. John Welsh in
1883

‘Members of the Wisahickon Val-
ley Historical Scciety played a part
in the current Willlam Penn com-
memoration exercises last Sunday
afternoon, by ‘placing =& large
wreath on the late John Welsh's
*Toleration” statue of Pennsyl-
vania’s great Founder, along Tths
! Wissahickon Creek above Walnut
lane,
| The observance was arranged by
Major Thomas 8 Martin  presi-
dent of the Soclety; James K.
Helms, vice president, and J. Ell-
wood Barrett, secretary. Among
those who were oresent weve Ed-
wird 71 Hocker Hbrarian of the
Germantown  Historical Society.
and A C. Chadwick, Jr, historian
of the Wissahlckon Valley Histori-
leal Soclety,

Although granted the dominion
of the land in Pennsylvania by
King Charles IT, by charter grantg
i 1681 William Penn recognized
the rights of the earlier sattlers:
The Swedes, the Duftch and the
laborigines - - - the Indians.

'The high polat of rocks, known
locally as “Mom Rinker's Rock"
{on which the 21st Ward statue of |
Penn stands, overlooking the plg-
| turesque Wigsahickon Valley and
|surrcunding heighis was included
in the territory granted to Pemn
by the Treaty mads with Nenen-
ghickan and other Bhacamakers ony|
the 14ih of the fifth monlh, 1883,
which would correspond with the |
present 14th of July, as the year |
af that tlme began on Msrch 15

The wext of the treaty follows:
“Wa, Nevesickan Mz=lebore, glso
Fenseanoughhab, Neshinecks, sna
Csersnneon. Indiah Shacamaksrs
wod sighl cwne s lying
between  Mansyun Set

Kl and Peomapecks Lrt: #a dde
this 14t day of ye [ifth Menth in
e year gecording to ye Enzlish ac-
vount 1688, hereby grant, sell and
dispose’ of all our Right, Title and |
terest In our lands  betwetn
Manalunk (Schuylkill) and Fem-
mapm.]\.n. (Pennypack) so fdrr as ye
il ealled Gopshohocken on e
dald river anpiunk and from
lhence by a northeast line (o ye |
river of) Pemmupecka, unio 'William
Peon  proprietsr and “soverpor  of
yi Provenes of Peunsylvania, ‘ete,

Hig ey - fsglgrives mm*m
and in mnrmmtm of 150
thams of wampum' (000 feel) '5
guns, 15 blaikds 8 great  kettles |
15 amall ketiles; 15 coats. 15 shirts
80 dutfils. § drawing knives, 20
gimlals, 7 pr of shoes, 16 pr stock-
i . 15 pr secissors 15 ocumbs, 15
axes, 15 Knilves, 15 tobacco tones
{30 barrs of lead 31 pounds powder
Ir awls, 18 small glasses, 10 boxes
s, 3 paper of beads and a |
- of red lead (o us in hand
and the receipt whereol
rencunce all
demands by us or heirs
or gssignees forever, in or to
premises,

‘In witness whereof we have
hereunto sel our names and seals
and year first writica
Netiesickan  Malebore Neﬂﬂamfksl

Sealed In the presence of

Pisenokan

{)ul
acknowitdzed hereby
clalms. or

|
ve |

Piter Rambn
] ~ Swan Swanson)|

o Fihalip Th Lebhnmann
Jup Charlels

Catemns, an Indian king,
Iriendly felalions existed under

thig trealy until 1720, two years uf-
ter the death of William.  Penn
when the whifes, under sanciion of
the Troguois, erowded, the red men
out of thelr ancienl homeland.

On the rear of the Wissahlckony
Statue of Penn is caryed the name
"Kirn”,

Listed in the Philadelnhia Direc-
1ory of 1883, Is the followlng Inlor-
mation: “Albert EKirn, stoneceut-
e 1410 N, 8th. - siréet Edward
Hun. Marble, 1416 N, Bth. street. |
Herman Kirn, 724 Brooke” S0 ap-|
parcnlly the whole family had a
hand in or L‘a'lllg the nmnmn(‘rt

=16~ 1131

JOYOUS STREAM

Wissahickon, with water en-
deared to my boyhood,

When days were all lengthy, and
future hopes strong,

You'll live in my thoughts, which
are now relrospective,

Through melodies murmured in
rippling song.

I can never erase from my mind,
and I'm grateful,

For days which I loitered knee-
deep In your pools,

With dreams of the capture of
minnow or rock-fish,

Which scurried about in food-
searching schools.

Then later, the girl whom I
wooed 'neath your hemlocks,
Who is now not beside me, to
share vic'tries won,

I think of her always, as loving
your beauties,

And will eontinue to do so, while
your bright watlers run.

Wissahickon, your glories will
never lose lustre,
Like some streams which ave
harn;ssed for man's  earthly
Ba
And the mem'riaa I hold will
mtam\ue
thm ama of Jordan my

ﬁ ~l6 -:}.sz‘ #
Poet’s Corner

THE WALNUT LANE BRIDGE

How mighty this arch—that curving
high,
Yorms a freme o°
azura sky.
century-old trees

'neath the span—

That sprunz-from the visions of hum-
ble man?

It welds together'
heizhie

And Germantown's hills, so that Time
in flieht

Baves goalden
were: lost

Whenever this vailley
Crossed.

er the creok, for the

And sheltered
the Roxberough
moments that onece

the traveler

"When it was built a scaffolding frall

In patience was flung o'er the rook=
ribhed wvale,

Taslk.

Tt & =0 that we build, wiih hopes

Eupreme o

In the plan® of Life—In each dally
dream

Our Character's fashioned in testing
moulds,

That finally removed. all our strength
unfolds.

As laborers none of our work's con-
fined,

But gulding us on i a Master's
Mind,

That points the way from a Distant

1 Rldge,

Ag we ralse or ruin Life's high-span-
ned bridege.

A C. CEHEADWICK, JR.

V=185 =95/
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Theeitysaaiseamlsur rl
Myélervumaadly M

v h
Its loudness, blast and whir.

To some, the biare of
streets, 3
Is melody ‘divine*

'm?m inme-jominnbﬁ
Of ind: ;

Bul in the 'W!sxahickons'ma.
There's friendly ﬂgmﬂ;s sgiluet,
A !'a.lltng leaf; a ,
:gfrniﬁg—ﬁird’a "Tweeb-" '
twee i

SQWBenmymmmm wﬁh
_woe;

And siranded wires, as ductil® ropes;

Sustained and lifted the Workmen's |
hopes.

Then molstened clay—in modarn

; mode—

Was poured in forms to conatruct
tha road,

Until, at last, all the timbered mask

Was taken away from the Wonder
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Historical Writer
Sends OQut Novel
Yuletide Greetings

James F. Magee, Jr., Is Re-
cognized as Authority on
Watermarks in Paper

UNUSUAL HOBBY

Leaflet Conlaini; Reptroduc-!
tions of World-Famed Art
and Trade Identifications

One of the most novel of Christ-|
mas prestings to reach the office of

The Suburban Press, is one which!

js given the palm for ortzinality,
Leing sont out by James F, Mages, |
Jr.,
such things while writing a series,
sf articles for this newspaper, ¢on-
gerning the mills of the Wissahick-
on Valley.

An authority on watermarks (dis-|
tinguishing seals of fine paper
manufacturers  since 1383), Mr,
Magee has made an  altractive
Christmas greeting bearing repro-
ducticns of watermarks of the
fifteenth and eight=menth centuries.

Brief histories of their origin are
printed beneath the watermarks,
which must be held to thz light to
ibe seen. Tha paper of the Christ~
\mas leafist is a reproduction of the
hand-made paper of the 1776 per-
{od,
| “Collecting old walermarks”™ said
{Mr, Magee, “has been my hobby for
three or four yeam But I don't
ee anything particularly  unusual
about {t. I just hit upon water-
marks instead of going or stamps™

But collectors of watermarks or
their reproductions, Mr. Magee ad-
imitted, are rare in this country.
IEumpe abounds with spendid col-
1leat.ions. however.
| Instituted In Bologns, Italy, late

who f=ll upon his interest 111[

fii the thirteenth centMry, the prag-|

tice of stamping & sclected seal on
fine papers became an established
ctietom until it now iy universal
atorig high-grade paper manulag-
turers.

“Althoupgh England,
the United States offer a varied
licld for the collector,’ explained
Afr, Magee, “the Ifallans still are
masters of the art.  The frst page
of my Christmas greeling this year
i a reproduction of the watermark
of tha Natlvity, a fifteenth penbury
Della Robbia of blue
{erra cotta, now
[he Augustine nuns near Florence.

“No less imteresting, however, is
flw second selection, the watermark
of (he early American flag of thir-
ltepn stripes without the blue fleld
land white stars, flying from the
(gtern of & man-of-war, This water-
mark was found in iemars widtten
at Spring Mull, y Coun-
mru m‘ 1785 et .

France and

and white]
in the chuteh of’

eve -

Legaux, grape culturiﬁt g

‘Mr. Magee's third reproduction
for his greeting Is the watermark of
Pennsylvania Flinl Lock Rifles, one
of the rarest in existence. Dated
1776, the emblem carries the letters
“J. H, 8." (Jesus Homum Salva-
tore), which occurred in European
watermirks as ealrly as 1350. Only
three letters are extant written on
paper earrying this design,

Mr. Magee's portfolios bulge wilh
gld loiters bearing the watermarks
of famous paper makers and repro-
ductions gathered f[rom all paris
of the world,

From Laord Partals, chief of the
Portals -Paper Mills, of England,
comes 4 watermark designed in cel-
ebration of the Silver Jubilee of the
late King George V and Queen
Maryv. Held to the lght the de-
lineation of the Queen’s head, her
(Teatares, her haly and diadem, and
the  pearls about her throat reveal
the light and shadows found in
rare old etchings.

Among the moderns
favorite is “The Duck Hunters,” re-
cenitly  released by a  Wisconsin
maker and the largest watermark
ever designed. It measures two .and
one-half feel by two feet and is a
mastsrpiece in delicacy of design.

Months of research in historical
librarics where he inspected nearly
50,000 letters have given Mr. Ma-
oee an amaging Insight inta  the
sgeentricities of paper malkers. pal-
ticularly those of Colonial Pennsyl-
vatuia.

A stucly of the watermarks made|
in the mills on Trout Run, site of
the W, C. Hamilion & Sons mills
today, s narrated in the Suburban
Fress two  weeks ago, reveals the
crown of George III, & cat, a stone’
barn which tradition declares har-
ored Lafayette In 1778; a _tulip
ticsign, symbolic of the Trinity and
favorite decorations of Mennonite
[brides; the double-headed deer and,
jmany - other unusual designs.
Fhe firsk waterminrk  made Jn‘
Amerlon dates [vomn 169Y, according!
ke Mr, Magee, It was a design of,
the Rillenhouse mill in Roxbor-
jough, mnde under the direction of
William Bradford, part owner,
Bradford was a prolific publisher,
nearly all of his books having been
printed on paper manufactured by
the Rittenhouse mills. More than
a hundred years the trademark of
this mill was the clover leaf.

“Of the fifty-four mills situated
on the Wissahickon during Revo- |
Iutionary days, . ten were paper|
mills. The maj:mty of these man-
ufaciurers adopted watermarks and
it 15 delightful to browse through
ald publications. seared with age,
but individual in style, that feature|
marks which reveal the ideals in
men's minds.”

Similar Christmas greetings were
sent out last year by Mr. Magee,
who told with amusement of a
Christmas telephone call from one
old friend.

“He was distraught beeause he
bad been unable fo find the water-
markg in the white space above the,
printed  description. Yet typed
glainly beneath Were the words, ‘To
zen the wahamam hold the paper
to the light,! * Mr, Magee said.

Nr. Magee's

Unfmgsy

|
|

. About

 The cost can ne'er be cast

TO C. W, A. AND L. W. D!

The bridge at ancient Kitchen's
lane,
Along the Wissahickon,
Was well-nigh¥ tumbling in the
stream;
With age was badly stricken,
When men of letters, in their
tasks,
Made just to give employment,
Rebullt the structure; made it
strong
For men and beasts’

enjoy-
ment,

Through woods, once most im-
pregnable,
To heights beyond man's
strength,
. We now can view the stresms
deep course
Along its fullest léngth.
Because on winding trails,
new,
That glve true hikers pleas-
ure,
These lettered men, with axe
and spade,
Have openéd up new
ure,

all

freas-

The folk who love this
vale,

Cgza not what critics say

the manner or
means,

Or when, or what we pay.

storied

the

in
coin,

Angd, if so, would be passed

In mem<Ty, by the ones
come,

For this great work will last.

to

The 1. W. D., of humble men,

And C, W. A’'s before them, |

Have brought more Wissahick-
on views

For thousands to adore fhem,

| And as the years elope with
Time

To periods less distressing,

The tasks they've done and still
will do,

We'll see then as a blesssng.

ACTE T
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Old Volume
Tells of The

Wissahigkon |

Valley Was Once Inaccess-
ible From 'Schuylkill
River Entrance

HUGE ROCK REMOVED

Old Inns and Pipe Bridge
Are Mentioned in
Rare Book

" A rare old book, of which we]
had the good luck to become the|
owner, disclogses some information
toncerning the Wissahickon region
which should be of interest to the
lovers of that hemlock-crowned,
rocky-battlemented section of
stream and woodland, which even
before its acquisition by the Fair-
mount Park Commission was made
self-guarded by a gracious Creator.

Until 1826 the Wissahickon Vaue.yi
was Inaccessible except by little by-| I
roads and lanes. At the Ridge|
road & mass of rock stood on onel
side and a precipice on the other.
During that year the rock was re-
moved and the present road laid
out. Until 1822 the creek emptied
Into. the Schuylkill river over a very
picturesque fall of water, ten or
twelve feet high. Today the man-
made fall Is east of Ridge avenue,
a poodly distance away I[rom the
creek's confluence with the river

Bays the old volume: “Passing
along the margin of the Wissahick-
on, the carriageé drive reaches
first, Wissahickon Hell, At this
saloon, which is a place of consid-
erable resort, refreshments and ices
are sold during fhe summer and
‘tatfish and coffee’ at all times.” At
the time the book was printed,
which was in 1872, the Hall was
conducted by Charles H. Lippen,

Goes on the story: “A short dis-
tance further on, the road passes
a second restaurant, The Maple
Soring. The restaurant which bears
this name contains a collection of
very grolesque figures of anfmals,
birds, beasts and serponts: these
are¢ all the uncut roots of the
iaurel, found in these forms in the
earth. They are labor of the
proprietor’s lifetime in the foresis
of this State,

“Batteaux may be obtained at
this restaurant, as also at the lower
one, by the hour or for the after-
noon or day, for excursions, The
west bank of the stream at these
points is most conveniently reached
by thig mode of conveyance.”

According to an advertisement, in
the back pages of the book, the
[“Maple Spring Hotel and Museum,.
mE? Gam and coﬂafh wma:
and jees, anc possesses Uhe mosi

the mcky blufl called Lover's Leap",
which is pretty well obliterated by
the northwest end of the fast-ris-|
ing Wissahickon Memorial bridge,
at Henry avenue:

The writer sauys of Lover's Leap,
"It overlooks from its crest a wild
gorge. It is the scene of one of
ihe numerous traditions which sur-|
vive here. There is an illegible in-
scription in Latin, said to have
been chiseled by Gelpius on the face
of the roek, and at wvarious places
around it aspiring vandals have cut
their initials.”

What some present-day local his- .
torians call the “Great Bend of
the Wissahickon"”, was “The Her-
mit's Glen" and “was a _favorite
spot with the hermits, the scene of
thefr wanderings, It presents some
0f the most striking natural fea-
tures along the slream, Immense
houlders of many tons weight le
on fhe hillsides, and a short dis-
tance above the Taver's taan an.,
sther rogk juts eut te the length
of twenty fést. One feels, after
climnblng to the ecrest of this rock
and looking far down upon the

sharp stones in the gorge peering
up through the holes and branches
of undergrowing trees, not unlike
the, adventurer who crawls to the
edpe of Table Rock o look &t
Niagara."
To go on with our quotations, the
book of 1872 says: A short distance
beyond (three and half miles from
the mouth of the creek) s bridge
crosses the stream at one of the
most striking pieces of landscape
glong this whole section of the
Park. As you approacli this bridge,
on the opposite shore, in early
spring, winter and autumn, there is
a strange effect of deciduous trees
among  evergreens; skeletons, as
Dore would draw them, rising up
along the verdure-crowned stéep.
“This bridge, known as The Pipe
Bridge, finished last year (1871}
carries the water supply from the
Roxborough to the Mount Adry
reservoir at Germarftown. Ib i a
eraceful structure, lifted a consid-
erable height above the stream, and
presenting the appearance of three
light festoons, hanging between
the piers. The bridge is iron, and
has four spans, each 172 feet O
inches; its whole length is 651
feet, and it is supported by three
iron piers, 83 feet high, set on
[masonry 20 feet high; an altitude
of 103 feet above the level of the
stream. Twob twenty-four inch]
water mains form the top cord of
the bridge.” The wriler adds a
foot-nate which says: “Dr! Frank-|
lin in his will of 1780, recommends,
‘as a mark of his good-will, 2 token
of his gratitude, and @ desire to be
useful to us after his departury’
that a portion of the legacy left Lo
accumulate for the benefit of the
city of Philadelphia, be employed
‘at’ the end of one hundred years,
it not done before, in bringing by
pipes the water of the Wissahickon
Creek into the town sp as 1o sup-
ply the inhahitants’. His legacy
remains unused, buf the work, by
the appropriation of (hese creek
borders and pipe. ._ecmmx 3

shorl rein stlached to the

lewering

(752
The Great Road

{In The Germantown Telegraph)
EY GEORGE IMLAY BODINE, JR,

For the benefit of those who
have never driven a horse and
have instead only turned a steer-
ing wheel let us turn for the
moment o the days wheén signs
appearing on the  Wissahickon
Drive reading “Riding or driving
faster than seven miles an hour I8
not ‘allowed- on this drive”

The greal guestion then was not
that of prohibifion. The wealthy
drank till thew were dead drunk
gnd the ‘poor “hung around” sals
oons and stayed poor as a result,
And few thought much about it.

What was discussed, however, in
those days was the check reln, @
saddle
of a harness to keep a horse from
Its head, Men  would
shorten his rein until it was pain-
ful to the horse. The 'high head
wis supposed to pive thE horse a
sertain style,

Old ladies stormed at this piae-
tice bnd organized societies to pre—
vent i,

Many horses, however, were weu
treated and they became pets of
the family. An old gray horss in
my father's family was named Leo,
He once ran away, He once ran
back to his own stall when the
stable burned. He stood still the

_eiay the sleigh upset at the time of

fhe blizzard of 1888 which act was
supposed to have saved the Iives
of the occupants.

He spent his last days on a farm
with no work fo do and acres of
green grass to play the role of a
forse heaven where he was 85 well
guarded a8 & woman in un old
ladies' home, L

7 - 50 -I?a]
THE ACOEN

While wandring through the God-
made vale,
Beside the Wissahickon's flow,
1 found an scorn, near a irail
That skirts where oak trees
graceful grow.
A spiri{ lived within the thing:
This gueer-shaped seedling of
the woods;
A power that longed to rise and

Bing
Within the forest neighbor-
hoods,
For God, in wisdom, had divined
Its greatness—though its start
was small—
And so to earth it was consigned
Tao awiali!t the time of 'wakening
()
The soedmil?ve -planted, yearns for

Yields all its being to the free;
While elements bless travail mute
To raise it up to sing so free
Through 1eaﬂet.s green—a sort of

Tut
on whish the winds sha.i-!
breathe for me.

John Walden.

i
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In The Wissahickon Region

Featured Creatures Add to

r Thrushes and Pheasants Are all Plentiful

Attractiveness of Fairmount
Park’s Wonderful Valley.—Jays, Tanagers,

By JOHN M. SICKINGER

Pennsylvania was one of the first
‘States to glve serious consideration
ta the préduction of game and song
and Insectivorous birds. Great was
“the kllly' before these - feathered
treatures became profected under
law, But the Commissioners of
Fairmount Park had passed a rul-
ing nearly fifty years belore the
present laws went into effect, for-
bidding the hunting of game within
the borders of the park, and along
the valley of the Wissahickon, In
all the intervening years the birds
have learned to understand that io
nest within the borders of Fair-
mount Park means a longer life.

A hike along thé Wissahickon

drive hefore the migration to the
South begins, Awill show various
Kinds of birds in the woods.
\ . The bluejay—found there— is a
mischievous raseal of the forest. He
is one of the most handsome of
the common birds. One of his
favorite tricks is to tease a sleepy
ald owl, which hates to be disturbed
in daylight and gets very much ex-
'vited when a flock of jays start
kidding him out of a sound sleep.

No matter where 4 man Imay
trayel the robin will follow him. His
song is clear and distinet and is
heard for a long distance, The
meadow lark is a bird which stays
with us untll Iate autumn. As a
farmer’s helper he has no equal for
fhe feeds on insects and vermin and
iz song 1s decidedly musleal,

The red-winged blackbird is an-
other resident of the Wissahickon,
He arrives very early in the Spring
buf, Is not lked by the farmers on

nt of the damage he does to
the crops, ;

“Ker-rick! Ker-rick!” says the
red-headed woodpecker. Anvway it
sounds like that, when he is drum-
‘ming with his bill on 2 hollow tree
ptl;gnlt; g‘he old h:;ed ll:eadismn find

T eat while he boring
into a tree, ~ The grubs and other
worms in the dead wood come
plentiful to a redheaded woodpeck-
er . \

: Barn h;wn.llg:rs t1;:-«; also abundant.
They have beautiful plumage and
& deep fork in their tails, just looks
like the old style of swallow tail
eoats of our forefathers, The small-
€5t of the bird family is the hum-
ming bird.  His humming sounds
more like a twitler, and he is a
very swift flier. _
A very pretty bird commonly
called tho red bird, is the scanet
tanager. With yellow bill, darlk
L red wings, but the rest of the

not a rare bird in the Wissahickon
valley.

Many Kinds of Birds Exist (o i

ods are fall of them buf try and
get one, Starlings, -sparrows, even
to South Ameriean parroksets in-
habit” the Wissahickon, during the
summer months. If vou ecsnnot
find time to visit your native Wis-
sahickon and study its natural his-
tory, what's the use of listening i,
o lecture on Seuth America. Sed
your local birds first and talk asbout
fareign countries later.

The commonest one of them all
is the crow. Jet black is his eolor
and he gets chased away from the
many Roxborough farms. A dummy
made of an old hat, shirt and pants
hung on a ecross is used fo chase!
old Jim Crow, but the park foresters
say the farmer does not know “his
Stuff.” One crow destroys countless
pest; worms, mice, bugs, and grass
hoppers every seagon, thus making
Fairmount Park more heautiful and
old Jim Crow must not be chased

says the forester. §

One of the finest songs I over
heard from any bird, is the bobo-
link. He does not stay with us long.
Arriving In the middie of May, by
the middle of August he is on his
him a reed, or rice bird.

you. ever hear a low chirp as
you passed up the drive? It sound:
like this “Phebe.” Well, that would
be a chickadee. He is one of the
most attractive birds and alwaye
ready to flirt with you. He is g
restless little rascal and does nu-
merous little acrobatle sfunts.

Wrens are also plentiful. They
are Tine singers and will live in an
old tin ean, lined with grass. They
are sort of hermits and are always
happy to be by themsclves; away
from other birds.

What a wonderful volce has the
wood thrush! Clear and sweet
there seems to be rest and peacefil-
ness in his voice. But few birds
eqgual the guality of his song, A
Tunny old codger, perched high en
a dead limb or a telephone wire,
locking down at the swift, cool-run-
ning waters of the creek, is the
belted kingfisher. His .feathers
standing up on his head, make one
think of a darkey who has seen &
ghost. He is always walching for
the signs of & fish, When he sces
one he swoops down upon it, his
large bill making an excellent im-
plement of capture. And ‘don't
think for & moment that the old
belted kingfisher is sitting

The very first one to go south in
the early fall is the bluebird, yet
he is the first to arrive in early
spring. He has a fine voice and a
happy disposition and I can hruzh'-'f
fully state that he makes me fee)
gay when I get a glimpse of him
in spring time. He aels tame but
try to catch one. The brown

7 & bright red, he has a fine | Wissahick
‘mob unitke the robin. He is| very vich and loud, sor 1ewh:

issahickon region. His song i

J}

lo-(P-[75 ‘f’
Marker For
LiveZey House

escendants of Colonial Pio
{ neer  Decide to  Place
Bronze  Tablet on OLi
Dwelling Along the Wissa-

+  hickon.—Plan Reunion.

| As alandmark in the progress of
‘the Livevey .elan, whose ancestors
are numbered among the earliest
;seltlers in Pennsylvania, & tablet
will be placed at “Glen Fern” one
of the eldest buildings on- the Wis-
|sahickon pregk, in. Fairmount Park.

The tablet- was decided upon at
the annual re-union of several hun-
dred members of the Livezey Fam-
ly Association at the Abington|
| Friends' meeting, on Sunday. |
T will berdestened—by Alan Cor-|
som, a Philadelphia engineer, wha

{18 vice president of the association.

|The building, cecupied by a nmeém-
ber of the family for many years,
n;law housds the Valley Green Canoe.
Club.

John Richardson Livezey, Blking
Park, is president.
| The compilation of a lengthy his-
tory, which traces the family back
to the year 1300 and contains the
records of the earliest immigration
to  America, was announced by
Charles Harper Smith, Hatboro,

A history of “Glen Fern™ was
published In Tast week’s issue of
The. Suburban Press.

Historical papers and addresses
Were presentéd by Horace M. Lip-
peisott, Helen C. Livesey and Wal-
ter B..Livezey. The officers, re-
ciected, are John R. Livezey, presi-
dent; Alan Corson, vice president;
Mrs. Sarah 8. Watkins, M. Airy,
secretary; Delmar Carrell Livezey,
Chestnut  Hill, treasurer, and
;::harlm: H. Smith; Hatboro, histor-
B,
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NEW- HISTORICAL

‘SOCIBTY MERTS

Wissahickon Valley Historical
Society Takes in 25
New Members

OFFICERS'

ANNOUNCED

The firet public meeting of tlu.-

Wissahickon Valley Historica.l B&
clety was held on Monday avaningJ
in the anditorium of the Roxhorough
High School, at Ridge avenue and
|Pountain street, at which time David
|Wark Griffith's romantic and patriot.
tcally thrilling photoplay “America”
|was gshown. |

8, H. Cauffman, Preeldent of the
Soclety, opened the meeting by ex:
plaining that due to the Hmited mov-
ing ploture equipment of the m
school, intervals would elapse bea
tween the ending of ench reel of the
film and the beginning of snother,
but that the Intermissions would be
utilized by speakers who would tllkl
ion wvarious subjects concerning the
‘soclety and ita activities.

Mr. Cauffman, who is ncldentally,
(himself, & writer of note, heing the

‘Buthor of three historical romances:

iy, “The Wolf, the Cat amd-th
lehtingale.“ “The Ghost of Galow”

'Hall" and “At, the Sign of the Silver,

lSth " spoke of the aims and cnta-1

jecta  of  the Historical Soclety,
dwelling on the past happenings of|
ithe Twentyfirst Ward and calling
(particular attention to the bsauty of
fhe Wiseahickon Valley,

The speaker explained the reason
ffor forming & body of loeal histor:
tans;, calling 'attentlon o other or-
ganizations of similar character, in
nalghlmrtug communities, especially

mentioning the Germantown Site

and Relie buclaty, the Montgomery

County Historlcal Society and also |

that of Bucks County.

“The aim of the association" said
the speaker, “is not only to delve in-
to the past history of the vicinity,
but also to shape the future, for the
higtory which Is to come,”
| Mr. Cauffman felt that a vyast
amnunt of favorable publicity for this
long neglected Bectlnn of Philad

'r'hia would

of such an orm zatlon and hoped
that some of the patriotic lectures
(tould ba broadcast throughout the
[country by means of radio.

The speaker went on to say, “The

‘reglon of the Twenty-first Ward has

proven itself one of the most eour-

In the United States, having sent

|

ageous and patriotie of any district

more soldlers, In bath the Revolution:
and the C'.MI Wn.u. Inf.o hattte u;m

foreign entanglement, in
of subwripﬁona to that loan?”
During the first intermisslion, Lo-
gan M. Dayton, the past-commander
of Hattal-Taylor Post, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, was introduced. Mr.

Dayton, who I8 the Treasurer of the
Historical Society, told of the steps '
taken to omgunize the Seciety and
siated that it kad now passed
through the experimental stages and |
would undoubtedly gain momentum
in its activities. He pointed ont the
&ood resulte that could not fail to be |
Cbtained and that the sucecess of the
historieal association would benefit
the eommunity in more ways than
one. Thie speaker, too, spoke of
broadcasting - subjects of a historical
nature, by means of radio,

At the eud Bl the second reel,
President (Caunffman wented  His
ram L. Wynneg, one of the directors,
who made a short but intereating
tallkk upon the patriotism of George
Washintgon, Mr. Wynne mentioned
several Revolutiohary J4ncidants,

which occured in this vicinity, eli-/
ing the march of Washington's for-|

ces down the Ridge Road.

Puring the time which elapsed at
Me end of the next reel, James K.

elms, for 14 years the historian of
!the Philadelphia Chapter, Sons of uler
American Revolution, spoke of the
Wigsahickon Valley and some of th
slies along. the creek, which we
"of” historical significance.

Joseph 8. Miles read a most Inl.oq
-egiing and educational papér on th
early history of the eriginal town
ship of Roemobrough, Mr, Miles men/
tioned several of the first landowners
lod the locality, among’ whom were
'Robert Turner, James Claypoole,
Edward Shippen, fsaac Norris. and
Jehn Dicikirson. Two other early
settlers weer Peter Righter and)
John Dickinson. Two other early
settlers were Peter Righter and,
Michael Holgute. In his reading, My
wl*ieﬁ, told of that sextion of Roxbors
ough between Monastery avenue and
Fountain etreet, the Wissahlckon |
'Creek and Schuylkill River which
had been purchased by Wigurd Lev-
ering, in 1697 for the sum of $640.

The pictura “America” was a talth:
ful presentation of the sarly Ameri-
can struggle for freedom, with the
aver-present  love . story running

|through it to sustain interest.

Those in charge of the meeting
were ably gssisted by the Boy Scouts
of Troop No. 176. -

Miss Marian Irwin apnd Charles
Gault alternated at the piano, during

the wﬁﬂﬁua (the displaying of the film.

The officers of the Wissahickon
Valley Historlcal Society comsists of
the President, S. H. Cauffmen: Vice
President, J. Hiwood Barreir; Neere-
tary, Wallace Bromley; Treasurer,
Logan M. Dayton and the following
directorg: Major Thomas S, Martin:
Dr, J¥ Franklin Strawingkl; Joseph

8. Miled; ¥ranklin J. Bdmunds; Er-
mest (G, Weher; James K. Helmaj
Herman Miller and Hiram L. Wynne,
| At the end of the meeting It was
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I often climb to the wooded
height
{O'er the Wissahickon flow,
To where I see the Monoshone
Join the larger stream; and
know

{§ The walers speed, by the Schuyl-
fkill's route, i
‘ And thence by the Delaware,
i From the hills T love through
the level landg
To the sea; with a sad despair.

For those who dwell
plain, or vale,

Can never know fullest ease,

Their lowland hearts iose pulse

in the

they cringe
When the wild winds fan the
trees;
They flee for walls; a dwelling's
roof
/They hide from the flashing
storm;
While T, on a dolmen; God-cast:
old;
Have a hillman’s heart that is
warm.

Oh, glorious hills! You've shield-

ed me,
And quieted my troubled
breast,
So when T've done with the
humdrum flats,
Tll return to ihe heighis for
rest.
And here I'1 find on the ecragey
"~ rocks,

The peace I am ever craving:
The levels were made for the
weakling souls,
But the hills were moulded
for braving!

A.C. C

_— —— —
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Historical Soczety Elects
Officers For Coming Year

Resolution Concerning the Late Secretary, Joseph S. Miles
Is Spread Upon the Minutes.—Plan Historical Raom
for House in Which David Rittenhouse Was
Born. — Pageant to Be Held in November

At a meeting of the Wissahickon

Valley Historical Society, held at ™

the home of Major and Mrs. Thom-
as 8. Martin, East Hermit lane, on

| Wednesday evening of last week,

the following officers were elected
to direct the destinies of the society
for the coming year:

¢ President, Major Thomas 8. Mar-)
tin; wvice president, James
Helms; sectetary, J. Ellwood Bar—

relt; treasurer, Mrs. Edith Right-.
ar Behofield; historian, A, C. Chad-|

wick, Jr., and directors: Dr. J.
Pranklin Strawinskl, Miss Blanche
L. Heldinger, George L. Layer,
Miss Minnie Heidinger, Wallace
Bromley, Mrs. Sara B. Schofield, |
Franklin D. Edmunds, Mrs. Joseph!
8 Miles, Rev, J. Foster Wilcox and
Mrs. H. J. Hagenbucher.

The following resclution, n?lat:lng
to Joseph Starne Miles, late secre-
tary of the Society, who died re-
eently, was spread upon the min-

utes and a ecopy forwarded fo Mr.
‘Miles" family:

A Resolution

WHEREAS, Joseph Starne-—
Miles was @& charter member
and for many years the Secre-
tary of the Wissahickon Valley
Historlcal Soclety, and
WHEREAS, He served the So-
clety falthfully and well, add-
ing to its store of historical fact
through the medium of his
~careful and thorough research,
and assisted In many ways in
the dissemination of historical
knowledge in the community,
and
WHEREAS, By his peén and ink
sketches of local scenes he has
preserved for posterity pictures
of many bulldings and histori-
cal sites already vanished by
the advance of progress, and
has created in these works an
invaluable collection for the fu-
ture student of local history,
and
WHEREAS, By his death dur-
ing the past year, the members
of the Society have lost a valu-
able and esteemed friend, and
his death, having caused a loss
to the community which cannot
be estimated, therefore
LET IT BE RESOLVED, That
the Officers and Directors of
the Wissahickon Valley His-
torical Society, at its annual
meeting, held in [Roxborough,
June 1st, 1832, present to the
members of his family, surviy-
ing 'him, their condolence and
sympathy, and publicly aecclaim
the memory of this worthy
_eitize

> Tl
- Iaémm' .

J, Ellwood Barrett,

|

| inger,

| “disniayed the
i muvmg pieture,

X fiats S S

ling @, room in the house on Lin-
]coln Drive, where

| the Roxborough Bapw-t Chureh,
who was the orator®of the day, at

the Rittenhouse Bi-Centennial
Celebration, ‘'on  April 16ih, was
given a vote of thanks for 1the

splendid address he delivered atb
that time.

Plans were discussed for obtain-

i

David Ritlen-
house, Roxborough's most noted
cmzen was born, for the care and
display of 1elics pertaining to
David Rittenhouse; the Wissahick-
on Valley; and the early days of the
nation,

Local residents who possess ple-
tures, period furnifure, china, docu-
mems, and other relies of the sec-

would like to see them placed  in
ihe care of a reliable organization|
for oreservation, are requested toj
communicate with the secrectary of
the Wissahicken Valley Historical|
Society, J. Ellwood Barrett, at 4115/
Houghton street, Roxborough,

The Socicty will patticipate in a
George Washington Bi-Centennial
pageant, o hes held at the Shaw-
month Public School, under the,
dircetion of Miss Blanche L. Heid-
next November, the date of
which will' be announced later,

VICG President James K. Helms,
four-reel Hastman

“Gleorge Washing-
tnn and His Times” 8s the closing |
fsature of the meeting,

tion, and of the Colonial era, wlmi

nesr Montgomeryville, in a wooded

$-2=1951

Will Seek
Wissahickon’s
Well Springs

Historical Society to Make
Interesting Tour to
Montgomery Co.

APRIL 4th 1S DATE

Creek Rises in Beautiful Sec-
tion, Ninteen Miles
From Schuylkill

‘Somewhere, nineteen miles from
Colony Castle, at the mouth of the

Wissahickon Creek, there is a little

spring, where starts the winding
“Indian Stream” on its rippling
Way,

Up in Montgomery Township,)
section is the place, and there is a
little controversy as to the spring
entitled to the honor.

The Wissahickon then flows
through Gwynedd, Whitpain, Upper
Dublin, Whitemarsh, and Spring-
field townships in Monigomery
County, a distance of thirteen
miles, and complet% its course by
cutting its way through six miles
of picturesque beauty in Philadel-
phia.

But the headwaiers will be the
ultimate goal of members of the

Wissahickon Valley Historical So-
ciety on the afternoon of Saturday,
April 4th, when the party will leave
Ridge and Lyceum avenues atb
2 p m. :

Instances have occurred where!
the water of the Wissahickon rosc
several feet over night, over the
water falls at Ridge avenue, with-
out hardly any rainfall in Wissa~-
hickon or Roxborough, the water
coming from the extensive White-
marsh Valley, and from the historic|
hills overlooking.

For many years Whitemarsh ox-
celled in producing lime, and i
1848, William J. Buck travelling
through upper New York State, dis«
coverad the sign: “Whitemarsh
Lime for sale here.” |

Fort Hill, from which Fort Wash-!
ington takes its name, is now a State
Reservation, and will be connected
to Wissahickon Park in the near
future.

In the Whitemarsh Valley the two
great branches of the Wissahickon
meet. They are ealled Valley Run,
and Sandy Run, the latter inter-
weaving its winding way through
and around the historical hills,
where Washington af first deeided
to camp during the winter of
1777-8, but finally withdrew on De-
cember 11th, by way of the Broad
Ax Road,

Those wishing to help or accom-
pany the automocbile outing on
April 4th, should get in touch with
Joseph 8. Miles, James K. Helms,

Gieorge L. Layer or A. C. Chadwick, |

Jr., The trip will be outlined and

=i
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‘waffles, He goes on to say:

{ A Centennial Poem (1875), holds for |
letead of stewed. Bays he

“The Rambler” of Standard 311(] Times Pens an Interesting

Tale Concerning “Our”

4

Creek. in Recent Tssue

“Most of us have orobably
imagined that all there is to ]y
about the Wissahickon has already
keen sald. Tt has been exploited in.
prose and verse [from the very
earliest time, It is the pride of every
Philadelphian who knows his oty
and it has won the praise and ad-
miration of the stranger within onr
gates. It might seem that the sub-
leet had been exhausted, but just
when we are beginning to feél fhis
way about it along comes “The
Wissahickon Hills" by Carnelius
Weygandt (The University of Penn-
sylvanin Press) to makeé us realize
that we have only scratched the
surface of the joys to be had by a
walk alone jts leaf-bowered psths.

“This fact. well printed and
quaintly illustrated volume is
really ‘more than the story ef the
Wissahickon It is the musings of
an enthusiastic lover of pature, who
Is never hannisr than when climb-
Ing~wooded hills, and who fairly
revels in bird life. It is not unfair
fo say that many of his medita-
tions might be apulied ta the hills
of any State or nation, but eur in-
terest lies chiefly In what he writes
of the historv and the beauty of
wha) has rightly been called “one
of the most enchanting parks in ail
the ‘'world." 'This, of course, is in-
tended to deseribe the entire Wiasa-

‘hickon valley rather than to the
mofe familiar part which runs
from the Ridre avenue entrance to
Chestnut Hill" 8ays “The Ram- |
blet,” in a recent edition of the!
catl.!;niin Standard and Times.

Thits interesting Catholic writer
goes on to state:

The term “catfish and wafiles”
I8 Inseparably associated with the
Wissahickon. It hardly tells the
whele stary because it is a modest
title for a blg dinner. Mr, Weyeandt
savs that “catfish and waffles” be-
gan with fried catfish and a relish,
a sleak followed with [ried potatoes
and then came stewed chicken and |
the waffles, a dessert was served
al some place but not invariably,
The author confesses that he liked
beer with his repast. He tells of|
others who enjoved a sour wine, a |
Rhine wine or the like One thing
certain was that you did not want |
whiskey after the eatfish and

“All, however, do not agree with |
my oldster, M. K. . (Dr. Charles|
K. Mills) who wrote the Schuvlkill: ||

wine, and for chicken broiled in-
of ‘the|
ins at the Falls:
Frr-famed these inns through
, Any 8 year 1
For hospitality and oheey,
For bill of fare peculisr here— |
Oatfish and coffee beefsteak fine |
Broi] uhlakfn. walfles and good
g 1l P b Ke 1

e oldster ot taat ‘e

' dealt

fish snd ‘waffles’ for a qyarier of
& century, and he doubted If it
were served anywhere any more.
There wasn't a hotel or o restaurant
anywhere vou'd drive or boat out
of Philadelphia didn't hang out
t that sien, “Catfish and Walfles,"
come March, and keep {§ hung un-
til long about the Fourlh of July,
he said. So-too, is my memory He
Was wrong though, about the ex-
tinetion of ‘catfish and ‘waffles’

Within & city block of the market |

stand rwhere he cleaned catfish for
me, Whey serve patfish five or six
times every soring in a sea-food
caleyrand add waffles to it if Yyou
stax} Iihigh in their favor, or if a
eroup, will order them for a little
dinper. It happened my oldster
didt’t'know of the catfish here be-
cause . the restauranteus bought of
another fishman, At all the

B I consulted about the pres-
ent §tatus of catfish T was told they
neverrthad any troyble selling the
fiski '8t forty-five or fifty cents a
pounid. The fish came in only five
or sixtimes every spring, some from
Jersgy, some from Delaware, some
from-—North Carolina. “There are
always old fellows" said a sprucely

apréned young fishman, dropping ||

an evelid at me. “There are always
old «fellows who want catfish.

“The author tells us of the num- |
erous iributes in verse and prose|
to the|

which have been paid
Wissahickon by famous writers of

the past. One of these quotations|

is from the novel of “Barbara
Gwynne” by W. B Trites, who was

' once a Philadelphia newspaperman,

He slightly disgulses the Wissahick- |

on under the name of “The
Perkiomen.” One of his deseriptions
of the famous stresn poes as fol-
lows:

“It was the middle of Oeclobeér, s
windless. silent day. The afternocon
sun’s lght was soft and glittering.
Dead leaves fell through the erystal
air; they lay on the water's surface
in a scarlet and gold mosaic,

“Barbara locked up from the
beauty of her book, and the pro-
found beauty of the day filled her
with happiness. The sitream at her
feet, a pavement of scarlet and
gold, curved down and away
through slumbercus vales, Bl
swirls of smoke was in the nir. In
the distance, in & molden lght, the
little bent figures of old men raked
dead leayves into heaps,

“The sun sank, a luminous pink
dust filled the vales—"

This, it must be admitted, is not
so bad. If brings up the memoried
of many walks we have taken in|
that enchanted Baedeker ocalls it
(& “minfature Alpine gorge,” and |
these who lave the place foel that
the phrase is far from being wn ex-
aggeration. :

Deep in the woods,

out Pastorfus In  Germantown]
Kelpius most clearly of them all:

“Painful Kelpius frem his her-
mit den ;

By Wissahickon, maddest of good
. men—
where the.l

“small river slid
Bnake-like in-shadow, the Helm-
stadt Mystic hid,

Wehrd as a wizard, over arts
forbid :
Reading the books of Daniel and|
John

And Behmen's-‘Morning Redness,

through the Stone |

Of Wisdom vouehsafed to his eyes
slone.”

“Why say more? If you aré a

lover of beauty and of a -vontem-

| plative turn of mind you will find

a walk along the Wissahickon a
series of wonderful impressions.
Thers i constant change, and the
mogt, interesting part of the frip is
thal you find yourself amid per-
fecl solitude while only a few miles
away the teeming eity of Philadel-
phig is stirring  with its two
milllon inhabitants.*”

f~20~-/193/

ON THE VALLEY HOAD

When fevrish Summer lays its
hand,
Upon the city street:
And] trees are sered and motion-
£S5
Beneath the crackling heat:
Whene'er the insects loiter long,
Upon the puny blooms
Which grow within the window-
hox
Outside my urban rooms,
And T must suifer with the
warmth = 1
Within my hot abodé,
I never lail to send my heart
Aleng the yalley road.

TFor on the Wissahickon Drlye
The breeze is always eonl,
The sky—in thought, to me at
least—
I 18 an inverted pool,
Where clouds, like icebergs, float
along,
Towards the sunset rim,
And birds—our silver-throated
friends— 3
Praise God in Iyric hymn.
The hemilocks stand, o spread
their shade,
Beside the curving shore,
And peaceful twilight chants for
me
Its litany once more.

The sun beats down with fervid-
~ ness
On flower, bush and grass,

Its bragen touch resemb’ling
lights
From lurid, melting glass. -

But T can vision restinl scepes,
And vislas redehing far,
Where preat white sh'lps go-sail-
lng past,
And blue horizons are.
In fancy I'tm alb Valley Ciredn,
Where often I have sfrode,
Away from heal, and care, and
On Wissahickon's road.
! ] A Cue.
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Birth Anniversary of Brilliant Writer, to Be Observed To-
morrow, Recalls His Extollations of Fair-
mount Park’s Most Beautiful Area

One of the earliest of the praise-|

makers of the Wissahickon Valley,
whas Edgar Allen Poe, whose birth
anniversary will be celehrated to-
morrow,

This great American writer, “who
‘made many visits to the “Valley
Greene” of our own locality, while
‘he resided in Philadelphia, was
born on January 18th, 1809,

‘“When_he lved In this eity, from
1838 until 1844, the scenic beauties
of the Wissahickon impressed this
great genius so much that he gave
‘a vivid deseription of the region in
a sketch with himself as the nar-

rator.
The tale, entitled, “Morning on
the Wissahickon,” reaveals Poe

drifting in a skiff upon the surface
of the stream during a sultry sum-
mer day. In half slumber he lels
‘his imagination conjure up visions
of the Wissahickon of Indian days,
“when plenics were undreamed of.”

The picture is in striking contrast
to the popular conception of the
half-starved unhappy genius who
wrote such morbid works as “The
Raven"” and “The Murders in the
Rue Morgue,” while living at 530

MNorth Tth street, whe It the 125th
anniversary of hi,s" ay is te
be observed tomorroy a,t a brilliant
‘gathering of writérs and other no-
tables. The oce: i is, also to
mark the opening’ of tie Poe house

‘a5 a shrine to his msmory
Extolling the beauties of the
‘Wissahickon, Poe declared thal
“were it flowing in England it
would be the theme of every bard,
and the common topic of every
tongue, if, indeed its banks were

not parceled off in lofs st exorbi- |

tant prices, as bullding sites for the
villas of the opulent.”

After a century of neglect the
house where Poe peuned “The
Raven™; the story of the bird with )
the prophetic croak of doom; has |
been rescued from decay and lrans-
formed info a notable literary
shrine.

It is the three-story brick “cot-.
tage'" on Tth street, where Fdgar
Allen Poe lyved from 1842 to 1844
and where he wrote the first drafts
of what may be safely called the
mest famous American poe., !

Tomorrow the house will be for- |
mally opened to the public In con-
nection with the 135th anniversary
of Poe's birth. Visitogs have been.
admitted in recent months while
the work of restering some of the,
rooms was slill in progress. |

Through some kind Ifreak of fate.
this one old dweiling s almost the
only one in its neighborheood that
has escaped destrucltion in the last
ninety years. I ‘stands virtually
unchanged frem the days when
Poe, driven half mad by misfortune
and peverty, furned fo his art for
solace and began wriling what
many critics regard as the mosi
haunting and melancholy lines in
the language:

And the Raven, never flitting,
still is sitting, still is sitting
On the pallid bust of Pallas
just above my chamber door;
And his eyes have all the seem-
ing of a demon's that is

dreaming,

And the lamp-light o'er him
streaming throws his shadow
on the floor;

And my soul Ifrom out that
shadow that lies floating on
the floor,

Shall be lifted—nevermore.

The visitor to the restored Poe
heme will' ing the pallid bust of
Pallis in its proger place in the
rather austere second-floor study.

But imagination will have to sup-
ply the dark bird and the shadow
which so literally overhung the
poet’s life,

1H~j0~t952
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Spell-bound we gaze o'er faﬁ'!-

Iand;
Like an enchanted story;

While all we love, below—«abwe
Is bathed in autumn's glory.
With vearning eves were pleas-

ed with hues
Some  arlist spread
dreaming,

Yet know that all of this bright
scene. .
Is transient in its gleaming.

Too falr to last,
past,

twill soon

For golden hours are flaeting:
The cruel gale, with bibter twail,
Will sound the leaves retreat-

ing.
But while they stay, rejoice
may,

Without a thought of sadness:

While vale and hill, serene a
¢ still,

Maintain their regal gladness.

The faded flowers in summer’s

bowers

Are half-forgotten pleasures;
Witkin our sight are colors

bright

Kind Nature's fall-time pleas-

ures.
What ean outshine
green pine,

The maples' red-leaf bursting?
No nectar e'er could seem more

fair

Te lips all parched and thirst-

ing,

Then let us bring the buds
spring.
And summer's fairest roses;

And lay them down a fitting

arown
Where Autumn now reposes.

The best is she, of all the three,
Renowned in song .and story;
For she's the queen, in gorgeous

sheen,
And peerless in her glory.
A CoC

while

the still-

be

we
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‘Canoe Club Has Occupied

“Colony Castle” Since 1905

Many of Original Members Are Still Residents of This Sec-
tion.—Siracture Has a Long and Interesting History

i

Back in 1805 a group ol young
the Falls of

men, rtesiding In
Schuylkill, decided that the old
building at the mouth of the

Wissahlckon Creek would make an
ider] home for a canoe club. These|
were none other than Dr. David|
Boon, now president of the 21st|
Ward Medical Society; William J.
Benham, secretary of the Board of
Reévision of Taxes; W. D. Jamison, |
and Frank Kerber. [

Dr. Bocn had been appointed ﬂl
committee of one to see about rent- |
ing the property, but the first time:
the party visited the building mnone |
would enter the place except Boon,
because of the litter which cluttered |
up the interior, They realized how-
over that the building was in  the
right Jocaton for their purposes,
and it wasn’t long before the place!
was cleaned up and made inviting,
Many times, in those early days, the
men were warned not to stay there
after dark because the house was
haunted.

Colony Castle;, as the structure
has been known sinee that time,
due to past history, is a most in-
teresting place. “William Penn, by
the grace of God and King, Prop-
rietor of Pennsylvania, on the 21st
day of the first month, 1683" grant-
eéd to Rebert Turner, native of
Cambridge. England, 500 aeres of
land known as "“Sumac Park" in
the manor of Springettsbury. This |
is now Rozborough Township, but |
‘at that time extended down as far
as Midvale avenue. On June 19th
1686. Robert Turner leased for 101
vears, 50 1-2 acres of the 500 acres
to Joshua Tittery, a broad-glass
maker, and Richard Townsend, a
millwright; they agreeing to erect’
mills and improve the land. Befere |
1689 they erected a grist mill and
a saw mill on opposite sides of the |
Wissahieyon Creek cn what is now
Ridge avenue. In 1690 and 1691,
they sold the two mills and Lhe |
land to Andrew Robeson, Sr, of |
West New Jersey, and Charles
Saunders. Robeson died in 1604
and his half interest was purchased
by his nephew, Andrew Robeson,
2nd, In 1708, Sarah, the widow of
Charles Saunders, wished to sell
her half interest in the two mills
and land to Rokeson,

The Court, however, ordered that
eight acres of this land could not
be divided, so the heirs of Andrew
Robeson, 2nd, and Charles Saun-
ders contnued to own Jjointly the
(eight acres, running from Ridge
| avenue to the Schuylkill. This is the
|1_and on  which the Canoe Ciub

‘building now stands.
In 1775 John Vandaren purchased
the mill and eight acres. A Rey-
v tradition says that

| Doane and his seven brothers, the
noted Bueks County outlaws, who
terrorized the colonists in the up-
per reaches of Philadelphia County
and also what is now part of Mont-
gomery County.

| Jehn Vandaren owned the milll
(during the War for Independence

|.and during the battle of German-

town, on Oectober 4th 1777, the
American forces of Johin Armstrong
carried out the only Saceessful part
of Ceneral Washington presarran-
ged plan of battle, against the
Hesslans at and zear the mouth of
the Wissahickon.

On June Gth 1780 the mill was
4old to Peter and Jonathan Robe-
son. A survey of 1848 records @
Jogwood mill, nearhy, which mani-
factured dyes made from chipping
and grinding logwood. Tt was stiil
owned by the heirs of the Robesons
and rented to Minister and Moore,
who had marmied into the family,
The one-tinie Riverside Mansien,
sinee dismantled by the American
Bridge Company, was once the resi-
dence of the Minsters.

In 1868-6G8 (he Stale Legislature
created the Fairmount Park Com-|
mission and gave it power to pur-
chase the property near the stream.
Shortly afterward the Commission-
ers had all the buildings on this
pareel of land demolished, with the
exeeption of Riverside and the
building used by the Cance Club.
Riverside wag tem down just prior
0 the World War, leaving Colony
Castle the sole remalning historical
structure.

In April of 1876, when Dr., Wil-
liam Camac, a resident of Wissa-
hickon, was president of the “State
in Schuylkill Pishing Club,"” this
grganization of fisherman occupied
Colony Castle. The Slate in Schuyl-
kill Club was organized In 1732, and
is still in existence, along the Dela-
ware, near Eddington, In an earlier,
day. the former Fort St. Davids
Fishing Club, which had its head-
quarters near the eastern end of
the Reading railroad Company’s
Stone Bridge al the Falls of Schuyl-
kill, merged with the State in
Schuylkill Club. Many noted Phila-
delphians were members of both of
[these clubs. The home of Dr.
Camac, still stands In the rear of
the  Wissahickon Presbyterian
Church, on Manayunk avenue, and
is familiar lo adults as “The Pen-
eoyd Club.' |

The State in Schuylkill Fishing
Club, moved away from Colony
Castle in 1887, and the building was |

uposenpied from thep- until May!
zsand*lclj:o?._ vhen the Fhlladelphia

Canca Ol ook up it sbode tlrd, |
Celony Custle Is just o8 interest-
ing on the inside ws it 18 on the
cutlside. TL has o lorge open  [irg-
plaee in one corner of h the zreab |
living room with & massive Colonial |
mantelpiece,
A good deal of the Information |
given above is contained in a briet
framed history of the Canoe Club,
which was presented to the ergani-
i gation by one of s [iret ‘nem-
bers J. Howard Fell, who graciously
| gives credit to James F. Magee, Jr.,
| for the research work.
| By 1015 fhe Philadelphia Canoe
Club had been Incorporated .and
had a full membership -limited Lo
75 persons. The officers, at that
lime were: Commodore, Dr. David
J. Boon; Viee-Commodore, Howard

R. Lord: secretary, Joseph W,
Blain; treasurer, Eugene Hunter]
quartermaster, Barl F. Kerber;

[ fleet captain, Alfred H. Kress: and
directors, Arthur J. Ehrlinger, Fred
Ehrlinger, J. Howard Fell, Otto R.
Stoeckel, and G. P. Eisenhardt.
SCOATE
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WEALTH FOR ALL |i
Beside the Wissghickon, where

Kind Nature bars the spector,
Care,
There it no poverty—just
wealth
Of beauty, peace and outdoor |
health. ]
Each foot, each rod, each mile

of land,
Where'er the cifizen may stand,
He there can claim it as his
; own
- By deed and title his alone.

“Why he is poorl” perhaps you
say,
But save your pity, this I pray,
Because if here he'll choose to
walk,
In Nature’s company to talk;
He's with a mother who'll ne'sr
slur
The child forever dear to her;
And he can answer back, be
sure,
In proudest tones, though he
be poor.
In this great park he well can
count
An inner wealth of great amount ||
The wealth of God's own store-
house spent
For all, with purest of intent- {
A weallh that no one, drab or
gay
Can hope to honestly repay
Unlegs in thanks still unex-

pressed
With cumulative interest!
A C.O.

T
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Many Kinds of Birds Exist
In The W‘ssahmkon Region

the mockingbird and the cat bird
gombined, Pheassn.’ml Yes! The
woods are full of them but try and
|get one. Starhings, spartrows, dven
to South American parrokeets in-
habit the Wissahickon, during the
summer months. T you ecannol
find time to visit your native Wis-

lF‘e:utut‘ed Creatures Add to Attractiveness of Fairmount
Park’s Wonderful Valley.—Jays, Tanagers,
Thrushes and Pheasants Are all Plentiful

sahickon and study its natural his-
tory, what's the use of listening I:0|
a lecture on South America See
your local birds first and talk ab':ut
{oreign couuntries later.

A :

By JOHN M. SICKINGER

Pennsylyania was one of the first
Btates to give serious consideratjon
(to the production of game and song
and Insectlvorous birds: Great was
“the kill” before these feathered
lereatures hecame prot.ected under
law. But the Commissioners of
[Falrmount Park had passed a rul-
ing nearly fifty years before the
present laws wenl into effect, for-
bidding the hunting of game within
the bgrders of the park, and along
the valley of the Wissahickon. In
iall the intervening years the birds
have learned to understand that o
nest within the borders of Fair-
mount Park means a longer life.

A hike along the Wissahick
drive before the migration to
Boufh begins, will show vsrious
‘kinds of birds in the woods.

The bluejay—found there— is o
mischievous rascal of the forest. He
(i one  of the most handsome of
the common birds. One of his
favorite tricks is to tease a sleepy
‘old owl, which hates to be disturbed
ln davlight and gets very much ex-
leited when a flock of jays start
\kidding him out of & sound sleep.
| No matter where a man may
travel the robin will follow him. His
lsong- s clear and distinct and is
heard for a long distance. The
imeadow lark is a bird which stays
with us until late autumn. As s
Tarmer's helper he has no equal for

feeds on insects and yvermin and
his song is decidedly musical.

The red-winged blackbird is an-
jolher resident of the Wissahickon.
He urrives very early in the spring
but is pot Hked by the farmers on
account of the damage he does to
the erops.

“Ker-rick! Ker-rick!" says the

red-headed woodpecker. Anyway it
sounds llke that, when he is drum-
'ming with his bill on a hollow tree
trunk. The old red head can find
plenty to eat while he is boring
into a tree. The grubs and other
worms in the dead wood come
plenu.rul to a redheaded woodpeck-

;hmmsnn&:s uﬁm also abundant.
ey have ful plumage and
# deep fork in thairqlﬁail& just Iooks
like the old style of swallow tail
xtgf oghtéur m;%re!tsmers. The small-
amily is the hu(s«
ming bird.  His humming sounds
more like a twitter, and hs is &
'vary swilt flier. i
‘A very pretty bird commonly
called the rad uh-a. is the séarlet
mw bill, dark
ﬁast

_ nhmsher Is s;mt.her resident of the

not & rare bird in the Wissahickon
valley.

‘The commonest one of them all
is the crow, Jet black is his color
and he gets chased away from the
many Roxborough farms. A dummy
made of an old hat, shirt and pants
hung on a cross is used to chase
old Jim Crow, bub the park foresters
say the farmer dees not know “his
stuff” One crow destroys countless
‘pest; worms, mice, bugs, and prase
hoppers every season, thug making
Fairmotnt Park more beautiful and
old Jim Crow must rot be &hased
says the forester.

One of the finest songs I ever
heard from any bird, is the bobo-
link. He does not stay with us long.
s | Arriving in the ‘middle of May, by,
the middle of August he is on his|
way South again. Southerners m!]|
him & reéd, or riceé bird.

Did you ever hear a low chirp as
you passed up the drive? It sounds
like this “Phebe."” Well, that would
be a chickadee. He is one of the
most atfractive birds and always
ready to flirt with you, He i5 a
restless little rascal and does nu-
meronus little acrobatic stunts.

Wrens are also plentiful. They
ave fine singers and will live in an
old tin can, lined with grass, They
are sort of hermits and are always
happy to be hy themselves; away
from other birds.

What a wonderful voice has the
wood thrush! Clear and sweel
there seems to be rest and peaceful-
ness in hig voice. Bul few birds
equal the quality of his song: A
funny old eodger, perched high on
& dead limb or a telephone wire,
looking down at the swift, cool-run-
mngwah:rsofmecreek is the
belted kingfisher. His feathers
standing up on his head, make one
think of a darl:ey who has seen no
ghost. He Is always watching for
the signs of a fish., When he sees
one he swoops down upon it, his
large bill making an excellent im-
plement of eapiure.  And don't
think for & moment that the old
belted kingfisher is sitting asleep.

‘The greatest “kidder” of them all
is the mocking bird. He can imi-
tate any other bird, thus his name.
‘The very first one to go south in
the early fall'is the bluebird, yet
he is the first to arrive in early
;:grh;g. He h:;s a ﬁxée Ivome ?rnd a
happy disposition an ean truth-
fully state that he makes me fecl
gay wl;wn I get g glimpse of him
in spring time. He acts tame but

try to catch one. The brown

d, somewhat 1;@
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Aged Pedestrian Tells Tale
Of Ancient Roadhouses

“

Recalls Youthful Days Spent at Log Cabin, Tissot’s and
at Arnold’s In This Section

A recent trip "back the Creek,”
brought us In contsct with #n aged
man who was in a reminiscent mood.
He wos seated on p tree-stump, near
the site of the former Log Cabin, and |
his thoughts went back to the time
when that well-known holstelry was
in its heyday.

The remarks that the old gray-
pheard made were so interesting to us
that we are going to submit them to
the readers of The Suburban Press,
a# near s possible to thé way he ut-
tered them. .

“In the ‘good old days! when
Philadelphia was & small and com- |
pact town, before the electric trolley
car had annihilated the suburbs,
only to again place them Turther out;
in the days when the modern pleas-
ure park, or motor car had not been
thought of; when horse racing, cock
fighting and similor diversions, still
dear to the heart of the true sport,
were cnly possible to men of means—

in those days of flourished the road- |

house, an Institutién of great im-
\portance. and of which Philadelphia
{had her share. Many of these old-
‘time resorts, the fonts af sfirring
memories and  innumerable  good
storles, have passed awsy, though
some still stand, their old glory
'waned, but landmarks still of the

old order of things.

“Among the most noted of these
places were the Blue Bell, on Wood-
land avenue; Turner's, on Penrose
Ferry Road; the Punch Bowl, at

Broad and Diamond streets; Keller's

At Broad and Lehigh avenue; The
| Fashion, at Brond and Westmoreland
streets; “Mom™ Scott's, nt Broad andg
Germantown avenue: Mt. Vernon Cot-
| tage, at Wissahickon avenue and
Hunting Park avenue; The Abbey, on
Wissabickon avenue below School
lane; The Log Cabin, Lippens" and
the Indian Rock, on the Wissahickon
Creek; the Lamb Tavern, on old
SBummer Road; Tissot's and Arnolds,
At the Falls and Hamil's at York road
and Rising S8un Lane,

“Nearly all the old-time bhonifaces
have mixed their Iast decoction and|
Iarra lnld away in the nearby cemeter-
es.

“George Cole operated the ME, Ver-
non Cottage, which afterward, under'
the management of Matt Ifell, snitch-
ed the name of The New Abey. It was
located close to Nicetown lane, on
Wissahickon avenue, and in its .pa't-
niest days; under Csle, ‘was the most
popular roddhouse in the ¢ily, Bv-
erybocy went to Cole's after visiting
the Wissahickon, or when they took
4 spin along the river road, at the
Fulls. Cale wus a large man, a first
olags provider. and had the abllity to

Uretain Hi§ guests once thev: resched |

[ ¢

Above is 2 sketch of th
ducted by Thomas Liewellyn, on

fountain, on the Wissahickon Drivi._.

there, He kept the place for geveral
years, and then sold out to Al Bro-
thers, who was in turn succeeded by
Martin Booge, Willisin Morris, and
finally by Matthew Ifell, who had
formerly conducted the Washington
Lane Hotel, In Germantown.

“EByverybody knew the Old Log Cu-
bin, which stood here where we are
now res Old thmers, invariably,
stopped fere to se¢ Tommy Llewellyn
and to guafl his lguors, feed hls
monkeys and bears and enjoy the
catfish and waffle suppers. Liewellyn
was succeeded by John McCrystal,
who ran the place as a roadhouse,
and museum of old relles, until the
Park Commission took possession and
demolished the old landmark.

“Tissot’'s at the Falls, still remains,
although the Betz Estate erected a
new building in front of the old
structure, and it is now known as the
Cafe Riviere, | Arnold's  Is  Dbetter
known as the Falls Totel, and is oc-
cupied by a family named Whalen,
who conducted It as a roadhouse un-
til Prohibition forced them out of
business. |

“These old roadhouses nre what
really induced the Park Commission
to build the wonderful East River
Drive and Wissahlckon Drive, for he-
fore the Commission's existence, the
people had peen accustomied to driv-
ing out this way to anjoy the scenery |
and the hospitality. of the lunkesp-
E-rg'il

HBCOARE

;f_IIE OLD LOG CABIN

e famous cld Log Cabin, which was con-
the site of the William Leonidas Springs

below Hermit lane,

S——




I'T‘ells Tale

‘Wissahickon creek to dig the gorge

JUILE

eologi i
of
WissahiCkon

Claims Million Years Were
Needed For Creek 1o Dig
Tts Present Course

REGION ONCE FLAT

Rocks of l‘.l_al:i;()re Gneiss
Said to Be Oldest
Along Stream

It took a million years for the

through which it flows.

And the dark banded mck
that has been changed by Theat
and pressure eons ago, over which
the' creek (lows at places is about

,000,000 years old .

uch is the “silent story of tha

Jalley of the Wissahickon, the

To the average person who trav-
els through the valley when the!
first colorg of spring are being
painted on trees and shrubs that
line the gorge, this story is invisi-
ble. Bul to the geologist it is dis-
tinetly written in the rocks of (he

‘of limestone, cuts acrose a

great  heat pressure under

valley and even in the very bends!
that the stream itsell makes.

_ 1 as at Lincoln drive.”

an
axﬁmmand lesnem:

i %m fay from the
-Bet,hlehem I flewa through

the Whitemarsh Valley which is
ridge
of hard guartzite and plunges into
the gorge of rock created under
the
earth's surface before It was fin-
ally forced to the top.

Bui why didn’t the Wissahickon
force its way through the soft and
easily soluble limestone of the
Whitemarsh Valley and reach the
Schuylkill river? _

“More than a million years sgo,"
says Mr. Gordon, “the region was
quife flaf, much like southern New
Jersey, and the aspect of the Wis-
sghickon and the surrounding
country must have been not unlike

‘the Pennsauken and Rancocag of

today. For some unknown reason
the land started to rise to a high-
er elevation. This had the effect of
inereasing the down-grade of the
Wissahickon, the ancestor of
which was probnbly a gully started
after a shower,

_“The increpsed grade Incrensed
the eroding or grinding power of
the water and sand carried by the
Wissahickon over its rock bed. Tt
teok about a million vears for the
stream and its tributeries ta wear
down the rocks fo thelr present|
topography. The softor rozks of
‘gourse werg soon reduced; but the
harder ones remained as hills and
ridees. The Wissahickon persisted!
in its ancient course during this
slow rise of the land. Occasionally. |
howewer, on first meeting a hard
tock, a slight twm was matdle, such

Vkolhl
“Song of The |
. Wissahickon”

Katherine Haldeman

Mrs.

Book on the Indian Ro-
mances of the Wissahickon
Valley.

Collections of peelry that may be ‘
classed as “of Philadelphia” h&wf
been of late enriched by an atﬂmc—l

tivaiy turned-ouf, volume, “Song. 6f
[the Wissahickon" The author, Mus,
|Katherine Haldeman O'Donngll,
Iwho uses the pen name, Don mmq
Iman-Jeflries, is already well knawn
i, the figld of verse, being a l!'.uem-
ber of the Nationdl League of Am |
erican Pen Women, and of the Bﬁ-—
ciety of Arts and Letters.

The poem which gives the book!
its name occupies prominent hm
‘ot mejor-part of the umam;

in thythmical blank vem
Indian myth of tHe frust-mm
lovers in the setting of the wild
Wissahickon of other days, the win-
some maiden Forest Spirit and her
stalwart brave, White Star, and
their tryst on the Wish Rock, wherd
the familiar figure of the red man
now stands sbove Valley Green.

Other pleasing poems feabure
scenes beloved by the couﬂrmeﬂ
Philadelphian; the city's “squares
historic churchyards, the Flower
Mart, and, with particular felicity,|
idyllic spots along the Wissahickon.
These are followed by shorter place,ae
on randem toples at home and
abroad, personal and formal, or
biogre.phica.i

Mrs, O'Donnell, a native Pennsyl- !
vanian, i§ remembered especially
for her previous book of poems en-
titled, ‘Nantucket, Maushope and
Other New England Poems,” The
present volume is a worthy suceces-
sor to the earlier one, and merits

appreclative reception.

O’Donnell Produeces New
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Dee 20,1954

Sleighing Days Along The
_ Wissahickon Are Recalled

Former Park Guard Enjoyed Winters With Companions in
Sports Which Are Now Relegated to the Past

Wilitam H. €. (8i) Shingle, who
{onee served more than a  thirty=
year term ag a Fairmount Park
guard along the Wissahickon Creek,
who has been sinee passed into the
Cirent. Silent Land, once told the
following tale of the winters ef long
BRo.

My son Charles W, and T desired
to take the last ride i the old
Michener sleigh, of East Washing-
ton lane. It was built in 1980 and
served seven generations of the
Michener family, then the family of
‘the late Charles W, Middleton, of
(Pittville, After we had our ride the
eleigh wag presented to the Ger-
mantown Historleal BSociety.

It was a pleasure of Charles W,
to hiteh a large double feam of
mules to the sleigh, with cow bells
that vou could hear a square away,
and load It to the rim with jolly
young boys and girls and start for
the Wissahickon. What a time!

snow storm and snow drifted in
places four to five feet.

We came to the first drift and
fully expecied to be left there in the
deep snow, sleigh and all with the
gray going merrily on. But to our
surprise like a canoe she was pub
up and over.

Charley said, "Now for it,” but
he was  agreeably surprised  when
we reached the Wissahickon., No
drifts were in sight. As a rule there
never were any in the valley,

We arrived at Valley Green, now
the last-of the road houses on the
ereek. What few people were there
rushied out to see whal was coming.
BEscorted by our host, Dooley, we
were entertained. _

But it was not as some forty
years previgusly when Uncle Rube
Sands was at Indian Rock, with his
low shoes and the knack of fucking
the girls in properly, I counted of
g Sunday siternoofl as many as
3000 sleighs crossing the old red-
bridge—evervthing from & soap box
on runners to s fine Russian turn-
out of an imitiation of a Ilarge
buck deer. On account of it causing
runaways the Park Commission
ordered the deer kept off the drives,

Uncle Rube was certainly a roaild
house man. One season he was all
‘prepared for hig sleighing. He
iprocured two new four barrells and
[eovered them with silver and notes.

As the sleighers would come ard
lget a few of Uncle Rubes’s ho!
Seotches oud mint  juleps, they
would go down the road yelling:
“Go up to Unecle Rube; he's taking
it 1n by the barrell™ i
| I remember two men who slways
sleighed the coldest of nights and
always lked to hear the runners
whigtle, and sald, th§  colder the
he bgtterthe slelghing. |

1t was cold and there was a severe

I
more they shouted the morve their
norses would get down to work, and
the other fellow's horse go up' in|
the air.

- Well, we wighed our hast, Dooley
good luek, and in & short time were
back.

T remember another ride buf itis
chne of about [ty years ago, A
neighbor, now gone, pood  fellow,
said, “Bil, steal the black borse with
the sleigh and hide the bells in the
ottom in straw.' *

We managed to get the girls and
atarted for the Wissahickon, I haye
orgotten, but I judge wo stopped
sgcasiorally to warm up. I judgs It
was affer midnight after crossing
the bridge at Valley Green. A short
distance bevond stood a {rame
house. T dan't remember i licensed
pr speakeasy. The maple trees ar-
oungt the house still mark the =pit

It was full moon and not a light
aghout. On the veranda of the second
stary there appeared a man clad in
his nightie and carrving a double-
loaded muzzle-shot gun in hand. In/|
a stentorian voice he said, “Move
on.”
| .0 wes not necessary, We  saw
what wis coming and we moved,

Everything went well untll going
down Garret’s Hill, much steeper
than now, when, erack! What an
upset! Loaking around there lay the
girls and my partner.

We were fortunafe, The runners
were still good, As we puf the sldes
and back on the bottom, they rode
with their feet hanging over,

When we gol to Buck Hotel, with
the lafge hidk deer sign. kept by
the Widow Roop, ag everybody fhen
kuew her, we were chilled to the
Mmarrow.

It must have been near Christmas
time as the Dogtown millionaries
had all their red cedars on display,

We arrived in Queen lane aboul
3. A M.

My friend’s mother, next morning,
cailed me over and showed me the
wreck, but T believe up to the fime
of her death, she neyer knew I was
out wjth it

It was its last outing. It was the
oid Litiell sleigh, painted a pea
green as most sleighs were painted
those days.

The stentorian yoiee I remem-
bered long after. Its owner was
supposd to be an English gypsy by
many. He landed on the Wissahick-
jon years ago, and the ravine just
sulited his fancy.

My foreiather, Henry Sorber, set-
tled heve, in Bowman's lane, now
Queen lane March 27, 1782, two

|he made a mahc
same time, which

any desk aboiit the
Where his carpenter’s tools went,)

lis a question, and T would like {0/

know, Pessibly some of the Sorb-

ers still have some.

T have been asked about the cus-
tom of getting the firsi sleigher, on
the Wissahickon, a bottle of wine,
It was the custom for a number of
vears, It was not so much for the
getiing ahead of the ofher fellow,
and the display along the pike, and
having the laugh.

There was one main that seldom
stopped, but tried 10 get the bottle,
but the remulars generally managed
1o gef fhe handout:

One year they were ready for the
ahxious one, The bottle was deco~
rated with different color ribbons.
and set very prominently, awaiting
the combr. Tt had no morg than
started o snow that he was hiteh-
¢d up and off. And what was his
delight. when handed the bottle! He
[treated right and left, and that bot-|
Lle and the rihbons were ?"B?l_p?_-i.@._i-
for, ] ;

Gelting home, and possibly about
to wine some of his friends,
leork wes pulled, But the “fig" was
gone and only Wissahickon spring
water was there

Everything went in sleighing
time. They even kidded the Park
Guards,

One cf the hosts was to have &
filied house for chicken and waffles,
at a 10 o'clock supper. One of the
ounards, the same night. was to have
|a little blow-out at home. A ‘new
|galion growler, as used those days,
wag nrocursd, and the host filled itf.|
With in a guarter of the top he
placed the chicken offals and top-
ped this with his Best chicken salad,
and decorated the ean with plenty
of parsley.

1 believe they, never spoke after-
ward a8 they passed by.

The good old sleighers, and their/
favorite horses, are almosi all gone;
The old-time drivers who are left
gl in their cars and  wish they
could have the - ritbons in their’
hands.

— e e
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Wissahickon |5
: "These are only some of the ore
ordinary grasses, there being more
than one thousand
along the Wissahickon there is
whole field of nature study, which
¢sh serve to remind us again and
again how diverse“is the vegetation
covering the earth.

" An Eden For |
The Botanist

Fields Above Creek Abound
in Interesting Grasses
of the Season

MANKIND'S SOLACE

&8

Sentiment Attached 10 A¢
ilea Milleflorium. or
“Yarrow” to You

{Of all the common puants  the:
gragses which clclhe the fields and
ihie bave spots in the woods arel th
least known, We take them

granted. Yet in richness and yvar-
jety «f coloring, above the under-)
tone of green. the biossoms and
windblown anthers of the grasse
vival the beauty of the flowers. |
Amateur botanists who roam the
Wissahickon valley know this. They
know the traditional spirit of the
ueason is symbotized by the coloring
of the grasses on the landscapes; |
cool pale tinls of early spri !
rose-golored in  June; warmer
tones in August; and glory of plr=
ple when the summer begins

Y.

wane and harvest-time is with s

Can anyone lmagine the wor
without grass? It would be a
pen waste. The shifiing soil, e
pused to wind and water, - woul
offer no sure abiding place to man
without the lenacious nebwork o
grass roots linmly biding the
Also they are of use as fodder
anlmals, while the well-filled
ol cereals, like oats, wheat, rye,
ley, corn and rice are the u
grasses of the human race,
| The meadows along the
lof the Wissahickon are
places for the study of the
The Kentucky blue grass |
pratensis) or June grass, is
ticularly conspicuous at this ;
son. Curiously enough this grass
never blue. It has Httle foy
spikelets, during this month, ab
two inches long, which are - 3
green or purplish. 3

Then there is the broad-leaved
panic grass (Pamicum latifoliam)
which bears pyramidical panieles of
large, seeded spikes, with sheaths/
roughened by whal appears 10 be
ghort, stiff hairs. Also, the e !
vernal grass (anthexathium odeor~
atum), with its distinet edor
new-mown hay. It is the first p
to aé&uct the human nostril in
early spring, as 1L pushes wu
|eompact, snlke;like pmm
soon expand  Into eopen |
whose large violet anthers p
Ehe color that is lacking in
flower. The slender satiny

chuilt it is on n ates

— S e T
R e s
1 leghorn hats.

but
a

species,

All along the creek tan be found|

yarrow (Achilea millefolium) which
gets it name Nom Achilles and had |
T:4. yery delicate arcmetic smell. The
yorrow hAs a sentimental history
possible because of ils gentle odor,
and was Irequently used for stuff-|
 ling pillows of sentimental lovers in|
.|days which have apparently

Tled. |

2

. | There i3 an old verse concerning |

this superstitutipn, which runs: |
“hou pretty herb of Venug' tres |
Il Thy trog nmne s Yamow,

Wwho wmy dear lofe will be
 Pray tell thon me tcmorrow.” |
. Eddie Toar,

Ge F'h;lmn E{?fjﬁ
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The Cave of
Kelpius

p -

A Tale of the Wissahickon
By A. C. CHADWICK, Jr.
As Rrlated by Edward W. Hocker

—_—

John Fanning Walson is evidesily re-
spongible for the prosentaday belief thae
Jobannes Kelpius—or a8 it has been
transiated from the Latin, John Culp—
lived in a cave on the property near
“The Hermitygs,' ulong the Wissphickon,

In Watson's Aunuls of hiludelphia
and Pennsylvania, YVolume 2, Page 22 1t

I is stuted that the house or hut of Kelpius
| "stood pn the hill

) whare the widow,
Phoebe Righter, uow lives. Her log house
hag now stood more (lian forty years on

the same cellar foundation which it was

o desceniding grassy
bill, well exposed Lo the sun for warmth
in the winter, and has g spring of the
bermit’s own making ha!f way down (he
hill, shaded by a very stout cedar tree.

Edwsrd W. Hocker, in a serieg of

Newspaper articles published in the In-

dependent Gazette, of Germuantown, in
39T, told of the comning of the hermit to
this Joenlily, in thess words:
“Accordingly the Journey was made in
1692, ¥nd the members of the party at
once took up their abode in huts und
caves slong the Wissahickon, Celibney
was required in the community, nnd the
fare and the garb of the members way of

(ke poarsest,
| The number of petsuns to be admitte

imi te the community wis fixed at forty,
Acvording fo (heie system of specilation,
this wus the oumber of perfovtion, Sogip.
ifnral vesenreh alforiled them theip basis)
fior this conelusion. Fap forty days and
mizhts the raind desconded during the

eat food (leseribed i esis g forty

W M,

wandereid forty yenrs in the wildernags; |
Hlins' fast lasteq forty" diya ; forty days
Were accorded Ninevel for ropentaness|
for forty months Jesus  preached .ai.’:
earth ; his fast continued for forty dayay
be was in the grave forty honrs; und
forty days after the resurrection he as-
cended into heaven, while the destraction
of Jerusnlem followed forty years sftop
the ascension, :

“The mystical pumber of forty was/|
also employed when (he hermits built
their first fabernacia, This was = log.
bouse forty feet square which served am
& place of worship and also se g sclool-
house, On the roof was an observatory |
where the mystic studied the stars, En-
deavoring to penetrate the secrets of the
beavens. This house stood ot the heiglhils
West of the Wissahickon, and north of |
Ridge avenue. The grounds are now
within  Fairmount Park, and formerly |
| Were a countey-seat known as “The Hep. |
| mitage” he traditions of thiy locality |
|are further preserved in the name, Her- |
mits’ Lane; which runs from thiy point
to Roxborough,

—

Mr, Hocker's tale went on to sxplain =
that “Kelpius continusa his heruxit life
until 1908 when he died of ennsumption,
contracied, it is suppossd, becatse he ﬂ"ﬂll'-‘f
sisted in spending much time in medipa-
tion in a damp cave,” and farther on in
the story, he said, “Af the spot where
Kelpins wore away his life in his ascefic
enterprise, thers is a cave in the hillside
in which it is s2id he daily spant many
hours. This is an the southern slope of
a hill. and a few feet away is a rivolet
that flows through the pictucesqus Har.
mits' Glen to the Wissnhickon, several
hundred feet to the east. The cave Inoks.
like a deserted springhouse, and its damp
surroundings preclude the pessibility of
anyone living there many days without
contructing disease.” '

Still farther on, in his articls, fhe
Germantown  bistorian  ‘said, “Bosides
his edave, Kelpins, it seems, also had a
(hut on the hill, A tenant house on |
[ Hermitage grounds is supposed to stind
upon the site of Kelpivg' hot and it is
belivved that the larze Hermitage man-
sion, which Evan Prowattan built in
1848, oceupies the site of the hemifs' tabs
ernaclé—Horatlo Gates Jones, n histor
Jeal writer of Rosbhorough in 1855, treingd
to learn {rom Watson, his authority for
his assertion sbout Kelpips home, Wat-
BoR wrote in reply that he could not re-
call who had 1oli him but he felt sure
his version was based on good authority.

Horatic Gates Junes onep possessed one
ol the journals kept by Kelpius, which
was penned in Latin, some items of whieh
the Roxborough historian transinted,
Very possibly this old book was tuensad
over to fhe Pennsylvanis Historical Bo-
ciety, of which he was an active member
and leader, snd lhat in ils covers may
be fouuml authentic i_flfprmati_nn_' a8 I:q.
where the eave which the hecmit fmp
wis located, if ke did dwell in such &
place, Watzor's tale in my mind should
ber diseounted, Tha hermil may hpve
made 2 temporary abode in a unatural
caviern nutil 1 more stitable plage conld
be erecled, but E douht it he desided

suph guarters for'any leugth of fim ;-'.’I‘ﬂa' A

only means of finding gut us far as my ,n

Jenowledn siehs. Sa sy be ‘-‘ﬂ‘f‘i
CRbd 1k ol
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Lwezey House

Is Sub]ect

Of Historian’s Discourse ‘

Picturesque Colonial Dwelling Along the Wissahickon
Dates Back to Period Before 1747.—
Owner a Prominent Character

»

=

On Saturday evening, Oectober:
6th, the members of the Valley
Green Canoe Club, celebrated the;
26th anniversary of the founding of
the Club with a dinner and dance,
at their elub house, “Glen Fern”, -on,
the Wissahickon Creek.

J. Russell Fawley, president of
the Club, welcomed the guests and
introduced Albert H. Mainwaring, |
the toastmaster for the W®vening,
Mr. Malnwarlng, alter a few re-
marks. called upon H. T. Cauffman,
the secretary, to read the minutes
of the first meeting of tha Club
held October 1, 1908. He then
called upon Messrs. Preston Parr,
Edmund Brady and BEdmund H.
Jordan, the three founders of the
Club, who each gave a short talk
on the beginnings and growth of
the organization. Other officers of
the Club each made a few interest-
ing remarks, and also some of the
'‘Old Timers' were called upon.
James F. Magee, Jr., of West Phila-
delphia, the guest speaker of the
evening, gave a very Interesting
talk on the history of the Livezey
House and Mill, and 1he various
other mills of the W:sss.hlckon Val-|
ley in Colonial times illustrated with
sketches and models of the build-!
ings. The address follows:

Before the Revolution, in 1769,
there were in Philadelphia, Chester
and whai is now Montgomery and
Delaware Counties, on the sireams
emptying into the Schuylkill and
than 320

|
Delaware rivers more

imills and forges,

There were In the wvalley of the
Wiseahickon Creek over 54 such
enterprises. '

These were grist, flour, paper, Bil,
fulling, powder, saw and iron forg-
ing mills, all propelled by water-
power,

Germans owned the greater num-
ber of these mills, but English and
lWelsh Quakers also owned many
lof the important industries.

The Hollanders—Rittenhouse and.

|Dewees—built the first two paper
{mills on the American Continent.
| The Scotch Robesons owned the
|great mills at and near the mouth
of The Wissahickon, salong Ridge
road, apd glso several of the earli-
est jron forges and furnaces in
what i8 today, Montgomery and
Berks Counties.

It was such pioneers as Thomas
Livezey and the owners of the
other 219 mills who started the
Andustries that made Philadelphia
one of the greatest industrial
.cant::ea i America.

Gn Octeber Iﬂtih 1747, Thomas |
from Thomas

what we know as Allen's lane,

comprising a water grist mill—
| two-story under one roof—and the
enchanting Colonial dwelling call-
ed “Glen Fern," that iy now the
home of the Valley Green Canoe
Club.

From deeds recordod at City Hall, |
let us trace the ownership of these
23 acres, which was part of an or-
iginal tract of 500 acres.

In 1684 William Penen conveyed
to James Claypool, one of Penn's
Commissioners, 500 aeres of land in
Spnngettsbury Manor—uow RoOx-
|borough. Sir John, the brother of
James Claypool, married Elizabeth,
the . blue-eved, golden - haired
daughter of Oliver Cromwell. - -
. This 500 acres started al the
‘Germantown  ling *— Wissahickon
avenue—and ran westward to the)
‘Srhuylkill river, including land
‘along the Wissghickon creek, where
luter were built the two Gorgas
{mills, at Gorgas lape, and the
Livezey mill and dwelling.

In 1605 Claypool sold the tract to
|Hugh Roberts, of Lower WMerion, ]
!who resided where the Belmonf
| Driving Park was later developer.
The tract passed through the
hands 'of three different purchas-
ers, being divided into smaller
sections, until 1733, when Henry
Sellen, an oil maker secured 44 1-2
acres of {he land for the sum of!
16 pounds sterling—less than §75.
There were ecortainly very few, if
any, improvements upon the 44 1-2
acres af this valuation, Six years,
later Sellen. sold the lof to John
Harmer, and a building is men-
tioned in the deed.

From these foregoing deeds we
sholuld say that a bullding was
erected on the site of the Livezey

'!g!we}]ing during the years he own-
{ed the property. That is between
1733 and 1739.

Last month Charles Harper
Smith compiled and published his
History of the Livezey Family. He
also puts the date at 1739, as about
the year in which this Livezey
bdwelling was erected. On Febru-
| gry 5th, 1745-46 John Harmer sold
23 acres of the 44 1-2 acre tract to
Thomas Shoemaker, u building be-
ing mentioned in the deed, but no
mill.

Early in 17468 Thomas Ehocmakc'r
erected the grist mill and petition-
ed the Court requesting that road
be laid out from Ridge road, over
the ford below l(he dam, to his
mill; the toad then meandering
over the hills to Germantown, via

."1‘311:3 Dld lemy Lane, lald out
8—near twa,nw‘%ad yem

R

"5.% o m . .
Clubhouse.

On October mn 1747 Shoamtker
sold the 23 acres, the mill and
dwelling to Thomas Livezey for 400
pounds. Just across the road from
the house is a stone built ‘into the
ruins of the old mill, that many
claim is marked 1717; the figures
are much weather-worn and unecer-
itain, If this is really the date-
istone of the old mill, it should read
‘1747, and not 1717. ' |

Thomas Livezey's mill-book, of|
11748, records that a large part of
jthe output of the mill was de-
ilivered to'ship captains of vessels
iat the port of Philadelphia for ex-

pori trade. Later entries note the
grinding of pepper, ginger and
other spices. Livezey, at a much

|later date, was also a direct im-
Iporter of foreign goods ih exchange
for flour, and one passage af the
(sloop “Pacific” brought in silk and
{tea from Canton, China, valued at
4000 pounds Spanish  delldrs.
Barry Hepburn, attorney-ab-law,

informs us that t;is great. unele,
Commodore Barry, the father of
the American Navy and also his

great grandfat,her Captain Hays,
was also engaged in the earlv éx-
port trade from Philadelphin t{o
China.

The most inferesting feature of
the interior of the Livezey House
is the large fireplace in the lower
room of the middle section of the
structure; so long and so wide that
8 low seat was placed in eone end
and a small window in the wall
beside it, to provide a cozy nook for
reading or sewing.

Let vs, in imagination, go back
to 1748, just one year after Live-
zey purchased the dwelling and mill
and accompany on horseback the
Swedish traveler, Peter Kalm, who
in his book of travels deseribes
the character of the couniry near
the Tdverey homestead.

The host of the Swedish fraveler
was -Peler Koch, who ownpd a
paper mill on the Wissahickon that
was huill by William Dewees in
1731. This mill was at Wise's Mill
lane, just above Valley Green Ini.

The Bwedish visitor records our!
journey as follows: “On Septem-
ber 21 1748: In ‘the afterncon I
roge wnh Peter Eoch to his coun-|
try seat about nine miles irom |
fown, to the northwest. The coun-
iry on both sides of the road was
covered with a great forest. | The
trees were all with annual leaves,
and I did not see a single fir or|
pine. Most of the trees were dif-
ferent sorts of ecak. But we Hke-.
wise saw chestnuf, walnut, loeust,
apple and  hickory trées, &alsal
blackberry hushes and the like, -4

“As we went on in the woods, we
continuzally saw at moderate dis-
tances little fields, Which had been
cleared of wood. Each of these was
8 farm. These farms are very
pretty, end a walk of ftrees. fre-
?uegzly led from them to the high|
oad."

“September 22nd 17487 Mr, Koch
had a paper mill on a little liroolk,
(Wissutickon) and all the coa ser
so1ts. of paper are manufa.
in it, Tt is now :
for f_l_:l’ty pounels P




ithe Club was held last Saturday evening,

more numercus."

Thomas Livezey was a member of
the Pennsylvania Assembly Irom
1765 to 1771. In 1765 he sen{ an
original poem to Joseph Galloway,
who was also a member of the As-
sembly. A few stanzas of the poem
read as follows:

“Near Wissahickon's
banks, where purling
taing glide,

Beneath  the spruces’ shady
boughs, and laurels blooming
pride,

Where ttle fishes sport and
play, diverling to the sight.
Whilst all the wabbling winged
race aford my eyes delight.
Here's evergreens by Nature
sel, on which those songsters

sing,

And Aowery aromalic
for an eternal spring.

MOSSY
foun-

ETOVES

“Thus situated here
where (hese sweet
mave,

And littie rivulets from rocks,
add beauty to my groove,

I drink the wine my hills pro-
vide, on wholesome food I
dine,

My little offepring roiind me
like clusters on the vine.

I, hand in bhand with second
self, oft walk amidst the
howers,

Whilst all our li*tle pratt L.
cues are guathering openigie
Howers.” '

On the hills around the Livezey:

Huuge today the wild grape vines

Brow I profusion. \

I dwell,
zephiyrs

On November 18¢1 1767, Livegey
wiide to Benjamin Frapklin,d who
was then in Londoa, “I am sending
you 12 bottles of wiae made from
wiid grupes on this plses: 1 hea

ily wish it may aorive  aate ©

[Warm the he2atis of everyone who
[tastes it. with a love Zor America.’
In February of 1768 Pmnklin!
veplied, “T recelved your welcome’
|present of a dozen botlles of wine.
It has been found excellent by
many good judges, my wine mer-
chant in particilar was desirous of
knowing what quantity of il might
e had and At what prize” [
There is a tradition thal Livezey |
lsanlk several casks of wing in the!
Wisahickon benind his mill datn,,
during the Revelution to prevent
its confiscation, and retrieved 1t
after the danger huad passed.
Before us is o model of the Live-
lzey house, and also a large bas-
velief of the Wissahickon dam.
voad and the Livezey mill and
dwelling. These were made by
Harven C. Hammes, of Roxbor-

Taugh, and brought to us for this
oceasion,

The house can be taken ' apart
and when this is Jdone, there is
disclosed the furniture in each of
fifteen rooms, four fireplaces, two
winding stairways, book cases, and
a bake oven, outside at the rear of
the house,

Livezey received his grain [rom
farms above, in  Montgomery
County, it being brought down the
Ridge road to Livezey lane, and
thence to the mill, It is sald that
as many ag fifty years were at
times lined up af the Wissahickon
mill, awaiting to unload.

An early survey of the plantation |
shows that the romd over a ford
below the dam, passed between Lhe|
dwelling and 'the mil. The mill-|
race started al the dam and ran
under the rogd through the mill,
then out again into the Wu;s_a.hick-\
6n. The toee Was abaut 400 feet
intig. Ttie mill wus. athree story |

|

building. Other siructures were a
corn mill. & barn, ice house, smoke
house and coach housé. Just east
of the mill was a sunken garden.

In the laft of the Livezey house
is the original date-stone of the
Red Covered Bridge, dated 1839,
The bridge was demaclished after
1800 but the piers are still in place.
Firther down the stresm, the still
remembered Pipe Bridee passed
over the creek, high above the
roadway. This carried water from
thte Roxboroughl Reseryoir to the
ifhabitants of 'Chestnut Hill and
M, Airy. Today the conduits are
huge pipes thab run under fhe bed |
of the stream.

There are several Revolutionary
traditions relating to Thomas
Livezey, ome of which states that
he sat on a fence, at the lop of the
hill niear his dwelling, and watched
the Battle of Germantown on Oc-
tober 4th 1777. Another story is
that he cared for wounded soldiers
in his home, afer the engagement,

The facts are, however, that two
days before the Battle, a squad of|
American soldiers, in command of
an officer. made prisoners of his
two cldest sons and drove the
father from the house. They were
not allowed to rettwn until after
the British evacuated Philadelphia.

During the war hundreds of
Quakers, Mennonites, and other
pacifists, were interned In western
Fennsyvlvania and Virginia.

Thomas Livezey died in 1790, and |
in 1798 the mill was destroyed by
fire. The sons rebullt and added |
greatly to the property. Later the
descendants owned more than 300,
acres on the Wigsahickon. In' 1792
John Livezey purchased the John
Corgas prist mill, &b Kitehens |
Livezey purchased. from "Mattrhe.iv.r

3

Romantic Colonial dwelling, now used as headquarters of the Valley Green Canoe Club, where the 25th anniversary dance and dinner of




el

", B, Brandt, in his well-known
beak on the Wissahickon, writes of |
the Livezey House, as follows:
“What it is that conspires to
make (he ravishing charin of thi
ald Colonial stone structure, hidden
in the heatt of the glen, adopted
vompanion of friendly trees, and
keld in the embrace 'of eclinging
vines and shrubbery, would be dif-
floult lo say, But the ILivezey|
House surely for stately rusticity is
matched only by the rough-hewn
wilderness home of John Bartram.™
The committee In charge includ-
ed: Albert H, Malnwaring, chalr-
man, Herman &. Cauffman, Harold !
Michale, William Molin, €. Harlan
Sehofield, Geovrge C, Hansell and
Gorgas Bechlel i :
The annual reunion of the Live-
zey Family Association will be held
| on Sunday, October 14th, abt Abing-
ton Meeting, Jenkintown. Members
are invited to attend services in
the meeling house at 11 a. m, a
box lunch and a social hour will
follow, and the formal meeting will
be called to order at 1.30, Fealures
of the program will be “exiracts
Irom “A Short History of Abing-
ton Meeting” read by. _orson
Livezey, and an address “General
Washington in Montgomery Coun-
I_ty“ by JHorace Mather Lippincott.

faitfatle Herald

H=-2e~/726

—_

Wissahickon

Memories

A Former Park Guard ldenti-
fies Characters in the Old
Novel “The Riversons”

Previous to the Civil War of 1861,:
there was a very interesting story
written of the Riversons of the Wis-
salickon. Apparently it did not
'take in those days and was cast
aside on the publishers' shelves.

Years afterward our well-known |
Dy, Richard MecGee, of Roxborough, |
wounded in the Civil War bnt only_‘[
recently passed to the far beyond,
by chance saw the volume, procured
it and brought it to Roxborough,
where it was guickly picked up by
his friends. |

The story centers at the old Red|
Bridge and grist mill, builf in 1'?57,1
| enlarged in 1787, and rebuiltl In 13501
by Nicholas Rittenhouse. The date
stone is mow in the Site and Relle
Soclety museum in Vernon Park.

Although the Rlversons were
thongh to be wealthy, the father and
son passing away suddenly and not
far apart, they had very little out-

" ble;

Wai {n the Uimes thal (he grand-)
father had no falth in banks around|
here. Ha built a secret yauli in the
wheel pit, seldom used, and placed
his gold there, but told no one. The
granddanghter, growing into wom-|
‘anhood and belng a s_omnn_mbulist.l
found the vault and gold. 1

_She married the man who learned
to be a miller there and lived there |
with the family happily afterwards.

Runaway slaves, from. the South.[
werp brought to Flat Rock dam, on
the Sthuylkill River, themee over|
Domino lane, Ridge road, Crease’s|
lane, Livizey's lane, and Township.
lue to the Blue Bell, where they |
wera placed in a cavern In the Wis-
sahickon«Ilills, and cared for by the
Riversons, with other Mennonites
and Friends. ; |

Often slave owners or drivers)
would follow them to Manayuuk and |
1osé track of them, amd get in trou-
but they always met their

T . !

trusty gun going through the Live-
zey covered bridge. It was very
dark and his path was crossad and
‘hizs horse shied and reared. He
fired.

Next morning, in passing, there
lay the body of & fine heifer, pos-
albly owned by Friend Livezey, who
lived close by the bridge.

The large grist mill was belween
the house and the bridge. It was
' built early in the 1700’s. The date-
{stone can now be plainly seen in
{the rulns left, q
Away up in the rafters of the
{bridge, in chalk, was “J. Haas, 1858."
I presume he was of Mount Afry. |

| | And when the bridge was blown

down, only a few years ago, the
the name was as plain as ever. |

Previous to reading the story of
the cavern, 1 kmew two old trap
hunters at different times, The one;
had different dogs for different kind
of game, One day his dog entered
|a crevice where this supposed cav-
'ern is. He could hear the dogs’
lyelps untll out of hearing; then, in/
time, badk he'd come to the en-
trance, After staying there for
three days the dog came out tired
and fatigued.-

The other said, when a boy, he en-

, 'tered a crevice on the side of the

hill about 600 feet from the other
entrance. After entering qulte a
way, he saw two large eyes staring
at him, with a growl. He left, and
his parents golng from Germantown,
he never returned until an old man.

I saw him hunting and he told
me the stery. He could abont ghow
‘me where the crevice was, but was
unable to find it

The writer of the book "The Riv-
ersons” was 5. J. Bumstead, and the
hook was printed In New York. In
ais wind-up thé author said:

“Although you may never be able
to find them, gentls reader, because!
you do not possess the key to their
identity, there they still liye.” '
and 1

|

Ivears after (& was writfen. 'WM?G

leould then almost tread in the foot-y
steps of the writer who, T beliave, |
was an Umstead, of Rittenhouse- |
town, now wiped off the map, where
they once were proud of having the
first paper mill in America. The
chapel and the school house on the
hill, the mills, toll house, firg com:
Ipany, quarry and the ale house |
where you could get a wee bit, and
part of the walls may be seen still
along Paper Mill run, or Monoshone )
Creek. |

The professor on the violin, Pro-{
tessor Carl, I believe, was Carl Web-
er, of Queen lane, whose sS0n WAS |
Carl the artist, who painted the ifin)_ua‘-'I
picture of the Devil's Pool that, to-
day, cannot be rveproduced, as In
| building the agqueduct the follage |
was destroyed beneath.

The stage driver of Crawfords
line was a wellknown character,
‘and when he stopped to water he
generally took his lemonade with a
little stick on the side. '




Many Varieties Thriving in
Wissahickon Valley

SEE VENUS ‘LOVER PLANT'

|
i} Of all common plants the grasses
which clothe the earth are the least
commonly known. Wa take them for
| granted. Yet in thelr richness and

varfety of coloring, above the under- |

| tone of green, the blossoms and wind.

blown anthers of the grasses vival the |
beauty of the flow-|
g ers, f

ca: | weaving Imitation Lephare Y aad i

The slender, satiny stéms of this grass.
have been used in basketry and

grasses, there being over 1,
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One of the numerous line sketche

Miles, first secretary of
exhibition bearing his

“\lh |ﬂ1ui&:v : ‘i)c ?

Girard’s Talk
| of the Day

ES it is trne, only eight cities in
the whole world are as large as
Philadelphia.

But not one of the other eight ean
boust a frout stream roursing through
it, Casting a fly with 2,000,000 people
jostling your elhow is a diversion to
be found nowhere ontside of thig town.

Charles Day, widely known engineer.
has a babit of eatehing things he goes
after. But hig friends arve laughing
about something he caught which was
wholly unexpected,

Mr. Dy, partner of John E, Zim-
merman, president of 1. G, 1., was
F{rnctlmng fly. casting upon his Jawn,

ose buslies, efe., are a bit trying in
shieh xporr

“Why,” inquived a near friand of Mr.
Dag, “don’t you go down fo the Wissa-
hickon and cast your fiy on the water
instead of here on the grass?”

No sooner suggested than io act i

. Day’s usnal routine, so off he hied
tn & deep pool on the Wissahickon.

[ L won't say at the very first cast,
bhut guickly Mr. Day hauled forth =
fine tram eight inches Toug.

Sud-fusabfof24

ELECTS OFFICERS

At the meeting of the Wnsaahlek-
on V&ilay Historical Socioty, held
Iast Friday evening nt the homo of
Mg jor Thomas 8. Martin, East Her-
mit lane, the mnowmg officers were
eleoted to serve during the coming
year: President, Major Thomas S,
Martin: Vice President, James K.
nHles. Beeretary, Joseph 8. Miles; |
Treasurer, Mrs, Hdith R. Schofield;
Historian, A. C. Chadwick, Jr.: and
Dirvectors, J. Ellwood Burvett, Stan-
ley Hart Cauffman, Franklin D,
 dmunds, Dr. J. FPranklin Strawin-
ki, Miss Blanche Ta Ileidinger. Mrs,
Sarah B. Schofield, Mrs. Bdaith R

The engineer was looking for fun
uot meat, so the speckled beauty was
returned to ity erystul—or was it cpf-
fee colored that day?—abode in the
mdmx Wissahickon,

‘e hear much about the large erop
of suckers found in Fhiladelphia, so it
is n pielwn 1o report at least one

-
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I\'ﬂ'ﬂrﬁe L. Layer,
S, It-(i"'/ﬁ e
Park Board

Approval nt the purchase of tne
site Known as the Fort Washing~
ton exfension of Fairmount Park
near  Bethlehem Pike, was given
on Wednesday of last week, by the
Psu-k Commission at its monthly

ﬁn‘mmmmgm
;wﬁmmmumm.

Sehnﬂ?la. Ernest L. Weber und ;

Appmves Pumhase'

% of seenes In and about the 21st Ward, made by the jate
the Wissahickon Valley Historical Society,
nane, which will be held next week In the

| Dixon was to have been present at
| the

Joseph Starne

wlioge memory is honored by the annual grt
Parmt Hmmp of 8t. Timothy's (‘hurch

la={ L~ f?t-‘]‘

HTSTOR]AN‘?TO o
ARRANGE MEETINGS

of the Wissahickon |
valley Historieal Society, met xt.
the home of President Thomas 8,
Martin, on East Hermit lane, last
Friday evening, fo arrange for ilie
1920 aclivily of the organization.

At the suggestion of J. m!wm&
Barrett, steps are lwim;r taken f
have planied a grove o g
cak tfm somewhere on the tn'es&
of the hills overlooking the Wissa-
hickon Creek, where citivens of Ith&'
2ist Ward, who have meritoriousty.
gerved the community may Ha
their memory perpetuated by the
planting of a living memorial
Stanley Hart Cauffmhan and Mr.
Barrett were named to formulate!
plans for the establishment of the
grove,

William F. Dixon, who was bm'n
and Trafsed in the Wissahickon |
Valley, and who has served In va-
rious publle capacities in this sec-
tion, will be the speaker at the next
public meeting of the Soclety early
in January at the Kendrick Center,
Ridge and Roxborough svenues, Mr,

Directors

November meeting  but,
was not resched in time, and the
address could not be delivered.
Amnmments for the remstndér_'
of the 1930 mee

-a.-'_--mmmittee 0o
Reims
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® Kin of One-Time Owner of 9 PAPERS READ
Wissahickon Mill Tells of Yi
ﬂoeiety Hear lm. S. Mﬂes
Span at Bell's Mill Road Was Used By General Armstrong and A, C. Chadwick

. and His Ameivican Troops At Time of Battle WILL -FOR:M- mg CL
| of Germantown

With amm.x ‘Hart Gauﬂ?mu 1 p
ing, the Wissahickon Valley
Boclety nieet last Friday evening,
the Post room of Haftal-Tayler P
V. FOW., 4t Lyctum m‘em:u mxd
[cmn shrect. ]

M. Couffran ‘opened w M-
[ing by rmlnm tl?# SIREER:
mm irlonds of it

Old crossing of Wwekom Creel, wsed in early part of 18th.
Century, with the bridge being eraehd for convenience of millers whose
plants utilized the waters of the storied stream,

|
James F. Magee, Jr, of West|Ridge avenue, was at least a fool-
(Philadelphia, recenvly  compiled | path as early s 1710, as in that
many Interesting facts concerning | vear Daniel Howell erected a grist
the Widow Deborn Pauls Mill | mill at that point on the Wissa-
which stood along the banks of the |hickon, and in 1733 the road was
Wissahickon, many of which may |contivmed by the courts ns Howell's
be new Lo readers of Lhis paper, Road. In 1738 the road was pamod
Mi, Magee says: “The Bell's Mill |after the new pu:chasm. Jonathan
road and bridge over the Wissa-|Panl, ‘Paul's Mill Road.! Lehman's
Jhigkon ave of historic interest, as it |map of Chestnut Hill in 1750 rec-
was over this thoroughfare and|ords the®road as the Widow Paul's
bridge that General John Arm-|{read, being the [first highway In
strong at the time of the Battle of | that section to be named after a
Germantown, led his division® of |woman.
Wa.ahlug‘luns army from Chestnut| “Mest of the millers of the Wissa-!
Hill to the Ridge Road, to engage|hickon received their mills am‘
the Hesslans soldiers, which were |mill sites through purchases bit
encamped near the mouth of the|the Widow Debora Paul received her
Wissehickon al John Vandaren's|interests through marriage, She was
mill. the daughter of Thomas Kenton, o
“Before the Batble of German- miller, of Oxford Township. Before
town, on October 4th, 1777, the the dmth of her first husband,
army wes ed n Paul she was given the.
|Sehool House lane and Church lane. |above mill. In 1750 she married
Vandaren's mill was Iocated at the |[Joseph Wollen, Jr., and as & werdd-
. (left end of the line, and the old|ing shower she received a half-in-

Richard  Townsend' —mill, = 1686; ferest In the Willlam Deswees paper
tmkmn LIl 1781-57; Joseph Me- |and erist mill, built 1729 on  the
garges will; 1774-1815, laler Tvown Wissahickm creel, near City line,
A8 Uhe Roler Grist mili oo the
R e “reqk, in  Sistol| st
T agslp Wik o the ex{.reme rirrlm SR
il o redoubt prof cied el
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Hermits’ Cave Surrounded
By Interesting Stories

Site of Ancient Religious Community Recalls Some of Wis-
sahickon Valley’s Mysterious Traditions,—Lead-

er and His Band Had Odd Beliefs

Several years ago Falrmount Ps
officials gave out the infi
that “the cave of John Kelpius has

been made more accessible by the
building of a path from Hermit
lane tothe cave. The hermit's adoke
has been cleaned out and restored
ta its original condition,”

The cave is located on East Her-
mit lane, near the home of Major
| Thomas 8. Martin, Secretary of the
[Park Commission,

The almosphere of mysticism
surrounding Kelpius and his band
of "hermits” has made the story
of this community one of the most
appealing of the many traditions
of the Wissahickon valley.

Edward W. Hocker, of German-
town, is quoted as saying that the
application of the term “hermits”
to this community is of quesﬁm
able accuracy. This band of forty|
m | did live a lenely kind of life

on the Wissahickon hills. But dur-
ing those years of the latter part

of the seventeenth centwry and the
beginn of the eighteenth cen-
tury, it was difficult to find any
locality in Pennsylvania that was
not lonely,

That they were not recluses in
the sense that the word “hermit”
implies, 1s suggested by the fact
that they instructed children in the
nearby village of Germantown, held
public religious services, mnot only
In their own tabernacle, but in the
homes of CGerman seftlets in  the
région round about, and affiliated|
with the Swedish Lutheran congre=-
gation at Wicaco, now South Phil- !
'adelphia,

U It is difficult in these days to
understand the traing of specula-|
tion with relation to occult mat-

ters, which Kelpius and his follow-,

== . L

{ 1ers pursued. Some

of them ‘had
{studied in the foremost unlversities
of Europe, All of themk while nom-
inally Lutherans, were moved by
the pietisile fervor of the ' times
thal, sought to discredit mere Intel-
lectual adherence to a seb of re-
ligious doctrines and insisted in-
stead upon a lite of practical piety.

Kelpius, who was a master of

studied sthe theological and mystical|i
lmeories of his day, and gathered'a
band of adherents about him, who,
in 1694, came to Pelmsylvan.tn and
made the_ir adobes in caves gnd|
‘huts on the northwest bank of the
Wissahickon, mnortheast of Ridge|c
road. One of their favorite subjects
of meditation wag *‘the restora 1911
of all things' or the millenn
which they expected with the .end
of the century. .
In their exhortations Kelpius and
his disciples delighted to dwell upon
the prophecies of Daniel and in the

arts of the university of Altdorf,

tions
while
foiumnd
eviden

Bacl
of con
on wi
Then
of the
of @
interesg
urday

them

Book of Revelation. The twelfth|wi

chapter of Revelation was a fre-
gueni, subject of meditation and
discussion, Because of the allusion
to “the woman of the wilderness”
in fhat chapter, the community

acquired the name of “The Woman |se

in tht Wilderness," though Kelpiusg

never accepted that nor any other
distinctive name,

Their tabernacle Is

believed tof

‘have stood where the house called | th

the Hermitage now stands, on the
‘heights west of the stream, near
Hermit lane. Major Martin lives
in the Heormitage. Evan Powhatan
| 'built this house in 1848. John Fan-
ning Watson, the annalist, is au-
i thority for locating the Tabernacle
on this site,

The house stands at the head of
Hermits' Glen. Nearby is the Her-
mits’ Spring and Kelpius' Cave.

A question nol susceptible of
proof one way or the other is whe-
ther the so-called Kelpius' “cave”
was. ever the adobe of the leader
of the Wissahickon community,

It has been asserted that the
“cave” is only an old spring-house
in the side of the hill.

Some years ago Mrs. George
Woodward, in gathering informa-
tion for & paper about Kelpius, had
an expert stone mason examine the

| Ll tcave ”n

He reported that it was evidently
i;l_!ﬂi a nhatural cave, but was dug

_ﬂamatrueted of stone.  Much

the hillside, the walls and roof| T
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ead- while m:tb.e; characteristios nat [ stand
fm.;ndtin smrrhugaea were nlqb b;m of Helpius coﬁnammiy
eviden i  buried,
_ Back in 1891 there was = «gr ~ But there are mmd:he crburit?i
. ~of congenial who used |mystical rites attending buri
i them’ had[ % i rd E: Of Kelpius. At the sunset hour the
on what are now called “hikes." | gen, chanting pealms, earried
-{Then they were merely jaunts, Qﬂem Y sl S L Ay

. ] he body from the tabernacle. As
*'moved by|of the party, Wﬂllam b: ) mmn, *m_ lowered it into the grave a

nd where k!:n o%“i
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mlsave the fol-

Oowing description, which is inter-| -

t{ ming to compare with conditions
| “In the Om&&afthewalkthe

'mdbfﬂmn ¢ guided to some

st of Ridge |once

orite subjects| follc

mhafﬂhisasmﬂlmva pposed
‘and Ve served as a bedroom; =
usion ?Imﬁ:euzhermeasmm”;.
Resq" | rangement is

1|serve as a sleeplng apartment, aég;
lough Kelplus|not much Jarger t.han an old-fash-
lor any other |ioneq canopy
No evidsm:& of such menglw’
is now to be ;
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The Wissahickon! Romance Land At Our thk Door!

With the aid of the nearby pic-
tures and our imaginations we fake
la jaunt together to the banks of
the beautiful Wissahickon. To the
romanece of the place may we add
the charm of the season. Summer
has thrown open her green doors;
the landseape is hung with beaiti-
ful foliage; the fields are ankle-
deep in flowers. Bird and bee and
brook have their voices. ANl day
long they call and answer to each
jother in a medley of pleasing
seund. The burden of thelr mes-
sage may be that which Solomon
sung cenfuries ago: “For lo, the
winter is past—the rain is over and
lgone—the flowers appear on {he
earth; the time of the singing of
birds is come, and the volce of the
turtle is heard in our land.” Amid
all the natural beauty and peace-
ful charm which pervade the banks
of the winding Wissahickon, we
should not be unmindful of the
fact that there are other streams
in other lands where the waters are
crimson with the blood of our fel-
low men., Let us hope that the
miseries of warring revolution may
jeease and the people of FEurope
iresume their peaceful occupations.
| 'The Wissahickon has romance in
lelents-. If we leave out some of
the rivers in Ireland, there are
‘nono of the streams of the Eastern
Hemisphere that ean furnish more
legends than can the local Wissa-
hickon. Scenically it compares
| favorably with the best of them.
| Its captivating spirit charms us as
‘we wend our way along its banks.
{Fairies seem to smile upon us from
jevery graceful hill and shady glen,
{What an enchanting walk it is from
‘Ridge avenue to the Andorra Nurs-
eties! Morhting or evening the vis-
iom of its loveliness and the sofl

music of its purling waters furnish|

st. residents of this gection of
Ehili &e.‘lphla are [amiliar with the
lege @ of the beautiful Indian
malc a1 and her sad love affair. How
s l.nd the young' chieftain of an-
i ibe, who wished to marry
hey, | ere pursued by her angry|
fathd ¥ Bnd his tribesmen. How, in |
ordet to escape capture, the young
coupl & leaped from a high rock and
were| Mﬁd to death on the stones
bl What an opportunity there
is fo qmne real poet to weave this
Tr.'ge into real wverse. Were Lov-
laqn\p in New England' there i3
At bt whet -every  New
1l bard would be vieing with
hid i =1 i opn aﬂtérit‘ t?W tell tL})e
in ?hming mete ere the
e l‘ " in Europe, many Phliladel-
;a‘*. who have neyer seen it
mﬁ! feel duty bound fo include 1t
trip abroad.”

m there is the tale of Kelpius
ang | M8 hermits. The career of
Kelpl"ﬁ js every bit as interesting

as th Ab of the ancient British pro-
hetl and magician, Merlin, known

ut young folk of today as the
vill in Will Rogers' delin_eallon
of " lfia Conrecticut Yankee,” Ouly
ne alary has mentioned him in a
Mehfi d'Arthur, and no Tennyson
has & 40f of him in an Idylls of the
i “Kelplus was just as much
[,-, 1 irologer and soothsayer and
lchus) & ° teo, for that matter, as
T £ avied, Doctor FPaustus. But
T ek | Bad his Marlowe and his
r,',_ru' i lc make him immortal,
Lile | Bueor Kelpius depends on
onh d& lgesl ‘historians to rescue
, i r-m- plivion,
[ "me Sty of Mom Rinker on her
‘mnm Wil m  chance for some

LN msl 'I‘ed




| With the aid of the nearby ple-
tures and our imaginations we take
‘a jaunt together to the banks of
the beautiful Wissahickon. To the
romanee of the place may we add
the charm of the season. Summer
hag thrown open her green doors;
the landscape is hung with beauti-
ful foliage:; the fields are ankle-
|déep in fowers. Bird and bee and
brook have their voices. All day
long they call and answer to each
other in a medley of pleasing
sound. The burden of their mes-
|sage miay be that which Solomaon
sung eenturies ago: “For lo, the
winter is past—the rain is over and
gone—the flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of
birds is come, and the voice of the
turtle is heard in our land.” Amid
all the natural beauty and peace-
ful charm which pervade the banks
of the winding Wissahickon, we
should not be unmindful of the
fact thal there are other streams
in other lands where the waters are
erimson with the blood of our fel-
low men. Let us hope that the
miseries of warring revolution may
|cease and the people of FEurope
|resume their peaceful occupations.
The Wissnhickon has romance in
plenty. If we leave out some of
the rivers In Ireland, there are
none of the streams of the Eastern
Hemisphere that can furnish more
legends than can the local Wissa-
hickon.  Scenically it compares
favorably with the best of them.
|Tts eaptivating spirit charms us as
we wend our way along its banks.
Fairies seem to smile upon us from
every graceful hill and shady glen.
What an enchanting walk it is from
‘Ridge avenue to the Andorra Nurs-
gries! Morning or evening the vis-
its loveliness ‘the soft|

ng boughs and temrns mwr—
ﬂm and formed & canopy of
(leaves,
“In summer, when the days

were long,
We walked fogether in the
, weody
| Our heart was light, our step
was strong;
Sweel: futterings were there
in our blood,

In summer when the days were
& long!

The mnmimnying pictures show: (Upper Right) A scene along the Up
per Wissahickon: (Upper Left) The Bridge at Valley Green; (Center) !l.‘ne
Bridge at Kitchen's lane; (Bottom) Along the Lower Wimhlckuu..

i: »
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'Romantic Tale
of Old Hotel

BY A. O, CHADWICK, JR,

An old newspaper advertisement, dated
1867, if the one-time Maple Springs Ho-
tel, which stood along the Wissahickon
Drive, a few hundred feet west of the
Henry Avenue Memorial bridge, wias geen
recently, which reads as follows:

“The eulogies writien of Switzerland’s
romantic seenery by travellers are very
high tomed; historians have added theiv
meed of praize; and poets have tuned and

sung on their harps of a thousand strings;

Beauteous to behold, thoy ]and of moun--
tains,

Of crystal streams, and sparkiing foun-
tains,

Above thee, the canopy, etheresl blue,

Draping thy foliage of every hue.

Bwitzerland. the beautiful and free;

Fatherland of Tell, we sing to thee;’

We tune onr harps, and sing the story.

Of Tell's heroic fame and glory.

“Were you ever in Swilzerland, have
you ever read of its romantie scencry and
rurg] beauties? -

Let your answer be yea, or uay, permit
us to say, go nidd see the beaunties of the
American Switserlnnd, Wissahickon—the
Fatherland of the Indians, Wissshickon
has been styled, by some of onr own conn-
Arymen, a8 well as by foreigners, the
Bwitzerland of Aweriea.

It has long had a name on the page o
history, a= the onee famons hunting
grounds of the Indians.

This beautiful drive, for its scenery is
not equalled by any other spot in ont
Btate or within a longz range of travel.

1t is ong of the most enchanting rural
drives, of picturesque grandeur, that a
Iover of Nature and Nature's benuties
could wish for,
| Its long meandering &tream, with its

proprietor of the hotel.

traggy, moss covered rocks, ang varmo
lines of foliage of lofty treeg; flowering
shrubs, wild flowers, and tufts of velvet
mioss ; formwing one of nafure's richest,
prettiest carpets; tho' last not least, the
beantiful and sweet music of the warbling
songster of the woods adds much to (he
pleasutes of this romantie drive,

Here you find one of the pleasantest
retreats around our eity; cool, pleasant.
ang refreshing,

The Maple Spring Hotel affords a quiet
resting pluce and furnishes luxurious and
delicious repast or catfish and waflles,
spring chicken, excellent tea and coffce,
with beefsteak cooked in good style.

Here, too, you meet with the greate.”
curiosity shop in the world, and there
are none like it

We might be allowed to style it the
Guarden of Bden or the Ark of Noah, an
account of the great number of animalg
it contains; and the whole maide or whit.
tled from the voot of the laurel by the

"Tis a lovely spot, and the euriosity
shop a noveliy. Go and seg it and you
will be pleased,

On the rocky and thickly wooded hills
lining the upper Wissahickon there are
muny stranee frenks of nature which ap-
pear so distinet and perfect as to indi-
cate without g doubt that mun's hammer
and chisel have played an important pari
i theip formation,

But sueh i not the ease, One of the
most notable of these eapricions forms-
tions is what iz generally known as "The
Sneaking Indian’

It iz situnted on the west gide of the
creek, about g quarter of a mile helow

A number of very suecessful photo-
graphs of the rock have been taken by
amateurs, among them an old photozraph
by William Siafford, then a prominent
manufacturer, in Manaynnk, |

Another notewerthy figure which at- |
tracted considerable attention among the
skaters on the creck in old-time wintery '
was a lead and bust, life-size, cut with/
& knife in the bark of a white beech tree.

The tree stood along the bridle path on
the west side of the creek, just below the
| Wigsahickon Memorial Bridge.

The head was very clearly curved and
resembled almost fo a point o fidentifi4
fr_'nt!on President Millard Fillmore, -with
his well-rounded head, piceadilly amnd pria
yvat,

Abhove the head was cut in a regmlar
hand, “J. J. Rosne, Va., 1852

The figure and tnme are believed to
'huw been genuine as President Fillmors
Fwas in office at that time,

Allen’s lane in the face of o high rock,
which is so shaped] naturally as to ghow
¢learly the fizura of the Indian in wnr
attive, in n stooping posture and earrying
a tomanhawk in his right hand.

It is much more discernible at a dis-
tance of several hundred feet, but upon
close inspection the eoffect is seen to be
the result of a hollowed out portion of
the rock, ecavsed by the crumbling away |
of the less gubstantiyl portions, i

|
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The Wzssahzckon Romance Land At Our _'

With the aid of the nearby ple-
tures and our imaginations we take
a jaunt together to the banks of
the beautiful Wissahickon. To the
romanee of the place may we add
the charm of the season. Summer
hs.s thrown open her green doors;
‘the landscape is hung with beaiiti-
ful foliage; the fields are ankle-
ldeep in flowers, Bird and bee and
hrook have their voices. All day
long they call and answer to each
other in & medley of pleasing
sound. The burden of their mes-
sage may be thal which Solomaon
(sung centuries ago: “For lo, the
winter i past—the rain is over and
gone—the flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of
birds is come, and the voice of the
turtle is heard in our land.” Amid
all the natural beauty and peace-
ful charm which pervade the banks
of the winding Wissahickon, we
should not be unmindful of the
fact that there are other streams
in other lands where the waters ave
erimson with the blood of our fel-
low men. Let wus hope that the
‘miseries of warring revolution may
ceagse and the people of Europe
|resume their peaceful occupations.

The Wissahickon has romance in
(plenty. If we leave out some of
the rivers in Ireland, there are
hione of the streams of the Eastern
Hemisphere that can furnish more

than can the local Wissa-
hicken. Scenically it compares
favorably with the best of them.
Tis captivating spirlt charms us as
we wend our way along its banks.
Fairies seem to smile upon us from
every graceful hill and shady glen.
|What an enchanting walk it is from

| “In summer, when the days

. We walked tosether in the
wood}

Our heart was light, our step

' was sfrong;
Sweet ﬁumnu were there
in our blood,
In summer when the days were
- Jong” A

|

The mcompanylug pictures show: (Upper Right) A scene along the Ep
per Wmmckon (Upper Left) The pridge at Valley Green; (Center) m
‘Bridge gt Kitehen's lane;. (Butlom) A.icmg ihe Lower Wissahickon.
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| with the aid of the nearby pic-
[tures and our imaginations we take
ta jaunt together to the banks of
the beautiful Wissahickon. To the
romance of the place may we add
the charm of the season. Summer
has thrown open her green doors;
the landscape is hung with beaiti-
ful follage; the fields are ankle-
|deep in fowers. Bird and bee and
bmok have their voices. All day
Img they call and answer to each
other in a medley of pleasing
mund The burden of their mes-
sage may be that which Sclomon
5&&3 centuries ago: “For lo, the
winter is past—the rain is over and
gone—the flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of
birds is come, and the voice of the
turtle is heard in our land.” Amid
all the natural besuty and peace-
ful charm which pervade the banks
eof the winding Wissahickon, we
should not be unmindful of the
{act that there are other streams
in other lands where the waters are
erimson with the blood of our fel-
low men. Let us hope that the
‘miseries of warring revolution may
cease and the people of Europe
resume their peaceful occupations.
The Wissahickon has romance in
plenty. If we leave out some of
the rivers in  Ireland, there are
none of the streams of the Bastern
Hemisphere that can furnish more
legends than can the loeal Wissa-
hickon. Scenically it compares
Tavorably with the best of them.
Ifqb captivating spirit charms us a8
we wend our way along its banks
Fuiries seem to smile upon us from
|every graceful hill and shady glen,
|What an enchanting walk it is from
|Ridge ayenue to the Andorra ﬂ_v_uri;-

et
“In summer, when the days
. We walked fogether in the Q) T . 1
wood; ,';" =
Our heart was light, our step BN

i

- The accompanylng pictures show: !Upper Right) A seene along the Up
per Wissahlekon; (Upper Loft) The Brldge at Valley Green; (Center) u:m
Bridge at Kitehen's lane; (Bottom) Along the Lower \]’Imiakm
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| The Wzssahzckon Romance Land At Our'”

ents of this section of
are familiar with the
the beautiful Indian!
her sad love affair. How
8 young' chieftain of an-
whe wished to marry
ursued hy her angry
¢ 5 tribesmen. How, In
mapa capture, the young
ed from a high rock and

Lo death on the stones
it an opportunity there
‘real poel to weaye this
real verse. Were. Lov-
In New England therﬁ is

-, . PO SRR et SRR RIS TN If

Wil ey bt
Bard would be vieing with
g in an effort to tell Lhe

With the aid of fhe nearby pie-
tures and our imaginations we take
a jaunt together to the banks of
the beautiful Wissahickon. To the
romance, of the place may we add
the charm of the season. Summer
hag thrown open her green doors;
the landscape is hung with beaiiti-
ful foliage; the fields are ankle-
{deep in fAowers. Bird and bee and
|brook have their voices. All day
tlong they call and answer to each
other in a medley of pleasing
sound. The burden of their mes-
{sage may be that which Solomon
sunmg centuries ago: “For lo, the
winter is pagt—the rain is over and
gone—the flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of
birds is come, and the voice of the
turtle is heard in our land'" Amid
all the natural beauty and peace-
ful charm which pervade the banks
of the winding Wissahickon, we
should not be unmindful of the
fact that there arve other streams
in other lands where the waters are
erimson with the blood of our fel-
low men. Let us hope that the
miseries of warring revolution may
cease and the people of Europe
resume Lheir peaceful occupations.

The Wissahickon has romance in
plenty. If we leave out some of
the rivers in Ireland, there are
none of the streams of the Bastern
‘Hemisphere that can furnish more
legends than can the local Wissa-
hickon. Scenically it compares
favorably with the best of them.,
Its eaptivating spirit charms us as
we wend our way along its banks.
Fairies seem to smile upen us from
every graceful hill and shady glen.

. meter. Were the
irope, many Philadel-
have never seen it,|
ty bound to include it|

!s w@r;r blt as interesting

the ancient British pro-
ad magician, Merlin, known|
st young folk of today as the

in Will Rogers’ delineation
: *mhnei:ﬂaut Yankee,” Only

i) & mentioned r?}m in &
-'tamr and no Tennyson
Qf him in an Idylls of the
s was just as much

?ﬂﬂ opger and soothsaver and
1‘.&5. for that mafter, as

Doctor Fausius, Bub
' ng % Marlowe and his
N {+) mﬂ:e him immortal,

What an enchanting walk it is from Cwinat a ghance D.f'.l B'_riﬁf
Ridge avenue to the Anderra Nurs- T‘u.'.f]lb“m: e

srias! Morning or evening the vis-
la?elineaa and the soft| 1|
m,a!. - purling waters furnish| | |
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Wh]tﬁef’” P

Of Pastorius Is

Great Composition

References 1o Characters
and Known Localities
Makes It Interesting

TOLERANT LEADER

Poems Deserve More Atten-
tion by Philadelphians
Than It Now Receives

| N

While living in Philadelphia, John
CGireenleaf Whittier took long walks,
and thus acquired familiarity with
ils suburbs, He was particularly
fond of the Wissahickon Valley and
Gormantown and he expressed his
Jove for those sections in one of his
longer poems, “The Pennavlvania
Pilgrim." The life of Francis Daniel
Fastorius caught Whittier's  poetic)
fancy as it appeared strongly to his
religious nature. The poem tells
the story of Pastorius, who in 1663,
at the invitation of William Penn,
brought & colony to Pennsylvania.

Through the eyes of Ann Pas-
torlus can be obtained a

|

from her home of the distant city

as the Quaker poet saw it:

“And the young city, 'round whose
virgin zone

The rivers like two mighty arms

| were thrown,

Marked by the smoke of evening
fires alone,

Tay in the distance, lovely even then

With 1ts fair women and its stately |

men
Gracing the falrest court of William
Penn,
Urban yet sylvan; in its rough hewn
frames
Of oak and pine and dryads held

their claims
And lent its streets their pleasant;

woodland names.” I

Other verses of the great poem,
which call atiention to MPastorius'
consideration for downtrodden peo-
ples, follow:

"In such a home, beside the Schuyl-
kill's wave,

"He dwelt in peace with God and|
man, and gave

Food to the poor and sheller to the
slave,

“For all too socm the New World's

warning message to the
Church’s door y
“In God's name; and the leaven of
the word

who heard,

lAntl a dead conscience in m‘gra?e—_

clothes stirred
“To troubled life.” :

And again, in other verses:

“Whatever legal magze he wandered
through,

‘He kept the Sermon on the Mount

in view,
_And justice always into mercy grew.

“No whipping-post. he
stoc.ks, nor Jjail, 2

needed,

rail,

forfeit land;
ness-stand,
command,”

On judging others, Whittier pic-
tures Pastorious in these words:
“within himself he found the law
of right,

He walked by faith and not the let-
ter’s sight,

And read his Bible by the Inward
Light,

k“Aml if sometimes the slaves of
form and rule,

Frozen in their creeds like fish in
winter's pool,

|“Ifis door was free to men of every

| name,

He welcomed all the seeking souls
who came,

And no man's faith ha made @&
cause of blame.”

Of the Wissahickon the poem says:

drab and gray
Drew round his board on Monihly
Meeting day,
Gienial, half-merry in their friendly
way.

“Or, happly, pilgrims from the
Fatherland,

Weak, timid, homesick slow w0

! understand

his helping hand.
"or painfm Kelpius from his her-

Wrought ever after in the smﬂq

No duokinx stoal the orchard- thiei
grew pale
At his rebuke, the vixen ceased to

“The usurer's grasp released the
The slanderer faltered at the wit-
And all men tock his counsel for

| \Tried the large tolerance of his.
P liberal school,

“There hungry folk in homespun

iThe New World’s promise, sought

Of Wisdom, vouchsafed for hia
« eyes alone,

“Whereby he read what man ne'er
read before,

And saw the visions man shall see
no more,

Till the great angel, striding sea

and shore,

“Shall bid all flesh await, on land
or ships, !
The warning trump of the Apoecaly-

pse,
ing _heawensmmg_

“The: Penna\ylvunia Pilgrim” a{p-
'I’Ga.rBd in 1872  Whiltier first
‘thought of printing it separately in
g 50-page volume, but he later pub
‘lished it with s dozen other poems.

Whittier held the poem in high
iregard. He remarked: “I think it
{honestly as good, if not better, than
‘any long poem that I have wﬁt;ten"

'-HesaidtotheNewEDSIandpoetes&

Celia Thaxter: “If is as long as
‘Snow Bound® and better, but no-
'body will find it out.”

It is true that Whittier's comment
is borne out by the facts. In ‘this
city as elsewhere “Snow Bound” re-
ceives wider reading because of ﬁ
‘popular appeal as the great idyl'
American farm life, yet “The Penn-
sylvania Pilgrim” deserves mqi‘e at-

tention than if receives froms ‘Phila-
delphians by reason of iis local
color and historic setting..

.
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Helped McLane‘

American Leader, During
Revolution, Used Region
For Escaping
NEVER CAPTU R'II*ID

Lived Until 1829, to Relate
Many of His Daring Ex-
ploits to Writer '

“There rose a tumult wild wibhmit,
A hurried rush of loud alarms;
The flash of flames; the sentinel’s

shoub;
Witn startled drums that beat.
‘to Arms!'" |
A strange verse, this, to come
into the mind of a peaceful hiker|
amid the autumnal beanties of the
wmmmkm valley last BSunday

bmsht back, from some messed
brain cell, tales of tne American
Revolutmn and of Captain Allen
MeLdne, the famea partisan leader
0¥ the Oolqnlsts of that period.

“Pemberton,” Peterson’s  great
Jomantic nnwl of the early days
of the Nation, in which John An-
dre plays a aa.djns part; Watson’s
“Annals of Ph.lla.delp:hia ‘and Penn-
sylvania”; and Dr. Charles K. Mills‘

ed tale ‘I‘he Schuylkill,”
co! Mn references to t.his
galtant Amer

Captain Mc.’(.;ane wag the com-
mander  of & froop of cavalry,
knowns as  “McLang’s Rangers”
who when the War for Independ-
ence centred In and about Philadel-
|phia, used the fastenesses of the
|Wissahickon as a haven from the
pursuing British soldiers,

It was the lower part of the val-
ley, which e¢ould be reached by
the Ridge and Germantown roads
that McLane generally freghiented.
‘He was aequainted with all the
lanes and roads of the neighbor-
hood, often making use of Schocl
House lane; Gypsy lane; and steep
grade of what Is now Henniz‘slane
what was afterward known as
Bhurs jane, thet is now being obli-

put lane; Roxbﬁrough avenue, and
ofhers thoroughfares on both sides
of the Wissahickon Creek.

He avplled himself of his
:mawlem in making attacks on
e British outposts, or in scouting
i itions for information, or for

pmaas of amanunx those who

| to the clty to sell to
of King George the

83 years W
The verse at the head of this
narrative, is from Thomas Buch-
anan Read’s "Wagoner of the Al-
" and concerns the great
,outdoor fete, staged in South
_Philadelphia by the BPBritish and
‘their allies, known as “The Mes-
‘chianza”, The celebration was held
in honor of Sir Willilam Howe and
‘his officers, while the Englizh for-
ces occupied Philadelphia, McLane
.descended upon the Britlsh out-
jposts during the height of the fes-
tlv‘it and gave them & surprise,
A e of felled trees, technically |
known as an abattis, on account of |
[ their bristnas brancheg being left
‘to project out into the open in all

Idirections, had been pl n a.
|continuous line from the chuylikill |
river to Germantown, protect

the sporoaches to the t:lﬁy

MecLane set fire to the whole line
of trees, The long roll was sounded
by the British, many of whom were/
forced to leave the fete to repel
the  inv hlnl;nne and his
Ifroopers in making: their

escape ﬂJ-l'Dl&h tha Wissahickon
Valley, up through Barren Hill and
thence over. the Schuylkill river to

General Washmzm McLane turmn-
ed upon his pursuers and chased
them back to the city,
These incidents were recalied last
Sunday as the writer paused for a|
moment at the foot of Gypsy lane,
to mull over the four line verse
t\:hxch has been quoted.
- The remainder of Read's poem is
as follows: |
“The stuttering guests no ' more
could doubt,
_But quaked to think the rebel
- orew
Had burst in all their midnight
, power
| Upon them in their rovel hour
To act the Trenton scene anew,

{“What meant that glow,
: fearful shine, -
‘Hiumined the abatis-liné,
Which fired the scere as if to
~ light
The horrors of the coming
fight?
Now coujd t.hey hear the mounted

Ukﬂ hu!m vultures ‘round them

whose |

And seg' bhe clattering hoofs of

Where mming flashed from
every heel,

| ucruuf'*l’l n"'-f"‘ﬂ /i ﬁl‘i;‘u

"'J

Our Wissahickon
Valley

BY A, C. CHADWICK, JR.

| The Wissahickon Creek has been the
/theme of many stories and songs, which
[have been read and praised in many far
corners of the earth, but to Hon, Wil;'
liam D, Kelley, a Phialde!phia Congress.
man of the 1875 period, goes the credit
of having arose in the halls of the Na-
tion’s Capito]l at Waghington to laud the

i

itream which runs ‘almost in front of |
|

our doorsteps,

Kelley used the verses, which fallow,
in his plea for National aid for the
Qentennial Exposition. |

A Lament for the Wissahickon

The watérfall is calling me }
With its fnerry glessome flow, |
And the green’ boughs are beckoning me,
! Mo where the wild flowers grow.

1 may not go, I may not go.

To whers the sunny waters glosy, |
To where the wild wood flowers blow; |
I must stay here in prison drear,

Oh, heavy life, wear on, wear on,

Would God that thon were done.

The bosy mill wheel round and ronmd
turnine with its reckless sound,
And o'er the dam the waters fosw,
Into the foaming stream below,
And deep nnd dark away they glide
Mo meet the broad hright river's tide,
And all the way thon murmuring say,
Oh ! child why are thon far away ul
(‘ome baek intp the sun and stay upon
our mossy side.
'} may not go, I may not go
I"'p where the gold green waters run
All ghining in the summer's sun,
And leap from off the dam below
Into n whirl of beiling snow, -
Laughing snd shonting as _they- ®0., "-:Ir'
| . W
The soft spring wind goes passing br. U
Into fhe forest wide and eool; l
{The clouds go trouping through the ﬁ
1% look down on some glﬂﬂlﬂy [’mo].
The sunshine makes the weorld rejoit
And all of them with gentle voice
[ Call me away, with them to say,
The blessed, livelong smmmer day.
[ may not go. T may not go
Where the sweet breathing spring winds
blow, 7
Nor where the silver clouds go by
Aeross the holy deep blue sky,
{Nogwhere the sunshine warm and bright
\Chmes down like a still shower of light.

"
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* With Many Small Wﬂd Animals

M w4

ds

cobns. Fox, Squirrels, Muskrats and Rabbits Roam the
Rocky Hills in Profusion.—Park Commissioners
. Furnish Protection From Hunters

| BY JOHN M. SICKINGER
The Wissahickon Creek is one of
/the world's beauty spots for except
{for the bridle paths and the splen-
dld east bank drive, the historic
snhickon remains today in  its
k:‘nclqr and pleturesque beauty the
same as when the Indlans roamed
teep hills.
¢ occurred many important
_ts of the Revolutionary
~und sightseers many visit a
number of sites of old mills and
k- - dating from the early
{18th century. Today there remain
n the Wissahlgkon Creek Valley
7 kinds of wild game the same
in the days of the redman.
the same as when the first

%rs of Wilﬂgm Penn pur-

chased the varioug grants. of land
fﬁsﬁ are now known as Roxbor-

h’otmi

Manayunk, Wissahickon,
Airy, Chestnut Hill, Ger-
and Barren Hill =
m of the Delaware
who roamed the Wissahick-
mm peacetul and friendly to
new white settlers and ex-
ed pelts and fresh meat with
and taught them to distin-
‘the different small wild ani-
W the use of their pelts.
¢ of the ladies of the early
lﬁntury wore coats of the
furs from  animals trapped
ir own back yards, that at
Loday's 3 prices would run into four
e -"e reader takes a hike along
the Wissahickon, just as day is
M he will be rewarded by
seeing some of the wild animals
still roam along its banks.
Tha woods sire full of racoons, A
m can use his fore paws almost
‘B8 well a8 a monkey can use his
‘hands and is an expert lree climb-
; feet rest flal on the
ose of a bear; in fact
lated more closely to
any other furry ani-
: & short and heavy
a._nhnal and carries a coal of

ringed tail. His thick|y
is in great demand by men
- women for use in making
fur coats,
er animal that the auto-
pul the death sentence
pelt, 18 Lhe opossum, His
& yellowish, mixed gray and
- h long and loose and at the
L time makes & Very fine robe
'm the automobile. Baked

young until they are old enough lo
crawl to her back, wrap thelr bare
tails about her's and clutch her fur
with their claws.

The mink is another nalive of
the Wissahickon woods, Hig color

enough they know that no hxm;
will befall them. The Park Com-}
missioners give them betier pro-
tection from hunters than the city
of Philadelphia gives its tax payers

ur little furry friends have sense
enough to keep within the bound-
31'188 of the park,

m crooks snd racketeers, and

‘ffhaf/-ed (953

is & rich dark brown. Mink fur is
Guite valuable and beaubiful Wraps
are made from it. The mink kills
its prey just for the sheer love of
it, and is the farmer’s most hated
mammal. One mink can destroy a:
whole hen house of ifs inmates over
night. Mink flesh is not used for
food. Aneother animal found along
the creek Is the weasel. The fuy
of the weasel is always marketable,
One Sunday morning, recently. =a
fox was taking an carly morning
stroll along the drive, The fox is
densely covered with Ane warm fur
from the tip of his nose to the tip
of his toes and its. pelt finds a
ready buyer at any time. An old
gentleman told me that the woods
was alive with them,

The skunk, commonly ecalled a
pole-eat, may be found in the park
woods. None ofx our fur animals
are more generally known and none
is less popular alive than the skunk,
He has gained his notority from
the odorous liguid that he dls-]

Though the animal, itself, may lack
somewhat in populnrit.y his beautiful
pelt is in great demand and his
glossy black and white fur is (o be
sgen on the cuffs and collars of the
finest coats.

Along the mossy banks of the
Wissahickon may be found the
muskrat, one of the cleanest of all
fur bearing animals. Every crumb
of food that its eats must be wash-
ed frst. His awn flesh is used for
food by some persons and his pelt
is used in our fur coats sometimes,
known as Hudson Seal. The gray
squirrel is another native of the!
Wissahickon. Likewise his cousin,|
the red squirrel, the fox squirrel
and ground squirrel, commonly
called hackeys. Their flesh is used '
for food and not until within a few

years did their pelts come into use
other than as linings for uniform
caps and clothing for soldiers ln
the far northern outposts,

The mole is the smallest of a.Il

——— -_""-_Id-_

charges as @ means of defense. 1

w,nw STOEM Kmﬁﬂ BE;T.GN

In summer-time how laly ehw

_ showed] - - -

,The hills beside the winding
road,

H..,.__._

And rippling streamletsr
The Wissahickon woods; d
A with ¢ing sun, were a dem
Iis soady nooks couia bru

respile
Waen porrid winds simooned,
‘There, . ténder, wamth-aumﬂ
Howers stood; |
As |l they feit and undersiood

’lnllvmbhalhem?rﬂfmm
In peace, they found ther

grace,
The biue of vagrant eolumbine, |
‘The m:we iy-twisting climbing
And oitheér straggling growths ||

which (wine,

: But now & cloud of sailing snow,
And bitler winds of winter biow,

T R g

oo wite;  vingn pa
A shroud of € 8 yally
Falls from apove call, ‘

And vninly wwﬁ‘:ngﬁ creatures
F.’nrbtm' 15 to break their rest. |
'Tha_sw.r Jjoys sre vanished
Dead, "heatﬁ a winter sun’s weak:
beams,

And lacy, icy pendants gleam - - ||
And yet I know not How! - - -
But soon my fiowers shall ap-
When Spring-rains fall to give

Life dear

To buds which have & gay career
Where storm-kings reigneth

TOW.

our furry friends and its fur is the
most sought after. It resembles
velvet, varying in different Iights.
from brown to silvery gray and ls
made into beautiful wraps that

Jfl-. <, o JI
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Wlssa.hl.-elton

Nicholas Scull Jr.. Resided
~ Along Upper Stretches
of Local Stream

gmnme INTERPRETER

?\m Valley Green Inns 0f~
. ten Cause Confusion
el r&mong Hmnnaus

M_Q_Ilﬁ'» .ET;

ek, I the enp
padl section, nan be found man..
elent burial place of the Scull fam-
dly. This is still taken care of by
Byt i
SAxouncs the plot, w wenty
L I stze. In one corer of the
sure there is a lone headstone,
bears wording that retains
mmy of Ablgail Scull who

e mownem of the land
1 Mo way related fo the
thayhavecareﬂrortha
onamum of fts
gpwnnecuauwithm
that seitled

Scull  appeared in
at the same lime as
'8, His son, of the same
$ the husband of Abigail,

T general of Petnsyl-

1 years, and also
.0! the Philade iphia.s

&t

=

' as an interpreter ren-
service. * He died
. his burial plage has

ﬁm&ﬁ % m’t‘iﬂhﬂe a iz while T play for you!

-sgre;;h, which was defeated for

..Gtabe or mral years. gL
¢ Franklin A, Comly, presiden of the
vor| North Perm Railroad. bought ‘&

1848

definitely ascertai
however, indicate mtﬂfr

imr;ream the vicinity is further at-

articles, by a ghost story connected
with the burial plot. Years age, it
is said, thert resided at Fort Wish-

ingten an old German fiddler, whose

services were in greal demand at
all lestive gceasions throughoul the
h&pﬁy&d'a @ danes in Guinea-
town, now known as Edge
on his m home, ma;s médnlghsé.“ ll;e
M&i grmea 0 3

“Come: cat here, old Suqll ama
Immediately something  stirred
among the trees and bushes whigh !
surrounded the graveyard. e
leaves rustled and what is SUp

to be the surveyor and his nhaipa

The musiclan’s home was fully a
mile away, but it is related that he
eovered the dimae: hmk;illn'nI fiye
‘minutes. Having pu fiddle
top of a cupboard, it is 5o
told that he could never again be
mdma to play it

Along the ickon there s
another Valley Green, than the one
which is most familiar to fre-
quenters of Fairmount Park, refer-
ences to which often confuse the
secker into local history, The SEC-
cnd cone is along the _Beﬂ:llehem
pike just below Whitemarsh, Sev-
eral men of distinetion in past-yenrs
have lived at the place, Tt was
once the hame of Morris Long-

‘darted out into the roag,

_ an
commissioner _for t,h_g
ter

part of the Longstreth property|
and mude his home there, From

til his death in 1887 General
Henry ‘Scheelz also lved at Valley
Green. | He commanded o diviston
of United States Militia, during #»~

geuek-aa lies courntrs
tested, according to 0ld newspaper|bear of &

HiIL and| gn 'y 'G;aunt

Green Inn where he %ﬂppe&.
the. time the Confinental army w&
e encamped in that particular part
raisad) Pennsyimia.. _ |

—

countryside. One night | m

=

[0-3-/735

Istcllogonth.e bank of a stream-
e
Idlywatchingthecmmt.paas

by;
Whetz;ebetore me there fell in |
A brilliant, but unlucky, fly.
The aun-ﬂshes__ sped to the sur-

Tnﬂndthereamorsaltoéet.
Andlthwgh.taslsawdonzhe

M&tafatewastogiveﬂmm
atreat.

Though my lips never uttered
a sound;

eaten,
I sensed it would surely be
drowned.

Buf the thought had hardly
transpived,
W}:en some sort of angel of
ove
Breathed softly on trees bending
o'er me,

And a leaflet tall down from
above. f
It floateq atop of the water,
To form there a raft for the
Wh.ichrspidly made a safe land-
ing

And ’spread out its wings for
to dry.

The incident taught me a lesson,
Tha

t mortals should never
despair,

ror'rhednewhomx‘emm
insect,
Fogallot Hig ' i

My pit:ywent mmmecreamm '

cheﬂy oould ‘escape  being |

:L

ALEssoulsm-"_

|

F.i




Wurder Story

‘Girls Found Body of Tony
Morzzo Sewn in
~ Mattress

'PARK QUIET = BROKEN

Qui(:k Solution to Mystery
Was Made by City

{ Detectives
BY JOHN M. SICKINGER

A not & man old In years,
: can still recall that Sunday July
:ma;. of 1904 was ns hot a day as

" we have axpmieneed this
[L\!umef. and then some.

e s mmember distinetly that a
great crowd of city-dwellers came
,@ug._to the Wissahickon Valley fo
escape the inlense heat of the
‘town, with picnic baskels on their
-Mmmzm&mmmmmm

shady on drive near where the body was
¥ | found.

grme of Willow trzes, lay
Iﬁ tress, from which projecied
j m ‘and leg of a man. . The
: &hair escorts, mtmu of
town, thnught that it was
AEL .parkm guards would
it anyone use the park for
purpose of sleeping outdoors,
r o dump, and’ went close 1o
the huge bundls, when thelp
an limbs wera d:lmuvertd and
2 sereams followed.
. mestage was lmmediately sent
t 'Za Hall, and the supetinten-
- of pul&ce murder squad de-
ﬁecﬁ\'as
police patrol canvesed the body to
.m mortgue &nd it was several
days before i was identified as
I’!‘m Morzzo, an Italian, who hard
resided at 2046 North 2Ist street.

‘  IsRecalled |»

%01y to the guilt of the suspected
m—m’m

: ﬂlﬁsirl.mlmlimdmbmtothe

nm, deannn Cafrangeseo, Giorglo

Galling, Nicolo Galling and Pas-

quelia Sarrionpo. The three Gal-

. |inas were brothers. All denied any
knowledge of the crime,

In a rear room on the second
floor traces of blood were found,,
The imprint of a woman's shoe
was outlined in  blood. near the
foot of ® bed. The floor had been
serubbed In  places. In 2 corner
was & pile of eorn husks similar to
that found in the mattress in
which the bodv was sewed. One
mattress was missing.

In the kitchen a long hlteher
knife was found. On it were sputs
resembling  dried  blood.!
clothes were in o wash boller, my
had been' boiled. Others were
hanging on & line in the yard.
In the rear of the house was &
staple, where Nicolo kept his horse
and wagon. He was a teamster, The
horse was-s big bay, and ene of its
shoes was broken in- half. This
tallied with the marks of the
broken shoe noficed on Wissahick-

Cthey ludloaﬁms nolnted strong-

Catherine Yeager, a 12-year-

-| Nielio home, was faken to Oity
|Hali  She, fold Superintendent!
Guirk she saw Nicolo Niglio and
his father, Tamasso, carrying 4
mattress out of thelr back door
about 10:30 a. mi. on the Batul‘diy
previous, pub it into a wagon and
drive off, She was peeping
through a crack in the fence, she
Baj v,

g the same duy a detective
8%

“From the evidence we have
brought to light, I can safely say
thatthefawhlwmsﬁmckw
Tamasso Nigho, his wife or son,
cr one of the boarders. We have
proved uanz:msﬂvw that the only
persons in the house when the
murder (was commifted were these
four Italions and the man who was
murdered,”

Nicola Niglio, in a confession to
detectives, which Antenio Cotran:'
gesia corroborated, sald his rathar

killed Anfonio Morzzo, and that he,

‘his mother and Cafrangesia_sewed
mwmamm and  dis-

Jom 9, 1955
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I'September' Brings Thoughts

Of Fanny Kemble and Poems

Famous Actress Made Her First Stage Appearance a Cen-g

" tury Ago.—Delighted to Sing Praises of the Wissahickon

In the New York Enquirer, of
September 22nd, 1832, appeared
the following news iftem:

_ "Miss Fanny Kemble made her
{firsy appearance last evening and
{was greeted with that friendly re-
jception which her fame as an act-
‘ress, her intellectual endowments
['R_l; & writer and her accomplish-
ments a5 u lady demanded of her
representation of Bianca. We dare
not trust ourselves now to apealk,
while laboring under an excite-
ment which nothing but her fifth
act of Fazio could produce. Much
a8 we admire her father we must
say that she is the gem destined to
revive in the good people of New
|¥York all their former attachment
to the stage. As an actress she
stands unrivalled before the
American public and never have
We seen any one who can compare
with her.”

Fanny Kemble left us several
‘beautiful poems of the Wissahick-
on Valley, which were inspired hy
visits to wonderful gorge during
her residence in Philadelphia, as
the wife of Pierce Butler. Then it
‘was what she often sought the soli-
ftude of its banks, and was among
the first to call atvention of ‘the
beople of Philadelphia to  this
“gem of nature” that lay neglected
(At their very doors.

TO THE WISSAHICKON
~_An QOde, by Fanny Eemble.
My feet shall tread no more thy

mossy side,
When once they turn away, thou
1. Dpleasant water.

| Will shine the eyes of the white

. lsland's daughter,

d never shall come back to thee

- again

When once my sail is shadowed on
the main,

Nor ever shall I hear their laugh-
ing voice

As on their rippling way the wavyes
rejoice,

Nor ever see the dark green cedar
th

row

Its gloomy shade over the clear
depths below,

Never from stony heights of gran-
ite gray,

Sparkling like diamond rocks in
the sun's ray,

Shall I look down on thee, thou

~ pleasant stream,

| Nor ever more reflected in thy tide, ;

Whererqsre. farewell; but whene'er

again

The wintry spells melts from the
earth and air; !

And the young spring comes danc-

' ing through the glen,

With fragrant flowery breath, and!
sunny hair;

When through the snow the scar-
let berries gleam, |

Like jewels strewn upon thy banks,|
falr stream; l

My spirit shall through many a
summer's day

Return among thy peaceful woods
to stay,

Which reminds us of another
Wissahickon poem which was read
before Congress at Washington, by
Hon. William D. Kelley, when he
was advocating for the Centennial
Exposition, in the early 1870's.

A LAMENT FOR THE
WISSAHICKON

The waterfall s calling me
With its merry, gleesome flow,
And the gieen boughs are beck-

oning me,
To where the wild flowers grow.
I may not go. I may not g0,
To where the sunny waters flow,
To where the wild wood fowers
blow;
1 musy stay here in prison drear,
Oh, heavy life, wear on, wear on,
Would God that thou were done.

The busy mill wheel round and
round

Goes turning, with its reckless

sound,

And o'er the dam the waters flow,.

Into the foaming stream below, |

And deep and dark away they glide

To- éln;:t. the broad, bright river's

And all the way they murmuring -
Sa'YC'

Oh! child why are thou far away?

Come back into the sun, and stay
upon our mossy side,

I may not go. I may not go

To where the bold green waters
run

All shining in the summer's sun,

And leap from off the dam below
Inte a whirl of boiling snow,

'I'hebéoit spring wind goes passing

Into the forest wide and cool;.

A LAMENT FOR THE WISSA- |

' | The clouds go trouping through the

aky, - .
To look dogn on some plassy pool.
The sunshine makes the world ve-

Jmcel o
And all of them with gentle voice
Call me away, with them to SLRY,
The blessed, livelong summer day,
I may not go. T may not 20 |
Where the sweet breathing spring,|

winds blow, |
{Nor where vhe silver clouds go by
l-acraas the bold deep blue sky,
Nor where the stunshine warm and

i bright
Comes down like a still shower of
! light. \
‘ BOCATF.
[ JJ . - i /— n g™
/ELIAET

PROSPECTIVE NUDISTS

All along the Wissahickon the
trees are changing clothes,

Their gatb of colors brighter
than Spring dnd Summer
knows.

“Come”, cries the half-grown
Maple, “We're turning now to
Fall;

We'll send out invitations, it is
time to have our ball!”

The Maple did not write a word,
to ask the guests to come,

Or go about with noisy shout in

manner frolicsome.

Buf every leaf was fiung alofi,

| in shades of red and gold,

| Till &ll the forest noted it and

] soon the news was told.

|| The Winds came with their or-

| chestra; aeolians and harps;

And sounded all the tunes they
knew in varied flats and
sharps. _

The Fireweed held a torch aloft,
to light each shadowed place,

And Painter's Brush, in careless
way, splashed through the
Queen Anne's lace.

The Bitter Sweet blushed at the
touch of “Ginia Creeper’s hand,

The SBumac danced with Golden
Rod a merry saraband,

‘The Osak, so mighty, donned a
robe, to match a nearby beech,

And when the dancing days are
o'er, all nude, to sky they'll
reach,

But when this happens, near fhe
creck, to nearly every tres,

The Hemlocks, Pines and Firs,
full clothed, will watch the

revelry.
A. C. G,

——




outh Carolina Woman Mentions
. Wissahickon Creek In Address

Mrs, J. Hill May. of*Carlisle, . C., Revives an Old Lippard
Legend in Library of Congress for
Washington Celebration

A

William M. O. Edwards, of Pen-!

coyd, Pa., who fakes a keen interest
in things historical, and partioular-
ly in articles concerning the life of
George Washington, through hav-
ing once served with that family
|In the South, graciously sends us a
| paper, which was read by Mrs. J.
Hill May, at the recent Washington
lcelebration, held by the Daughters
of the American Revolution, at
“Hillside," the historical Colonial
home of the Hills, at Onrlisle,
South Carolina. The Hills are ma-
|ternal descendants of Dr. Benjamin
Rush, one of the Philadelphia
signers of the Declaration of In-
dependence, and also of Lewis, of
“the Hills of Hawkstone” England.
©One of them was a general under
Wellington, at Waberloo, and sir
Rowland Hill, M. P., who first con-
lpelved and in 1845 succesded in
establishing the first penny post.
Mr. Edwards, in . mailing the
manuscript to us, states that he
|believes the paper is
jand guaint, and unusual” It fol-

gy

of Wi

—=_

that even “he who runs may read,”
and if we do not care to run, we
may sit gquietly and listen to the
world's best broadeasts; on a sub-
ject of universal interest to an
adoring nation, intent on properly
observing the two hundredth anni-
versary of this, the country’s great-

est hero.

“Beveral facts contributed to his
greatness. Born of noble lineage,
vet his: chiel characteristic was
inpate modesty, and a firm belief the clock struck one,

in democracy. Accustomed to all

the wealth and refinement the life
\of the early settlers afforded, yet he
hardships with
cheerful fortitude, beth in his life

endured untold

“infteresting |

: “So much has been published, for
iseversl months past, relative to tl_‘.le‘

specinl  Providence guided and
directed his life. So ecarefully
planned and well-ordered was his
whole ecareer in affairs of State as
well as in his private life.

“In an age of horoscopes and

isupernatural  suggestions, SO
wonld offer suggestions, or explana-
tions, bordering on these ideas as
a solution.
“ “There is a beautiful legend on
file in the Library of Congress,
called "The George Washinglon
Legend of the Wissahickon!' TIf is
a story of a Brotherhood of Fan-
atics, who lived on the beautiful
Wissahickon Creek in Philadelphia.
The priest lived in an old Block-
house, in the wilderness, With him
lived his son and young daughter,
who was very beautiful, with long,
wavy golden hair, The priest lived
there and studied the Book of
Revelations, for seventeen years,
When the evening began to fall, on
the last day of 1773, the little
family walked together on the
banks of the creek, and the priest
talked of what he had learned from
the long vears of study; how CGod
had planned the new world; and
how, on this right, ‘at the third
hour after midnight the deliverer
would come,” to ‘take upon Himself
the mission te deliver the new
world from the yoke of fyrants,

“ Al is ready, behold the crown,
the flagon of anointing oil, the
Bible, and the Cross' said the

priest. Leaving the lovely maiden
in the blockhouse, the men went
to the little round chapel to pray
until the New Year dawned, As
two, three,
they waited, then there were foot-
steps In the hall, and a fall, com-
manding stranger appeared, and
said, ‘Friends, I have lost my way,

|can you direct me' and the priest

£ —

Washington. a mother

always said, ‘Geotge is a good Doy,
he will be successtul in his under-.
fukings! Washington visited
Charleston, South Carolina in 1781,
and was Lreated like a king; visit-
ors were proud to occupy the seal.
in Old St. Michael's Church, thal
Ie used while there. Once a
Charleston lady was praising Gen-
eral Washington, and Colonel Turle-

ton (the British fox) remarked he

g8 engineer in his early manhood; 'said, “Thou art called to a greal
and later as a soldier in the French work, I will anoint thee to deliver
and Indian wars. While com- this land’ Washington (who Is
mander-in-chief of the American represented as the stranger) was
Army our hearts are torn between amazed, but knelt before the white
admiration for ‘his tremendous altar and the priest blessed him as
strength of mind, and will power the Nation's deliverer, while the
to battle with opposition from every  girl appeared and placed a laurel
murc:il ml:i_d_xh'igpe moved to t,%a,m' wreath upon his head. :
over the hardships endured at Val- * “Then the year dawned. In the
‘ley Forge, and the brave heart that deepest hour of the war, the old
knew no defeat. Indeed, we ar€ blockhouse was burned and there
almost tempted to believe that some were three graves on the bank of
the creek, amongst the trees,
“Years later, with George Wash-
ington, the President, and America,
the nation, the stranger came to|
the river banks. That night at a |
brilliant party in Philadelphia,
many wondered why he was sad
‘and thoughtful, as he seemed Lo see
the fair maid, with a wealth

with a wealth of

would like to see Colonel Washing-'

ton, as he had heard so muech of
him, but had never seen him. The
lady; replied, ‘Had you looked pe-
hind you at the Baiile of Cowpens,
vou would have enjoyed thal pleds-
ure!’

“Sublime In his . greafness, yet
strongly human, Washinglon wasi
not a perfect man. He was high
tempered; indulged in the sports of
‘the day: like the society of the fail
sex: and had many love affaivs. It
s even said of him that he loved
the wife of his best friend, George
Fairfax. but lived true to his pledge
oY friendship and honor. :

“He dealt in Louisiana lotteries,
which was a form of change, such
as the Cotton Futures of today, and
just a normal person was this great
man and tool of destiny in shaping
the great nation—America.”
(Editor’s Note) 4

The Wissahickon legend . of
Washington, was without a doubt,
taken from "Paul Ardenheim; the
Monk of the Wissahicken," as writ-
ten by the most imaginative of
|writers, George Lippard.

Al

SINGERS OF APRIL
Each year there comes a robin
To a tree close to our door,
And he sings his songs of
promige,
Like a merry troubadour,
Then I plead, “Oh, tell of April
In the Wissahickon wood;

sonnets
Of that glorious neighborhood;
Chant of arbutus that’s creeping
Through the tender, early, |
Hymn
As

grass; ]
violets, shyly peeping
ht April comes to pass.”

othed sumach tree;
y lane, this morn-

I heard a card’nal sing

| And a woodpecker was rapping
Loud at the door of Bpring.

So April, smiling April,

Iucleach bird-song, sweet and I
ear, :
bring us

We are glad to know you're
here! :

Trill, in notes, the Springtime |

¥




John Fanning Watson is evi-
dently responsible for the present- |
day belief that Johannes Kelpius—
tor as it has been translated from|
‘the Lalin, John Culp—lived in =
cave on the property near “The
Hermitage,” along the Wissaliickon.

In Watson's Annals of Philadel-
phia ahd Penngylvania, Velume 2,
Page 22, 1t is stated that the|
house or hut of Kelpius “stood on
the hill where the widow, Phoebe
|Righter, now lives, Her log house
'has now dtood more than forty
years on fhe swme cellar founda- |
tlon which It was built; it is on a|
steap  descending grassy hill, well|
nxposad to the sun for warmth in |

winter, and has a spring of the |
lheru‘tits own making hall wsxy
‘down the hill, sbaded by a very
‘stout evdar tree.”

Edward W. Hocker, in a zeries of
{newspaper articles published in the'
Independent Gazette, of German-,
town, In 1911, told of the coming of
the hermit fo this locplity, in these)
‘words:

“Accordingly the Jjourney was|
made In 1694, and the members of
the party at once tock up their
abode in huts and caves along the
‘Wissahickon, Celibacy was required
in the community, and the fare
and the garb of the members was
of the coursest,

“The numbgr of persons to be
admitted to  the community was|
fixed at forty. lAccnrdlnr to t.h&!r-
system of speculation, this was the
‘number of perfection.  Seripturall
research afforded them their basis
Jor this conclusion, For forty days
and nights the rains descended |
during the great flood deseribed in
Genesls; forty days later Noah
‘apened the wvk; Moses spent forty
days*on Mt, 8inal; Tsrael wandered
forty years in the wildeiness; Elias'
fast last forby days; forty days
were accorded Nineveh {or repent-
ance; for forty months Jesus
preached on earth; his fast con-
tinued for forly days; he was in|
the grave forly hours; ‘and forty'
Ms after the resurrection he as-
‘eended inlo Heaven, while the de-
struction of  Jerusalem followed
mty years after the ascension..

“The mystical number. of ferty

also employed when the her-

bullt their frst tabernacle,
s was a log house forly feet
W which served as a. place of
#mhip and also ds a school house.
On the roof was an observatory,
'where the mysties studied the stars,
endesvoring 10  penefrate the!
iu&'ets of the heavens. 'This liouse
atood on the heights west of the
ko, th of ztmge

L5

My, fﬂi:?acthf‘éo went @'&.phx;
_nermit life until !'fﬂa whentlzne died

of consumption, contructed it is
supposed, becnuse he persisted in
spending much time In meditation
in & damp cave,” and farther on in
the story, he sald, “At  the spot
where Kelpius wore away hils life
in his aseetic enterprise, thers is

a cave in the hillside in which it
is sald he daily spent many hours. |
This is oh the southern siope of a

lhﬂl. and a few feel away i§ & rivi-
let that flows down through the
pieturesgue Hermits' Glen to the
Wissahickon. severnl hundred feet
to the cast, The cave looks like a
'deserted springhouse, and its damp
surroundings preclude the possibil-
ity of anyone living there many
days without confracting disease.”
Bt farther on, i his artiele, the
!Germantdwn histortan said, “Be- |
"sides. his cave Kelpius, it seems,
‘alse had-a hut on the hill, A ten-
lant ‘house on the Hermitagpo
grounds is supposed to stand upon
the site of Kelpius' hut, and it is
believed that the large Hermitage
mansion, which Evan Prowatian
built in 1848, occuples the site of
the hermits' tabernacle—Horatio
Gates Jones, a historical writer of
Roxbomugh In 1855, tried to learn
frem Watson, his authority for his
‘assertion about Kelpius' home.
Watson wrote in reply that he
could not recall who had told him,
-but he feit sure his version wus
(based upen good authority.” !
| Herato Gates Jonss upee pos-
sessed one off the journals kept by

Kelpius, whio was’ nnr-d in
Latin, some ifems of which the
Rexborough  historian tra.nsls.bed

'Very paossibly this old  book, was
furned over to the Pennsylvanin
Historieal Soelety, of which he was
an active member and leader, and
thal in its covers may be found au-
Hihentie information as to where the
‘eave which the hermit used was
Iocated, If he cid dwell In such o
place, Watson's tale, in my mind
should be discounted, The hermit
may have made a temporary abode
in a patural cavern, until a mote
suitable place could be crected, but
I doubt if he resided in such Qquar-
ters for any lenglh of time. The
only means of finding out, as far
a8 my knowledge goes, is whal may
be contamed in the old Latin
diary.

; SUCAFT

Acolornhansewhkmundm-

Upﬂumh'hm and field we ||

%ﬁ’m screen of a briliant hue, |
ttntga! gold and brown and

Reaah ug to azure skies oer-
Each glen has swittly been at- |
In robes a Master-mind inspired.

What peacefulness s in the vale
wnatn pgaummar ends ‘RS drowsy

‘A n;m hangs o'er the waters
And buzzing insects disappear;
aam:hm in

Thare’ r varied

Aehlmxefmmwemry emgmld[

Amenwmncemﬁsnﬂ

And even at a waterf
and calm

Just like a sacred-chanted
psalm,

.

What confidence n'ma now
Mnnz t-hn: dmb‘rlm hillside
God'scertain and unnhamm
wmchthmughmecydmsyem"'
Dlaalasupnevery side; vh&wI]

Qtanﬂhcreanu'easwemde_
The plans of man, which go

astray
In mul and ma:t, ‘and palace

As . 1!1 ﬂw past, in days to be,
The vale—like aw-wxn solace.

me,
A0.0
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Park Secured
Creek Land
At Low Cost

Art Museum More Expensive

Than Entire Wissahick-
on Valley

PURCHASED IN 1870

—

Greenwood Mills Destroyed
By Fire, Prior to
Sale

By JOHN M. SICKINGER.

|Sixty years ago next May will

mark the end of the factories along

the Wissahickon for it will be the
anniversary of a day when the first
list of homes mills and farms taken
over for the Park purposés was
e public. The amount of dam-
mges paid in each case and the bal-
ances due each property owner were
paid from & loan of two million dol-
lars fioated for that purpose. To
‘Charles Megarffee, paper mills, dam,
arn, boller house and other out-
houses, seven dwellings, 26 acres on
both sides of the Wissahickon Creek
$165,000. The amount paid was'

65,000 and the balance due Megar-

" gett was $100,000. The mills and 1
S - -ltories and buildings, water privi-

§-10-2%

A VAGABOND

On Sunday I'm a vagabond,
For all the week T go
Through daily tasks which I
must do;
The routined toil T know.

l
l

But Sunday I'm a vagabond,
And free to choose my way,
Then nothing holkis me, I ean

walk
In lands of dreams, s0 gay.
It may be
books;
In hobbies some think odd;
But Sundays, as a vagabond,
I feel I'm nearer God.

to a church; or 1

Along a Wissahickon lane,
Or near a woodland pond,
The Springtime Sundays bring
me joy,
When I'm a vagabond.

The cargo of such days to me
Keeps all my hopes alive,
And Is the great foundation-
stone

1
‘

j

On which I build and thrive.

5

park lines and 2271 acres outside
the park lines all woodland, at $300
per acre, $9,981.

James and John Dobson, woolen
factory, dam, water power of Wis-
sahickon Creek within their lines
containing 8399 acres, dalso a tract
lying between avenue and
Schuylkill river, 4 acres 116 perch-
es, $210,000, Payment was made on
account with the balance without
interest at $110,000 until possession
was given, They paid a rental of
$5,000 per annum,

Horatio Gates Jones, 1206 aores
on the Wissahickon, $487.66. Hora-
tio Gates Jones 667/1000ths of an
acre on the Wissahickon, $269.52.

Thomas Livezey, 86 acres of land
on the Wissahickon, with flour mill,
dwelling house, ete. !

Valley Green Hotel, water power
at mill on Cresheim Creek, and soap
stone quarry $75,000. David Wal-
lace, 14.48 acres on Wissahickon in-
cluding ground at Indian Rock Ho-
tel leased for $50, $5,000.

Sarah L. Slingluff 29814 acres on
west side of the creek, at $4.50 per]
acre, $1,46070. Dr. William Painge,
1026 acres on Wissahickon at $750
per acre, $845.

Theo Salaignac, 3285 acres on
Wissahickon at $2,46375. J. Hibl-|
man Jones and Harman A, Cham-
, bers, two lots in Lansdowne village,
2 years' interest, 8450 each,

Charles H, Ammidown, manufac-

leges, 20 dwelling houses, 6.235 acres
inside the park; 6.16 acres outside
{the park lines; $116.000.

Trustees of Robert J, Bheridan,
1154 acres on Wissahickon at $4,-
039. Mrs, A, J, Owens, 330 acres
o nthe Wissahickon, ingide the park
lines; and 1445 neres outside the
|lines, at $350 per dcre, §1,678.26.
Charles Elkin, 50/100ths of an #cre
inside:; 521/000ths outside, $380.50.

Dr. George T, Barker 941/00ths
inside; 171/00ths outside, $738.50.
| Executors of F, L. John, lot iIn
[ Miffiin village, $265.17. John Live-
‘zey, mills, dwelling houses, 46 acres
of land: 24 acres inside, and 22.T

| outside the park, $32,500. Connect-
. ing railway, east and west side of
| | Schuylkill, $21,500,

Evan Prowattan, on the Wissa- |
hickon, $33,000. Willlam Gordon
Kitchen, on the Wissahickon,
500, Mrs. M. 8. Wetherill, on
Wissahickon, $3,200

One week later, on May 21, 1873,

353-" i
the {

| fire was discovered in the mills of

‘sarah Greenwood on the Wissa-
ihickon, opposite to High Rock
| (Lover's Leap). The mill was in
operation at the time and the own-
er had been notified by the Park

Commission that the mills would be!

the most interesting {
whole business was the low price
paid by City Councils for the en-
tire group of parcels of properties,

The Art Gallery, at the Green
stteet entrance to Fairmount Park
Has cost the taxpayers mote that
the entire Wissahickon Valley from
the Schuylkill to Fort Waslington
has cost. The White man drove
the Indian from the banks of the
Wissaehickon and as fate willed it
at the time of the condemnation of
of the Wissahickon Mills, two of
them were under contract to fur-
nish blankets to the Indians,
through the Government’s Depart-
ment of the Interior.

e »
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WONDERS OF MUSIC
off

From the tuned piano’s

1 éarned of how a man's soul
sings;

Of how a prayer can be Ex-

pressed,
And the kiss of loye—st s
tenderest! ;
1 visioned life and the keen
heart-throbs,

atid sobs;
Within the mist there were
bird-songs fine, .
That brought me 'pichures:ﬂaﬁ‘nﬁ
tree and vine =
And the winged.song rises and
then if sinks : A
To the dove’s dim coo mear the
river-brinks, i
The Wissahickon, in rippling
song, :
1s here before me, dancing
along, _ \ '
As the :;;_tmed pianist shows his

That touches sven the coldest
heart, ’

’ only own,
By right of capture, and
that alone, !
For in it's heard—f{hough we
cannof see—

|

In nights of care with their tears |
d .

Such music a master can j

The tunes of the earth, the air
and sea,

Angd through it all we can

cateh a gleam My

of all God’s wonders, as M

5, dream. ey

L Al G




Philadelphia
Riders and Drivers Association

Organized ExgcuTive OFFICES
December 16, 1921 Franklin Trust Building
Incorporated Chesinut at 15th Street
March 23, 1922 Philadelphia

WISSAHICKON DAY

SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1929
Three o'clock

Acomm invitation is extended to all the
public to join in the annual demonstration
on Saturday afternoon, May 25th, with those
organizations who have as their chief object the
preservation of the Upper Wissahickon.

Ride, drive, hike or motor there. Automo-
biles may enter the Drive via Roxborough or
Chestnut Hill, and “park” at Valley Green.

Those who ride or drive will join the lines at
Allen’s Lane on the Upper Wissahickon Drive
at 2.30 o'clock.

Those who wish to "hike” may approach the
Wissahickon via trolley route 23 to Chestnut
Hill; to Springfield Avenue; to Valley Green;
or route 53 to the Lower Wissahickon or the
Cresheim Creek Section.

The procession will move promptly at 3 o’clock,
rain or sunshine.

Yours very truly,

Francis B, BRackEeN,
Chairman Wissahickon Ddy Commitice

1921

Wissahickon
Day

1929




“More Hoof Beaits”

E——

“Preserve the Wissabickon”

Philadelphia Riders and
Drivers Association

Officers
Honorary Presidens Heomorary Vice-President
Hox. J. Wiiris MarTiN Frepesic H, STRAWBRIDGE
WiLLiaM F, METZGER, President
E. T. StoTesBurY, 15t Vice-Pres. WALTER G. SIBLEY, 3rd Vice-Pres.
WiLtiam WaLLace, 2ad Vice-Pres, AnNa K. JoHNSON, Secretary-Treasurer
“Board of Governors
FraNcIs B, BRACKEN SamueL F. HoustoN WitLiam F, MeETZGER
Fravcrs M, BrOOKE Anna K. JorNsON Harry W, MiLLER
WaLTER BRiccs J. G. LetPer, Jr. WaLTEr G. SiBLEY
C. C. CooLBAUGH E. E. MARSHALL E. T. STOTESBURY
Haeey K. CORTRIGHT THoMmas S, MaRTIN Freperic H. STRAWBRIDGE
Mas. Warter C, Hancock  SamurLl McDoweLL C. HENDERSON SUPPLER
THoMas F, Hanvey B. F. MECHLING WILLIAM WALLACE
<

The Friends of the Wissahickon
Wissahickon Valley Historical Society
Geographical Society of Philadelphia
Germantown Site & Relic Society
Wagner Free Institute of Science
“Botanical Society of Peansylvania
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
Wissahickon Bird Club
The Wanderlust Club
Back-to-Nature Club
These organizations are co-operating with the PHILADELPHIA RIDERS AND
DRriIVERS ASSOCIATION in the preservation of the Wissahickon.

Their members will hike on the Wissahickon on Wissabickon Day. For
starting point and route of hike, please communicate with the Chair-
man or Secretary of the organization to which you belong.

(Committee on Wissabickon “Day

Faancis B. Brackew, Chairman

Friperic L. BALLARD Miss ANNE STRAWBRIDGE
Samuer Houston Brown Francis R. STRAWBRIDGE
Mivton C, Coorer Faeperic H. STRAWBRIDGE
WiLriam A, M. Fuirer WiLLiam WALLACE
SamuseL F. HoustoN Miss Frances A, WisTer
WiLLram F. Merzoer Miss Herex K. Yerxes
»
Marshals and T heir Horses
Chief Marshal

B. F. MECHLING and “HicH WiND"

Weston D. BAYLEY and ''JAY Boy'*
C. C. CooLBAUGH and ""Meapow Lark'*
SAMUEL EARLEY and "'SKY Top"
P, JoHN GALBRAITH and ''STARLIGHT"
MarTYN R, HENNE and "'Spun™

Joun D, HoWLEY and ""Sik Ropsrr""
WiLriam H. IVENS axd ““TEDDY""
Joun M. KeNngDY and *'PrINcEss Par'”
CHEsTin W, LARNMR and ""CEDAR Repn'*
Amos Y. LesHER gnd "SuNNY Boy'"

Frank R. MAacKLIN and “Brazeaway"
P. R. MARKLEY and ""MusKaTem''
WALTER G. SiBLEY and “NYANZA'
C. HeNDERSON SUPPLEE and “'CHECKERS"
WiLLiAM WALLACE and *'Brruminous'
Crarence R, WHITMAN and "'BETTY"™

Automebiles may “park” at Valley Green

Parade will be reviewed at Valley Green at 3.15



THE WISSAHICKON
Radio Talks
«Preserve the Wissahickon”

R

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Monday, May 13, 3.30 P. M.
W% Mm. A, C. CHADWICK, JR.
Wissahickon Valley Historical Sociery
"The Lower Wissabicken'

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Friday, May 17, 3.30 P. M.

Mnr. A. C. CHADWICK, JR. 2
* Wissahickon Valley Historical Society
"The Wissabickon—From Linceln Drive
o Livezey's Lane’*

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Monday, May 20, 3.30 P. M,
% Mnu, A, C. CHADWICK, JR,
Wissahickon Valley Historical Society
"Philadelpbia’'s Valley Green”

WLIT, Lit Brothers, Wednesday, May 22, 5.30 P. M.
Mg. THOMAS G. PARRIS
Germantown Site & Relic Society
"Romantic Wonderland—The Wissabickon™

WIP, Gimbel Brothers, Thursday, May 23, 4.00 P. M.
Mz, Wn. Hengy TROTTER
Wissahickon Bird Club
"The Birds of the Wissabivkon

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Friday, May 24, 3.30 P. M.
MR. A. C. CHADWICK, JR,
*— Wissahickon Valley Historical Sociery
"The Upper Wissabickon'

s

The Wissahickon is Philadelphia’s beawtiful playground, abounding
in beauty at all seasons of the year, whether it be blossom
time or when the snow adoms the woodland
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Benjamin Franklin Plémmﬂl 1o

Have Winsa]ﬁckon Waters

. Flow into the Home of Philadelphians

—h

] By JOHN M, SICRINGER
- Have you ever stopped to consider
‘that if Benjamin Franklin eould
hxve had his way, that there would
no Wissahickon Creek Park fo
talk of and admire?
| Dr. Pranklin foresaw ‘the need
ol purs water thal would be leit as
[the ity became more densely popu-
M and In his will provided that

ane ol hig accumulative legaeies,
Fafter one hundred years, should he!
'um for introducing the water of
thuw}mh’imn Creek to the Gity!
The suggestion was more useful
hian, the legacy. The attention of

# puble was drawn to the subject.
and one of the objecls of the old
Sohuylkill and Delaware Canal, in-
( rated in 1792, two years after
klin's death, was to conduct
walers of the Schuylkill into the
from the level of Conshiohock-
. This attempt failed and the
jeet was also deem-

%
g8
B g
g5
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itl, was a solntjon to the prob—

: df'ful of earth was tnmed
- exeavation of the first public

ma.na.ndacreditt-ohi:\dtymd
followers, The future lay very glear
pefore him. But this generatiog’s
officials’ slogan seems fo be
day, go day. God send Sunday,”
| s, one humlred and forty yea.rs
' after Ben's death, owr water queu-
liplll:ﬂl Navigation Company's|tion is siill unsolved.

If “Poor Richard” had suceeeded

in his idea there would be & small
army of persons working daily re~
meving deposits
bish which Hoat down the stremm
ﬁcﬂiowing each vainstorm,

of mud and rub-

1t wouldn't be so bad if there

were someone, today, to leok out
for the water rights of the public,
Winter has never found the Schuyl-
kil river so
apparently unable 'to recover from
its iass&s caused by last surnmer’s!
d:ought and the outlook for the|
coming hot months is bad, unless’
the food gates of the he&\ranx open
up and give us several steady days'
downpsur, in nrder o reﬂII the
rivers and springs.

low, before. It was!

Franklin wns a mentally active

P-ly-172%

9 "// ~1F5/
Discuss Old 3%
War Story

Miss Domthea Weckerley Radﬂ
views “Pemberton”, a Rev-.
olutionary Rom'ance, For

"I

(evening at the home of Mrs. H. F.

‘Helen and Isabella,

Members of The Vmsa-r
- hickon Valley Historical
| Society. '

Henry Peterson’s romantic and
historical novel, ‘f&mberbon" was
the subject of a review, given b;r
Miss Dorothea Wec’aﬁwﬁ.’r‘ at
meeting of the Wissghickon V&iiaxr
| Historical Soclely, held on

nbucker, 438 Lyceum avenue.
Miss Weckerley's desuﬁpﬁnm 51

the British Colonel

Tbm
grave;of Major John Andre Eem!-

novel, which
!is written as of the time of the
American Revolution.

Thereﬂawer‘sprﬂsenfl?ehrson!s
style and ability to depict the
scenes of the Wissahickon Creek

thmchsrahterso!the

dissapointed
Arnold and the heroic self-sacrifice

aanal in the United States,
& the old Sehuylkill and Dela-
ve Canal, intended to connect the
rivers, and ‘also to supply water
the eitizens of Philadelphin, Tor
Mg latter purpoge the canal way
toiha taken to the Quaker Cily on
one leyel, without any locks. The)
ny wag chartered on the 10th
fil, 1792, After completing
some 15 miles of the most difficult
sections, with an  expenditure of
mmm the undertaking was
: d, the prineipal stockhold-
1S being, hemselves, involved in
dal difficulties. The com-
:any—wen in that day—was after-
ward merged with the Union Canal
‘Company, and the Schuylkill Navi-

‘gation Company.

¥es, if Franklin had been permit-

ted to have his way, the ick-
pn would today be ane vast dam of |
jtmi of the beautiful pa.tk'
B
'.!'he present day depression has }
provided plenty of work for unem-
- men, who are daily occupied
cleaning up this popular piay-
l. Dead timbers of every de-
tion are being removed and cut|
stove wood lengths, by the men
heen umh}e to ﬂnd other

VALLEY GREEN

V3

Nestled in the rolling hills,
Cuddléd close to Nature's
‘breast,
Distant from the eity’s ills,
Peace, confentment, qulet, rest,

Quaintly sitting ‘neath the hem- |
R

Near where Wissahickon fows,

Far away from where crude men
et
Rules of God, which they
~ oppose.
Birds, both small and large, are
present,

Near, and on, the waters clear,

Sunlight sends shades iridescent,

_ Changed through seasons of
the year.

Mecca of the traveler, tired,

Be he walking or a’'mount,
Here the soul and mind’s in-
Past all humankind's account,

Here iz calm for meditation,
Silence forms a quarantine,
From the work-day world's vex-

of the British Major Andre, formed
& delightful discourse,

The book was published, first in
1872 and reldtes to the adventures|
of John Andre, who zeal in wm:kmg
for his king and country—and in
the novel, to raise himself to a

ation,
Here 1s truce—at Valley: Gireen,
e ——

position where he might marry the
‘girl of his choice—led him into a
situation, where he was ared
by the Continentals atd e«saemmd as
‘a military 5py. R

= s et e A,

T
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Attempted to Builda
Radroad in Wissahickon Vauey‘

Edgar Thomson, Civil Engmeer, Made a Survey of the
Gorge for Messrs. Livezey, Rittenhouse
and Thomas

Sehuylkill Wissahickon. The:
excess of cost Is chiefly owing to the
sharp curves in the banks of these
streams. Upon the Wissahickon,
where this remark more particular-
Iy applies, it will be necessary in

instances, in order not to
damin!sh the radius of curyature of
the road below 400 feet, to incur
deep excavations, in othm to oc-.
cupy the bed of the stream.

“The course of the stream from
Pefer Robinson's to Spring Mill
Valley is bounded by steep and rocky
hills, with, generally, a narrow flat
on one or the other of its margins,
If; f.hereiore. the direction of the
iine is changed. to suit this feature
of the valley the places that appear
almast  insurmountable can he
avoided without incurring any
great expense, This was done by
crossing the creek at three points),
viz., near Rit ‘s, Longstreth’s

Railroads—the bullding of them
or the merging of one with an-
other—ig not entirely new, as is
evidenced by an old newspaper elip-
ping, dated February 3rd, 1831—a
century ago.
The article, referred to, relates to
a railroad to be buill along the|some
Schuylkill river, and Wissahickon
Creek, and reads as follows:
“In his report to Messrs. Livezey,
Ritfenhouse, Thomas and others, as
to his survey for a railroad to Nov-
ristown, via the Valley of the Wis-
sahickon Creek, Jn. Edgar Thom-
son, civil engineer, finds the aver-
age cost of road formation from|
Peters' Island,
chains, would be $8,145 per mile,
from Broad and Vine streets, Phila-
delphia, 19 miles and 30 chains,
§7,220 per mile. The total cost of
the led from Philadelphia
wonld be $139,885, to which would
be added $160,812.50 for laying rails,
these were wooden rails plated
iron, and $237,537.50 if stone

tenhouse
a.nd below Yardley's Mills, In two,

<« 1YapP
/

‘ T IHISTORIANS TO MEET

Coin Falls From
“The First Purchasers of Roxborough
Land” will be the ttle of a hlatorlcﬁ.l

. Heart of Tree
paper which will be reddb y Joaeph 8,

John M, Slckinger, of Conarroe wmiles, to the members and friends of
street and Marision ayenue, receiv- ¢hs Wissshickon Valley Historical So-
ed a load of kindling wood from giety, in the Post Room at Hattal-Tay-
the Committee for the TLess For- ;m- Post, Pechin Street and Lyceum
Atunate of the 215t Ward, tt-'.l'hlch WE Avenue, tomorrow night,
cut from fallen chestnut trees {

e Wimioibton wooks e paper i e stsied by o

VWhile splitting one billet to a boundary lines of the original eleven
‘smaller size, on Friday last, Mr. | sections, in regard to the present day

streets.

Bickinger, who is better known
hereabouts as “Bickie,” was sur- -
prised when a flattened copper coin
dropped from a “knothole,” or what
might have been the junction of

a branch of the tree. Upon ex-
amination the e¢oin was found to
‘have once beéen a copper penny. on
the back of which & New York
Imerchent had stamped his adver-
tisement, as follows: “EKnoops

immwmg Mr. Miles' dmourse Major
Thomas S. Martin, president of the
Soclety. will give an informal taik or
subject concerning days which haw
past.

Segars and Tobacco, 131 Bowery, N.
| ¥, 1863

fiow the coin came to be there
I8 a mystery, but it is thought to
have fell into the croteh of & young

f

Historical Soeiety to Inspee
Valley Green and Livezey
Mansion ]

PUBLIC IS ASKED TO GO

Bach season of the year brings new
charms to the lovers of the Wissa-
hickon valley, but very few venture.
mtothermsmmmahadominthc
night time, so the members of the|
Wissahickon Valley Historical Soclety
ix:ve arranged a hike, making use of

8 sllvery 1 torthenarvmmm.,
Invite all w‘ﬁ desire 1o m]
them to meet 4t Ridge and i
avenues, at 7 P, M., m&he:: pmmn—-
ting, next Friday.

The party will go down Wise's Mill
lane and will arrive at Valley Green
at 715 P. M. They will then go down
the path to the Devil's Pool, at the.
mouth of the Cresheim. Joseph wlq
will tell of the associations atts .

 Qut in the moonlight along the '

siliickon, with the company of loeal
admirers, and having its charms and
associatlon revealed under the o
romantic canmts::m. should be a treat
of o life-time, and a good number gre
expected 10 be there.

Arriving at the Livezey Mansion, the
famous old place will be thrown open
to the visitors, through the courtesy
of the membere of the Valley Green
Canoe Club, who are juaﬂy VETY pm
of the historical associations of this
old mansion, their hesdquarters for
many years. Apmontwmeiﬁ'
as far back as 1606, and another ad-
dition in 1717 and possibly in 1748,
Also of the Great Livezey Mill, built,
In 1717, by Thomas Shoemaker, and
:«;ﬁ to Thomas Liverey, October 10.

“There probably will never be sns
other npportumty of this kind,’
Mr. Miles, “and everyone _mmm
‘should uﬂnga with his f 1o




MOONLIGHT HIKE
MOST ENJOYABLE

Party Visits Valley Green, Dev-
ilI's Pool and Historic Live-
zey Mansion

CANOEISTS PLAY HOSI
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William F. Dixon. Former|
21st  Ward Councilman.
Who Was Born Along the|
Wissahickon. Tells Some
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secomnd of tha
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reference
to “Spookv Hallow” wh he saild
was a genuine “sponk farm,” in the
first ravine. alonz the Wissahickon.:
above the Pro Bao uhlico foun-
tain, “Beleve It or not.! said the
former Counciiman, "soooks were
there for I, myself, haye seen them.
T challenee anvone to 2o thern alone

at midnight, to disnrove my words.
But thev mus
davs prior to the
. and until sometime latar
were not as convenlent or as well
anninned as the of modern times
ixon had to travel 214 miles
Mill Ros nd down the
Ridee road to the Old Andorra
Behool, just below Parker avenue to
his preliminary edn
he speaker read an art
the old Philadelphin Pre of May
, 1868, In whic thal a|
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COND HIKE SET
FOR THIS FRIDAY
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iIf the
night, De
There will be t ssaliickon
Hall by A. €. Chadwl fool of
the Hermits CGilen by J, K Helmes, at
Log Cabin by J. lwood Barrett, and
on Hermit y Joseph 8
e Hermit's Glen, in-
5 will ‘be glven, snd
Wil be n recltation by Mra. J,
wid  Barrett, and the sihging of
IETMAR il
erybady s invited to meet ut Ricyge
svenue und the Bridle Path, but In case
inplement weather, the hike will be
¢ The hike will Jenve Ridge
eviue, promptly at 745 P, M.
e e e e,
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Joseph “Rooty” Smith Possessed Talent of Converling
Queer-Shaped Growths Inm Oh]ects on Interest

Up the Wissahickon Drive, mid-
way between Gypsy lane and the
New Memorial Bridge at Henry ave-
nue, there is a triangular streteh of
lawn, with a background of thickly
intertwined underbrush, which the
wlder Park Guards often term “The
' e This cleared space was
Oﬁﬁ wveted by & building knowr ag
Ma.ph Bprings Hotel,
was erected shortly
- War, with timber:

other cognomen, which old residents
u!‘ this aaoﬂon still remember. As
s
£ B more
ooty” Smith.

. Bmith was a seﬂ-taught seulptor,
mﬁ a natural Jack-of-all-trades and
‘mechanician. The hero of our tale
lwas flrst discovered in the depths of
@ mine in the anthracite coal re-
gion, at the brisk mining town of
mland His mission there was to
feach the colliers the beneficent in-
fluences of Art. “See this twisted
[mel-rmt” he would say, lecturing

to & group of blackened miners over|

a circle of “glasses all 'round.”
"'.l‘uyour uninstructed eyes it
a.mereahapelassmg but
itn it over, give a hitch to its
L mdjerkto!tsh let the
Iha?e

- ject in the animal
lom, mry possible bird, reptile,
! , together with the
e OTEW of Demonology, was ren-
et or emaatured In the collec-

ventor had his jocular anecdote or
legend. Curiosities from the mines,
and mysterious-looking bas-rellefs in
hard coal, resembling Egyptian idols
‘of basalt, were added to the geries.
Not too proud to prop his artistic
‘career with a practical bagls of

trade, this Phidias of the moun-
tains kept a house of éntertainment;

 saw a gok

ltupwith

themﬂeaawood

ichanged into a2 form of
‘result of this singular ind

on the nest squirrels and wood-
tortoises, with many a gueer animal
which it would require a new Adam
to name, squitmed and writhed
over the walls and shelves.

There were large mirror-frames
composed ‘entirely of the dropping,
necks and tapering heads of snakes;
others seemed like families of birds
nests, out of which the ctinning eyes
of brooding hen-birds were lifted.

In the midst was the family por-
trait gallery of His Satanic Majesty;

- eloguence impartially,

he was always ready to drop hi§ Mr. and Mrs. Beelzebub, with the

knive and chisel for the duties of relgning princes of their dynasty in
hospitality, and poured out ale and| China, India, Mexico, and Africa,
When the were set up in the most accurate
collection had swelled to many! likeness, and the most appalling
hundreds, the genius found his| abundance. Of each hero the pro-
gphere among the colliers too cone  prietor knew the inmost history
tracted. Emerging from the mines, the mest discreditable story, and
he moved eastward mthanms .often, taking a figure in his hand,

| laurels to the valley of the Wissa- (he would make it turn, and jump

] 'ﬂf Pennsylvania and Maryland. In/
* every znaﬂed roof, or complicated

hickon, and established himself as
the unrivaled artist and landiord of
Maple Spring. He converted this lo-
cal hostelry into a kind of Pros-,
g;:msgmtta All the imps and fam-

of the Black Arl seem to have

congregated around his person. To
hm seen him in the midst of his
demoniac congress, say old-timers,
was to have appreciated the witches’
Sabbath of Faust, One would ask
for the proprietor, and with somie
litfle ceremony the barman would
lead the way to the mysterious cre-
ator of so many phantasmal exig-
tences; standing there for you ta
ook at him curiosity,

“Father” Smith, as the colllers used|
to call him, was a personage of in-
calulable vears, all except his hair,
which continued to be young eath
Christmas. He was a compact, active
man, with flexible hands and &
quizzical face thatched over with
& suberb collecilon of dark loeks,
as glossy and serpentine as his own
bunches of laurel-roots.

- 'The museum, into which he intro-
guced you, was simply & gallery of

wooden monstrosities, dug
m‘n; of the wild laurel thickets

branch, the prolific fancy of the|

‘and hide, and run, in illustration of

the proper point of his leeture.
On a balcony, around the outside
of the building, the inexhaustible
artisan made a great series of
stained Gothic wmdaw;;m ingenteu ;:—;y
patched out of re
ments afugolored glass; and the
view from those casements com-

'manded a singular system of ter-

races, fountains, cascades, rock-
works, labyrinths snd flower-beds,
laid out on the slope of the hill, by
the same tireless genius. It was
little wonder that “Rooty” Smith
firmly helieved and openly

that his museum was the most mar<
velous affair in the world, and sin-
cerely felt that the Fairmount Park

1| Commission, in 1869 acquived title !:e
| the property, that it

it should pm*-
chage the collection from him a!,
a good sum for the perpetual ben-
efit and instructioh of the peopm
of Philadelphia.

SCCAFE.
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The Wissahickon

The tyro who attempts a fask

Which seems too much, his skill, to
ask,

While meditating on the feat,

Will feel his heart m sumult beat.

8o 1, with throbbing, sinking soul.

Assume the poet-s aaring role,

To humbly sing of stream and share,

And old-time Wissahickon lore.

Through scenes of steepest Alpine
charm,

Past ruined mill and hillside farm

The Wissahickon's walers flow;

‘Neath bridges which are old and low,

Or lofty spans, whose arches' strength,

Support thelr graceful, leaping length;

Or flow past lanes of early days,

In gquiet or In racing ways.

By groves, where woody giants try

To reach the fleecy-clouded sky,

Where dense, dark banks of shrub and
fern

Hide bare rock-faces, cold and stern,

By spruce and poplar, larch and pine,

Lattice-trimmed with clinging vine;

O%er falls, and through the shady
pools,

Past cliffs, which gleam with garnet
jewels,

They flow past Monastery, old,

Of which religious tales are told,

And pass the caves of pious men,

Who sought secluslon In & glen;

And here, ‘tis sald, from high was
thrown,

The holy Eelpius' Wisdom Stone.

Past Lover's Leap, where Lippard
writes,

He wed a mald, by Indian rites,

Canoes which ply this spring-fed
stream,

Gondolas gay, of Venice seem;

When distant Church-chiimes peal out
clear,

It’s Belglum’s carillons 1 hear.

My make-believe continues still,

And makes a castle of the mill,

Where Livezey In his peaceful nook,

Philosophlzed near babblicg brook.

An eng'ne crosses o'er High Bridge.
Whick ‘owers just above the Ridge;

Its warning signal smites my ear,

A blast that wekens sleeping fear;
For In the quietness of the dell,
Where calmness always seems to dwell;
It's such a weird, unearthry thing,
Like fabled ogre’s whistling.

In days of dim and distant past,
When nets for finny tribes were cast,
The State in Schuylkill Pishing Club,
For sport and feasting was a hub.
The house, they say, was once a mill
And by good luck, it's standing still
Where Wissahickon vows its troth
And joins the Schuylkill River's froth.

Fond day dreams, which are ever plain,
Traverse the highways of my braln.
Betimes they come with martial ring
Of troopers madly galloping,

When Armstrong and his patriot band,
Who fought to free our favored land,
Attacked the Hesslans on the hill
Behind the ancient Robeson Mill,

Sometimes McLane, the British goad,

Would use a Wissahickon road.

Down which his sllent scouts would
speed,

Esch mounted on a foaming steed,

En route to burn abatis line,

And send chills down a Redcoat's
spine,

His phantom ralds of mystery,

Will always live in history.

and Morgan's riflemen would file,
Through Wissahickon's [orest aisle:
Or Fitz, with Chester County band,
Would come to raid surrounding land.
A.d here was heard, o'er splash of falls,
As patriots battered Chew House walls,
The mufficd sound: of bitter fight
At Germantown from dawn to night.

Roxborough's Green Boys, nallve folk
Whao helped to shea the tyrant's yoke,
Would congrezate at Levering's Inn,
Before thelr spying would begin.
With stealth they'd make some hill's
descent
For messages “Mom™ Rinker sent,
And pass them on to Washington,
Who planned to make Howe's soldiers
run.

A little creek, which adds its foam,

Had, near its source, Pastorlus’ home.

Where harassed Friends from foreign
climes

Found happiness in py-gohe times,

Here Rittenhouse, the Mennonite,

From rags made paper clean and white;

And here opne morn, where hemlocks
BWAY,

A star-sage first saw light of day.

And writers tell how Indian tribes,
Cast out by Civillzatlon’s gibes,

Left “Yellow River's green-clad vale,
To travel down the sunset trail,
Heartbroken, from their favgred haunt,
When told by white men, “Go! Avaunt!”
The musle of the stream no more,
Would lure them to its spumy shore.

The hearts in every savage breast

«Atrophied, as they staried west;

No more would they hunt bear or deer,
Or capture fish, with net or spear;
Nor would they in a bark cange,
Clenve swift caseadian waters through.
It seems, to me, a sud-voiced tale,
The way the Indians left the vale.

In boyhood's days, with playmates
dear,

I waded In the waters clear,

And, clambering up the hills we'd rove

Through darkest shadows of a grove,

Some songbird causing us to pause,

To pierce the forest's Inky jaws:

And then, with Nature's beauly, cloyed,

We watched steel mongers, at Pencoyd.

We often roamed on summer nights,

With sweethearts deur. 'meath Luna's
lights;

Their forms, In drzams, before me glide,

As T recall the moonlit tide;

Some arms, by chance, slipped 'round
the waist,

Of girlish figures, slimly graced,

And nestling close, with joy complete,

Their vaclllating lips would meet.

Its tree-filled confines form a cage,

For feathered netors, on Life's stage.

There Yellow Throats, and Warblers,
gay,

There Chats, and Wrens. and Sparrows
gray,

There Cardinals and speeding Swal-
lows.

Are fAltting In 1tz leafy hollows.

Kingfishers, Thrushes, Hawks and
Crows,

Are scen along 1ts green hedgerows.

Woodpeckers' taps are offen heard,
And hoot of Owr, that dismal bird;
II nature-iovers look, they'll see,
A Titmouse and & Wood Pewee,
Or Golden Pheasant wings his way,
To meet his mate, In plumage gay.
It’s just the place where Audubon
Would most assuredly be drawn.

But summer flies, and frost descends,
To tint the trees with color-blends
Of green and yellow, brown and red.
A leafy rainbow,” someone's sald,
A painter, using greatest art,

Could never make his brush impart
The tale of wondrous beauty found
In Fairmount’s Wissahickon ground

Autumnal =cenes before me pass,

The stream is now a floor of glass,

For Winter's wand, within a trice,

Transtormed the water Into lee,

The graceful skaters speed along,

With shout, and laugh, and merry
BONE;

The sgkillful, with unusual ease,

Describing curious traceries,

Tue snow is hard-packed on the roads,

And sleighs flash past, with happy
loads,

And rondhouse keepers, cheery hosts,

Serve warming foons to those who
coast.

On low bob-sled, a straining horse,

Is dragging youths on glittering course;

To have a wag, in boyish prank,

Spill sled and all in snowy bank,

Unleashed by warmth and rain, the
rills,

Now rush down o'er the oozing hills,
And swollen by the melting snow,
The waters, onee more, start to flow.
They're like a beast, released at last
At end of long and steady fast,
Which roars and leaps; in liberty,

To speed again towards the sea,

Our human souls ofttimes despalr,
When loaded down with worldly care;
It's then I crave the solltude,

In which to shed my worried mood
Oh, I will never cease to praise,

The workings of God's wondrous ways;
In Wissahickon’s shadows lurk,

The proof of His own handiwork.
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Wants to Explore
Wissahickon
Caverns

Glassnevin has frequently quoted
‘the name of the Wissnhickon as hav-
ing been changed to "Missis Hig- |
gins" by someone who built a cas-

tle . at Wissahickon Village some
\years since, and quotes that one o#
these names signifies muddy water.!
I thin am going to put one ove
on our friend Jim by quoting thed
|nama applied to the stream by the,
Seventh-day Baptists, in 1728, when
[they baptized numerous converis to'
(their faith In the “Wiskohlkung,”
near Germantown. '
These Seventh-day Baplists made
a pilgrimage from Ephrata, Lancas-
(ter Qounty, where they still wor-
ship In the same faith and have

their cloisters for the brothers and |
elsters who wish to live the life of |

single blessedness. Brother Zerfass,
who was for several years chaplain
of the State House of Representa-
tives, is their leader and is an in-

teresting character with his large
'stature and stentorian voice. {
Getting back to the “Wiskoh!-'
kung,” or muddy water, T am Inform-/
ad by Colonel Martin, secretary of
the Park Commission, that Kelpius
and his Mystics had a cave in whfchqf
they held their devotions, near Her-
imit lane, just'above where old Log|
Cabin bridge crossed the stream un-|
il the freshet of of 1872 washed)

Jhe bridge away. The cave is Btill|
In existence #nd was recently ren-
pvated ‘by the Park Commissiod,,

rubbish cleanad out and insida w;ﬂa

plastered so that it would be pre-}

served from portions falling and
eventnally the whole thing falllng
Yo decay and being lost to poster-

ity,
An 0il Discovery

‘Some of our old-timers think they
remember the Pletists' caves being’
situated up in the neighborhood of
Kitchen lane, on the Roxborough
side of the stream. I am informed
by Colonel Martin, that this is a
mistake,

when Coal Oil Johmnie, the discov-
erer of oil in Northern Tannsylva-
‘nia, made one of his carousing

its to Philadelphia, someone

Imn up the “Wiskok

He informs me that about 1859,

‘Tyler,
perintendent of Hood Cemetery, at
Logan street and Germantown ave-
nue, well remembers when he was
a boy, some sixty years back, going
up there with a party of friends and
Iacmmmﬁd by & hunting dog. The
latter entered the ecave-like opening
in the side of the hill and evidently
penetrated some distance beyond
the point at which the boys . 'mn'a|
forced to stop, because of a deep,
pool of water.

The dog swam the pool and con-
'tinned, for some time, barking| |
ialong the way until his baying sound-
ed very faint in the distance.

Friend Tyler believes he can :
locate thé cave, and he has o d-
to act as guide to a party GM‘&.
timers who are still able to take d
long hike.

I think-we will take along a nluk
and shovel, so that 1f it is neces.
sary to open the passage way we
shall be prepared.

We have decided Lo allow A
friend Glassnevin to carry the ple k
and to make use of it when the%me- |
cesslty arises. Being an old plumb-
er, he ghould feel honored in having
been selected to perform the honor
roll of this voyage of discovery,

. Anyone wishing to join this eld-
timers' jaunt who will correspond |
with the writer, will ‘be informed of |
time and place for the journey (nto
the wilds of “Wiskohikung,"

Road Hnuses of Bygone Dayln

Glassnevin has referred to the|
*suds” which were formerly dlspﬁ&
ed at the road houses anlong &
stream, I am rather sorry for this,
as I believe we should never rémeém-
ber disagreeable thinga
life’s travels, particularly in con
‘tlon with something so sublime,as
'the scenery of the valley of our syl-
‘van "Wiskohlkung,” but as he has |
shown such a want of good tastelas
to mention commonplace beer in the

M‘ln Bridge Hotsl, wiwre thay-w
/& collection of bears, American eag-
les, monkeys and other denllm at

field and forest, until about 1870,
l‘a.rmeI up - stream, above Ritten.
house street entrance, on the rlzhtl
slde of the road, ‘there was & fault
iin the rock formation which aeniet-
ed a fair face of an Indian.
. Then came the old red-covered
bridge, which was replaced with one
/built of stone about 1891, ;

I well remember the Megargee pa-
per mill some distance above, and
have a faint recollection of a few
,more mills on the upper stream. = |

.~ Valley Green Hotel and Sands’ In-
dian Rock Hotel were at all times
the regsorts for the drivers of fast
‘horses. They will all look back at
the sociable tlmes spent at those re-
er&

Memories of Tedyuskung

While in Pittston, Pa, a few
months since, I ran across a monu-
|ment erected to the memory of Ted-
yuskung, who was closely connected
with past history of the “Wiskohl-
kung.” The story used to be told tha.i!‘
'he was being chased by a party of
(whites, at one time, and"in order to
#scape he leaped from Indian Rock
{down Into the stream and got away.
‘He became a disreputablé character
jand a nuigance,to the white gettlers,
dnd was eventually transferred, with
hig | tribe of Lenni Lenape Indians,
(ko the neighborhood of the Susque-
|hanm River, mnear Wilkes-Barre,
where he died in a drunken brawl
‘when his cabin caught fire and
burned to the ground.

It seems strange that a monument
should be erected to guch a discepu-
table character. Strange that a halo
of picturesqueness can be thrown,
around such a representative of the
red man's race as Sitting Bull, in
order to raise funds to rear a mon-
ument to him, when his zreatest
work in lile was the brutal and In-

game breath as our beloved stream
-of pute cold water, which will al-
ways leave you in possession of
your senses and, at the same time.l
plake the thirst of the thirstiest
mortal, I am forced to lowsr myself
to his level, for the time being, and
tell some of the interesting facts
which come to mind about the road
houses along the stream.

The first snow of the seagon was
always the cause of awakening the
|interest of the drivers of fast hors-

A bottle of champagne was the In-
ducement offered to the firat driver
who should reach “Rube” Sands’ In-
dlan Rock Hotel, or Baha's, at the
Ridge avenue entrance to the “Wis-
kohikung,” 1t is needless to say
that I wad never so fortunate as to
win a bottle of the sparkiing
even though Glagsnevin ¢
credit :nr having Wvﬂ

es in and about this city of Pennm, |

d children.

“Fhere are many interesting fac

iich could be rvelated by some of

anr old-timers abaut the past of the
skohikunk” which I believe your

raaders would gladly welcome. Let

human treatment of white wome:

will open up their stora houses of
istory about the old stream, so that
eir knowledge will not go to the
ve untold.

Would keep Out the Crowds
Once more I want to protest

&hapa that some of our old friends
1

\against popularizing the “Wiakohi-
(kung.”
to vote in favor of fencing it off and
admitiing only by card, in order to
{preserve it in its pristine beauty for
‘all time to come, and for the benefit
Iﬁl‘ gocterl:y

T could actually be induced

1 think af ninkle boht!m
aai!

' m &ked__m

J1



nln n;;:f ihsﬂnohhb! I
spring of drin when [
think of hearing mthuiﬁnn. ‘Hun-

garian, Czecho-Slovakian, Italian and
Groek.uwe!laatmwmm
spoken undér

trees and along the banks of the
stream, and seeing clothing hung on
the bushes and lower limbs of the
trees, 1 can ounly cry out with holy
horror against these possibilities. |

We must realize I.'hatt[.i weith;wo a
ireas pogsession which 9 our
duty mrume tor all time. There
{s not another city in this wide,
wide country which has such a spot
within its limits nor within miles of
its environs, Why not take the ne-
| cesgary precautions in time and in-
sure this picturesque bit of wild na-
lture from being despoiled and ruin-
led by those who cannot, in the ma-
ture of things, really enjoy and ben

{ thereby?
o 4 F. B. STUTZ

k56!31-1, Na“;hall atreet.

{, 4 i 0
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LOVER'S LEAP HIKE
HIGHLY ENJOYABLE

n
'Fine Weather Favors Local
i

Historians’ Moonlight
Expeditinn

‘OVER 200 GO ON JAUNT

———ra
A more dekghtful evening could
not have poen desired for the
moonlight hike by the Wissahickon
Valley Historienl Society last Iei-
day evening. The moon was fall,
the sky was clear, the alr was
balmy. g

A few people met nt Hermit lane
and the Ridge oand after a few
words of historieal interest by
Joseph 8. Miles, secretary of the
gociety, they wenl to the first turn
of Hermit lane where a few more
words were said, then they moved
on to the second turn, the number
all the while growing largen At
the second turn a short paper was
read and the group continued to
Lover's Leap.

By the time Lover's Leap iwas
reached there must have heen
fifty hikers. They were met by
more than Afty already gathered
at the Leap and in a short time the
number pad swel Ied te two hun-
dred, \

The papér read by Mr Miles at
tho start fold of the immediate
ground frem Hermit lane to Sals
nignace streel and from the rives
to the creek, - '
At uhs Ui the path W

which siw_.mm Until last  year
the overlapping ends of the loga
eould be seen at {he corner of {
eabin but recently jt wis replaster-
ed. g0 that the logs cun no longer
be seen.

At the Leap Mr: Miles concluded
his papers by telling of the imme-
diate ground from a short distance
across the ereck on a line with
Sumao street up to Marikle strect

and from the river to the creek
continning 448 acres, being pur-
chased by Richard Viearis from

Willinm Penn, prior to 16808, Fop
this ground Richard Viearls, s
all the other first purchasers wera
required to pay one English sllver
shilling for each hundred acres on
ihe first day of each year to ‘Wil-
Ham Pelin ay rent. This rent
_lpecame Very unpopular as  years

= gvent on and wag finally abolighed

By Act of Assembly in 1778

The meeting was then turned
pver  to J. Bllwood Barrett, vice
brosident of the Society, who told
of the legend of Lover's Leap and
mystie legends of the “Ilermits of
the Ridge.”

Mr. Barrett then introduced Mrs,
BEdith R Iofleld, whoread a
most interesting paper prepoared
by Major Thomas 8 Martin, secra-
tzu-y of Fairmount Park Commis~
slon, on Teddyuscung,

Jam&e K. Helms;, Historlan of

Bociety, ,then described tho
tnpog‘raph}' of the ground lmmedi-
a.taly surrounding the TLeap. His
"talk was followed by somse -appro-
priate remarks by F. F Stutg, of
Germantewn. Then came the most
interesting event of the evening,
the duncing of the Indlans,

Eagle Scout Albert Mason ac-
companied by Willlam Stafford,
John O'Brien, Joseph "1 Hendergon,
William Roeach and Willinm  Reld
all of Troop 81 Boy Scoutk, regaled
in full Indian ecostumes, with tom-
tom, peace pipe and rattle produced

the dances by the llght of the
mogn.
Albert Masgon first offered  the

tribal prayer and was followed by
the soclal dance hy the entiroe
trihe, Willlam Stafford and John
O'Brien then performed the scalp
danca  This was followed hy tha
Thunder Pipe by Mason, Stafford
and Henderson,

Between dances Scout Mason ex-
plained and described each dance,
‘which made it more interesting.

By the light of the moon Lheir
gay colored costumes, feathered
head gear, painted faces and Indian
vells combined to make the dances
wierd and very effective and wera
heartily applauded by the audience,

The next hike wlll be on Satur-
day afterncon, May 12 Thosé
wishing to go will meet Mn, Helms
at the foot of Green lane, Mana-
yunk at 1.30 p, mi daylight time,
and hike to Merion Meeting Flouse,

Local Scenes

Miles Submits

Joseph S.
Opinions on “The
Riversons” 1L
‘SOCIETY GETS COPY
Moonlight Hike to Be
Held Tomorrow
Evening

} Joseph 8. Miles, secrétary ol I.h&
{ Wigsahickon Valley Historleal SHo-)
lclety, on Tuesday evening of lagt
week, reviewed Bumstead's e
Riverson's,” a romantic novel of
the Wissahickon, at a meeting of
the Soclety, held al 5452 Ridge av-
enue, Major Thomas 8. Martin,
president of the organization, pre-
sided.

“The Riversons” is a tale of m:tx-
borough, Wissahickon, Manayunk
and the Falls of Schuylkil.l which
was writfen by S5, J, Bumsiead, a
local resident, in the “nineties”.
The book enjoyed great popularity
at the time of its publication and

| sold through several editions,

Mr. Miles' review of the book
was exhaustive and critical, both
from the literary standpoint, and
the historical background of the
work, Each detail of the local
| Scenes was  ecarefully traced, and
| the characters were made to live
and to once more tread the old

J
ommﬁr roads of this hilly envirs

The reviewer deploved the Tae]
that with a Joeple, vivalling Iy
teauty and legend e famed yeg-
foms of the Calikills, the Wissa-
hickon has never developed @
Whahinglon Irving to Lell (08 Sfory
to the world, -

In concluding, Mr. DMiles cons
ceded @ vital interest in the Bume
stead novel, but belisved that the
|book’s value at this time lay more
lin its scenic descriptions, and the
{familiar area which it covers, tham)
to any claim, Lierary or historie. |

Following Mr. Miles' talk, i was)
announced that a bound capy of
“The Riversons ” had bheen pre-
\serited to the Historical Society, by
Miss Meary B. McBride, (o bonm‘l
the memory of her great-grands
mother, Catherine Ritjenhouie Mes
Bride.

It was also reportod that Hono
Harold . Knight, of Norristown,

id accepted an invitation 1o speak
before a Inrge mesting of the local
Historical Soclety, some time next
April. Judge Knight is the presi-
dent of the Montgomery Cm.mby
Hislorical Seclety.

Janes K. Heins, teminded The
membars:  of i moonlight  hike

which wm e ham tamnfmw nishf..

-

)
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The Wissahickon Memnﬁal Bridge
Last week it became necessary for The Suburban Press
to eriticise the very apparent remisssness of one of this local-
ity’s eouncilmen for overlooking a part of this aeetmns ac-
tivities during the World War.
Our criticism still holds good, but further i.nformatmn
leads us to believe that another of the Sixth Distriet’s repre-

‘sentatives shoult shoulder half the burden. The resolution for
re-naming the Henry Avenue Bridge—to the Wissahickon

Mamonal Bridge—we are told was presented by Councilman
Howard Smith, at the request of Houston Post, of the Ameri-

can Legion, which, it is said, wanted the name of German-

town, alone, in the ordinance. |

' The bridge in question is entirely in Wissahickon, of the
21st Ward, with one approach being in the Falls of Schuyl—
kill territory of the 38th Ward. The residents of these
communities, while not desiring to withhold any honor from
the World War soldiers, sailors and nurses of other sections,
feel that any monument which is erected to those men and
women, should include the names of the communities in
which it stands, and are just as proud of the historical, pa-
triotic, industrial and cultural achievements of their neigh-
borhoods as are the people of the 22nd and 42nd Wards.

School House Lane divides the 21st and 38th Wards.
Wissahickon avenue—or old Germantown’s “Township Eine”
holds the 22nd Ward from emroachm on the two first
named.~ The Wisxahwkon Memorial is located en-
tirely in the 21st Wamgt, at least a mile from any ward except
the 88th.

} Without forgett:ng, for ane moment all the good things
L our repmsentatwe& have done for their constituents here,
we feel that all of them should refresh their geographicai
‘memories once in a while.

5 - This we've attempted to de, with the result that ;f the

natmes of Wissahickon and the Falls of Schuylkill are not in-
cluded in the communities mentioned on the bronze marker,
‘wirich is to be erected on the bridge, it will not be because
khe Councilmen have not been remmded of the nversmht. W

Gl
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Sale of Old Log Cabin Drew
Great Crowd te Wissahickon

mciely Known R:sort of Old Days, With Its Furnishings,
Live Stock, ’md Chattels, Sold by Manayunk Auctioneer

By John M. Sickinger :

Jurnie 21st 1871 was the first day of
summer, but the last of the old Log
(Cabin, the roadhouse of pleasant
memory, that once stood along the
banks of the Wissahickon ereek,
just below the present Henry Ave-
nue Bridge, !
| The widely-known hostelry of
olden times was sold to the Fair-
mount Park Commissioners, who
ordered it demolished at once. The
last.  occupant, John MeChrystal,
‘hired Matthew Pester, Manayunk |
auctioneer, to sell all the contents
of the building and other of his
private holdings, at public sale_
without reserve.

~ On the days of the sale many
2 were present; some to pick
: , and others to pay a
; visit to what was known as

elphia's first zoo. Present-day
cireulars—or hand-dodgers, as they
‘were once called—are inconspicuous
when compared with the caia-
logue thal was issued for the Log
Cabin sale of sixty-four years ago.

The household furniture was the
ﬂ.tsb to be disposed of, atm w.hich
lan open barouche brought $105. A
‘fine black horse sold for .$100; a
sorrel was good for $50; and a bay
‘work-horse went for $38. There was

o bay trotting mare for which the
huyar gave $232. On this latter the
bidding lagged, and MeChrystal, the
seller, pledged himself to give $10
more for the mare a month after-
ward, than any buyer would pay for
her. He also offered to call the sale
#Oid. if she fafled to trot one mile'
in three minutes. The sale was re
sumed, and the trotter brought the
sum mentioned above,

Nexi on the list was a cinhamon
bear, which had been used to at-
tract visitors to the Log Cabin. The
owner described the animal as being
“sound, gentle and willing to draw
in any harness.” At which state-|
ment many in the crowd beégan to
daugh. All the residents of Rox-
borough, Manayunk, the Falls, and
nearby Germantown knew that old
‘bear dnd its temperament. Pester
mounted the stump, wbarnlatme bear

was chained, whereupon

up n.nd prepnred to give the

jper’ one of his sample hugs, 'I'\ﬁe
bqanaymlk salesm vacated the
stump in récord time, and with-
‘drew beyond the Iength of the
chain which held the bear. The
an then ‘mounted the stump
yuuu the corks and drank two
ftles of sarsparilla, with real

I ,-_,_H;u wis evidently willing to

|$82.50 for him.
| Menkys, owls, parrots and other
like curiogities were sold in their
furn, with the entire sale bringing
McChrystal $1800.

After the galé McChrystal related
a.tale concerning the bear, which
may have been true, and then again
it might have been a stretch of the:
imagination. If appears that there
was once 4 young man and young
woman  workingin ong of the Wis- |
hickon ‘mills, that were accustomed
Lo doing their spooning along thé
creek. They came down Lo visit the
Log Cabin late one Bunday ailer-
noon. 1t was the practice to leaye
the bear out of his cage evenings,in
crder to get a little exercise but se-
cure eénough on the end of a thirty,
icot chain. The lovers had chosen a!
spct todo their spfarking wilhin the |
bear’s exercising pone. Leaving the
apple of his eye sitting on the
ground the gallant swain went over
|to the eabin to buy réfresaments,
when the bear spotied the beauty
alone. He frotted over behind. her,
squatted down and put one hairy
paw arcund her walst and O artdd
leking the back of her neck, “Goud
Heavens! Donald!, the girl is report-
ed to have said, “How you ocan
squeeze!"

Then turning her head fo see
why the boy friend did not answer,
she discovernd what was doing the
‘squeezing, Long, loud plercing
screams echoed up and down the
[valley, with many persons coming
lon the run to ald the beauty In/
| distress. Bub that Mae West of the'
carly Seventies had passed out of
[the picture in a fainting spell.
{Bruin, himself, was almost scared
stT. But he ran back into his eage
and stosd intceently eating & car-
Toi in his animal attempt to throw|
off suspicion. But other lovers saw
the occurence and repeated the
story,

Gn the day following the sale—
June 22nd 1871— a force of work-
men stariéd the: demolishment of
the Oid Lbg Cabin, The workmen |
discovered an old dam-breast, cov-!
ered by the waters of the Wissa- |
hickon, in' front of the old Cabin.
There is litile doubt that this was
one of the dams constructed to hold
weters for one of e early Ril.en-
‘house Mills, which stood on that
spot. It was prebably Mill No. 5, 6,
or T as described in The Suburban
ngs recently by James ¥, Mageo,

§ /i: /1 755
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curving high,

Forms g frame o'er the creek.
far the azure sky,

Angd century-old trees shelfered
‘neath the span—

e

humble man?
It welds together the Roxbor-

ough height
And Germantown's hills, so that

T —

Baves golden moments that
once were lost

Whenever this valley the tray-
eler crossed.

trail

In patience was flung o'er the
rock-ribbed vale,

And stranded wires, as duetile

mens’ h

Then moistened clay—in mod-
ern maode—

Was poured in forms to con-
struct the road,

Until, at last, all the timbered
mask

Was taken away from the Won-
der Task.

It is so that we build, with
hopes supreme
In the plans of Life—in each
daily dream
Our Character’s fashioned in
testing moulds,
That finally removed, all our
strength unfolds,
As laborers none of our work's
confined,
Bul guiding us on is a Master's
Mind,
That pnint.s the way from a
Distant Ridge,
As we Taise or ruin Life's thh'-
spanned bridge.
A0Q i

How mlghhy this mh-——ihaﬂ'

That svrung from the visions of :

Time in fAight !
When it was built & scaffolding _

ropes,
Sustaineq and lifted the work- i

pre=p—

e T
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LEADERS OF HISTORY
SOCIETY TO MEET

Joseph 8. Miles, secretary of the
Wisaahickon Vulley Historical Bo-
ciety has sent out notices to the di-
|'ractors of the organization, fof a

1mf-m]ng to he held at “The Her-
| mitage,” tha heme of the president,
Major Thomas 8. Martin, on East

| February 20th,
| Plans will be discussed for the

{and all of thosa who are mters!ted
invariably attend the meetingu at
Major Muartin's home.

The hikes, conducted upasr the
ledarshlp of yive

Hermit lane, next Tuesday evenlng, t

- Hocjety’'s aetivities durmg 1829, ||

K, Helms, dui
have proved popul a
| more of af, the

wwm@t :

€2
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A Halftone Reproduction of the Old Mill Made From a Photograph of the Original Painting
by Dr. Naaman H. Keyser

When and Where Germantown Came in First

THE FIRST PAPER

IXTEEN years before Benjamin Frank-
lin was born in Boston, William Ritten-
house built his paper mill on Monoshone

Creek, which soon changed its name to Paper

Mill Run.

When Ben Franklin, a lusty apprentice of
seventeen, ran away from his printer brother
in Boston to adopt Philadelphia as his home,
he stopped in New York to find employment.
But in those days New York was only a
convenient port or road house lying belween
Boston and Philadelphia. William Bradford,
the only wortl-while printer there, had re-
cently removed to Philadelphia as a more
likely place for a printer to find business, and

thus made himself a worthy forerunner of the
publishers of TrE BeeHIVE.
Young Franklin came, saw and conquered.
He not only established a printing office and
stationery store, invented improvements in
press and type, but he formed a sort of scien-
tific and inventive partnership with David
Rittenhouse, a grandson of the owner of the
already famous paper mill. Together these
eminent scientists invented aircraft which
were not much improved for more than a
hundred and fifty vears, when Professor
Langley and the Wright brothers made a
sublime success of the aéroplane, Doctor
Franklin’s friend, Dr. Rittenhouse, left his
name to a street in Germantown and to an-

other in Philadelphia proper—so very proper
that it leads right out of Rittenhouse Square!

But tempting as this subject is, Tum
Beemive must not jump over the bars bound-

ing its limited space, nor go beyond the |

MILL IN AMERICA

bounds of Germantown, but let Dr. Naaman

H. Keyser repeat the story of the Ritten-

house mill—from his highly interesting book,
“0ld Historic Germantown.”
Tur Rrrrenaovse Parer Minw

“The first paper mill in the United States
was erected in 1690, on Monoshone Creck, a
tributary of the Wissahickon, by a company
composed of Samuel Carpenter, Robert Tur-
ner, Thomas Tresse, William Bradford and
William Rittenhouse. Rittenhouse was the
most important member of the company as
he was a paper maker, and he and his son,
Claus, managed the mill for the others. In
time they became sole owners. Carpenter
owned the land, and by reason of this owner-

ship, held an interest in the ecompany. _In
1693. he conveyed twenty acres upon which
the paper mill was erected to the other mem-
bers of the company. Rittenhouse secured
Turner's share in 1697 and Tresse’s share
about 1704, Bradford was the famous printer
who established the first printing press in
the colonies, and for a long time used all the
printing paper made in the mill.

“In 1700 the Rittenhouses met with a great

| misfortune; the paper mill was washed away

during a freshet, carrying with it consider-
able material, paper and tools.

“The total amount saved from the wreck
amounted to about $40.21. This was such a
great loss to the colonies that William Pe?nn
sent out a general appeal for help to rebuild,
and headed the subseription with £25. 1In
the year 1702 a more substantial building
was erected a short distance from where the



first mill stood; it was on the north side of
the creek, directly back of the old Ritten-
house homestead, which is known taday as
the “Birthplace of David Rittenhouse,” and
is still standing on Lincoln Drive, Fairmount
| Park.

“Strictly speaking, the paper mill was not
in Germantown, but a few hundred feet from
the township line. The Rittenhouses, though,

of the town. William Rittenhouse, the paper
| maker, was the first bishop of the Mennonite
Chureh. He died in 1708 and was succeeded
by his son Claus (Nicholas). In May, 1734,
€laus Rittenhouse, the second paper maker
in America, died. He was the grandfather
of David Rittenhouse, the great astronomer.
Claus Rittenhouse left the paper mill to his
oldest son, William, and he left it to his son,
Jacob, who was the proprictor during the
Revolution. He was one of the Minute Men
of 1776, who were pledged to take up arms
at a minute’s notice, and he went with the
Roxborough troops when the eall came. They
are said to have assembled in a grove in the
Cresheim valley, near Wissahickon creek, and
knelt in prayer with their loved ones, while
the old men raised their voices amid the tears
of the women in commending them to the
protection of Almighty God.

“Jacob died in 1811 and the old mill came
in pessession of the Markles, who had mar-
ried into the familv. They later moved into
a more modern mill, The old mill was last

property came into possession of the Com-
missioners of Fairmount Park it was razed.
There are now only a few foundation stones
to be seen of this old landmark.”

1t is now & * part of Fairmount,

were clogely associated with the early history.

used as a cotton batting factory. After the,

Thyrumdsrmdeur eaau a,
charm

| That lingery in the hsnw ntg
Like happy memories
wer
They add new beauties day by
Gay.

Rocks. trees and stream together
blend !

In hatmeny so clear and rare,

Like music of an organ grand,

They sing a song tpon {he alr,

The changing seasons ever add
New vistas to thy, winding way,
We see the handiwork of God,
They all proclaim His Majesty.

What wondrous ta!e‘s é-,ould t:ho:z-
unfold, |

Since Indian !eei: did safﬂy
tread,

Sweet tales of love and heross:
Lold

Thal new are numbered with the
cead. ;

Ohmas'wemmmm

stern, i .
That naught thy rugged scenes
may mar,
And genera(‘.lom yet. unborn
Shall wgmixe thy beauty, near

é?/’?//‘f}é m}eumﬁmpwrtymmﬁmaa‘

Park, just

B Frdpr—— :lut what was going on in
osure.
orings Made on Robeson’s "In the Norristown Herald, of
Knoll Near Mouth of June 1866, the following article con-
Wissahickon Creek ;imm&f the local oil well was

DERRICKS ERECTED
Believed to Have Been Pro-

“Twenty-five cents eharged to
see boring for oil on south bank of
Wissahickon Creek, st mouth. Bix
or eight acres enclosed with a board
rence Payment made at gate. Two)

hﬁwmemouthotthe

‘Local Oil Well =~ "ot was

'mmdtheknoumdahuliﬂdef*

! then used in' oil
Tlll'IIEd Out Tﬂ ‘mew?sd?mbedn No one who

'wa.k not interested in

]
Be Fraudulent m?:t“m,mcfa‘os‘&f’”&t
) ‘er had little opportunity of

investing

|

jected to Fleece Phila- . Tank with capacity of 350
. . barrels, 11-horse steam en-
delphla Investors oo W e g g o m

gine.
‘Oﬂ the “lquid gold” of this age,| |feet deep,

s first discovered in Pennsyl-|  Frinted oirmt}ar says well
Withtheﬁndﬁzgofit.cngae bar:eu B day

equipped with

siﬂ ring:
%l mmped im:o The ceremonies were held at Middle

|

time, until one night a gos
watcher declared that he m g
agats loaded with crude oil aﬁﬁi‘ﬁ

LANCASTER, Pa., Jan, 26 Taﬂ'}an—
With the temperature about 10 de-
grees below freezing. 59 mem] T
the Chureh of the ] tl’man were
vized today by on Inoa spr

| Oreek and ﬂpl'mgdnlc Lancaster awakf
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At the Headwaters
ol\‘.hel'm-ki:::m |

It was a novel outing which the
Wissahickon  Valley  Historical
Soclety, of Roxborough, held re-
cently, when it conducted an ex-
pedition to the source of the Wis-
(&sahickon, in Montgomery township.
Thousands who are familiar with
JAhe charms of this most famous
small stream in America have lit-
tle or no information as to its
source, nor that the course of the
_straam in Montgomery county is
about twice the length of its course
in Philadelphia. But the latier six

miles constitute the notable part of
[ the stream.

Perhaps the expedition of the
Wissahickon Valley Bociety may be
8 suggesiion to the Perkiomen Val-
ley Historical and Natural Science
Society to undertake & similar ven-
ture to seek the source of the
Perkiomen, another small stream
famous for its scenery and its his-

The general course of the Perkio-
men may be followed more readily
with vehicles than that of the
Wissahickon in Montgomery coun-
ty, since the pike running north
g‘:;m mg:klleﬁ:&lemls never far from

e region no
Greenlane is 113111:1'19:1:1.81 kg

stream ginate from-a
n\mlgf sprinsn.q:i:) that it is dif-
ficult to point with complete assur-
rance to one single source., A mile
south of the village of Harlem, in
{ the eastern corner of Berks county,
. i5 a strong spring which is usually
termed the source of the Perkiomen.
Once this spring was in the base-
ment of a dwelling house, but the
house collapsed more than a guar-
ter of & century ago. Not far away
_is another spring which contributes
to the stream. ¥

This is the locality where Mont-
gomery, B@rks., Bucks and Lehigh
countles ignd In its devious course
for the: first fer miles »#visPerkio-
"ian Cflows fromnwerks into ehigh
[ ty and then back aga into

ks, finally crossing the Hninto
ngew county.
B . - .

The originates at an alti-
tude of 900\ séet. In its flow of 36
miles to t Schuylklill, its fall
averages 23 feet a mile, which wis
jone resson why so many mills were
built along its banks in early days.

Along its first course in Berks
county there were formerly two
mills. In Lehigh county it operated
two mills. Then when it returned to
‘Berks county four more mills de-
rived motive power from its waters,

Some years ngo Howard W.
Kriebel, of Pennsburg, made g
count of the mills which at one
time or another utilized the water
f::rer :;f tt& Psirkwmen or its tribu-

arics in Montgomery county. His
listed totaled 86, and at that Up-

v Providence township was not|creek

heludc, Tho numbes
el cwmanips was:

for he

borough, 15; New Hanover, 10;
Perkiomen and Skippack, formerly
constituting cne township, 9
‘Towamencin, 3; Upper Hanover, 8;
Upper Salford, 10; Lower Provi-
dence, 5.

Two important branches of the
Perkiomen, the Northeast Branch
and Ridge Valley creek, rise In
Bucks county and both gave powel
for mills in that county. Unam!
creek, a branch of Ridge Valley
creek, also originates in Bucks
county.

The North Branch and Hosen-
sack creek, tributaries of the Per:
klomen, have their sources in Le-
high county. Several other branches
of the Perkiomen come from Berk:
county. g

The question is often asked
whether there is more water or lest
water now in the Wissahickon and
the Perkiomen than there was &
century ago, ,

Most residents who have lived
along either stream for a long
time will promptly declare there is
much less water now than formerly.
But dependence upon memory for
matters of this kind is not safe.
The same old residents will say
that the winters of the long ago
were always much colder than they
are now, but records show there has

 been little variation in the average

temperature. Memory recdlls the
unusual things of youth—the un-
ususlly deep snows and the un-
usually high water in the streams.

In view of the lessened use of
the water of the two streams named.
for industrial purposes, it might be
supposed that there should be more
water in the channels now than
formerly.

Cutting down of forests is be-
lieved to affect the flow of water
in the stream. Manly_ forests have
been cut into {AIMNEL dene %1%‘9“ >

{ in the last 5
per Perkiomey”hrill in trailing an|

elusi Jm to its source, just as
ther: ‘;ssf;e %{rlorkins out any problem

* there are no rules in the
f] "-'.rml‘“_ﬂfﬁérp ig the place where the

wa ; divide. ;

A 1 ftle farther north in the same
H 1J:Stml township where the Per-
| men rises, other streams have
: origin whose walers flow
| nerthward and eventually find their
| waw into. the Lehjgh river.

1n Montgomery township, not far
from the spring where the Wis-
sahickon rises, are other springs
whieh constitute the headwaters of
Neshaminy creek, & tributary of the
Delaware.

Sandy Run, the chief tributary of
the Wissahickon, begins its course
in the southern part of Willow
Grove, Originally there was a great
swamp here, trom the southern end
of which Sandy Run emerged.
From the northern end of the same
swamp flowed another litile stream
which found its way to Pennypack

l|
=

3/9/57-

WONDER-MAKER

We roam in Wissahickon's vale,
And pause to think of futile
aim
That wrges men, without avail,
To: turn to art in search of
fame.
Such pictures untaught Nature
yields!
The wonder of a growing gree;
The marvel of the hills and
fields; ;
The breezes' incivility!
Oh, scientist, with minute plans,
Your insiruments dre little
worth;
And emulate—wéll, no one can—
The artless siructure of the

BEarth,

We watch the windy Spring
carouse,

And mark the Winter's won-
ders grow;

The graceful awkwardneéss oOf
Dougne;

The caréless robing of the

snow!
We ses huge stones heaped in &

pile;
We marvel gt the God-sprayed
tints;
We zeée full beauty, lacking guile,
That on cur souls makes deep
imprints.
So get your dreams in frames of

goidl A
Or lay stained sftones in or-

dered row,
And ﬁ&x your colors, néw antd
old, +
And seek for Hghts that shade
~or glow,
Then roam in Wissahickon's
vale,
Just pause to think of futilé
Bims, ,
That urge men on, withont
avail,
To create things which Na-
ture shames,
A 0.C
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“Benjamin Franklin, Printer.” . . That was the form which he preferred his fame fo |
take in the public eye i

The Paper Franklin Used 1

Watermarks and Char= ]

acteristies of the Hand-

made Produet of Co-
lonial Paper Mills

l——py JAMES F. MAGEE, JR.
ITH all the honors con-
ferred upon Benjamin
Franklin, both at home and
abroad, he was most proud
of the fact that he 'was 2

| printer.

1| “His last will reads, "I, Benjamin
! Pranklin, printer, of Philadelphia,
1 ete.”

The early printer had great diffi-
culty in securing sufficient paper to
supply his requirements. William
Bradford, the first printer in the
middle Colonies, helped erect and
finance’ the Rittenhouse paper mill

WL

1
'.
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Reminiscences of 0Old Hostelries

i ““In The Gay Nineties”’
| By E. R. MUSTIN
River Drive in the days before Prohibition

Along the Wissahickon Valley and

-

Looking back over a period of
forty years, time has made great
changes in nearby recreation spots
patronized by the people before the
advent of the automobile and pro-
hibition,

In those days Riverside Mansion,
on  the B8Schuylkill river at the
mouth of the Wissahickon ereel,
was the most popular “hang out”
for old and young.

It contained m large open air
‘heer garden with s statue of Bis-
mark in the center and its only
source of amusement was caroussel,
which was operaled seven days a
week,

During the summer season there
were fireworks displays and some-
times balloon ascensions to  draw
the crowds.

On one oceasion @ daring acro-
naut, parrowly escaped dropping in-
to s huaa smokestack at the Pen-
eoyd sron Works and another had
to be rescued from the top of a
large tree in Montgomery county
on the Percival Roberts estate.

Great crowds flocked to River-
side every summer. Bix steamers
on the Schuylkill conveyed them to
and from Fairinount.
consisted of the Lafayette, River-
side, Belmont, Undine, Gazele and
Rockland.

The last two were single deck
craft, while the opld Undine was
propelled by a large back wheel.

She was brought here from the

Mississippl River.

Later on  four new boats werel

‘bullt, mcdem in design and named
Mayflower, Vigilant, Volunteer and
Defender.

« The new boats were fast and
commodious and stopped at the
Falls of the Schuylkill, Strawberry,
Rackland, Belmoni and the Zoo on

The ™~ flect

the way to Fairmount,

If I remember correctly the old
mansion, owned by ~John F. Betz,
had three propristors in
The first was Allan R. Warren, who
was suceceded by “Pat” Dempsey,
the noted ocarsman, and finally by
Richard Patterson.

It was kept open all year and
was noted during the winter sep-

parties.

One winter the big
was a man nameéd Schroeder, the
self-styled “Divine Healer,” who
claimed remarkable cures by the
laying of the hands. Thousands of
cripples came from all over the
counfry to be “cured” during his
three months’ stay at the

With the coming of pmhihition
the structure was demolished, The
ground was boughf by the Pencoyd
Iron Works and is still occupied by
them. The old Union Hotel, close
by, conducted by Charles Tolan,
was also torn down.

Across the way from Riverside
was William Lowa’s High Bridge
Mansion. It faced the park drive
and Ridge avenue, and. was & -
Iar rendezvous in those days ~for
horsemen all the year around, es-
pecially during the sleighing sea-
son” along the Wissahickon. It is
stﬂ;. there, but only as a restaur-
an

'The Rev. Charles Albany, a park
guard, was stationed at this point
for over thirty ;Pears He was a
licensed in the Methodist
church and conducted the little
mission at Blue Bell, preaching
there every Sunday until his death
Some years ago.

We mention this because Mr,
Albany was widely known to Ger-

altraction

to be
ty.

its time. [

son for bahquets and sleighing|s

—

Wo{mmm

bY lwas popular with river ts
who used the old music mﬂlﬁm 1
store their boats and who alse had
a club house nearby. Lynch did

A few squares beiow Tur{ Villal
was Tissot's Hotel on the River
Drive. When prohibition came the
big business enjoyed by Tissot for
years and years faded like a rose
in June. It was later sold and the
-|name changed to Cafe La Riviere,
Anmmurmvam

seenes of many social functions and
lively parties. They all employed
special policemen, as they ‘were
watched closely by D. Clarence
Gibboney who personally made
frequent visits to their places.
‘However, none ever lost  their
license, although several remon-
strances were filed.
With the coming of prohibi
they were all gradually forced
of business and today are m
memories of the past.
While the above
flourished in the vieinit
river drive so did Hiram
place at the foot of

mantown horsemen and was said
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FIND FRAGILE FER
 ON NATURE OUTING

fey Discloses Odd Varieties
for Study

NATIVE RHODODENDRONS

| TYerns, those fragile, delicate plants
|that love the woodland shadows, are
rticularly luxwrious in the Wissa-

| ickon Va l:}. - |
| “Like ‘the nideass and lichens Which
wore studied in last Monday's Nature
Ll T e Trafl, they are
Ty flowerless  plants,
often classified us
Cryplogams as dis-
tinguished from the
Phanerogams, or
' flower bearing
plants. The ferns,
, however, have
} roots that are often
NS deep in the soil and
see they wre distin-
o guished from mos-
sog and lichens in
their highly devel-
oped vascular or
wondy system, seen
in the fibrous strands of the leaf-
stalks ‘and the veins of their leaves.
| This week's Nature Trail through
Fairmount Park and vicinity starts at
(Rex av. and the Wissahickon Drive,
an area particularly rich in fern life.
It continues up the drive for about
three
'eovereq bridge across, the Creek, at
"Thomas Mill .
| ‘These Nature Trails are conducied
‘under the auspices of the Wagner Free
Institute of Science, George B. Kais-
or, professor of botany, is the nature
guide, while Carl Boyer, director, plans
tha routes.

Probably the commonest of the ferns
is Dicksonia Punectilobula the hay-
scented or boulder fern, which was the
favorite of Thoreau, 'i"he{hara found
ion the bank side, along the road in

The Trall Begins

'many places. They are & pale green,
very ihin, with strong stalks rising
from slender extensively creeping

naked rootstocks, Thelr fruit dots are
small, globular bodiea placed on the
apex of a frée vein or fork.

Then there is the Christmas fern
[(Polystichum  Acrostichoides) which
remaing green throughout the winter.
It also has a stout rootstock with
laathery texture, and leaves with
bristly teeth. In this vicinity we see
alzo the Interrupted Fern (Osmunda
glaytoniana), which is c¢lothed with
loose woal when young, but soon be-
comes smooth, f

 Mex. Ay, Bridge
there 18 t‘{m o

nium | thelypteroides) and
Siibld" orn CAspidl

e B

arters of & mile, to the red|.

‘| riety
dron

# of

Sploon- |

Ferns are the chief interest of this week's Nature Trail and a geod
place to study them was gelected along the Wissahickon Drive from Rex
av, to the covered bridge at Thomas Mill road, a distance of more
than a mile. If ia & heavily wooded section and ferns grow in profusion
on the mide of the road, Among the more common ferns found ihere
are the Christmas, Boulder, Interrupted, Silvery Spleenworth and Fragile |

Biladder, illustrated above. The Indian statue at Indian Rock can ba
seen through the trees from the Rex. av. bridge. There s alsa a larges |
glgmp of native Rhododendron at the beginning of ihe I near this i

dge. s T

Indian ecucumber root (Meleola virgi«[the flower and leai buds.
nica), a fower-bearing plant which|, This ia g of a sories
we have not studied before. It has 1
peculiar spiderly-lookl flowers of
dull yellowish purple. When it blooms
it has a second story z_‘;lea'ves and its
roof has a'sirong euc bar taste.
There are- sev-
eral large elumps
of native Rhodo-
dendron along this!
trail] notably at thes
very outset. This
is tha natlve wva-
(Rhododen-
maximum)
and it blooms, ap-
propriately, about
the Fourth of July.
Its flowers are In
clusters of whits
finted pink with
yellow  markings.
The Rhododendron
is usually found in ?
rocky places and likes acld condition
soil. It is & member of the heath
[family. Note the difference between

of Matn
oL, irmount Park and vic
he gﬁnmtgh are thmg?l o
Wissnhickon, and unv‘tng.e ext  Mond
{ i contis, Tam, 04, ke S8
at Tngmns' 1 d o !?elt,av'. ="




.WR NATHRE LOVERS

ktrppu Reaches of Wissahickon
. Disclose Numerous Varieties of
Plants to ‘Trailers’

m PRIMEVAL FOREST

For the studeni of nature lors the
[Wissahickon Valley is a “gorge of
iendless surprises.” All too few peo-
;;lu visit the upper reaches of the
lm@k, for there is a common impres-
glon that it does not reach much be-
'mﬂ the Springfield av. bridgs !n the
I'wa Green 'section.

As a matter of fact, some of the

'ﬁzg mmundnultendlatmho-
i m}swtsmﬂulymnfm

uiamy cc:;\ gln.cu
in these summ_m
days and cer-
Cow Parsnip Plant tainly Dﬁm an
unusual profusicn

|n£ wild flowers for study,
e Trails are conducted

|a member ot!.hnpauley family, with u&c&un a.ra spotm with what
wliﬁmmuﬂw like brownish =3

OMAS MILL RoAD.

r brings a ;
a.lcrngth tggp ti:il;o'l'h aumll. ad. Onthela . t:th m
e a om o aves of the tr
flowers we see 1&.!.1: beginning to form caused by the stings of
who insert eggs to be hatched there. Along thig Toute - the
I-"oo. lhe Tooth Arrow, Sanicula Marylandi
ﬂ‘ vinaa antwlned around old
_gﬁ“ | & da a ge American Linde;

Progress alo: pgcﬁ\ opens w!hoh m !iel ul
nnﬁmab¥1mm of mmr !:wes'!n t:f: study ‘li%:wn as Cecidol m

!ck Vi
nw%'s Nu.iun mﬂnwﬂlimm
—-———-.-o-o-—-—-—-
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Philadelphia
Riders and Drivers Association

INCORPORATED

Organized EXECUTIVE OFFICES
December 16, 1921 Franklin Trust Building
Incorporated Cherinut ar 15th Street

March 25, 1922 Philadelphia

WISSAHICKON DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1929

Three oclock

Acom}ml. invitation is extended to all the
public to join in the annual demonstration
on Saturday afternoon, May 25th, with those
organizations who have as their chief object the
preservation of the Upper Wissahickon.

Ride, drive, hike or motor there. Automo-
biles may enter the Drive via Roxborough or
Chestnut Hill, and “park” at Valley Green.

Those who ride or drive will join the lines at
Allen’s Lane on the Upper Wissahickon Drive
at 2.30 o'clock.

Those who wish to “hike” may approach the
Wissahickon via trolley route 23 to Chestnut
Hill; to Springfield Avenue; to Valley Green;
or route 53 to the Lower Wissahickon or the
Cresheim Creek Section.

The procession will move promprly at 3 o'clock,
fain or sunshine.

Yours very truly,

Francis B, Bracken,
Chairman Wiisabickon Day Committes

1921

Wissahickon
Day

1929

7/




“More Hoof Beats”

7l

“Preserve the Wissabickon”

Philadelphia Riders and
Drivers Association

Officers

Homorary President Honorary Vice-President
Hon. J. WiLus MARTIN FrEpErIC H, STRAWBRIDGE
WiLiaM F. METZGER, President
E. T. StoresBuRy, 15f Viee-Pras. WALTER G. S1BLEY, 3rd Vice-Pres.
WILLIAM WaLLACE, 2nd Vice-Pres. AnNA K, JOENSON, Secrerary-Treasurer

“Board of Governors

Francis B. BRACKEN SamuEL F. HousToN Witrtiam F. METZGER
Francis M. BROOKE AnnNA K, JoRNSON Harry W. MILLER
WALTER BRIGGS J. G. Letpng, Je. WaLter G. SIBLEY
C. C. CooLBAUGH E. E. MARSHALL E. T. STOTESBURY

Harry K. CORTRIGHT THOMAS S, MARTIN Freperic H. STRAWEBRIDGE
Mzs. Warter C. HANCOCK  SAMUEL McDowELL C. HexpersON SUPPLEE
Tuomas F, HARVEY B. F. MecHLING WiLLIAM WALLACE

The Friends of the Wissahickon
Wissahickon Valley Historical Society
Geographical Society of Philadelphia
Germantown Site & Relic Society
Wagner Free Institute of Science
Botanical Society of Pennsylvania
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
Wissahickon Bird Club
The Wanderlust Club
Back-to-Nature Club
These organizations are co-operating with the PHILADELPHIA RIDERS AND
DrivERs ASSOCIATION in the preservation of the Wissahickon.

Their members will hike on the Wissahickon on Wissabickon Day. For
starting point and route of hike, please communicate with the Chair-
man or Secretary of the organization to which you belong.

(Committee on Wissabickon Day

Francis B. Bracken, Chairman

Freperic L, BALLARD Miss ANNE STRAWBRIDGE

SaMurL HoustoN Brown Francis R, STRAWBRIDGE

Mivron C. CooPer Freperic H., STRAWBRIDGE

WiLLiam A. M. FuLLer WiLLiam WALLACE

SamueL F. Houston Miss Francss A. WISTER

Wirriam F, Merzcer Mims Hewen K. -"r‘u.nxa.s
¥

Marshals and Their Horses

Chief Marshal
B. F. MECHLING and “Hice Wmp"

Weston D, Bayiey asd *Ja¥ Box™
C. C. CoorBaucH and ""Mzanow Lark’*
SaMuBL EARLEY and ''Sky Top™"
P. JoHN GALBRAITH and "‘STARLIGHT"'
Martyn R. HENNE and '*Seur™

Joun D, HowWLEY 4nd ''Sirk ROBERT™”
WiLriam H. IvENS and “"Tupoy™”
Joun M. KExNEDY and "'PRINCESS PAT"
CuesTER W, LARNER and "'CEDAR RED''
AMOs Y. LESHER and "'SUNNY Box'

Frank R, MACKLIN and ""BLAZEAWAY"™
P. R. MARKLEY and ""MuskaTees"'
WALTER G. S1BLEY end “'MNyanNzA"
C., HENDERSON SuPPLEE and "'CHECKERS"

WirLiam WALLACE and "'BITuMiNous'
Crarence R. WHITMAN and “"BETTY"

Automobiles may “park” at Valley Green

Parade will be reviewed at Valley Green at 3.15



THE WISSAHICKON
Radio Talks
«Preserve the Wissahickon’

¥

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Monday, May 13, 3.30 P. M.
¥ Mr. A, C. CHADWICK, JR.
Wissahickon Valley Historical Society
"The Lower Wissabickon"

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Friday, May 17, 3.30 P. M.
x Mg, A. C. CHADWICK, JR.
Wissahickon Valley Historical Society
""The Wirsabickon—From Lincoln Drive
to Livezey's Lane'

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Monday, May 20, 3.30 P. M.
¥ Mr. A. C. CHADWICK, JR.
Wissahickon Valley Historical Sociery
"Philadelpbia’s Valley Green'

WLIT, Lit Brothers, Wednesday, May 22, 5.30 P, M,
Mg, THOMAS G. PARRIS
Germantown Site & Relic Society

"R tic Wonderland—The Wissabickon"

WIP, Gimbel Brothers, Thursday, May 23, 4.00 P. M.
Mz, W, HENgy TROTTER
Wissahickon Bird Club
"The Birds of the Wissabickon™

WFI, Strawbridge & Clothier, Friday, May 24, 3.30 P. M.
® Mg. A, C. CHADWICK, JR.
Wissahickon Valley Hisrorical Society
"“The Upper Wissabickon™

¥

The Wissahickon is Philadelphia’s beautiful playground, abounding

in beauty at all scasons of the year, whether it be blossom
time or when the snow adorns the woodland



Wissahickon Valley historieal Socisty
to provide intertaipment:

Illustrated Lecture by Dr. Thomas Lynch lontgomerys

"One of the Indain names of the Schuylkill was Kanayung or
Manaiunk, which means, “"our place of drinking." According to
tradition, ,the Indians called the river the "iother,” and "kaiden
Croek,” a b&neh of the Schuylkill above xeading, was called
ontealaunse, meaning the little daughter of a great mother. ihe
name "Schuylkill® is supposed to have been given to the river by
the Dutoh, and means “HIDDEN REVER™, -- the stream not being
visible at its mouth as Xkx you ascend the Delaware.®(Yatson)

Posaibly the greatest authority on loecal history about
Philadelphia is Dr. Thomas Lynch Montgomery, Librarian of the
Histowical Society of Penneylvandd, with its headquarters at 1%th
and Locust Strests, where historians might mest to glean the
pages of XEAPEr oS volumes. It is claimed to be the greatest
of its kind in the Country, devoted exclusively io histcorical
works. Or. lMontgomery has been connected here for a long tine,
and speaks authoritatively on such subjecta.

This lecture on *THE HIDDEN RIVER" has been given before
by Dr. Montgomery, and is illustarted by Launtern slides, taking
in the course of the river, from its mouth, near old Fort KHifflin,
through blockley, Fairmount, Falls of the Schuylkill, Kanayumi,
Flat sock, Valley Forge, and as far as feading.

Carde of adrimsion are being distributsd by menbers of ihe
Vigsahickon Valley Historical Spolsty, for the hisior #ocal evening's
entertainment, to be given Friday evening of this week, April 18ih,
at the avditorium of ALoxbhorough High School. ihere is tc be no
charge of admission or collection of any kind, just an evening
devoted to the better type of entertainment.

An added feature will be two reels of bhbtion Piectures, one
prepared by the Official Photograpger the City of Philadelphia,
shgwing views of the Wissahickon, The Mermit's Pool, Hermit'se Lane
Bridge, Blue Stone bLridge, Walnut Lane bridge, Livezey House and
Waterfalls, and Valley Green. This reel is a duplicate of that
presentexd to Mussclini in Roms by lirs, Imogen Caklsy, ERpERRESNK
representing the Uity of Philadelphia.

ihe other reel shows the cne erdered masde in return by
Premier Mussolini depicting scenes of the classiocs of Lome; street
scenes, ani the ancient ruins pictured in all parts of the worild,
some of the titles of the scenes are as follows;y Castle Scenses,
drawing of an Actual Streat Corner, by Michael Angelo, karcus
Aureliuve i the Scuare, Excavations, The Pantheon, Temple of Vesta,
Sigantic Col umns, Scsnes of the baths, Ancient Statues, Ths CloiSters,
The Coliseum, and other scenes showing ruins of a civilization dating
back possibly over 5000 years.

: wianahiégm Valley Historical Society officers are comfident
that local residents appreciate an entertainment of the bettsr sort,
and for that reasscn offer these fine attractions teo the people

witliout charge, and the capacity of the Migh School suditorium will

no doubt be taxed 't the utmosts:
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PETER

weighing many tons, still resting on

proach to the Cily avenue bridge, along the East River Drive.

ROBESON

Thomas Sully’s painting of Peter Robeson, 1748-1833, and also the |/
“Crag.” on Robeson's Knell, Sumae Park, This is a greatl loose boulder, |/

olher rocks, near the northern ap-

-

The Robeson And Vanderen
Mills of The Wissahickon

Interesting Tale to Be Found i

f
\
in Iistory of Ancient Indus—l

trial Venture at Mouth of Much-Storied Stream

| Smmac Park, a 500 acre tract of
Sland, was the southern part of the
gleven divisions of land granted vo
the first settlers of Roxborough
township.

Robert Turnér, a Quaker, native
of Cambridge, England, later "a
Linen Draper,” of Belfast, was
with William Penn and others, one
of the Proprietors of the Provinee
of Past New Jersey, February Ist,
1681-2.

By JAMES F. MAGEE, JR. |

“William Penn by ye grage of
'God and King, Proprietor of the
Province of Pennsylvania, 20th day
of first month 1684" granted to
Robert Turner, 500 acres of land
palled Sumac Park in Penn's Manor
of Springetts-berry (now Roxbor-
Jough) at a yearly rental of ‘1 shill-
ing for each 100 acre.
‘ A sureet n this seclion is now|
named Sumac street, and the su-
maec tree grows profusely on  the
hills gbove the Wissahickon.

sy mill,
@ 19, ma Robert Turner
101 years 50% acres

o e |

er, iy 1600, of William Riltenhouse’s,

Rﬂbert Turner was also parh own-|

s

Richard Townsend, a millwright,
latp of London, the partnérs agree-
- to build mills and improve the

| property,
Richard Townsend embarked for
JPepnsylvania in the *“Welcome"

‘with William Penn, and stated that'

“he brought with him the material

for a prist mill all ready to erect,
also the mill stones.
The grist mill, saw mill and

dwelling were erected between 16886
Iand 1688 as they are mentioned in
4 deed of 1688 when the new own-
ers sold a third interest in the mills
and land to John Tysack, a broad-
gluss maker, of London.

The grist mill with three pairs of
stones under one roof was vo the
seuth of the Wissahickon (marked
Flour Mill on accompanying map)|
and the saw mill on the north, In
1690 and 91, the several partners!
sold the two  mills and land o
Andrew Robeson, Sr. of West New|
Jersey, and Charles Baunders, a
millwright.

Az the mbmm fa.mily Tor over

|one hunftved ;nd filty years owned

!Jersey, He is mentioned in thel

| mentioned as
| Mills "

| mantown Townships, but one build-

111748, it was known as “the Roxboro

| named {
{ er.ucf#d on 8

|the miils, ahd the Robeson mn_—
sion is still standing, on Ridge ave.
nue, vheir biography is of interest.

Andrew Robeson, Sr, with wife
Elizabeth, and nepliew Andrew,
2nd, mrrived in West New Jersey in
1676; in this same year William
Plenn conveyed to him one share
(of the Proprietary rights in West

deed as “late of London, Merchant,
now of Clonmellin, Ireland,”

In 1699, the heirs of Andrew, St
left most of his estate to his two
brothers, Thomas and David, in
the Kingdom of Seotland, so it is
probable that the Robesons were
originally of Scolch ancestory. |

In 1696, Andrew, Sr., was Sur-{
veyor General of West Jersey fm&.*
in 1686 was appoinved one of three;
Surveyors to lay out the line divui-l
ing East Jersey from West Jerséy, |

He setfled in the County _nf--
Gloucester and was one of fhe

| “Wlrst Council Proprietors of Wes't

Jersey” in 1687,

On June 15th, 1685, he purcha.sed
from 'Thomas Rudyard 5000 #eres
of land in Pennsylvania, and in
1690 he removed to Philadelphia,
angd in 1693 became a member of
the Governor’s Council.

In 1691 Robert Turner sold m‘
Robeson and Saunders the remamin- |
ing 449'% acres of Sumac Park.

Andrew Robeson, Sr., died in
1694, he, his wife and son Samuel
were all buried in the TFriends’
Burying Grounds av 3rd and Arch
streets, although they were not
Friends.

In 1606, Samuel Ruhason exect)
tor, sold his half interest in the1
200 acres of western Sumac Park,
and the mills to his cousin, Andrew
Robeson, 2nd, The 300 acres of
the pastern section were sold {0
Joseph and Benjaniin  Morgan.
In 1703, Sara Saunders, widow;
wished to sell her half interest in
the 200 aeres and mills fo Andrew,
| 2nd, but the Courl decided that|
the 8 acres at the mouth of the
Wissahickon ‘could not be divided,
so she retained her half interest in
the 8§ acres but sold another 88
faeres o Am!rew. and. At this date
the Corn Mill and Saw Mill were

“The Wissahlckon

Of the twenty-five Colonial mill
erected o the Wissahickon and its
branches in Roxborough and Ger-

ing remeins today, and that is the
‘famous mill built on 'the sabove
mentioned” 8 acres of land au the
junction of the Schuylkill River
and Wissahickon Creek.

This mill was built before 1733
and then called the Wissahickon
Grist and Bolting Mill, but before

Mill" From 1703 until 1748, the 8
acres were owned jointly by the
heirs of Andrew Robeson, 2nd, end
Charles Saunders, The mill is first
mentioned in the will of Willimm
Saun.defs in 1733, :i‘ ‘Grist Mill—
two pair sfonea under one roof—

the ic Mills

'mmémr
mawm-mmm
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|corn, or grist.
mills with two pairs of stones under
one roof) sometimes called Wissas
hickon Mills now Roxboro =

| Which 8 acres of land, with consent|
o former owner, was lefé for]
necessary use of the said mills,
{messuages, stables, mill house, Bol-
ing Mills, buildings and improve-
ments, thereon erecved, dam banks,
water courses, mill race to said
mills, alse a hali acre on the west
side of the Dam of sald mills, to
| take away enough sand and rock
to repair the said mill dam or
dams.”

At this time there was no road
leading into the hidden valley of
the Wissahickon; o greal, mass of
'rock formed a natural dam just
‘above Ridge avenue, A mill race
over 500 feet long carried the water)
from the dam through the mill and
emptied into the Wissahickon near
‘the Schuylkill river.

The part of the mill that con-

(tained the water wheel s now a
|large cellar-like stone room under,
the first floor of the Caroe Club.
Even in the last few years the
waters of the Wissahickon have
risen above the top of the wheel
room. From the Club House porch
at low water, can be seen a stone
in the middle of the creek marked
with a circle. Tradition states that
this stone was so marked by the
Indians to Indicate that fishing
was very good in this locality.

In 1756, John Vanderen pur-
chased the mill and 8 acres.

A, C. Chadwick, Jr, editor of
the SBuburban Press, and historian
of The Wissahickon Valley His-
{orical Society, says: __

. “There is a legend of the Revolu-
‘tion connected with this .
‘Doane and his seven g
gutlaws who terriorized the inhabl-
ants of Philadelphia and Mont-

brothers, the

omery County by their despreda-
‘tions, were said to have used the
‘old bullding as a rendezvous’

| And verses, penned by the same
‘writer; go on to say:

“COLONY CASTLE"

“Revelers gather within the
walls,
Of a structure old in years,
Which once vibrated with toil-
some sounds,
And the crunch of meshing
gears,
|| For the waters, that pass its
aged doors,
Were harnessed to drive the

w »

For a miller, will_ilo ground the
garpered grain,

Or a wright with his vensiled
steels,

“An ancient heap of stones, 'tis
true

Bub romantic tales are told,
Of events, enacted Inslde its

rooms, &)
| By men who were brave and

bors fear
The Deoane Boys outlaw band.

“And sometime later the fish-

ermen, 2
Of the State in Schuylkill
Club, »
Assembled under its fabled
roof,

And made the pile their hub.
! And epieures, ‘round the fes-
tive board,
‘Were wont to eat their fill,
Of fish, and fow]l, and viands
rare;
In the old and vine-clad mill,

“Though many years have run
th course,
It stands as though
new,
In use by water-loving youlhs
‘Who ply the light canoo.
Where Wissahickon's spring-
fed . stream,
Joing with the BSchuylkill's
flow,
Old Colony Castle conquers,
Time,
While mortals come and go."

| Mr. Chadwick states that this
'Mill was the first cut nail factory
in Ameriea, and also later the roll-
i mill of Amos Jones. In the
Sufvey of 1850, it is called a Loz-
wood Mill,

In 1869, the Mill and 8 aecres were
purchased by the city and is now
‘part of <Fairmount Park, From
1877 to 1887, the famous “State in
Schuylkill" founded in 1732, ocou-
pied the building before moving to
its present quarters at Andalusia,
on the Delaware River, \

‘twas

i

Now' let us return vo the Robeson
Grist and 8aw Mills on Ridge ave-
nue.

Andrew Robeson, 2nd, (1654-1718)
married in 1685 Mary Bpencer, She
is  buried in Gloria Del (Old
Swedes') Church yard, Philadel-
phia. He was Judge of Gloucester
County, West -Jersey, in 1602, and

‘ Park, where he

Chief Justiece of Pennsylyania.
from 1693 to 1699. -m;ter 1702 he
llived near the mills av Sumae
brought up his
eleven children.

He was a large land owner, pur-
chasing over 100 acres at the Falls
of Schuylkill. Later, on this land
was bdilt the home of Dr. William
Smith; the first provost of the
University of Pennsylvania; Fort
St. David's Pishing: Club; Powers
and Weightman’s Chémical plant,
and dJohn and James Dobson's:
mills.

In 1714, he purchased 1500 aeres
of iron ore land near Reading, in
Berks County. His daughter, Mag-
dalens, married Thomas Potus, and
Andrew and his son-in-law helped
Lo promote the newly developed
iron industry in that reglon. His
Ebn: A'ndrew. a-r-di' rama}ned m ROX-
borough, and continued the hbusi-
ness of the Wissahiok |

Igeueral and very' sireng on the

g
¢

In 1706, a primitive road was laid
out from Robeson’s Mills- to the
(city following an old Indian path-|
way.

Andrew, 2nd, willed his Sumag
Park lands and the mills of the
Roxboro Milling and Bolting Com-
pany, to his eldest son, Andrew 3rd,
(1686-1740.) The latter married
Magdalen Rudman the daughter of
the Rev. Andrew Rudman the
first minister of Swedes’ Gloria De}
Church, _ : A
‘Ihe heirs of Andrew 3rd, in 1752,
sold the Wissahickon Grist Ml
and Saw Mills, also the Roxboro
Mills' Lo Henry Shellenburg. In
1756, John Vanderen bought the
three mills and added considerable
adjoining property to this esiate,

%@fora 1772, Nigholas Rittenhouse
land he owned joiutly “The New |
ML, (below Hermit lane). In1
1783, Rittenhousee  sold his  half|
{interest  fo Vanderen—37 aeres,
corn or grist mill, bolting mills,|
nill dam, ete. This mill was on
the original Sumac Park tract, and
slood on the site of the Maple
Springs Hotel, in 1794 Michael
Ritienhouse being the sole owner, |

An important engagement  be-
ween the Ameriean and Hessian
troops took place at the Ridge ave-|
nue bridge and Vanderen Mills!
diuring the battle of Germantown, |
on October 4th, 1777,

Caprain Ewald, of the Hessian
forces, gave the following aecount
¢f the engagement, “The alarm of
Washington’s approach having been
given a battalion of the German
Jagers was hurried to the bridge
over the Wissahickon. The Jager
Corps was aitacked by 4,000 men
with four # pounders. (General
Armstrong’s account states they
had but 1500 men and two feld
pieces), '

S0 the Corps was forced Lo leave
| the bridee, but took position on the
(hill opposite and defended this posy
with its rifles against the repeated
|attempts of vhe enemy to force il,
The enemies' fouwr cannon played
(constantly on the Jagers, while our
d-pounders could not reach {he
énemy. Meantime the firing ‘became

right wing, until about nine o'clock
jwhen Lieutenant General Knyp-
hausen sent us word that the
|enemy’s left wing was beaven.)
Hereupon, Lieut. Colonel Von
Wurmb attacked the bridge again
and drove the enemy both from
there and from the opposite heights,
under a heavy fire. As the atfack
hadtobemadethromhalongde-
file, the enemy had time 1o Tetire
(Note position of the Hessian re-.
doubts in the survey of 1850), The
mills were considered of great value!
by the British army, and that their|
right wing was around the Lukens’
[mill. on the Wingohocking, and
their left on the hills above Van-
drews’ mill, is a coincidence, for
both had been built by Richard
Townsend about 1686, g
Before 1786 John Vanderen was




On June 6th 1798, the mills and
lands agaih came into lhe posses-
sion of the Robeson family,

- At a sheriff's sale, Peter and
Jonathan Robeson purchased the
fourteen adjoining pieces of prop-
erty, in all 263 acres, for 5900
pounds sterling, subject 1o Pever
|Care's mortgage reduced to 2000
pounds. The land included the
nwestern part of Sumac Park, Falls
of Schuylkill in Northern Liberties,
& and 20 neres across: 'u‘he rtver 1n

Lower Merion township :}t Mont—'
gomery County,

Peter and Jonathan were thed
great grand sons of Andrew Robe-
Son, 2nd. In 1785, The Duke de la|
Rochefonealt, Lianc.ourt a4 Freneh-
man, and Caleh. Lownes 4 brother-
in-law of Pever Robeson, set out on
horse-back from  Philadelphia
through Ridge road to Norristown.
They were enterfained at the Robe- |
son Mansion and in his diary the |
‘Duke gives the first accounv wej
have of the falls of the Wissahick-
on, as it was before 1826 when a
great mass of rock was removed,
whee the Reading Railroad Bridge
now crosses the Creek, The diary
reads:

“'The Wlmhlckan Aows between
hills which are high and covered
with wood. A fine waverfall of
about 7 or 8 feet, and as broad as
the bed of the rvivulel, supplies
Robeson's Mill with more water
‘than would be required for running
“many more mills.

“The banks of the Rivulet bear a

wild and romantic appearance, and
the brook meanders in the most
bﬂautuul manmner through the
'woods and rocks, forms a grand vet.
‘glopmy prospect, which catches and
idelights the eye, and disposes the
mind to pensive reflection.
' “Robeson’s Eslale consists of 250
|acres; four oxen and two horses do
fthe work of the farm, He iz a
skilled miller.

“The water from the Wissahickun
‘turns twenty-five other mills before
lit reaches Robeson’s, The mill has
three geparate mills, two for manu-
Iacmring and one for the public,
He grinds yearly 456 to 50 thousand
bushels of corn, which is procured

from Virginia and New York and

some from Pennsylvania. The miil|

will hold 10,000 bushels of corn.
Six horses ?ro continuously employ-
ed in carrying

‘and bringing back corn in return,
The water of the Wissahickon is
Imwer frozen, noy does the mill ever
cease working."

The water thav ran the mill was
earried by a mill race that ran
from the dam that is several hun-
dred feet above the present one au
Ridge road.

In 1832, Fanny Kemble, me act-
ress, wrote __pz hey horsebaak rides

meal to Philadelphis)

|sides the river waters, after receiv-

- ‘curtain of gold over the

wamg the dark stones belaw on
whose brown sides the ruddy sun-
light and glittering water fell like
splinters of light. The bright rich
tufted cedars bresking in the warm

glow, the picturesque mill, the
smooth open field, along who;se

ing this child of the mountaing Into
their bosom, wound deep and bright
and still, the whole radiant with
the softest light I ever beheld,
formed a most enchanting and
serene subject of contemplation”,

The bridge she describes  must
have been the Ridge avenue bridge
as the railtoad bridge was not com-|
menced unvil 1833, and the dam
was not the artificial one we gee
today.

Peter Robeson's brother, Jona-
than, and his father, Jonathan|
Robeson, were all members of|
Friends' Meeting. Upon the deathd
of Jonathan, his brother, Peter,
purchased his hall-interest in milly
and lands.

In the early 1800's, Peter Robeson|
built and gave 1o his son, Andrew,|
4th, as a wedding present, “Milver-
ton” a double dwelling with large
central hall, surrounded with un-|
usually fine trees. It was afver-|
wards known as the Riverside Man-|
sion, a public hostelry.

Peter Robeson married, first,
Martha Livezey, daughter of Thom-

————

|Club; second, Elizabeth Heath, also
|of the Livezey family, she was an

as Livezey. of “Glen Fern”, now the
home of vhe Valley Green Canoe

‘&ble preacher in the Friends' Meef-|
ing. |
Peter Robeson died November)
9th, 1833, and willed his mills and!
lend to his sons, Andrew, 4th, and/
Jonathan. !

Andrew Robeson, 4th, seifled in
New Bedford, Mass., and wus &
'manufacturer of cotton goods and
conneeted with the whaling Indus-
try, His sister, Catharine, married
Dr. John Moore; a sister Sarah
married Joseph Lee and his- Aunt
Margaret married Caleb Lownes;
and the daughler of lhe Lea’s mar-~
ried George Minister, The Lees
lived at “Milverton” uruil 1845, and
the Ministers until 1880. After the

death of Peter,-the Lownes lived in
the Robeson Mansion.
About 1834, one of the relatives!

| of Peter Robeson made a black and
white skeich from the Montgomery
County side of the Schuylkill, of
the mouth of the Wissahickon,
showing the Roxboro mill, the Ions'
\approach and wooden bridge df the
Philadelphia, Germaniown and
Norristown R. R. To the left Is
shown Milverton, with seven of the
Lea children on the porch,

| August 13, 1862, the Robeson
Ml was destmy.ed by fire, At the
'ume it was owned by Andrew, 4th,
and renled to John and James
Dobson, who fwere making blue
woolen cﬂm‘h far tba mldlers of the
Union A after

V8,

In closing let us refer again fo
the glories of the Robeson Mansion
and the superbly designid railread
|bridge.

IL is very probable that a dwel-
ing was erected on the site of the
présenl Robeson Mansion, as early
as 1689—a deed of fthat year men-
tions e building, grist mill and sew |
mill, A dwelling is again mentici=|
ed in deeds of 1703 and 1733 Seull
‘and Heaps map of 1750 give the
position of the dwelling just helow
ulaa Robeson Mill. The house A5

50 mentioned in ma other
geedb down to the pre&enltwtime 5'
| Another descendany of man-‘
[Robeson drew a black and whifs|
‘sketeh in mbout 1834 of the Gurist
[Mill and Robeson Mansion: in/
front of the dwelling is passing @
covered Conestoga wagon and ta
the left is a large oak tree. For
over one hundred and fifty
many of the Robeson family were
born, lived, and died in the old
homestead.

In the early 1870's, Mr. and Mys.
James Dobson resided there. I
was afterward sold and eonducted
as The Highbridge Hotel, and is
now known ss Barnett’s Gardens,

The dwelling has been greatly add-

ed o and modernized, but the third,
story and hipped rool are the same
as it appeared in the sketch of just
00_years ago, . .

The Philadelphia, Germantown
ang Norristown Railroad Eriﬂ#_ e
ovey the Wissahickon, WAaS con=
tracted for Seplember 25th, 1833+
fthe first bridge was completed ﬂi
lOelober 1834, Regular traflic
/Munayunk began Oectober 20,

The first locomnotive and pa.ssenger
lenrs started from 9‘:11 and Eheen
|ﬁtreaw

' The account of the first tripl .aﬂ
related in the Germantown ‘,
graph, s as follows:

"iCars at lengih approached that

magnificent  structure over the

(Wissahickon -at Robeson’s Mill

‘The construction of this viaduet in

the firm and substantial manner in.
which it appears to be built ls car=

tuinly an extraordinary undertalks |
‘ing; and has been accomplished in
& manner which has given entive
satisfaction to the Railroad Coni-

pany, Height is about 70 feeb

gbove the surface of the wiler,

and length 473 feet, and cost *D}'
construction about $30.000." The)

The bridge was of wood with
trelily, work frames on ihe side!
reésting on stone piers,

Extract from Annual Report, Nn—
vember 1s{, 1842;

“A tract of - edgerail, supp{m:a’d
upon continuous bearings of wihite
oak bimber hag been Iaid upon the
Wissahickorn Bridge, 3
15 New ﬂem--af
that - :
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SECTION SURVEY OF 1850: ROXBOROUGH TOWNSHIP
The western 200 acres of the 500 acre tract at the

mouth of the Wissahickon Creek. Nole the position of the |
. Hessian redoubts, “William Penn, by the grace of God and !

King, Proprietor of Pennsylvania,” granted this land to
Hobert Turner, on “the 20th day of the 1st month,” 1683,
" for an annual rental of one shilling a year for each 100

acres: 500 acres called “Sumae Park” in “his manor of
Bpringettsbury, (alternard Roxborough township.)

OLD-TIME RAILROAD VIADUCT
Robeson’s Grist Mill, 1686-89. Showing the Philadelphia, Ger-
mantown and Norristown railroad bridge, built in 1824, The first
locomotive passed over this bridge OGetober 20th, 1834, running from

Blh and Green streefs, to Manayunk.

The passengers, oul on the upper

decks of ihe cars, are probably viewing whay{ Baedeker aptly fermed

“the miniature Alpine gorge of the Wissahickon.”

on the outside of (he laltice Iramnes
and secured to thém by screw-
bolts. This work has rendered the
bridge abundantly strong and a
good coat of whitewash has im-
proved ivs appearance,

“On the afternoon of August 12,
1862, the bridge over the Wissa-
hickon Creek wag entirely destrayed
by fire. The bridge took fire from
the mill adjacent, known as Robe-
jsom’s Mill, An arrangement was,
Ammediately made with Mr, Stone
[for the ercetion bn:rd ft m’fﬁm;‘;ﬁk
(e Lemporary bridge, ¢ whoie
p_mwﬂmwrﬁy completed

in thirteen days; and in nincteen
days the {rains were régularly pass-
ing over the bridge, Proposals hav-
ing bheen invived for Lhe conslruc-
tion of an fron bridge. The bids
were few and exceedingly high
(Civil War times) owing lto the in-
creased price of iron and the pres-
ent, difficulty of proeuring it , . .
and instead passed a resoluvion
-authorizing the erection of & sub-
‘ajantial wooden onet _
s&l‘ne- present  Philadelphta and
Reading Railroad Bridge was com-
enced n 1872 and proceeded

hickon Creek,
mills were on the Vicaris iract.
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SECTION SURVEY OF 1681

Bection, of Molmes’ Map of Phils
adelphia county in 1681-1688, giving the
names of the eleven purchasers of land
in Roxborowgh Township.
ner'’s grant was the lower one, and ex-
tended considerably below the Wissa-
The four Rittenhouse

therewith Yo build a double track
stone railroad bridge over the Wis
sahickon Valley, ;

{ The bridge was commpleted in 1875
in time for the opening of the Cen-
tennial the next year. '

In 1927, extensive repairs and re-
hewals were made to the bridge and
‘;e 1;1:2, electrification was com-

ted).

Raobert Tur-

Locally this bridge is called “The..

High Bridge” and in his manusecript
“Songs of the Wissahickon"—A. C.
Chadwick, Jr, dedicated this verse
to the structure:

“Five arches,
lengih
Leap o'er the little river's vale,
To form
slrong,
Sustaining on its floor, the rail

each of vaulling

Which loecomotives speed upon.

But. beauty too is in each span,
And' causes passers-by fo praise
The genius of the human olan.”

In “The Wissahickon Valley” by
Mr. F. B. Branv, he describes the

bridge as “A scene crowned by a
magnificent span of arches worthy
of a R&mar_a gauseway.”

a roadway, high and
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e =

CTIMS

MEMORIAL SERVICE

GOV. ILF. BYRD

SENDS LETTER

Pres. Cauﬂ’man, of Wlssahickon
Valley Historieal Sociely

Lauds Martyrs .

SERVICES ARE IMPRESSIVE

_ One of the most impressive historical
‘services ever held in this vieinity tock
Place or SBunday evening, at the Grace.
Evnnmeuml Luiheran  Church, R..Ida\l
jsnd Roxborough avenuer, when t.lm
‘Wissshickon Valley Historieal Society,
combined with the pastor, officers and
__emgg.}lon of the church, paid honor
to the Continental soldiers of Lee's Vir-
‘ginia Legior, who died in the service of
ll:hﬂr country, in Roxborough, on the
evening of December 19, 1777,
1t was on that date that Captain An-
wdrew Catheart of the 17th Light Dra-
|goons of the British Army, then ocoupy-
(Ing the City of Philadelphia, with &
\squadron of men, surprised an Ameri-
(car plcket of 18 men of Lee’s Virginia
/Legion, on Ridge Roatl at an-outpost
‘sbout four miles from the Clty. The
\Britl b, greatly outnumbering the
Iamerwa.n force, opensd fire, Immed.
Cntely eutting. down seven of the Cons
.tinenta.ls. “The others retreated ln the
‘alrect-wn of Valley Forge, where the
{malr force of the American Army had
mtty established their winter guar-
;m Towsrd nightfall they took refuge
fn the barn owned by Andrew Wood, in
‘Roxbarough,. which formerly stood on
‘the sité now occupied by Grace Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church. There they
,were discoversd by (e Br!uatu Famng
to respond to the first challenge to
swrrender, Oaptain Cartheart cwda;éd
thg barn burned, and the Continental
soldiers ' were killed as they tried to
esoape.

As the hymn, “All Hall ‘he Power of
Je us' Name' was sung, vested choir of
Grace Church led the procession, fol-
lowed by the color guards of Hattal-
‘Taylor Post, V. P. W..andthexen_w
‘Houston Post, American Leplor. These
‘were followed by the G. A R.

mmmwmmmmdmi

;nm m memhmot me luua his-
‘ocieties occupled the front Tow

“God of Our Fathers Whoss Almighty |

Hand," after which the congregation
Iisteneﬁ to an addres by Btanley Hart

<Cauffmar, president of the Wissshickon'

Vailey Historical Soclety.

Mr. Cauffman sta ed, “Through the
courtesy and co-operation of the pastor,
cificers and members of this church,
the service thils evening has been des-
ignated as a memorial one, to those men
who off¢red their iive for thelr coun-
try, here in Roxborough, during the
Revolu lonary War,

“This event Is the orly one upon his-
torical regord, where within our district,
lives were sacrificed In battle, and the
event is of o nature which should naver
be forgotten while we-and our descend-
ants hold in veneration lhe virtues of
loyelty and courage. I have here @
letter, from Honorable Herry F. Byrd,
Governor o.[ the Gtate of Virginia, which
Says;

‘Governor’s Office,
December 12, 1927,

‘Dear Sir:

‘Virginia joins heartily with your
‘Soclety on the occasion of your
celebration of the 150th anniversary
of the los of membors of Lee's Le- |
glon, in Pennsylvania, who fell at
the hands of the British regulars
d the War for Amerlean In-
de ce. It seems significant
that, upon the spot where these pa-
triots laid down their lives, there
now sta~ds an edifice dedicated to
the worship of God.

‘Upon the graves of these martyrs
to freedom, and others such as
them, rests the foundation of the
fabrie of our great Republic,

‘I commend the spirit of your Bo-
ciety which pauses to do honor to
the memory of these heroes of the *
Pust—men who in felling helped to
elivate a nation, to guarantee truth
and to establish llberty.

‘I am, i all respect, most cor-
dially yours,

H. F. Byrd,
Governor.”

“Historieal suthoritigs differ slightly
mmgard to the skirmish which took
Place here, but the sallent facts are
somewhat o‘r ‘this nature:

“After Gieneral Washington's Army
was deforted at Germanfown and with-
drew 1o the Perkiomen, where it re-
malted enoamped unbil December 11,

It wery into winter quarters. At that

particular time, the carly winter of
1777, hopes for an American victory
wem probably more remote thah at any

time during the Revolution. Phil-
adelphia, the seat of the new Govern-

‘ment, hod fallen into the hands of the

. The rumerical strength of the
wa' at Its lowest, and to accen-
_the want of food, clothing and
t, oné of the mos! severe win-
ters hver ubiﬁenqaa in this loeqmy
Ats bia ;

Iremt an esdtablished his ¢
the now fameus Winter
{ at Valley Forge.

“Trom there small bands of men siefe
Jioten qispatched to annoy aub
e soldiovs of the king: atbs
|oging panties, burnirg sway outer) de
Tenses, and capturing supply trains—in
fict. dolug everything possible to make

Wme resleonts remember. that while the
winter wao ‘too severe for warfare onia
{large soale, that the men and wamen of
Amerien were still determired ta gaty
| thelr frescomy, even at the poiut of the
(‘bayonst, i

“Just one hundred sng Gity yaarsago,
tomorrow night, o .small detail of Vir-
ginly eaviltymen. ‘Light Horse Hupry'
Lee's troopers, to be cxset, lefh Vallay

Forge, swept down the Ridge to recofis
notter and I possible to attack o Bits
ish outpost, Evidently this small hody
of soldlers advarged o tnile ar to below
this point, and probably they peno-
trated the outer British lines. m
caused consternation within the ef

Ireduoats were guickly mobillzed to with-
stand an attack, and general excitement
reigned, for these few Americans ml@t
prove the vanguard for a gemtxl ll;n
tack.

It was exactly for this p 1
these patriote had ridden rp Taf, o
thelr work was well accomplished, ﬁmao;
historians belleve that they were lined
upon, returned shot for shot, and that
some fell upon both sides. We 1o cers
tain, however, that this small band wewn
chased from the city, by the aroused
|and infurlated eremy, and the iatfle

|a.ud clang of their horses’ shoes echoed |
along the Ridge road, just one hundred
and fifty years ago, tomorrow night, |

“Upon the ground where this chutah
now stouds, there #tood at that thme, al
stone house—the home of Avrdrew
Wood and his family—and close bl!h,l{lﬂ"
this house a large barn.

“Andrew Wood ayas a patelatic s
aworthy citlzen. He wasa, shnmlpg' :
trade and I wan only, in all Hkeliliood,
the necessity of providing for m-
| slderable famdly, which preverted m
| from taking the fleld himself. Before
hiz door that night these returm
troopers paused, Par down the road they
had sheken off pursuit, The cald WwRE |
intense and Valley Ferge some miles
away ocross the river. They nsked Mr,
Wood If they might kave rhelter until |
morning, ¥nowing Lis was their felerd.

Instantly they were made welcome. The !

heuse cotdd accommodate btuta ‘}m:
the ban and the straw,was o -
able haven fov any of these men, after |
kthe hardshlps of Valiey Funge, Sen-.
tnles were posted, plthough thoughts of
denger were scarcely entertalsed. With-
in a short thne thereafter Lhese muon
were sleaplog their lost sleep on carth,

"Meantime dewn in Philadeiphia Cap- |
tain Andrew Onthesrt, of the British
Light Dragoons, hed besn ona of those
officars aroused ard aslnrmed by the en-
trence of the Virginie cavairymen (nts
the British lin Whether ko wns it
formed . by m& Tory spy that.the
Americans hiad taken refuge in Wobds
Barn, we do not know, but it Sgowld
seem likely, us be apparenily came di-
recily to this spot.

“Hent upon administering o lescon ta
ihe coursgeous Continentals, he ordered
tofollow him, a company . of Br!t!a.h o
superior In numbers to. the Vu-ginh-

Troops! and stealing over toward




mantown, he crossed ihe Wissahickon
Creek above this point and erept guiefly
down the Ridge.

What fear of attack fhe sentries
meht have had would be certaimly from
the south, and nef ihe nocth. ‘The|
801 wariing of an ensmy at hand was
the sharp command to ‘surrender!” fol-
lowed by so prompt a volley of mus-
ketry that, even had the thought of
yielding entered thelr minds, they
would have had no time to have acted
upon it. With the sentries scattered
an immediate rush upon the two butld- |
ings followed.

“It 1s thought thsat some (14 those
soldiers resting in the house were able |
1o make thelr eccape; bul those in the
born wers awskengd by {he erack of |
gun fire, to discover thomselve: Bur- |
rounded by a much guperior force, and
the barn, i which they had taken
shelter, on fire in ssveral places,

"The hnstily aroused mien rushed to-
ward the enfrance 1o oscape, the flames |
#wirling wbout them, and were met with
a withering hail of bullets. Bome Tell
lifeless upon the threrhold, others were
driver back (o perish In the flamer, And
when the redeoats had ridden hastily |
away—Iin fear that the giare of the
fames, In the night might drow down
cther Continentals to nvenge thety fail-
en comrndes—the hurtying townspeople
discovered eighteen charved and muti-
lated bodies clothed in the coarse |
homespun of the patriotic arfifys .

“Tenderly these sshes were jaid to
rect -aeross the road from where this |
sacrifloe wans mide, snd in Ister vears |
removed 10 the Leverington Cemetery,
where a monument stands Lo commem- |
orate their valorous decds, |

"It is well for us as o nation—it is |
(well far us as individuals—that such |
“deeds cover the pages of our history, So
commaon hae been martyrdom for the
cause of freedom, that scarcely was this
particular event recorded. It has nil-
ways heen thus: thet when duty de-
manded that American men and women
should defend unto death, that which
was right and just, they heve resportded
| without. hesitation, and given of thelr
[ lite's blood without stint, And yot, one |
bundred and ity yesrs ago there was |
o distinotion—there was o difference. il
| "These men had cotng to our defenss
from o distant State—a fournoy ||
those tines extremely hugtrdous, even |
in days of pesce. Thoy could not, as
can we, logk Buck upon & cantury and ﬁ
#hali of unequaled progress s Np- |
tion. They had no teaditions to up- |
hold—uo citizenship to guard—4they ‘dic !
Lot have even o fog under which io |
rally. No monied Govermment stood
behind thelr effort, or alded much in
thelr equipment, ot thelr care. No hos- |
plials awaited the wounded, medical
knowledge was smell and surgleal
knowledgo'still smaller. Thore were no
#army nurges, no tender, vet skillfal
angeis of the hetblefinid, to ald the rall-
en. A helping hand from a comrade, {
perhaps, and these men struggled on in |
the mud and blopd of war—to win the
greatest victory hictory has ever re-|
corded.

| “What Ted {hese men? From what
came victory? Fallli! A vislon!
A coﬂmgv:mm holtef dn their own dos- |

{he mmﬁm oa the world. to M
manger of Bethlehem. There huve been
other stars shining to lead to righteous-
ness, and it seems gafe toc say that, save
cnly that holy light, nothing has so en-
lightened and emanecipated the eivil-
ized werki as the birth or OUr oW Dt~
tion,

"We here tonight bonor these dead ns
we honer all heroes of every war—-for
€very war lhas brousht them forth by
leglons, “And peace, 1o, has its heroes, |
25 staunch ard drue a5 they, Only a
few weeks ago. this distvict cuffered tho
loss of n grest saldier, an honored of-
figer, battliog in that confilct which
Enows.o0 armistice—the wor of science
agaitiet disease. There has passed Trom
us & courageons cillzen, an Ideal haus-
band and father, a learned Chrictian

|gentlemm1. We do not know the name
ef ope of those men who died for us
upon tRis spot. 160 years ago. tomaerrosy,
| bt we should ever do hopor 1o the
tame of & hero of o own day, and
the ‘name. of Clarence Keller Denpler,
MDD, who s desevibed hy, his most dn-
thinote friend as ‘A phydiclan to the
soul sad to.the body,” should never
page Irom gur memaory.

“And It s unguestionably fitting,
end it is unguesticnebly our duty, to |
give thonks. here in the house of ‘God, |
thot such men. have been born among
us. Flesh of our flesh. bone of our
bone, fruits of the same Nation. And
ve should give thanks, too, that we, of
lesser worth; are given the insight to
epprecistc their glorlous devotion,

“Mizy I ssk, in the momory of all |
keroes of this land, that we all stand |
in silenge for a few moments?"”
| Mr. Ceuffman's reguest was compiled
witl: and-as the congrégation stood in |
|aﬂenﬂe 1aps ts sounded by n Boy‘
.Bcout bugler, which was followed by
|an echo from some distant part of the
shurch structure,

After the singing of "My Country 'Tis
of “Thee,” the spesker of the evening, !
Hon, pamuel Emien president of the |
| Germantown Historieal Boclety, was in-
| troduced and addressed the comprepn-
tlm:.. an . the subject of 'Lﬂ.maricam.ﬁaf-|
| 4iom."

My, Enilen saict: “The year 1927 hog|
been a memorable ong in the Liétory of {
this part of our country, In that 1t
|mavks the 150th mnniversary of many
|imporiant events in the founding of
the Nation.

“The Battle of Brandywine, the Bat-
|t.1e ol Cermmntown and the oecupation
| of Philadelphia by the British forces
under the command of General Hows.

“There was of necessity a great loss
of lile.

“There were deeds of valor and rome
mistakes made, all performed by men
loyal to the cause of freedom from the

_ "It has been said that the Amerscan |

Army ard those back of the Amerlcan'
Revolution were =mall tradespeople and |
lermars, who were ‘badly ‘guided.

“The men whose hahor we are here |
to commemorate were sume of these.
Little 15 known of them exeept that they
'-l;me on Lheir way 1o join Washington's |
army, wese purcued by the ‘British
lroops, and captured and killed, They

| were executed ot the time of their en-
deavor to setve their counlry,

“Buch menas these forimed fhe bagk-
bone af our coumn thus Uit

—out of wmany, one ‘the wmoite

control, veb laa{rmﬁ"
letitide in self goy
“Attracted ‘ny ma-
overnment,
our shores.

These immigse z

descendants Wave proved themselves
good cliivens, in n darge part. Liberty
hes Init us clesely together as Mﬂ
fcans.

“Amermanlm.‘t.km then manifests [t-
eif first when iliese forelgrers adopt
our mode of dress, manners and edg=)
toins. More imporiant, however, is the
manifestation when he substitutes for
his mother tongue. the English lzn-
Bulige of our Nation. But these sie
only o small part of the general proneas.
. “To become truly Americarized a far
grepter change must be wrought., The
outward conformity iz mnot sufficient,
but his interests and affections must
become deeply rooted here. He must,
be brought into complete harmony with |
our ddeals and aspirftions and co-
eperite with us for their sttainment.

“What are American ideals?
wre the development of the iudlvidw
{or his own and conunon good.

[Torm of government, as well a8 human-
ity calls for the development of the -
divldual.  Under universal suffrage.
6very voter 18 o part ruler of the Btate
tand unless the rulers have education
(and character and are frée men and W=
nen, our great experiment in demo-
cracy must fall. It devolves upon the
| State, therefore; to fit its rulers for r
|task, it must provide facilities Tor the
development and the opporfunity of us-
i Ing them. Tt mustinot only provide ops
| portunity, but it must a&immmm
desire (o avall of i Thug weare. !
pelled to insist upon “fme

twhat we torm tmmam
Tm:lh‘ing
mmmmmm&edmﬁ

fights wlileh our Constitution

s—the Fight 1o life, mmymmé‘

of happiness. Life, in this con-

tion means liying, not existing; b=
» Treodom in things, industrial, a8
'mm ns politicnl; happiness includes:
snong other things, that satisfaction
| wduich can only come through the full
development and tmlmwbm n:! m
facultios, In order that men may v
and not m:are!y extst in m:ﬂ'&&tm

muy develop thefr faculties, they must
|have a rensonable income, they mnair
have health and lelsure,

“Every citlzen must have edummﬁ,
—mdad and confinuois, This edues-
tlon cannot stop st the ages of 14, 1
|or 20—it must continue throt
life.
| "A country canrot -be wproj
governed unless those responsthle
Ihat government have the proper
cation and the time and facilities for
continuing it :

"William Penn in starting this great
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Tend
the way, mthemamoimtmﬂy
ligious [berty. but #lso in ed
He wirhed to show that the literal
Gospel of Jesus Christ was practicnl us
well as spiritual—full of sound sense as
| well as divine Revelafions, R

“Compurg our calony with Massashis-
retts, with Maryland or virztn!a!

"To follow the elwa:\_ rment of
country In its resch

WhyE mmmng and !nmuam. 'ﬁ:'is
dor Mistorleal socleties
les,

|




M- on the site of the massacre.
Doctor Strodach stated that for more!
: tmive years the congregation of
, In thejr own qulet way,|
5" Héen commemorating the event of |
0 years ago, and that the organ, which
{s in the bullding, was placed there by
:tht congregation and its friends, in
honor of the fallen Virgirians, and is
fexown s “The Patriots Organ.”
. He spoke of ardent Americanism of
ithe people of Grace Evangelical Lu-
theran Chureh, most of whose forebears
avers of German origin, but who, in the |
mest recent war, sert their loved oms]
1o the fleld of battle to uphold the
inciples of thin great and plorfous
i riean Natlon.

. "Phe memorial service, tonight," sald
m pastor, “is emphoecized by the part
i ,ed ‘Iiy the loenl historigal ancd pa-
lic socleties,”
or Btrodach displayed several in-

ng war religs, which are the prop-
~of Btanley Hart Cdéuftman. One
an all-leather Hessian helmet,
h was dug up on the Cauflmon
e on ‘Rochelle avenue, in Wis-

St st
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Former Park
Guard Dies

William H. Shingle, Who Pa-
‘ troled Wissahickon Sec-
- tion of Fairmount Park for
More Than Thirty Years,
Expires in New Jersey.

The funeral of Willlam H.
Shingle, former park guard and

| the first to patrol his beat along

ihe Wissahickon on a bicyele, was|
held Saturday from an undertaking
establishment at Germantewn ave-
nue and Washington lane,

 Mr. Shingle, who was 75, died|

Mmg of gifts, from the people who
mmoea their all for us,"

" “Ouward, Christian Soldlers” made o
fitting hymn for the recessional.

- Among the many socleties which took
pary in the cervices were the Granpd
m of the Potomac: Hattal-Taylor
: of the V. F, W.. Honry Houston
‘Post, and P. 0. 8. of A, Sons of the

lean Revolution, Daughters of the
[mmu RHevolution, Boy Seouts, Girl

1§ i, the Nurrieﬂ otsuf::oriﬁ’ Ha(;pl-
d, Clty Historieal Soclety, the Ger-
mantown Boclety and the Wissahiokon

First Paper Mill :
Sir: The statement that in 1798, David

tenh tablished the first Pﬂ
_Rﬂ oS ?:smr!u at boro tﬁw

. 1t was 1693 at the
mﬁ mmﬁgta and r.ha founder was
Wﬁlhm Rittenhousa, srand!‘n.ther or

m tﬁ:m n.nd blic o!ﬁco-hold-
o Wi, Ji.. vics presi-
Z_cm't %Hun.g:kcm Valle:r Hiltorlcal So-

on Wednesday of last week at the
'home of his son, Charles Shingle,
‘at Monmouth  Junction. He Iis
survived by his wife, another son,
and two daughtlers,

Mr. Shingle, who served for more |
than thirty years along the Wissa-
hicken, was frequently commendedy
for heroism in boating and skating
accidents and for his quick work in
cafching runaways in the era when
buggics and sleighs were in vogue.
Years ago, just hefore his daughter,
| Ethel, died of .a fever, she asked

that the 37 cents in her penny bank

be used fo help move a mission
from Morris and Penn sirests to
‘Wayne avenue. It was thereafler
known as the Ethel Memorial Mis-
sion. Several years ago it was
torn down and the Protestnat
Episcopal Church of the Advocate
now occupies the site,

§o
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Stormisof Old

Destructive

Century-Old Newspaper Re-
port Tells of Damage and
Total Loss of Bridges Over
Local Streams.—One Ma'ﬂ
Drowned.

June of 1833—-—a century
was certainly rough on the brt
and  other  structures over th&
Wissahickon and the Schuylkill,
according to an old newspaper
report, which reads: e hal.

“The late heavy storms have
‘caused 8 more disastrous freshet
in the river Sehuylkill, and some
of the neighboring streams, ' than
hag been known for many years.
There are no bridges left on the
Wissahickon  except one. ‘The
| bridge above the Falls at Robin-
lson's Flonr Mills, (Robeson's) we
understand is entirely swept awﬂaﬂ_»
A safe bridge will very soon  be,
construcfed at Robinson's (Robe-

son’s)  Mills,. Much damage has
been sustained by the canal on the
west side of the Schuylkill, Dun

: Wissahickon | rm&
B0 furlously that the stone hrmga
on the Ridee Road was swept away,
as well as the bridge next abmg
The houses en the left bank of the
[Schuylkill, above the Falls, were
‘inundated and many artioles, such
ns barrels, chairs, tables, ete. wer
floated on. A barn <swept &afm
from the neighboring hills; is
standing high and dry in the mid-
dle of the twnpike road between
the Falls and Manayunk. X,
“Anthony J. ‘Thomas, aged 36
years, was drowned at Thomas’
Mills on the Wissa in the
freshet. Any information relative

to the body will be gratefully re-
celved,
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Birds, Snows, Slopes, Trees

Of Wissahickon Celebrated
By Pennsyl vania Professor

“THE WISSANICKON HILLS.” by  Cor- standing of the loves und tragedies of
nelis S prady, DETey of Pamnalo, L sthared families that live in

sylvania Press.
Reviewed by NORMAN WEBE. the Wissahickon, The drama of na-

OME seven miles northwest of our | ture 15 ssldom lost to this most ob-
S olty’s blatant rear is a dark, serving gentleman., -He wrltes of the
romantic valley, Bplit by & tum- | 144is hrown creeper that spirnls his
bling, tossing cteek and hugzed bBY | way through the November rain: of
the soft slopes of timbered hilis. To | the vigorous robin: of the lquld song
some of us they are the hiils of home , of the Kentucky warbler, and of the
—t0 the world thelr wonders lie | wren, the fox-sparrow and the sibilant |
wrapped in the lovely name of Wis- | nissing of a disapproving screech owl,
sahickon Hllis, J He paints a mugic ploture of quar-
In mellow prose Professor Weygandt | ries and caves. of mice and mousing.
has given us a glorious pleture of | He. taiks of the trees, the unfriendly
these hills and c¢reated 2 volume that yet graceful hemilock, of the tullp
I8 & brilliant successor to “The Red poplar and the majestic oak, Ha telis
Hills," published just a year ago, with enthuslasm of boyish escapades,
This 15 a book made out of the| gt lying belly-fiat on cherry branches
vivid memoties of & happy boyhood, | and ealing the sunwarmed frult, of
a sturdy youth and a ripe, full man- keeping nis tortolses and his elght
hood: & manhood that with thelscresch owls:
lengthiening vears has not lost any

of the hearty joy of the out-of-doors. T"G“S_‘ ?_f lﬂﬁ'. Dame Nature,
‘Weites With Gusto, This distinguished
W ut #

{jm.gmé& 1916

Communities a Theme -l
|for Story Writers -
This eommunity, under Kolpiug
|leadership is often confused wit
j2nother communistic ‘enterprise -
nected with the old stone b i1
{on the Wissahickon, at Kitchen lane,
'known as the Monastery. However,
the Monastery was of a later ds te,
end the dwellers there were ment:
bers of the Church of the Brethren,
or Dunkers. -
Various story writers have taken
the Wissahickon communities as|
themes for stories. George Llpﬁ
found here a splendid field for th !

enercise of his fantastic 1magm'a$a' on.
day

(and some of the traditions of t

were manufactured by this strange
genius, 1L
Less well known than Lippard'a
stories are some tales which Dr. Wil
liam M. Fahnestock wrote, nhgugl
1350. Among the titles were tha fol
lowing: “Brethren of the Wilder
ness,” “Cupid in the (Cloister,” “Hid-
den Treasure,” “The Alchemist,”
“The Haunted Mill,” “The Bridal
Tomb,” and “The Forsaken.” These
stories are diffienlt to find nowadays,

{but those who have read them say

they are superior to Lippard's.
i ————

—_—
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? Memorial Seruice

Continental Soldiers of Lee's Wirginia Legion

HWhoe Bied in the Service of Their Cotry

At The Barn Of Andrewm Wood
Hoxhorounh

Becember 19, 1777 m

]
- !
|
|
I

ﬁﬁ

Grare Evanngelical Lutheran Church

Roxborounk

Hen. William H. Cooper m

Pastor f‘
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On December 19, 1777, Captain Andrew
Cathcart of the 17th Light Dragoons of the
British Army. then occupying the City of Phila-
delphia, with a squadron of men, surprised an
American picket of 18 men of Lee's Virginia
Legion, on Ridge Road at an outpost about
four miles from the City. The British, greatly
outnumbering the American force, opened fire,
immediately cutting down seven of the Conti-
nentals. The others retreated in the direction
of Valley Forge, where the main [orce of the
American Army had recently established their
winter quarters, Toward nightfall they took
refuge in the barn owned by Andrew Wood,
in Roxborough, which formerly stood on the
site now occupied by Grace Evangelical Luth-
eran Church. There they were discovered by
the British. Failing to respond to the first chal-
lenge to surrender, Captain Cathcart ordered

the barn burned, and the Continental
soldiers were killed as they
tried to escape.

Memorial Seroice
AT
GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Wirriam H. Coorer
Pastor

SUNDAY EVENING
December 14, 193Q

PROCESSIONAL—Hymn 202
"Rise, Ye Children of Salvation”
THE VERSICLES AND GLORIA
PSALM 65— (Page 213)
THE LESSON
ANTHEM—"Recessional” ) - . Kipling-De Koven

HYMN 493—"God of Our Fathers Whose Almighty Hand”

ADDRESS— " "The Massacre at Wood's Barn,”
MAjJorR THOMAS S. MARTIN
President, Wissahickon Valley Historical Society

HYMN 490— "My Country, 'Tis of Thee”
EULOGY—"The Virginian's Service and Sacrifice,”
Rev. WM. H. CooPER
HYMN 494—" Trom Ocean Unto Ocean”
THE CANTICLE AND PRAYERS

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL—Hymn 379
“Onward, Christian Soldiers”



SCENE OF THE MASSACRE
DecemaERr, 1777

THIS SERVICE has been arranged as a fitting memorial by the
Wissabickon Valley Historical Society. Officers and Directors of the
Society wish to acknowledge with gratitude the sincere and active
collaboration of the Pastor and O fficials of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS

Rev. WiLLiam H. CooPER
James K. HELMS

Louis F. KaprpEs

JosepH S§. MILES

Miss MARGARET MASON
A. C. CHADWICK, JR.




To Wissahickon Valley Historical Socie‘tyij boplil. |

Dues $2.00

Received Payment, . 2 2
Exccle bt eor ]
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“THE HIDDEN RIVER"

AN ILLUSTRATED LECTURE
BY
DR. THOMAS LYNCH MONTGOMERY
ALSO
MOVING PICTURES
OF THE WISSAHICKON, TAKEN BY THE
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER OF PHILADELPHIA
AND OF ROME TAKEN AT THE INSTANCE OF MUSSOLINI
AT THE
ROXBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL

RIDGE AVENUE AND FOUNTAIN STREET, ROXBOROUGH, PHILADELPHIA
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 19209, AT 8:15 P.M.
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

THE WISsAHICKON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PLEASE PRESENT THIS CARD AT THE DOOR



Wissahickon Valley Historical Society
Philadelphia

THOMAS 8. MARTIN, PrAEE
EAST HERMIT LANE

JAS. K. HELMS,. vICE PRES
189 KALDS STREET

MRS, EDITH R. SCHOFIELD, TrEAS
0604 MIDGE AVENUE

JOSEPH 8 MILES, sec'y
N4BS MIDGE AVENUE

A, C, CHADWICK, JR.. HISTORIAN
SBRY FISKE AVENLE,
HABT FALLS

A meeting of the Society will be held in
THE KENDRICE COMMUNITY HOUSE
Tuesday Eve., Jan. 21, 1930

‘o
at 8:16 P. M. *°

‘;,V

MR._ JOEN-PICKSON" < W

will speak of older Roxborough, as he knew it.

Mr, James K. Helms will show a moving picture
reel, loaned by the B, & O. Railroad, entitled

THE IRON  HORSE'

All members are invited to be present.

Joseph B. Miles

Secretary.




SUSSDAY EVENINU, APAiL o8th, 1681, starting BFE, Vaziighttine

inder the auspices of the Tissaniguon ‘eiley
mistorionl colely.

be soeedta 5N SUaRES.

Historical or Fatriotic talk or sddrosst
Sy the licon. Harold e lmighty =» Judge of
the vcarts of ontgonery “oumnlo.

sote: Juflge night wrote g April 200,
that he will bs ay/hand betwesn
7440 and B, ; in hie om car.

Gomittoe t:‘ his ?ur:cl:naMo

Hiles, Unad rratt unyer

who wiil precent i to ?'—mufn-.g Cfr100Te
Lort tugr

dhowing of the Sound Picture:
SOHGE DAY Gt A GASAVER PRikADGLINIA 10 A1891549"
with the CGompliments of he vening sulleiin,
e As T HMO!'. or hids ?ﬂ“m‘“ti"n
they will URp % statement from e jor
Yartin end gome of the wore prominent
spectators proga:t.

venelusicnt

Introducing, Joseph 5. Lilee, Jsoretary of tue
Scociety, who will ask those present, whoure

interectad, to pake spplicatign te jeln he
idstorioal Soolety on the blanke fummished,
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Wissahickon Valley Histori-

~ cal Seciety Sponsors Trip
to Sources of the “Catfish
Stream.”—Party Led by
Hocker and Yardley.

~ Members of the Wissahickon Val-
ley, Germantown, and the City
Historical Bocieties journeyed to the
Henry Comly Farm, at Montgom-~
eryville, Pa., on Saturday affernoon,
‘to view the springs which are the
source of the Wissahickon Creek.
Led by Edward W. Hocker, of the
|Germantown Soclety, and Ernest
Yardley of Fort Washington, the
party left Ridge and Lyceum ave-
nues at 2:15 P, M. and followed a

the group to cross and re-cross the
Wissahickon about twenty times.

Skippack road, Morris road, Lewis’
road, the Dawesfield House, one of
George Washington's headquarters
in 1777; Reeds's road, School House
road, Freas’ Mill, Weish road, North
Wales road, formed the greater part
of the course, and thence over lanes
is.nd fields to the spring on the
Comly Farm, which is occupied by
‘& tenant farmer, Joseph M. Frey.

This latter gentleman received the

cirouitous route which permitted |

Valley. Green road, Mather's Mill, |

party and courteously directed them
to the spring, about a guarter of &
mile from the house. A lone mul-’
berry tree stands guardian over the |
little fount, or well which gives
birth to the Wissahickon, which
travels from this point, some nine-
teen miles to the Schuylkill,

Near the Wissahickon Bpring,
there are two wooded tracts, one
to the south, the other northeast.
A continuation of Welsh road runs
ageross the Creek about two miles
below its source, and it there falls
over a little dam,

There is also another spring
which feeds the creek, just south
of the North Wales road, but the
one on the Comly Farm is by far
(the larger of the two.

-—
(16 -17-1729
DIRECTORS MEETI'

Directors of the Wissahickon Val-
ley Historical Society met on Tues-
day evening at the home of its
president, Major Thomas 8. Martin,
on East Hermit lane.

Plans were made for the coming,
season's activities of the organiza-
| tion and a resolution regretting the
‘death of Dr, Thomas Montgomery,
|the late librarian of the Pennsyl-
vania Historical Society was passed.

the former house of Phoebe
ghter, now (1853) owned by Evan
owhattan (in 1936 Enown as
e Hermitage, home of Major
omas S. Martin, secrefary of

ount Park Commission)
gipiere John Kelpius, the Hermit of
$ . . e Ridge. used to live, and near
Seventy-Six Year Old Com- #8 "{F5 010 ve som nit spring
munication Discloses water; and it crosses the Wissa-
i 3 5 kon Creek above the Arcade.
. Interesting Facts

name of Hermit lane has oOnly
‘AN ANCIENT ROAD ¢

n applied within a few years.”

Che Hermit lane fthat we know

Mﬂls:y, doesn’t go beyond the Wlssg-

Y o ; &kon Drive, but by walking north-

Gave Access to Grist Mill A along this auto highway traces

Operated by Murlin q the one-time lane ecan he seen

Ri 1 | g the Boulheast side of the Creek,

ittenhouse [glyanbing up the hillsides
hool House lane.

An old letter came to light, among At its Roxborough end it has

the effects of a resident of the bl en continued across Ridge ave-

Wissahickon section, who expired %% and even down into Wissa-
recently, that gives some informa-| MEckon and Cresson street.
tion about the establishing of Her-‘

toward

mit lane as a thoroughfare,

| The correspondence, to an old
I loeal ‘historian, is dated 1858 and
reads as follows:

“The present Hermit Iane was
also the occaslon of considerable
litigation when first opened, and
this feature has not yet deserted it,
if all that I hear is true. It seems
that from some point of Paper Mill
Run ( or Monoshone Creek), there
was a road which led to Township |
Line ( Wissahickon avenue) and|
this was accessible to Marfin Rit-|
| tenhouse, who owned the grist mill
(near where the present great
Henry avenue bridge crosses the
| Wissahickon), just above the Log
Cabin, by a short detour, but he
had no outlet to the Ridge.

“Hence in 1791, he and a number
|of his neighbors applied for a new
road from DBensel's lane (now
8School House lane) past his mill to
the Ridge, and the Jury reported
in favor of such a new road, a mile
and a quarter long, beginning on
Bensel's lane, about 132 perches
southwestward from Township line.
|But there was a strong remon- |
strance against the road, on the
|grounds of expense to Roxborough
Toewnship, and also that there were
five other roads from Ridge road
to Germantown. The repori was
therefore set aside. Another jury
that was appointed on June 4th,
11792, reported a private road, from
the mill of Martin Rittenhouse Lo
| Ridge road. and sald that it should |
be three-quarters of a mile and
forty-five perches long.

“I 1794 a jury awarded the fol-
|lowing damages to the owners of
'lands through which the road
passed: Viz; John Levering, 20
pounds sterling; Michael Righter, |
10 pounds sterling; and William '

1




Of Journey to
This Vicinity
Wissahickon V‘a Iley De-

seribed in Chapter of In-
tere,sting Book

PTILL WRITING

Quotes Annalist’s Tmpression
of Three Quarters of «
a Century Ago

Cieorge Barton, a resident of the
| Quaker City, who penned a volume
entitled “Little Journeys Around
Philadelphia,” back in 1925, contin-
ues to have a column of a similar
nature in the Catholic Standard
and Times.

One of the chapters in Barton’s.
book relates interestingly to this
particiilar “neck 'o the woods” in
which we “wake up o' mornin's.”
 Says Barton: “We are likely to
find ourselves all alone in this syl-
van dell. (meanin’, as Eddie, the
Office Boy sez it, The Upper Wissa-
hickon Valley). The absolute quie-
fude is broken only by the running
water and the singing of the birds.
The leaves are beginning to turn
ﬁnﬂto_f&.‘l]a;ndweﬂndom;path-
way carpeted with the most gor-
;g.udesigns of nature. The sight
of these beauliful colors always
brings to mind the line in Sacred
Seriptures which declares that the
glorious raiment of Solomon was
not comparable fo the garb of na-|
fure, As we go along, we con-
stantly pass little roads radiating
_f;:lm the Wissahickon, each one of
\whiell would be sufficient to tempt
Es into byroads if it were not for
ithe fact that our time is Hmited
‘and we must keep steadily forward
{if we are to reach the end of the
line by dusk.

"One of the earliest of these by-

less than a mile from the
&tarling point (at Ridge avenue) is
z-HG{:lslt'ls,né. There is a footbridge
‘ae’oss the stream at this point and
tha wayfarer who is so disposed
may easfly spend a portion of his
fime in surveying a scene that
w_ ‘tempt the brush of an artist

¥ arouse the noblest instincts of a
m soul. A little further on we

ome to other side roads that lead,
as one man has it, ‘into the wilds'
of Roxborough'. We pass Kitch-
en’s lane on the leff of the creek.
ﬁ gets its name from W, O.
Kitchen, who had an estate there,
Off on the summit of a hill, over-
_the stream, is what has
been called ‘The Monastery’. Here,
according to local tradition, the

ation. Just when they

| cottages and

the Indian Rock Hotel (since gone

e Dotice Mongstery avenve. Near-
by on the left of the drive, we see
& nabural curiosity in the rock, Tt

is the representation of an Indian
with a t%mga&ke in his hand and|
apparen act of springing
orward. There are other phenom-
ena of this kind, especially around
Valley Green, but one needs to
have a good imagination to see the
objects that are supposed to he de-
.picted-h

And so, Barton goes on, up the
rugged little gorge. He returns,
however, to tell of scenes nearer
the centre of the city in this man-
ner;

A Tew words about the entrance
and the exit of this beautiful para-
dise, we will bring our rambling re-
marks to a close. Before we reach
what may be called the Ridge ave-
hue entrance to the drive, we pass
through what is known as ‘the
Falls’. Few places In this part of
the country are quite as guaint ns
the Falls of Schuylkill. How shall
I describe it There is no better
way than by quoting the words of
El Bowen, written almost 75 years
ago. I can promise that after all
‘these fears this degeription still
holds good.

~ ““The vicinity of The Falls is!

much frequented; he says, ‘in the
summertimie by the citizens of)|
Philadeiphia, Théy ride out here
o get an airing, The romantic and
_piel.uresque Wissahickon empties
mto the Schuylkill g short distance |
abeve the village, and this is the‘
prineipal source of atiraction, Its
banks are beld and rocky, over-
grown  with stately trees whose
shade afford & eool retreat from the
heat and the dust of the eity. There
are several hotels or places of re-
freshment, both in the village and
on the Wissahickon, and there is
no lack of material to gratify or
amuse the visitor. The drive from
the city is very refreshing — the
road being remdrkably smooth and
studded all alang with handsome
asteful scemery, as

| well as with objects of historical

and general interest. It is custom-
ary to enjoy tho' ride late in the|
afternoon hefore dusk, while many
drive out to partake of the cele-
brated catfish and coffee and re-
turn by the *“light of the moon™ "
Riding horseback, both for ladies

and genflemen, i3, in these dnys'l
one of the reguisites of a polite

, education, and the taste for the e.x—|

ercise is indulged to the fullest ex-
tent—though there is still a corre_s-’
ponding number of vehicles some
of them splendid equipages, to be'
met on the road”’

“We awe Eli a debt of gratitude
for this vivid description of how
the Philadelphian three-guarters
of o eenfury ago acted and lived,

\although it is hard to forglve him

for his referenice to what he is
pleased fo call “tasteful scenery.”
Bo much for {he entrance to the
Wissahickon Drive. We have ai-

rendy s e aht s of

interest hetween there and the
quaint Pro Beno Publico drinking
fouritain. A mile beyond this poeint,
at the eastern end of the Rex ave-
nue bridge, we 3ee the arched gate-
way leading to Indian Reck,
crowned by the crouching figure of
a Lenape warrior. Soon we come
| to Thorpe’s Iane, and then we go
through the Andorra Nurseries fo
| the county line. We are at our
journey’s end now and we bid
farewell to the beaubiful Wissa-
hickon near one of the high points
L of Chestnut Hill.®

ww?‘a%;;‘?z P

ISTORMI LEET

MAJORT.S. g

President of Local His-
torical Society

HELMS VICE-PRESIDENT

Major Thomas 8. Martin, secre-

tary of the Fairmount Park Com-
on_ ‘Tuesday might

misslon, was 3
elected president of the Wissahiek-
onValley Historical Society, at its
annual business meeting held
The Hermituge on Henult lane,

Mujor Martin succeeds Stanley
Havt Cauffman, president for tha
past year, and James K. Helms
was elected viee president, BuC
woeding J. Ellwood  Barrets, Hohﬁ
retiring officers taking thebr places
on the Board of Divectors,

Other officers elected  at 1
meeting were: Joseph 8, Ml
moaretury; Edith E.Schofleld, t
mrer, and A, . Chadwick, Jr,
‘torian,

The following Bourd of Direstors
lwere also named: Dy J. Frankln
Strawinski, Franklin = Bdmonds
Ernest J. Weber, Wallace B;"qﬁ:'--l
ley, Mrs. Wi, €. Ames, Missl
Blanche I. Heidinger, Miss Min-:
nie Heidinger and Mrs. Sarah B
Sehofield.

Suggestions were mades for
yarious activities which the Sos
ciety will take in the coming year,
including the reading of DRpers,,

pitrioti¢ services and hikes ta in-
tervsting sites and bulldings, !

. Ellwood Barrett, on behalf of
the Roeiety, presented the re
president, Btanley Hart ©
with three volumes o
Annals of Philudelph

Park Commissioner Made
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Walnut Lane
Bridge Calls
Forth A Song

i

-—'ﬁ—
Re-Inforced Concrete Span,|
Over Wissahickon, a
Pioneer of Tts Kind

HAS BEAUTY SETTING

Constitutes a  Permanent
Tribute to American
Skill and Daring’

Almost three score years ago, in

zantuan structure” carries. Imag:
ination has arches springing ev-
erywhere to the sky, mounting md|
merging and blending thier curves|
into each othey, distributing their,
burden as,if it were a sublime joy, |
Ainging the stresses about with de-|
lightful fancy, which each catches
fin turn and hurls on to the other,
-At the base of the blue bridge, it
would seem as If a great parabola
of water had been flung from
some empyréam mountain chain
and in descending, froze rigidly
into & rythmic melody of curves
whose extremities embrace the
valley clopes, The bridge piers
towering and prodigious, yet sub-
dued by artistry, aspire ever to
thinner air, until, when lost amid
sky and tree thev break into deli-
cate  semi- circles of exquisite
beauty whicl perspective enhances,
The trees stand by on the banks;
like black-green abutments, to re-

iny, Professor Bach, a grem.[
engi.near worked diligently at his|
| table, prespiration falling from his.
forehead, as he charted stresses on
the lengthy paper before him. But
a smile, a yery faini smile, played
about his Hps, for he was giving
the world the first: basic theories
for reinforced concrete construct-
ion. About the same time in Phil-|
adelphia two very clever engineers
were somewhat *similarly employed.
Before them also were charts and
hundreds of sheets of inlricate
mathematica]l equations, and blue
prints of plans. And smiles sym-
bolic of success perhaps, glowed in
their features, for here spread out,
lay completed the plans for what
was until then the largest concrete
bridge in the world yvet in the ab-
stract. A short two vears later, a
‘white span leaped over the Wissa-

‘hickon at Walnut lane. a concrete
.monument to engineéring genius:
& permanent tribute to Ameriean
daring.

Today, from an aeroplane, the
bridge is but a white streak in the
center of a winding green valley,
over which cars travel like anis.,
From above the span the white
ghost of Willlam, Penn surveys the
primal forest, gazing from tJle
vérnal solitude of the north: be-|
hindthetrees to the south rise
therosepinkslmronAldenPark
Manor, cul into a blue sky.

. The many graceful arches of
the bridge, spring from their squat-
ting haunches amid emerald ever-
greens and a profusion of wild
flowers, thrust austerly upward in
curved flight and lose themselves
4n the branches and closely-woven
patches of foliage. Its stupendous
‘main arches, fighting and groaning
under naectlon and reaction, are

‘huge and massive, moulded for re-|
‘sistance and deflance. They leap,
reaching ever upward over an arb-
oreal chasm to @& point 130 feet in
the air and there—falhng—ta.nl
like a comet, and bhurrow themsely

'mtp tlie shpeng-a! bhe tar side

a5 a half ring, whose base is buried

|the sky into bleak nothingness.

'who clambers over its staunch rail,

cetve forever the are of this brifige
given fo their keeping, just as the
cast and west horizons of heaven
ever recelve the rainbow. At the
top, huge fingers project from fhe
sides of the span to hold the pave-
ment, a black bar against the sun.
At times the underside of the arcs
seem wrought of precions metal—
creeping silver ripples thrown aloft
by the reflecting stream caught
and imprisoned there. And then
Nature plays a caprice, showing
this monolithi¢ creation in flight

iin vast wealth of emeralds, whose
crown—Alden Park Manor—is com-
‘posed of prismatic ruby crystals,
garnishing the alabaster are wilh
deep-rose splendour.

Graeeful, ¢ch how very graceful

arc with deep-rose splendour. “A
jainbow spanning s garden of
Paradise!” A{ sunset it is an

nkmnge crescent across & cerulean|
BEY.

| In the evening 1t drifts—its cen-
‘ter spans cut looge from the abut-
ments and drifte and floats sport-
ively on layers of blue valley mist.
Clusters of white stars pather there
under the grey arching canopy, as
if in a fold, throwing vivid white
fire to extinguish the creek, mur-
muring, yet lost far below in the
depths of blue fog. And, above on
the span gaufomobiles travel with
bursts of speed. They shoot Hke
white comets horizontally across

A prayer, it seems, this bridge, a
prayer of genius that curves up to
the stars and lingering there car-
esses them for one short instant,
and then falling, rushes headlong
gathering momentum, till In a full
terrific burst of speed, it shatters
and splinters its way through bed,
rock straight down to the nether
regions. “Suiecide Bridge,” some
dub it, but even to the neurotic

thinking Lo leave the sombre world
behind, this span, and the valley
mrheneath mmlﬂm_beatmng
| lof bea m aridge  Is

above the watar Ii:
!eet The mh:eers referred to in
the beginning of - article are
Messrs, | Webster and Quimby,
Until 1015, Walnut Lape Bridge
held the world’s record for being
the longest concrete span in  ex-
istance. Since then, spans of thisi
length have bel:ome compa.mt.lvely
common. In 1927 the longest span
built in America was the Cappellen
Memorial Bridge, in Minnespolis,
with a span of 400 feet. A bridge
in France now holds the record
with an arch spaw of 558 feet. But

{American  engineers were the
ploneers,

H W. P,

(o~10-1929
Assist at” W
, Unveiling

Ceremonies

ssahickon Valley Histor-
ians Dedicated Marker
in Germantown
HELD SATURDAY
Hallowed Spot at Point of
Greatest  British  Ad-
vance 150 Years Ago

v?

Germantown on Baturday paused
pay tribute to those patriot scldiéis
of the Ccﬂon:nl army who fell in their’
|&ttempt to free the town from ﬂ&t
-wp.a! British lnvaézrs b
| Clvie groups - reverontiy | dec 3
tablens marking those spots mﬂv
tied 10 /Washington's unsuccesstul
but valiant attempt to wrest Philas
delphia ‘from the hands of eemml
Lord Howe,

One hundred and fifty-two yeats J
ggo tho American army, under the
leadership of Washington, moved |
{from Whitemarsh to Germtmbawn
attacking the British outposts at Mt
Alry. At the Chew Mansion a strong
force under Colonel Musgrave neld

the Colonials in check until & heavy
fog ended the battle, making it Im-
possible to distinguish friend from
 foe,

! On Baturday afterncon patriotic
| eltizens made o pilgrimage to 12 spots
ol historic importance, where appro-
priate markers were unveiled and
dedlented.

Members of the Wissahickon Valley.
Historiea! Society, of the 21st ward
and vieinity had the honor of un=
veiling the second of the tablets on
the west side of Germantown amtw,.
snuth of mlpehocken street,

5 [ m Bﬁﬁﬁv




~ An Easter
Story

The old man slowly turned his
And looked me up and down;
mgkmquem'wmmmth

whihe-haired was his crown.

t do you know of Easter, lad?
What meaning does it hold,
For one like you who never knew
What life and death unfold?”

There was no answer I could make,
And pait;iaanhly xtstmd oy
Whﬂe was turning som gaze
On rippling stream and wood—
The Wissahickon, peacefully, '
Flowed through ‘the vale of trees,
Where Life responded thrillingly -
To Spring's age-old decrees.

In memory he seemed to brood,
Then said in gentle voice,

“ 'Twas forty years ago today,

I heard ihe birds rejoice!

3 thtnk they sang more sweetly

Beoaum they saw Her face,
A;whmweﬂrst stood on this

Imbued Wlth God's own gracel”

A tueful smile engaged his lips,
‘He paused and then went on,
“Yu;lh::e they called us foolish

On that far Easter dawn.

We'd stroll here on a Springtime
morn,

To reach this quiet retreat,

And felt that peace had smﬂﬂed

Our flight from Life's defeat!

"And a8 we stood In silent awe,
And watched the sun’s glad light,
She saw a birdling on the ground—
No-doubt struck down in aﬁlfm!
8he gently rafsed its
form
And held it to Her breast,
And then Her tear-dimmed eyes

swept up, .
1 As If in holy quest!
i

"Her face was glowing with a light.
'Not. known on earth or sea,

As in a voice like muted song
‘She made Her startling plea:
‘May He who came to life this day,
Be merciful, and give

That precious gift He justified

And let this poor bird Hvel

' "Hm; clasped hands raised the little
orm

Toward the shining skies;

‘And as I waiched; mmd in awe;
I saw it stir and rise!

It wavered on unsteady feet,

Its twitching wings outspread,
And then 1t fluttered slawly up
And circled overhead!

A SN

"We watched it m;ghten out ami

- throats
That strove for notes in vaini”

The old man cessed, then slowly

turned,
And pnlnsed to a glade,
Wherein a shaft of sunlight blaged
In contrast to the shade;
‘And in unearthly light there stood
A little mound of stones,
Where hovered countless feathered
forms
That sang in lilting tonesl

“What do you know of Easter,
lad?" :

But gentle were his words;

“How ean you know of Easter, lad?

Until you know of birds?”

I did not amswer, nor can I now,

But this I know full well:
The lesson that I learmed from

him,
| Is one words cannot telll
A.C. C.

H~fe~3%3

Wissahickon
In November

| Long stretehes the creck, a liguid
Iemerald rinning turgidly under a
sodden, leaden sky, turning, twist-
g, seeking to find for itsell more
of the deep furquojse ficcks in the
lieavens, to reflect m!at.s water, For,
gaunf are the reflections of sparse,
black, and smethystine trees, with
only a few Jewels of leaves, and the
chalk white limbs of the syeamore
thrust into the blue. Long since
hag it been, that oaks and ash and
gilyer birch mirrered themselves as
glowing pragiers and shook down
fheir beauteous autumnal burden of
fire-leaves, (hai dropped only to

-

crackle and gkid like burning boats
on the green waters, or to side-slip
and play in the air, or to hurry in
wild abandon down the wvalley,
leaving trails of fire reflections in
their wake.

On the driveway is a soft russet
carpet of leaves—a scar of bright
colour sweeping into the hills, High
above, on the trees ,th&¢ wind rat-
tles the dead leaves In & fantasia,
and on the road maekes swirling ed-
dies of sienna eolour, that mouni
and undulate and fall in g never
Surceasing kaleidoscopieal array.
‘The low hills creep to the north
kwith their colour lost in  purple
mystery. Oul of them suddenly
m sheets of dazzling silver, like
! ﬁpaam of barbarlans marching

. valley, -.B_ain- patters,

is enguilfed in = guiescent beatitude.
The valley pales; then becomes
guickly luminous with burnished
light as the snow ceases, Golden
shimmer the sunbeams from volum-
inous gray cloudbanks, and all the
vale is tawny yellow gold. Shadows
fall pale, yet delicately blended—
rose and lavender bars they are
across the golden russet of the
leaf-bound drive. The créeek is a
gleaming vellow liquid, spesreﬁ
with green hemlock reflections, All
jall’ is vibrant gold, beautifully
shapened. Like a sequined, studded
veil of precious jewels, flung to the
winds, are the leaves swaying in
the treeteps, and from the feath-
ery clouds foating lazily overhead
there is seemingly distilled, & peal-
|ling of crystal chimes, which ring
elear in the cold air and echo and
re-echo up the valley, How like
Jsoving it is now, when it treads
these hills with feeg of bloammal,
Soon you will be clotlied again,
preat black hills, with green guid
flames, and festoons of flowerst

| It is dark. Sparks of iguld gold}!
|flash and merge inte the nzurel
| twiighl and clouds from the refleg-

‘tiun of the evening star, lividly, yet

waveringly mirrored in the placid

from the sky is the premature

water. Likergreat white-blue tears

snow, falling scftly [roem the void

of twilight, touching the water with

ghostly whiteness. Now the moon,

!4 great orange sphere, peeps

over the crest of the hills from be-

tween great clouds. As i, moungs
higher it is shatiered into frag-

ments by the black branches ‘of
trées. The gir is crisp and cold,

and wintry gusts blow from fthe

north. Spon this valley will glistan

with ice-bound streams and (rees

wiicse bunched branches will shoob

off splinters of silver light antl

olink a glass melody i the

Soon these purple hills will shixn«

sy

mer vith gleams of argent iee 1
and erystals will hang from | 'p_‘--'f
trees, -t

Ah, but many of us will n ;ihn
this harren bleakness, Well, there
Iz always Granads with tt.ﬂ mm
clear as diamonds, perfume of |
the flowers -which ornament fts
courts, the golded dust bathing its
ravines and terraced slopes and
the mountains like heaps of rubies
nd carbuneles: there is the Gen-
cralife with ts enormous clusters
of oleanders and roses and the pea-
cocks waking upon dismanu&q
walls: there are the blue
Alps ‘with groves of myrtle Euﬂ,
aloes and blossoming lemon trees
and the great blue flung bay of
Naples—zh, iIs it not true that
thought need not likewise he bar-
ren in the wintry davs to come?

H W R
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Wlssahlckon is
Memory-

Brings Back Bex_:ollech.ens of
Noted Horsemen of the
“Gay Nineties™

LAYCOCK RECALLED

Roadhouse Proprietors Con-
sidered Snowstorms a

Boom to Business

By E. R. MUSTIN

Heavy snowfalls of the

month recall to mind the days of |
‘the “gay nineties” along the Wis-

_cateh the rhythm and
it across the va.n-“-’y

sahickon Valley when aleighing
parties, behind fast sleppers, with
the merry ringing of bel " made

winter a dream of pleamn'e,.

The first snowstorm was always
the gignal for old time horsemen to
hitch up fheir steeds and race up

past|

the creek to Indian Rock Hotel to
win the bottle of wine which was
always presented to the one who
arrived first.

This old boftle of wine created
‘intense rivalry. Hundreds sought
to win it for the lucky person al=
ways got a hig write-up in the
Fhﬂadelphia. Record from “Bob”
Laycock, who featured the sporting
pages of that paper with flowery
publicity about every horseman and

;},mmf‘iﬁ?n’i'ﬁ

e winlﬁla‘i‘n Q
you'ng ev&ry
'Then, too, there was mnm'
good skatln_g on the Wissahickon
Creek. This brought skaters by
the hundreds out from town, to
enjoy a skim over the icy Sﬂﬂee.
Local restaurants made many &
dollar serving hot drinks and san
wiches to the sportsmen.
The gay nineties were full o
ﬁ“é?ﬂ Y Solhig, soaparat i m
or nothing, compare
expensive drinking parties of m
smash-ups, hit and m
accidents and deaths.

- Women with painted 1lips, moka

ing cigarettes and standing up a6
{bars drinking the same as men
were unknown. gl
Proprietors of hosteleries
havebeenaﬁaidhon&terto

| business.




' C. Brookeep Elizabeth X

- cording

__§§rieper
- Whitemarsh, in (he

Historians Receive Ancien
- Deed From Patrick Powers

recorded in the year 1764, was pre-,
sented to the Society, by Mr, Pat-
rick Powers, of 7520 Ridge avenue.,
eiated"’
over the acquistion of this note- |
westhy addition to its store of doeu-'

@” E‘o;f 15¢€

3

Document Recorded Before United States

ence Is Gift of Prominent Roxborough Citizen

Came Into Exist-

At the June meeting of the Wissa-

hickon Valley Historical Society,
held at the home of its president,

Major Thomas S. Martin, on East.
Hermit lane, Tuesday evening, June !
srd, a deed to Roxborough _la,nd,|
written on sheepskin, with all its|
queer old fashioned seals, intact, and/

Officers of the Society are

ments and other relicg Dbertaining to
‘this locality. !

The outside of the deed reads as

Tollows:

- BETWEEN George Righter, late

_-the Township of Roxborrow,

1764
DEED ¥ i
George Righter & Ux
to

Leon:d Striepers i
“Received this day and date of
the within written indenture of

the within named Leonard Strie-

per, the sum of five shillines, it |

being the Consideration Money

3
|
within mentioned we say received |
i

by us.

Witnesses Present George Righter .

At Signing her
Righter
Thomas Lusk mark” !
“Recorded in the Office for Re-
of Deeds for the City
and County of Philadelphia, in
Book H, Vol, 25, page 472, on the
6th of April, 1765, 7 :
“Wifness my hand and
my Office, aforesaid, ° ;i
C. Brockouth, Recorder.”
" The wording, on the inside of L
the doeument states: i
“THTS INDENTURE made the |
thirtieth day of November in the
Year of our Lord one Thousand,
seven hundred and sixty-four,

of Springfield Township, but now
of the Township of Roxhorrow, in:
the County of Philadelphia, in.
the Province: of Pennsylvania,
Weaver, and Elizabeth, his Wife,
of the one Part and Leonard |
of the

County afore-
said, Blacksmith, of the other
Part.

“WHEREAS in and by a certain
Indenture bearing date of the
eighth day of March, one thou-
sand seven hundred and sixty-
three, made or mentioned to he
made, between Barfle Righter, of
in
the County of Philadelphia
Blacksmith, of the one part, and
the said George Righter of the
other part, Reciting 2s is there-
in recited, and for the Considera-
tion therein mentioned, He, the

Township of |

seal of I l

“said Bartle Rishier did grant, ©
bargain and absolutely sell. re- :
lease and confirm unto the said g
George Righter and to his heirs ;

and assigns, A CERTAIN tene-
ment and two distinet Ilots, or
Parcels of Land, in the Town-
ship. of Roxborrow, aforesaid,
The First of Them Beginning at
a Stone in the King’s Highway,
thence by the road leading to
Christopher Robin’s Mills, south
fifty-two Degrees, west seventy-
two perches, and a half,. fo &
white oak at corner of John
Martin’s land,
same North 38 Degrees, west 22

| perches to a stone, thence by the

said John Martin’s Land, north :

92 deerees, east 80 perches, to the

|
!
|
;

thence by the |

said Road, beginning, containing {

ten acres and a half of Woodland

and the other of them containing

twenty four acres and sixty nine

perches of land, together with the '

apnurtenances to hold to him the

said George Righter, his heirs and

assigns forever.
said recited indenture, recorded ab

As in and by the

Philadelphia, in Book H, Volo, 19, |

Page 451. & ©. relation being
thereunto had more at laree ap-
pears. NOW THIS INDENTURE
WITNESSETH  that the said
George Righter and Elizabeth, his
Wife, for divers good eauses and
considerations them  thereunto
‘moving and more especially for
and in consideration of the sum
of five shillings, lawful Money of |
Pennsylvania, to them in Hand,
well and truly paid by the said
Leonard Striepers, at and before
the Sealing and Delivery hereof
The Receipt whereof they, the said

‘' George Righter and Elizabeth, his
{Wite, do herchy acknowledge and

“presents have granted, bargained,

thereof do acquit and forever dis- |
charge the said Leonard Striepers,
His heirs and Assigns, by these

sale, released and confirmed And
by these Presents do grant, bat-
gain, sell, release and confirm un-
to the said Leonard Striepers, his
Heirs and Assigns, AIl the said
herein before described lot or par-
cell of ten acres and a half of

Woodland, situate, bounded and
being as aforesaid, together also |
with all’ the Ways, Woods,
Watercourse and Liberties
Privileges, hereditaments and ap=
purtenances whatsoever, there-
unto belonging or in any wise ap-
pertaining and the Reversion and
Reversions, Remainder and Re-
mainders, Rents, Issues and Pro-
fits, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD
the said described lot or Parcel of
land, hereditaments and Premi-

i
|
i
|
f

- Striepers, his Heirg

~ the said Leonard Striepers,

ses hereby granited or mentioned
to be granted with the appurten-
ances unto the said Leonard
and Assigns,
and Behoof of him
‘his
Helrs and Assigns, for Ever |
UNDER the proportionate part of
the yearly quitrent, hereinafter |
accruing for the hereby granted |
privileges, to the Chief Lord or [
Lords of the Fee thereofs And
said George Righter and his Heirs,
the said degeribed lot, or Parcel
of Woodland, Hereditaments and
bremises, hereby granted or men-
tioned to be granted with the
Apputrtenances unto the said
Leonard Striepers. his Heirs and
Assigns, Against him the said
George Righter and his Heirs
against all and every other Per-
sen and Persons whatsoéver law-
fully claiming or to claim by,
from, or under, him, them 0T any
of them, shall and will Warrant !
and forever defend by these pres-
ents.

“In WITNESS whereof the said
Parties to these presents have
interchangeably sat their Hands
and Seals hereuntoo. Dated the
Day and year first above writien.
SEALED AND DELIVERED

George Righter
I—In the Presence of us
Thomas Lusk Elizabeth X Righter
mark 1

to the Use

et e e

C. Brokeep (?) her E
“The 15th day of December the ,
year of our Lord, 1764, Before me
Tsaac Jones, Esquire, One of His |
Majesty's Justices of the Peace,
and ete, personally appeared the
above named George Righter and
Elizabeth, his Wife, and acknow- !
ledged the above written Inden-
ture to be their act and deed
and desired the same may be re-
corded as their Deed. The said
Elizabeth thereunto voluntarily
consenting, she being of full age
“secretly and apart examined and
‘the contents of the same Inden-
ture belig Arst made known unto
her. Witness my Hand and Seal
‘the Day and Year above stated.:
y I. Jones”
Patrick Powers, the donor of this
| priceless gift, for many years, con-
{ ducted a saloon at Cresson and East
streets, in Wissahickon, and posesses,
| the friendship of thousands of the
| residents of the 21st Ward and vic-
E inity. When the 18th Amendment
i went into effect, in 1918, Mr. Pow-
1
I

ers retired and has sitice resided at
the Ridge avenue address.

He was born in Ireland, but in
| his early youth came to America,
| and settled in the 21st Ward, where
he has dwelt for more than sixty
years. .

Forty years ago he purchased the
ground, referred 4o in the old deed,
which was promulgatecd before the
United States of America was in
existence. The land was located!
at Ridee and Port Royal avenues
(once “the King's Highway”) and
extended to Hagy's Mill Road.
Twenty-eight years ago, the tract
was purchased by the City of Phil-
adelphia, for water storage and
filtration purposes. The plot, which
sold in 1764, for five shillings, or
$1.25 of Unifed States money, was
bought from Mr. Powers for several
thousand dollars, and, has, in the
Jatural course of events, increased
censiderable in value, since its last

< anyone-possessing such artie.

Ay be assured of their perpetuay
care by turning them over to the
Society, of which Joseph S. Miles,
5354 Ridge avenue, is the secretary. |

P

/




g

N o e o A

At e

e

| _-HE air now is full of “Spnngnme

ok sunshine or weather, the deep shadows

h-‘-.

In the Intercrt.r of "Gmtmen far Gmmtoum.ﬂ Feunded by the F:nr aud
Foremost of A’II Germantowners, Francis Damzl Paxtams, in 1696. :
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f-j:j C_(_mey Hemlock Greets Sprmgtlme m the Vallev -

' By JAMES K. HBLMS m.m.mn, Wmmhmkun Vniley Hlstunul Society

7 aroma, most saturating ozone, it i
~ penetrates our bones, and regardless.

of “The W;ssahlckon” lure us into the;tr

THE HEMLOCK THICKET
Below Valley Green.
“Into the Deep Shadows.”

_deptils. .' Now you surely feel the longing In the Autumn

for the shady by-paths, or the deeper Durmg the melancholy days of autumn, -

shadows under the never-failing ever- when the stalwarts of the wild forest are

- greens of thé dear old Valley, where so laid bare by frosts and chilly winter blasts

many like to roam. If you are among approaching, we are apt to ponder, and
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perhaps say thoughtfully, “Soon will the
old hills open up, and the rocky ledges
will be able to show themselves off in
their bleakness.” After waiting several
weeks, of dreary fall days, you return to
. your favorite tryst along the Wissa-
hickon, expecting to find all the sunlight
possible in the fast fading days of the old
vear, but from the distance you still see

THE STONE WITE THE SPIKE
From the One Log Bridge “of the Monk."

the shadows falling into the deep places.
Turning to vour old friends, the dull

gray rocks, vou feel that the numerous

lines silhouetted there, only predominate
more. Then, and only then, you realize
there is something more enduring to the
plant life of the Wissahickon Hills, mak-
ing the deep shadows just a little fuller
and richer, when the dull November or
December sunlight is allowed to seep in
a wee bit further.

See, there hang the bronzed oak leaves
of -autumn’s reward, holding like grim
death, while the less hardy foliage of the
poplar, catalpa, locust, mulberry, beech,
ash and maples have shed their green
summer coats, after first turning into
the golden tints and shades of the autumn.

But the bronzed autumn coat of the-

sturdy oak too must go. Then we lose

our deep shadows, and have only the

huge garnetiferous rocky slopes and hills.
The New Year Comes Along i
On a cold January day in the New

Year, we feel the magnetic hills calling

for a few of our dreamy moments. From
the enchanting distance we think of no
depth, no shadows, no place where “Deep
calleth unto deep, like the sound of water-
falls,” and for a short time the Spirit of
Gloom envelopes us. Before long we look
up and say, “Why there are those dreamy

“ledges.

shadows, there are the shadowy crévices
and clefts in the rocks, there are the im-

aginary silhouetted . figures, everything

seems only the deeper.” One cannot help

but feel that each season coming brings

new joys, which, while passing, takes dull
cares and sorrows along. What is there
so constant and permanent along the
Valley of the Wissahickon, that with-
holds and still keeps its romantic atmos-
phere throughout all the seasons of the

| vyear?

Native Evergreens
Good character wins firm friends, some-
thing permanent, enduring. So with the
charm of the Wissahickon. The real
everlasting charm of the Valley only pos-
sesses you, after the spring time, summer,

and fall foliage change, when one realizes '

there are “Native Evergreens.” These

through all the seasons, give the real

depth to the shadows, filling every nook
and crevice, enabling us to see great im-
aginary faces, glaring out at us through
the dim shades of the Wissahickon Forest.

As soon as you enter the deep gorge of

the Wissahickon in the winter season, you

-are introduced and get acquainted with

the gracefully shaped native of the rocky
You must not mistake the old-

fashioned native of the ravine, “The Hem-

The Two Stones of the Oue Log Bridge Below
Kitchen's Lane.

lock,” for any other evergreen. Here you

will find, close to the great City of Phila-

delphia, a long ravine, with its pictur-
esque stream, winding, turning, rippling,
even at places noisy. The hills of the
ravine are clad with enough native ever-
greens, to give a premangncy, which
creates an allurement throughout the
complete four seasons of the year.
(Continued on page 17)

- %
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“Shadows and Reflections of the
Wissahickon”
{Continued, from page 2}
Coney Hemlock

When standing out in the open, the
old hemlock is comely in shape, assum-
ing a perfect pyramidal outline, which
compels the second look. Here the song
birds will find numerous hiding places,
after other refuge fails them. But in the
woods the hemlock attains a far greater
height, like all the others, aspiring to get
tall enough to overlook them all. The
wooded groups will show deep green
branches at the top, while many branches
for quite some distance up from the
ground, will be lifeless. Air, light, and
moisture all are shut off from below, due
to the thick green branches up nearer the
top and the companion trees surrounding.

Then perchance you see the countless
cones, unnoticed during most of the year,
but if examined in midwinter they
strangely nod to you, making you think;
“Why, how did you get there, friends of
all, and why do you seem to blink there
all day long at us, utter strangers to you?

You seem to know us, and want to be | ___

~ friendly, while we pass you by.”

Hemlock Leaves and Cones

The Hemlock gets its beauty from its
leaves and.cones. The thin green leaves
are about one-half inch or so long. They
are narrow, but unlike the pine, they are
flat, dark green and shiny on the upper
side, and light green and whitish below,
having trace of a faint white line on either
side of the mid rib.

By June the tree is fine and handsome,
with every stem tipped with new growth
of light yellow green, which on account
of the brightness, are actually more con-
spicuous than the blossoms, which appear
in the springtime. Two kinds are found
on each tree, staminate and pistillate ; the
former are small, round and yellow, while
the latter are oblong and pale green,
which are replaced by cones about three-
quarters of an inch long. These cones
turn bronze, then brown in the fall, hang-
ing on dangling on the beautiful ever-
green trees, all through the long, cold
winter months.

Springtime is Here

Springtime is now supreme along the
rock-bound gorge, and with the bright
sunshine and beautiful balmy days,

Coulter Drug Co.
$400 GERMANTOWN AVE.
Coulter Corners

Germantown's Leading Cut Price
Store

- PRESCRIPTIONS DRUGS
STATIONERY TOILET ARTICELS
PATENT MEDICINES, Ete.
at Cut Rates

We Deliver Phone, Victar 4000

Lunch at Our Fountain

Table D'Hote Dinners and A La Carte Service

@afe Hernon

-ﬁﬂ st Ghelten Avenue
Germaviom
Phttudelphia

®
Open Daily Until 9P. M. Phones] st e o0

AW NINGS
_for Residence or Store

OUR business is extensive
in this line of work in all
parts of Germantown and
vicinity. Let ushang yours.

We also carry a large line of )
Toys : Sporting Goods
Games

MARPLE'S
5325 GERMANTOWN AVE

Below Coulter Corners
Bell phones, 0574-0575 Keystone phone, North 0140

g /.
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greater allurement is offered by the Va]lev
of the Wissahickon. Now we do not
wish for company and companionship, as
- we did during the winter days when few
will wander among the igneous rocks,
heavily laden with stores of mica, garnets,
and possibly other ornaments. Althougﬁ
springtime abounds along the Wissa-
hickon Ravine, why ‘forg‘et about the
dreamy shadows?
- With each succeedmg springtime we
get on the trail of the old arbutus, narcis-
sus; violets, jack-m—the—pulpit or- try to.

find a surviving trace of 'our creeping pine

friends; the crow’s foot; and the tm‘key’ s
beard or the sweet birch: and the sassa-:
fras. What would our lovely glen be!
without our old friend, “Coney Hem-.
lock,” who stands firm all ‘year round,
 while these short time stayers of the
ground are only visitors? Is. there not:
some fine, old’ 'specimen -of ‘hemlock,

- which has for some: reason become the.
companion of your many reveries, where;
you love to idle a few of your choice spare
moments in contemplation, or where your
better nature asserts itself, and you think
of the po:-.-mbdxt:es of your coming life,

an¢yeur interest in vour-fellow man?- zf-

nct, then hunt one up from among: the .
‘hundreds of the Valley. ;

- Out in the Moonhght

If you love adventure, but not too great e
a risk, wait for the moonhght night, and
say to your better self; “Tonight would

be ideal for that l@nged for stroll along
the Wissahickon.”

ago and there hundreds of them now re-
main. On yc ir moonlight stroll you will

look into, bui 10t through them. Shadows,
like character, are deep, especially the
hemlock shadows of the moonlight stroll.

These you must not fear; the more we try
to explam the more unable vou are to

understand. These deep shadows of the ; .:_

night will, on our return, only add to

our love for the old by—paths, which
formerly weie only familiar to us in the

sunshine. = ¢
The ng of the Valley

But remember that
you must expect to see the great depths
of the forest shades, cast by reflected
shadows from our ever standing friends,
the original natives of the Wissahickon
Valley, and our old friend Coney Hem-
lock. They stood there a hundred years

- Along the Wissahickon in- m1dtvi11tér,. i

‘Réad
THE HISTORICAL ARTICLES BY.
EDWARD B. PHILLIPS

Germantowﬂ. s Foremostﬂzstormﬂ |
' ' ON - - '

“Bits 'o-f.;_Fér4F-'amfe'd- (Germantown”
in the

Germantown Telegraph

EVERY WEEK




_the ot]d&ashioned-trec, “Coney Hemlock,” ]
“is the King of the Forest. Beautiful all

-

vear round, strong competition in other

rseasons makes it more or less obscure,
‘but lovers of the Valley, will never go

“back on the all-year-stand-by, because .

- ‘Coney Hemlock” offers companionship

wvear in and out.

Nature is the best planter. Wander up
the narrow glen, at any time, and crest-

_ing every mica laden, garnetiferous rock,
~ you will soon see its nature-given green
‘mantle. After you enter the Wissahickon

Valley, under the High bridge, and alon f

_the blasted rock, which opened the Va
ley, about a hundred years ago, you find
its charm thrust upon you, and if you are

thoughtful, or just a little romantic, yon
will think, “Wherein does this charm
arise?” and if you ask me to answer, 1
would say, “Let the ‘Hemlocks’ answer,
‘Shadows’.”

The Wissahickon Hall soon is passed,

 and beyvond in the woods are the Hem-

tocks, ever faithful, across the Creek; see
the little Garnet Glen, and then high on
the brow of the hill see the old Salaignac

. Mansion, almost closed in with its guard-

jans and evergreens of the whole year.
Then look up the next glen across the
Creek, The Renowned Hermit's Glen,
with the old Powwattain Mansion, and

- there too will you meet our friend “Coney

Hemlock.”

L4
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~ Carved in Rocky C]Jﬁ
AWAKENS THOUGHT

Boy ‘Scout Council. =
Dr. Hari calls it a s!gn mst be-
cause its purpose is fo stop those
‘who are hurrying past and open
‘their eyes to the beauty ~around
‘them. He says people are so mm-
on getting some place or just walk-;
ing that they forget to notice
gmmessm SUTTO!
The poetry that stops them :
‘this spot might well have been writ-
ten for it:
“The current, that with
murmur glides,

gentﬁe

cataell d sbohes

~ Giving a gentle kiss to every sedse
* He overtaketh in his pilgrimage;
" And so by mny wmding nooks he_.

g.mai

Argu ment

HAS OTHER EVIDEN(‘Ef

seﬁruhkig for interesting s

,htﬁe ch:ps of sbnna-which hﬂ car-
‘ried home he made the declaration
{that the Wissahickon Creek was
oider than the Schuylkill: river;
‘that the latmr stream_ came down

rock -
| banks of the Wissa!nckan and said
they belonged to the azoic age,
These, he stated, showed by the
y .wavynnesmﬁamﬂmttheyhad
Thou knw;‘:t, g&ms stODD'd im-|

are capable of standmg the
idary’s process of polishing.

“There is an old tradition to the
effect that the Wissahickon Creek
fowed

rebay ofth.c Qu Lane' Pumping
Station. This tradition was some-
what. verified before Gustine Lake
was made, when excnwﬁons for an
inhercepung sewer  was' made
‘through the former Robeson mea-
dow, evidence of the bottom of the
‘ereek or river ber! Bemg ftrund by

ithe ditch diggers.

‘many years ago, 3 8’903031%
_ imens.
{of rocks, made his way out fo thej

i valley oI the. Wxssalﬁckou. With his|
: g mgnij;jng glass he

site of the British advanced com-.

mnsm&deashnd ~west of this

 Battle Site, Next Week.

At the 150th annwe:rsary of the'_
Battle of Germantown, in 1927, &
fund was raised to mark signiﬂmnt-
sites connected with the battle. The

‘mantown avenue and Wainut lana,
Gennmtown avenue and High
and Wh@e stree&, Ghmcll: lan and;.

T 8 ]
Limekiln pll!ei‘ . pn:n and_'

enue and .Iuhnsan straet and Ger-

mantown avenue and Hpsal street,
“The marker at Germantown ave-

nue and Tulpehocken street will be

dedicated at 2:45 p. m. by the Wissa-

i ﬂ;ig:m v:a.ne;ri Historical Boeﬁe&y,ﬁ;

posed princpa
'!*ésident‘-g.. il

tdber 4 17177, th

‘Spot” was the

mands, comprising the 52nd Regi-
(ment (Second Light Infaniry Bai-
talion) and part of the 40th Regi-
ment, after retiring before Ameri-




Friends of tho Wissahickon Are
Marshaling Their Forces to Pre-
serve the Famous Drive as a
Parkway and Prevent ‘itz
Further Conversion Info &
Motor Highway, Involving
the Destruction of Its
Natural Besuty |
4 ARKEWAY or highway? Frients|
P of the Wissahickon—the organi-
zation of that name and thou-
isands of other nature lovers—ars
| earnestly protesting sgainst any de-
gpoliation of the beauties of Wissa-|
hickon Drive, in Fairmount Park.
EThe:r contend that its natural embel-|
ishment, which makes it one of the
most beautiful parkways in the codn-
try, is invaluable, and of consequence
to the people of Philadelphia far great-
er than any possible facilities for traf-
fia which might be brought sbott by
ite conversion into a highwoy.
*Intermitiently, for years, there has
been an effort to o¥en the upper Wis-
sahickon Parkway for automobile traf-
fie, shich is now denled there except
for a limited use of a small section.
| The ressrvation of this part of the
Parkway for the use of Tdea‘t_t‘lm,!
pquestriang and deivers of horses, has
‘been maintained, and is, perhaps, sof
firmly cstablished that it will be diffi-||
‘ult ever to lift the ban. But thm

for

‘even the o ot the Upper Drive
ey ()
r n_b'o wmmﬂ and finally forced to
m to utilitarien demand.

Current agitation has resulted from
a suggestion of ona of the antormobile
clubs—following =an accldent some
weeks ago—for the removal of a jut-

ve urged that the Drive
poodway | forway IOF Tesidents of
) ; or | o
Demands sznmpn and Chest-
Protested. nut Hil,) who were|

f chiefly comeerned in
getting to and from the cily in the
most convenient manner and the
|§é_1ortest time, rather than in the en-

ment of the acendry, which was the|
chief objective in the original layout
of the Park. In effect, the utilitarian
plea wag that this is a motorized dge,
and that the Wissahickon Drive has
Jong sines become a public highway,
mf ghould be treated ag such.

The friends of the Wissahickon con-
tond that the Drive was designed as
a Parkwoy, was perpefually dedicated,
|ag a part of Falrmount Park, to such

rpoies, and should be presarved for

use for which it was originally in-
tendeod, v

In greater or less degree the ques-
tion of Parkway or Highway arises
iin other sections of Fairmount Park.
| Fast River Drive, the sweep around
| Lemon Hill, to some extent the West
River Drive to Girard avenus, the
win roadway which crosses. to
Belmont avenue from the Park gate-
way at the western end of the Givard
avenue bridge, have become the acéus-
tomed routes of great fleets of motor
cars ﬂm between the city and the
#uburba beyond the Perk. Thers has
5?!!.' mmm"]&u freguent and

But In the Bast Park, and particu-
tarly ‘along tha Wissahickon, the re=

of the Highway come into direct con-
fiict, and the Iatter cannot be achiev-
ed unless tha former shall be sacri-
ficed. For instance, it is pointed out
that ff the particular nose, ‘or ledge

quitements of the Parkway and those|

of rock projecting on the lower Drive,
the removal of which had been pro-
posed, shall be cut away, it would
likely be found fccessary to removae
a large slice of the hill to prevent rock,
dirt and debris from being swept down
on to the Drive, Num-=
First Move bers of old trees would
May Lead to have to be laid low. And
Rerious Loss 31 this first siep should
~ lead o a general widen-
ing and straightening of the Drivae as
| might reaspnably be aslked for high-
Way purposes, the scenic beauty would)
beé ruthlessly destroyed, hundreds of|
fine old tulips, hemlocks, poplars and
caks would go and the stream bod
would lose its natural character and
become little more than a stréam in
a culverf, These friends of the Wissa-
hickon ‘argue that motorlsts who uge
the park drives as shorl cuts, advan-
taged by the absence of frequent inter-
sections and by other conditions of
safety .and facility, do not have su-
perior rights and should expect lo ree-
ognize and conform to the limitations
of traflic necessary for the preserva-
tion. of the Park sa a public recrea-
tion ground and beauty spot.
Morsover, it is contended that the
tise of the Wissahickon Drive is not
necess for the convenient motor
raauggc etween the city and German-
own, Chestnut Hill and outlying aub-
urbs in that direction, and thgy cite &
half dozen exisling routes—some up
Broad stveei with eross-overs vis
Cayuga street, Belfield or. Ogonla
avenues, and some through the East
Drive to-Hunting Park avénue—which
can be uscd and are used daily by n
considerable number. On all thesa

‘routes there are more delays on ac-
count of Aintersecting traffic, but the
plea is mada that if the motorist pre-
fers the advantage of the Park Drive,
its reasonable limitations, although
‘they may constitute s disadvantage,
should be accepled.

|
| The egsential requiremont is that the
matural beauty of Iaiemount Park
|8Tiall be prederved. It s a natural
|ageet of which Philadelphia hag justly
been proud and, although the relative
inaccessibility of the upper Wissa-
(hickon has made it not quite so well
'known a8 it should be, there is no part
of the park which répeys the rider,
the driver or the walker more for the
timg and trouble taken to get there
than a visit to the mo-
Wissahickon torless section that-les
An Asset north of Rittenhouse

streot, Thera, in A

van solitude such as
first settlers in the Wissahickon re-
gion knew, thers is, wintermdm-l
mer, a scene of beauty such as no
other city in the couniry can show
|and which has always ecalled forth
(| the sdmiration of visitors. It is &
|part of the park that ghould always
be kept as jt is.

Eyen on the lower Wissahickon,

where the rush and roar of motora is
now constant and where it

this seotion in suramer, escape
E:? éy'ﬁgin' . wooded
its refreahing coolness in summer

tually motor traffie over the Driva
experiences more delay by reason of
fhe held-up at the Ridge avenue cross-
ing, whera fairly heavy and steady
stregms of traffic cross. Kventusily
thers will undoubtedly be some separ-

one competent in handling %ﬁ’ﬂ

carrying Ridge avenue gn a vinduet
over m’i Drife. No- complicated or el
aborate construction would be requirad
for this p

toyrm_rv!ngthebmtyotthem
ent ontrance to the Wissahickon, S0

been sold, in ome form of repraduc-
“tion or arother, all over ths world.
|~ When the Falls bridge - was erected
it was deslgned with a view to carry-
|ing, an upper roadway, linkin? the |
helghts of gg.ﬁiamaunfx_m the west with
those of Queen Lans on the east, and
W ey e thal this will come fo puss
gome time in the future and form the
central structure around which other
changes in the vicinity will be gather-
od in harmony.

The mecessitien of traffic must be
accommodated, But they can be serv-
ad without despoiling the Park and
its Parkways, whose natural beauty
apd inspiration are €ven mors valu-
able to Philadelphia’s population of
hearly two milion than ihey were
when they were set apart perwt.ml;i
Elyfwmkpmpambylm..
trust,

ation of grades there, prabably by |

urpose and any plan sug-|
geated lhouldlmd'eaiﬂadwﬁhavlm-

besbtiful and distinctive that it has |

10 -7—(929

HISTORIANS TO.
MEET TUESDAY
The public is extended an invita-
tion Lo attend & meeting of the Wis-
'sahickon Valley Historical Society,
which will take place next Tu
evening, in the Kendrick Comi

16 - 26 ~ (929

History Society Elects
The annual election of officers of the
Germantown Historical Soclety was
held last night at 5341 Germantown
amm-r . . - H




. he stroller to a trail

Were won't to pace, with agile
siride

Toi_;zount the hills above the
t

have fled,
A native maiden sang her

S0NES
Of youthful love; and planned to
wed

A brave, whose strengih in
streteching thongs
To speed his bow-flung arrows
true
Was such as was endowed in
few.

Just. where the bridge ends on
the height,
Is Ldvers' Loap, where folk=
lore tells, )
They met one bright October
night,
Wh?; each star's brilliance ex-
CE
Its nelghbor in the God-sent
gleams
That glow in mankind's sor-
riest dreany.

1 ¥
And here they talked of hopes
athwarted
By selfish sire, stern and cold,
Who as the chieftain overlorded
This quaint old Lenape free-
hold;
Who ruled no daughter of his
clan
Should marry to an alien man.

Bo rather than to live apart,
The eouple made a solemin VoW,
That they would from this earth
depart
Tr;]gether, and they cared not
oW,
And with this pledge they made
their leap :
And entered Everlasting Sleep,

The plunge was made with heart
to heart,
Thelr arms were locked in fond
embrace,
And now, they nevermore will
part, ;
But dwell together in a place
Afar from this great graceful

SPan
‘Which serves the present needs

of man.
The maiden and the brave no
more
Are here to climb the cliff-
steep height,
And though their fate we all
abhor
We ne'er forget their fearful
plight,
And how they ended of their
woes
To find relief in Death's re-
pose,

Despite the sorrow-of it all,
There's something beautiful in
faith
Like theirs, with power to em-
The w0t with ;
‘thoughts; the wraith

Here, once in times which long |

Of which from those who long

storians

Grace Church

Major Thomas S. Martin to
Make Address on
Sunday

PASTOR TO PRESIDE

|Commemorates Massacre of
| Virginia Troopers at
Wood’s Barn

A Paftriotic Service, commemorat-
ing the death of the Virginia troop- |
ers of Washington's army, who per- |
ished in December 1777, on the
present  site of Cwace Lutheran |
Church, Ridge and Roxborough |
avenues, will be held at the church
next  Sunday evening st elght
o'clock. The Wissahickon Valley
Historical Boefety will attend in &
body . and will parlicipate. The
speaker will be Major Thomas 8.
Martin, president of the soclety.
The pastor, Rev. W. H. Cooper, will
also speak briefly on “The Vhgin-
ign's Service and Sacrifice” Kip-
ling's Recessional will be sung by
the choir. The committee on ar-
rangements s composed of Rev. W.|
{H. Cooper, James K. Helms, Louis
\F. Kappes; Joseph 8, Miles, Miss
Margaret Mason and A, C.
‘wiek, Jr. ¥

i At the morning service on Decem-'
|ber 14, the subject of the sermon
will be; “The Rich and the Hun-
gry.” This is the third of the "ad-
vent messages which the pastor this!
year is basing ppon the first chap-

Iter of Luke,

The teachers and officers of the
Sunday School will hold a business
meeting tomorrow evening at 642
‘Reclor street.
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& Rare Book Describes gl
?r Wissahickon Valley|

BY A, C. CHADWICK, JR. |

A rare old book, of which we' had thel
good luek to become the owner, discloges |
some information concerning rhe Wissa-
bickon region which should be of interest
to the lovers of that hemlock-crowned,
rocky-ittlomentod seetion of stregm and
woodlaud which even before its neguisi-
tion by the Fairmount Park Commission
was made sell-guarded by a gratious Cre:
‘ntor,

Thatil 1826 the Wissahickon Valley wss|
inaceessible pxcept by little by-roads and
lunes. Ap the Ridge road o mass of rock |
stood on one side and a precipice on the
ather. During that year the rock was re.
moved and the present road laid gut.

Until 1822 the creek emptied into the
“Bchuylkill river over a very picturesque
fall of water, ten or twelve feet high,
day the man-made fall is east of Ridge
avenue, a goudly distanee from ihe ereek’s
confluence with the river. |

— |

Says the old voluma. “Passing along
the margin of the Wissahickon, the car-
.niqe drive reaches first Wissahickon
1l At this saloon, which is a place of |

resort, rd.‘uubmenh and ieces !
re sold during the summer and ‘catfish
: coffes’ at all times.” At the time the
book was printed, which was in 1872, the
{Hall was conducted by Charles H. Lippen,

Goes on the story: "“A short distance

further on, the road passes a4 second res.
taurant, The Maple 8pring. The restau-
vant which bears this nume contains a ml-
legtion of very grotesque figures of ani-
wals, birds, beasts and serpents; thesel
are all the uncut roots of the laurel, found|
in these forms in the earth. They are th
dabor of the proprietor’s lifetime in the
foresta of this State.
\ “Buttegux may be ghtgined at this red-
anrant, us alsy at the lower one. by the
hour or for the afternoon or day, for ex-
eursions, The west hank of the stream at
thess points mosg mmenh-ntlv reached,
by this mode of conveyance.”

According o un pdvertisement, in tlm'
back piges of the book, the “Maple Spm
| Hotel and Museum, serves Catfish

Coffer, wines and ices, and possesses thn.‘}
must remarkabla collection of curiosities
in America." Its proprietor wus Joseph
Smith, |

—

The book tells of the I.ng. Cabin, am!"
upien the opposite bank of the siveam “a |
short distavee above it the rocky bluft
enlled Lover's Teap,” which iz pretly
woll obliterated by the northwest end of
Ahe fastorising  Wissahickon Memori
brifdgs, at Henry avenue.

The writer suys of Lover's Leap, Iy
overlonis from its crest a wild porge, Tt
(i the geene of one of the numerous bras )
ditions which survive here. Thers is w|
lﬂaslhre inseription in Latin, said to have

[been chiseled by Gelpius oo the fiee ar

't&e ok, aud

it “m.wlmm places aronnd
' ha “their jni

nitisis®

tons. jns_iéht lie on sha hil‘hﬁa’m, mi y |
‘short distnnce ghave the Lavi's Leap an-
ather rock juts out to the length of ptwen-
ty feet. One fools, after climbing to the |
crest of this rock and lookivg far down
upoa t’ht sharp stones in the gorge peering
through the holes and branches of |
}undemuwing trees, nol unlike the ad-
i To go on with one quotations, the bovk
of 1872 suys: A short distance beyond
(three and g half miles from the mouth
of the creek) g bridge crosses the stream
at one of the most striking piecer of
landseape along thix whole section of the
Park. As you approsch this bridsze, an
the opposite shore, in eurdy spring, win-
tor and sutumn, there is a strange effect
of deciduous trees among overgreens;
‘skeletons, 18 Dore wonld draw them, rig.
ing up along 'the verdure-crowned steep. |

“This bridge; known as The Pipe
'Brldm- finishad last year (1871) earries
the water sapply [rom the RRoxbotoeuzh
[t the Mount Aivy reservoir ap German- 1
town, It iy a gracelul structure, lited a
considerable height nbove the stream, ang |
presenting the appearanes of throe Iu.ln
| festoons, langing between the piors. The !
hridge is iron, and has four spans, #nrh
172 feet O inches; its whole length is 691
feet. and it is supported by three ijron,
Lpiers, 83 feet high, get on masonry 20
foet high: an altitude of 103 feot ubove
the level of the steeam. Two tweniy-four
ineh water maing form the top cord of]
the bridge,” 1
The writer adds a foot-note which says:
“Dr, Franklin in his will of 1780, recom
mends, ‘ag'a mark of his good-will, a tok-*
en of his gratitude; and a desire Lo be
useful to us after his departure that a
portion of the legaey left to aceumulate
for the henefit of the city of Philadelphi, | !
be employed ‘at the end of ono hundreds
years, if vot done before, in bringing by~
pipes the water of the Wissahickon Creek
ntol the town 8o as to supply the inhab- |
dtants,' His legacy remains unused. but
the work, by the appropriation of these
lereel: borders and pipe connections, has
jow been completely done, and is a mpst

mpproprinte tribute to his memory.”
|

- - G —
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The Indians
of Wissahickon
Valley

A Two Part Story of Tribes
That Once Roamed the
Wooded Stream

BY A, C. CHADWICK, JR.

High np on the Kille over the Wissa-
hickon Orook, near Valley Green, stands
the dffizy of the chieftain of the Lenni-
Ll?lif.!'pl.'s, known to frmuu-uh-rs of the sec.
tion ns Tedyusenng,

Teatifyifig to the greal swarrior's past
in the history of Pennsylvania, one of the
cupitils to a column i the beautiful
eapito] butlding at Harrisburg, bears an-
wther likencss of this Indian who onee
riled over part of this Commonwealth.

Twedyhscung was the lost great chief of

Eh]_u tribe.

T mwns thuse %wm te aﬁmaw

| akbility of the highest order, as a diplo-
mat and orator,

Before e was raised o the dignity of a
chief he had distinguished himself as q |
counselor in his nation. In 1750 he was
baptized at the Gnadenhutton Mission, lo-
cated at what is now Lehighton, in Car.
bon eounty, by Bighop Cammerhoff, o Mo-
ravian, of Bethlehem,

o the English-speaking people angd pri-
or to 1750, he was kuown as “Honesy
John,” his haptismal name heing “Gid-
eon.” At this period he was received into
the Moravian Church, although his recep-
| tion was somewhat delayed on acconnt of
“his wavering disposition.” And shortly
after he was envolled ng a member of the
misgion, his name was removed from its
lists.

It was not unti] 1754 (hat hiz people
callaed upon him 1o agsume a military
comnand, The French were then stirring
up the Lenni.Lenapes (or Delaswnres) o
lend apsistance in fighting the Tnglish
telling the Indinns that if the English
were permitted (o go on as they had beew
doing, thera would not be a foot of land
CTor the aborigines to live npon,
| Whatever miy be salid or the attitude of
Tedyuscung toward the Fnglish at that

time, it must be remembered that his po-
sition would have heen gy (ifieult one for !
any man to assume. He wus the head of |
an expsperated people,
| A people who had been robbed ald
wheated out of that shich all men hold
dear—their native land.

Small wonder then that the hearts of
the Lenapes warmed to the hearts of the
Prench, and that he failed on some oe-

ensions to gratify the Provineial govern-

ment.
Tedyuseung had many enemies, What

leader doesn't? The Munseys were espec-

lially

NOTED STATUE

J. Maossey Rhind's stone likeness of
Tedyuseung, chiof of the Lenni-Lenapes.
which wltracts attention of visitors to
 Valley Green, along the Wissahickon
Creck. :

i

Much has been written about him and
many hive questioned his motives, but on

A enreful inspaction of the facts that are
],‘irmntnd wi are forced to the conelusion
(that in Tedynscung—or as It is varviously
spdled “Tudiiskund—the people of his
olan hind g most Ndﬂi&! ﬂhﬂmyinn. whose

el l welfire of
every mejus

jealous of his friendship for the
whites and acensad him of double dealing,

It has been recorded by Indians and
whites who were closest to him, that the
true secret of his somewhat wavering con-
| duet was the welfare of his own natlon.

The great object of hig life wus to re-
cover - from tha Troguois that dignity
which had been wrested from the Lenni-
Lenapes by the Six Nations.

When Tedyuseung percelved that the
fortunes of war werp going against the
Frenclh, he intimated to the Moravians
that he was willing to be received again
into the mission.

This they refused to allow him to do,
and he then “endeavored to destroy the
peace and pomfort of the Indian congre

| gations,”

Concluded next week

rent at this council as the represanb

17

.
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The Indians
of Wissahickon
Valley

A Two Part Story of Tribes
That Once Roamed the
Wooded Stream

BY A, C. CHADWICK, JR.

PART 2—CONCLUSION |

The Christian Indians in the fieighbor.
hood of Lehighton wished to remove
Wajomick, because that region offered /
them what seemed to be superior ad#ni-
tages. In this idea they were eng !
by ‘the hestile tribes which wers allie i
with Franes, who desired them out of the
way so that they might attack the Eng-
lish frontier with less ehanee of detec-
tion, Tedyuscung had been n lul!lnt
promoter of this removal.
missionaries, seeing what the result would
be, wisely refused to go. Failing to get
the Christian Indiang removed to Wa-
jomick, Tedyuscung eame to Philadelphi
and the Wissahickon territory, to atte

j @ council of the Indians and English,

which legend says—was held on or near
the high rock on which the* great lhﬂaﬂ?-\
Rhbind statue stands today, On his 1'8*
turn to ILehighton, he acain asked

the removal to Wajomick. The mimﬁm
aries agzain refnsed to maove unlm {
Governor of the State afid all the Chiefs
so0 determined, With this answer Tedy- |
vscung had to be satisfied. !

——

By the influence of Governor Denny
the hostile and dissatisfieq Indinns were
prevailed to meet the English in a great;
council at Paston. Pa., in 1756, A
of wampiim wag gent to Tody nse ﬂ%
he wag told to meet the councii on Mons
day, as the whites never transacted his:
iness on Sunday. Tedyuscung was

of four nations: Chilohockies, Wa!lnmhﬁ,
Munseys and Wanmgers Tedyulcuﬂk.',.
give on this occasion the following very
pointed account of the manner in whiel
the whites fraudulently obtained th
lnnds of the Lenni-Leuapes, On
asked by Governor Denny for the
of the hostile movements of hiz uabi
against the whites, the chief replied:

“The reason is not far away, This \?m
gronm] (striking it with his foot) was
| my land. It has been taken away hﬂl
me by frand. T say this land, (this was
where the eity of Easton now stands) T
mean all the land lying between Torim’
Creek and Wyoming on the Susquehan.
na. .

“I have mot only been sgerved so
this ‘state, but the same thing ha
done tn New .Iemey nvﬁr the river,’




- Governor Denny asked him if he had |
heen served In this manner. Tedyuscung
| “Yes, in this very province. All the
Iand extending from Tohicken Creek over
the great mountains, has been taken from
[m in this manner, for when I agreed to
sell land to the old proprietary, by the
eourse of the river, the young proprie-
tary had it run with a compass, and took
{ double the quantity intended to be sold.”

—_—

Indians were defrauded also in
other ways, the famous “Walking Pur.
chage” bheing an example, On this in-

“walker” ran, and at another time he
“wwalked” after nightfall. All of which
was true, .

At a later council in Haston, in July,
1768, the same charges were made and
pressed bome, Again in October of the
game year, Tedyuscung demanded the
Keeds of purchases made, and that true
| copies be given him for reference, He
| further requested that a tract of land be
‘get uglde for the Invdinns, with the distinet
understanding that no purchase or sale of
the same be gllowed in the future. He
also asked that o road be opened from
Philadelphin to Bunbury, &0 that goods

than the Susquebaung river.

In 1757, at Enszion, Tedyuseung said,
among other things, “As we intend to
settle at Wyoming; we want fixed boun-
darics between you and s, and s certain
tract of lang fixed, which it shall not be
lawful for vs to sell, or you and your
children ever to buy.”

To this Governor Denny agreed. The
territory demmnded by the Indians com-
prised about 2,000,000 acres, and includ-
| el i wwhole or part the counties of Union,
Lycoming, Wayne, Luzerne, Columbia,
Montaur anid Northumberland.
| Iouses were built 8t Wyoming for the
Jndinns and missionaries sent to them.
The great Chieftain, howeyer, did not
long snjoy his rest. His enemies were

‘James 1. Magee, Jr., who recently con-

| ident of Germantown, He lives at the

stance the Indians claimed that thre.T.mmn Press, Roxborough. James M.

might be carvied by a more cerfain route |

ivep on hie trail jand in 1763 he was
ln:iml te sdeath in his own home, while |
drunk on liquor ssid to have been sent
thére to accomplish his destrnetion.

Within five years of his death the In-
dinn Innds were sold. At the beginning
of the Revolution there were no Lenni- |
Lenapes cast of the Alleghunies, By a
treaty in 1789, lands were reserved for
them between Miami and Cuyohoga and |
on the Muskingum, in Ohio.

* About

~ " Ourselves

pear in eve
.a long series on hand from her prolific
’al

Next week we begin & new four part
story on *The Rittenhouse Mil,” by
tributed a series of articles on “The An-
cient Mills of the Wissahickon.”

Mrs. H C. M, Chestnut Hill—The

poems of Mrs, Gertrude de Moya will ap-
this paper ry week. We have

pen.

J. P. H—Mr, Chadwieck is mot a ree

. Falls of Behuylkill and is editor of the

Magee, Jr., is o resident of West Phila- |

1w
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Park Body
Would Save
~ Wissahickon

Fight_Proposals to Widen
~ Drives Along Gorge
- of Beauty

HIKERS HAVE RIGHTS

‘Weygandt Brings Out New
| Book Concerning
. Valley '
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Over

od Ironiwork, at

Wissahickon

g Créelf, is Cause of Fear

[
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it Plates Are Said to

Park Drive Closed as Officials Feel Apprehensive of Henry
& AMue Bridge Collapse. — Buckling Gusset

Have Been Reason

determine exaetly what damage had
beenn done and how much the
shifted.

support,

The bridge for which the city has
Iset a cost of $1770,000, is to
‘be 1800 feet long, including
approaches, and the partly com-
Iplatad east span is more than 150
feet mbove the Wissahickon,

“I am hopeful repairs can be
made, but a thorough investigation
will be required,” said Alexander
Murdoch, Director of the Depart-
‘ment of Public Works, “I learned
about the condition at my home
Sunday night, and immediately
communicated with John T. Neeson,
Chief of the Bureau of
and Surveys, and John E Allen,
principal assistant engineer, wmo
visited the bridge at onece.

“0Of course, very little could be

Mr. Allen stayed on the job, and I

have made a personal investigation.
According to two reports I recelved,
a couple of pusset plates were
Biidkled, and two or three steel
columns were badly twisted.”

A gusset plate is a steel plate
conneclion of the steel framework,
| As required by law, a con-
!struction bond in the amount of 50
per cent. of the contract price is on
file with the ecity, This bond was

| former

‘written by  the Commrctal
Casualty Insurance Company and

the Consolidated Indemnity and
Insurance Company.

The Philadelphin Surety Com-
pany, of which George €. Klauder, |
law partner of Mayor
Mackey, is president, is the general
agent here for the Consolidated l
Indemnity and Insurance Company,

- For nearly two hours the experts :
representing the contractors, the
Bethlehem Fabricators Ine, which
supplied the steel; city officials and
representatives of the architects;
Modjeski and Chase, looked over
the bridee on Monday morning. The
‘architeets are the same who design.

ed the Delaware River Bridge,and

associated with
g wmaw
LA o et

Field Euperintendent Ashwnrth
explained the work had progressed
to the point where it had been
planned to lay the keystone In two
or three days

“If ‘'we can get the keystone into
| the arch without the framework
giving way completely everything
will be all right,” said Ashworth.
“From our examination so far, we
do not think the bridge itsell has
*been damaged in any way, and the
¢ fault is not with the bridge proper."

| done in darkness. Mr. Neeson and |

The buckling of the framework is
another highlight in the hisf.ory of
the span, which has been beset by
delays since the first architectural
sketch was drawn. Work was com-
menced last summer after bids had
| been asked !.nclrejected over a
three-year period.
Se\gm'sltimtmm-mry and
‘Fairmount. Park Commission failed
to approve the plans, and had
themradmﬂed.

e —

Rexborcaght News of; 3/;7

NEW HISTORICAL
SOCIETY TO MEET

The first public meeting of the
newly organized Wissahlekon Val
ley Historical Soclety, which s the
Historieal Seociety of Roxborongh.
Manayunk, Wissahlckon and the Val-
ley of the Wissahickon, has been ar-
ranged.

Invitations a~e belng extended to
the public who are interested to be,
present at & showing of D. W. Grif-

fith's romantic, thrilling and patels
otic’ photoplay, “Americsy” at the
Roxborough High School Auditor-
{um, Ridge avenue and Fountain
street, on Monday evening, Febru.
ary 28, at 3 P, M.

At this meeting the object for
which it was founded, its value to
the community, and the desirability
of membership will be briefly out-
lined.

Adm'sslon will be by complimen-
tary cards, which can be obtalned
at tie follow:ng drug stores [ree:
Entrikea’s, Manayunk, Roach's, Rox-
borough, and two Strawinski stores,
Wissahickon, or of J. Eliwood Bar-
rett, Logan M. Dayton, Wallace
Sromley, Ksq., Joseph 8. Miles, Ern:
est 0. Weber. 8. M. Cauffman, Jmen
K. Helms, Herman Miller. Hiram T
Wynne, Major Thomas Hsrtfn or P
G. Edmunds,




The above picture was taken, after the
hickon rior
: The arrow points to the
of the arch were heing placed in position, ~ | Lo Lo

was ponred.

to the time that
spot,

e T

HISTORIANS TO
MEET ON TUESDAY

On  Tuesday evenlng of next
week, theve will be o meeting of the
Wissabickon Valley Historical So-
tieby, at the Kendrick Community
Building, Ridge and Roxborough
avernues, h t

The guest speaker will be William
8. Dixon, a former city counciiman
from this section, who will recite
some of“the early history of Wissa-
hickon, Roxborough &and Mana-
vunk,

Mr. Dixon, who was considerably
active In . the 21st Ward in his
younger years, is one of those most
capabie of telling - of people and
aappenings of the past, and will
loubtless be Hstened fo by u great
umber of local residents.

In addition ta My, Dixon's talk, a

three reel film, “The Iron Horse”| i

will be shown, through the courtesy

3l the Baltimore nd Ohio Railway
Mm“?eék;’ '
mee

Maj

who s president of the Historicd
Society,

The Historical Society also Wishies
Lo acknowledge the receipt of Carrol
Frey's book, “The Independence
Square Neighborhood,” issued by
the Penn Mutual Life Insurance
Company, of Philadelphia, The vol-
ume is the gift of William A. Law,
president of the company. .

On Friday night last, members of
the soclety met at Ridge and Mon-
astery avenues, and left on a hike
down Monastery avenue to Ger-
mantown avenue, returning by
trolley and buss, i

On Friday night of this week, if
it is' @ good clear evening, another’
hike will be attempted. The meet-
ing plave is at Ridge road and An-'
derra lane, just about 300 yeurs
above Manatawna avenue, al 815,
Only in case of a good clear night,

; ng will be-in chavge of
M the Fairmount. Park Comm

will thie hike be started.

skeleton-like fajsework, under the Henry Avenue Bridze of the Wissa-
hundreds of tons of concrete, forming the giant sp:
where on Sunday the supports weakened as the final :

=1, A



lsework of |
Greal B‘riﬂge‘
- IsMoved

Huge Concrete Form of
Memorial  Span  Slid
Into New Position

TRAFFIC NOT HALTED

Engineering Feat Arouses
.But Little Excitement
Among Residents

l—-—-rl—-

SAfter waiting patiently for sey-
ergl weeks, those who reside in
locality, who were interested in the
slowly, but steadily rising Wissa-
hickon Memorial Bridge—the Henry
Avenue structure—were rewarded
last week, by seeing the great steel

falsework of the first of the two
great arches moved to an adjacent
location for' the pouring of the
conerete and placing of the finish-
ing stones of the second huge arc.

And the job was sccomplished

activity. No rush, no bustle, no
‘excitement, Automobile  traffic
‘mlong the pleturesque drive was not
helted for a moment.

‘The task started on Monday and

metal was almost in
‘position by the end of the week,
The falsework had been erected
on long heavy girders, laid down
near the waters of the creek, the
full width of the bridge. ‘These
girders, or tracks, as it were, had/
been set in very firm cement
foundations under the arches,
Steel wedges, provided with hug#
serews, at 12 separate points, were
released slightly—only \the fraction
of an innh——permitt.mé the great
steel form to recede from the
finished span of the first arch.
Pneumatic jacks, at 6 places, slow-
ly pushed the structure over on the
tracks, which ghad been liberally
‘greased. The movements of the
men at the jacks were synchronized
‘and the structure moved slowly in-
to pos on, so slowly that even the
‘hands of a clock would have seem-
ed speedy  in comparison. The
Ialsewm'k moved ‘at_ an average
vate of three feet per day: It was
indeed a noteworthy engineering
feat and will live lon&m the mem-
ﬂ;yefthoqe who participated in,
d observed it,

L

without any more than ordinary|

the tremendous mass of fabricated
the desired

:Great Con.cern

\

Conflicting Reports  Are
.\ Rife About Huge
Span

A'UTHORITIES DIFFER

People of This Section Are
Interested in Argu- |
ments |

| Wissahickon Diive, which ‘hay'
‘been closed since ngmry 25 from
'Ridge avenue to Rittenhouse street
because of the buckling of aeverm
of the steel supports on the new
Henry Avenue Bridge, was still
closed, at the time of going to pzem
‘last night. -«

Dissatisfaction of city eagineeml
with the design of the falsework of
the $1,770, partially  completed
concrete  bridge In  Fairmount
Park was reported In City Hall.
circles on

At the same time Ralph Mod-
jeski, of the firm of Modjeski & !
[Chase, engineers and architeets, |
who designed the structure, told
members of the Engineers at n
luncheon that the bridge will be
built as planned.

Buckling of several gusset plates
which reinforce the jointure of the
‘eolumns supporting the span two
wecks ago caused fears of a col-
lapse of the structure. At the time
city engineers expressed confidence
that repair of the steel falsework
of the span was readily possible.

Director of Public Works Alex-
ander Murdoch  conferred with
‘Mayor Mackey in the matier on '
Tuesday. The Mayor subsequently
stated that mponsnﬂuty “rested
! solely with the contractor”

Modjeski in his luncheon address
'glso said that under the city con-
fract with Francis A. Canuso &
Son responsibility for the falsework
rests upon the contractor. |

“No deslgn for it was furnished
with the contract plans, it being
left to the wnn'act-m- to provide
steel falsework of adequate stiff-
ness and strength,” he said.

It is understood that the repalrs
are being made with welding de-
vices instead of with rivets, in or-
|der to eliminate undue vibration

The drive which runs beneath
the bridge, was bincked off when
engineers. discovered thnttg:rt of
the steel work suppmmg span
had buckled.

mmmummaﬂ
fore Sunday.

(8 claint by the
| payment for this work.

Agamst Cltyl

8. J. Canuso & Sons Fﬂh‘
Briefs in Common |
Pleas Court p

STEELWORK COLLAPSED

$100.794 Added to Cost
Construction ' Through
Faulty Falsework !

Judge Rohel:t E. Lamberion,
Common Pleas Court’ No %6+ 'a&
Monday ordered attornevs to pkﬁr
pare briefs in the suit of 8. 4.
Canuso, and Sons, uomcbnrs. 'ﬂé
recover $100704 from the city for
work done on the Henry ‘avenue
bridge, which spans fthe Wm
hickon Creek.

During construction of the hﬂﬁw
the north arch was endangered
when steel falsework buckled and
t itened  to  collapse. Emer-

work was required fo rapnﬁ'
me damage, The 'suit rises out of
‘eontractors  lor

They sought to show wat the.

steel falsework was erected In
conformity with plans modilied
by city engineers. The dny iﬁs-,
claimed all bilif ;

was taken, Judge Lami

testimony
berton ordered diforneys for
sides fo file briefs,

ki
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Once Drew Huge Crowds Bl'ldge Nears,

The Wissahlckon Jve. after h.t.ﬂ.ns'
been closed for wvehicular traffic for
several weeks due to repair work which
was taking place, was once more
thrown open to the public on Thurs-

Wissa-
hickon reglon il now more sylvan in
! ite mspects than it was back in Civil
| War days.
and practically all of the dwellings that
once stood in close proximity to the
ereek have been removed. The excep-
tions are the Balalgnac House, the
Hermitage on the west slde of the
stream, and fhe Wissahickon EM
‘whic M‘&t
Drive snd Gypsy lane,
True enough, it is but a short dis-
tance to the homes and Innum'm of
| East Falls, on the southeast, and on the
heighte of the riorthwest are the streets
of hilly, old Wissahickon, which run
to the borders of the park, a stone
dnn-wwrislnumteettothetootot
Freeland avenue, But down in the
ravine thers dwells the spirit of rural
ealm, especially in the fall and winter
mo’nths when 'ptmlc wtlca do not
come to dispel 1t.
Of the old-time roadhouses but one

All of the millg and hotels, |

survives, and even it is no longer used
jas a hotel. This s the Wissahickon
Hall, or Lippens’' Hall, as some may
remember it. It is the first building
along the Drive above the Reading
Rallway bridge and “Dead Man's
Curye,” The latter name was given to
the sharp angle in the road, caused
by the projection of a huge boulder,
many years ago. S0 many

of carriages and sleighs ocodrred there
that the Park Commission found it
necessary to widen the drive: but as
the pmpui&tlon to blow up the pie-/
gtorm of op-

large part of the rock been re-
1_-moyed. either by 8 plide or at the
|hand;ofquontrmtor. And when one
conslders the number of #peeding auto-
mobfles- which pasa there every ds.y.
it 18 a good thing that the road is
wider than in the old days

PBesides Wissahickon Hall there were
two other resorts along the treek be-
tween the railroad bridge a.qd the Great
Lincoln

situated within & distanoe of less than
o mile, and for a lo ime each had

n large patronage. They catared, how-
lever, to three different stratas of so-
iciety. The aristrocracy frequented Wis-
sahidkon Hall. t was the Maple
Springs Hotel, ere the po-called
“midedle classps™ were wont to stop for re-
freshments. Some distance farther on
was the Log Cabin, which derived its|
revenue from persons who traveled
afoot, and whose greatest Indulgence
‘was o flvescent bottle of spruce heer,
‘Wafmes, catfish and coffce constituted
'the fentures of the ment, both at Wis-
ﬁ:&mn Hall abd mpla mw Ho-
i &

ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁg

fwas bulltr’“énce ‘I:ldmigcd to NWicholas
Rittenhouse, of Roxborough. Five Rit-
tenhouss boys, Martin, James, Nicholas,
Jr., Charles and George, and a cousin,
Wwilliamm Umstead, built the cabin. It
was  intended for headquariers of a
political ¢lub in the Presidential cam-
paign of 1840, when Wiillam Henry
Harrison was essaying an Al Smith,

After the election, John Cully con-
ducted the oa.’bi_n as a resort for plenics
and dance parties, Volunteer fremen
‘pf the city had festivities of various
\kinds there, and sometimes pugllistic
encounters were & feature, The place
gained its greatest fame under the
management of Thomas Llewellyn, who
succeeded Cully. He sold spruce beer
in big stone jugs for five cents a jug,
and ginger cakes at one cent each,
while those who sought diversion other
than that of appeasing the sense of
taste, could hire row boats on the
creek. The TFourth of July and Whit-
suntide were notable occaslons of the
year, when great throngs spent the day
in the neighborhood of the Lob Cabin,
| _As his business Increased, Lilwellyn
lenlarged the building, and he also pro-
cured several monkeys and bears for
the amusement of his patrons. One
of the performances that dellghted the
crowds was that of having the bears
pull corks out of spruce beer bottles.
1t 15 said that occasionally Llewellyn
had some of the bottles charged With
an extra allowance of carbonic -gas, so
thet when the wire securing the cork
was released there was a loud pop and
the frothing beer deluged the bear. It
1s snid that Llewellyn's collgction of
wild animals was the forerunner of our
present great Zoologleal Gardens.

The man who succeeded Lilewellyn
failed to maintain the prestige of the
Log Cabin. Then, too, rival résorts
were opening in  the neighborhood.
These two fuctors were instrumental In

| Ithe decay of the Log Cabin, and when

the purk was created in 1868, the re-
sert was torn down.

The Willlum Leonidas Springs Foun-
tainm now marks the spot where the
Log Cabin stood. This Is a stone
memorial wiilch Miss Jeannette C.
Springs erected in memory of her
father, Willam Leonidas Springs, who,
during the later years of his life spent
most of his time in the valley. usuullp
stoppling to rest at the place where the
fountain now stands.

“The Hermitage, & resort established
in 1844 by “Pop" Benson, on the west-
ern side of the creek at the foot of
Hermit lane, was one of Lhe most
popular picnic resorts along the creek,
|1t was reached by e frame truss bridge,
|wh1ch once stood opposite the Springs
Fountain, but which was blown doyn
in a storm several years ago. 1

Sometime, if the opportunity ever|
| presents itself, this Wissahlckon lover
will sttempt to write a tale of the |
mills which once lined the banks of the
stream, but inasmuch a8 editors pecm
to take a keen delight in using the
‘scissors: on  articles ‘which have been
stretchied out to the length of this one,
béhoom me to lmwa the telllng of
o future narri-

el PN SOCAFF, |
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Completmn

Giant Stmrtnre Will Be an'
| a Monument for Many
'. Months '

NO APPROACHE&

Condnwn Was Predictérj;{
[ By Fore-Sighted

People

‘ﬁ the Henry ayenue |

)Fm’ , Wil be ready before its

il
s structure over the ws;a-'
hickon Creek is almost comp-
I1.'|le-tet:l but lack of $200,00 in mu-
|nleipal funds to build wpprosm'l
|pmba.hly will prevent its inti
next summer or even later,
Failire to sell more than
1$7000,000 of the recently aubhor-
ized $15,000,00 municipal bond
issue has held up the preliminary
contracts for - and filling,
|ko that when contractors finish|
l.the bridge in about six weeks tﬁﬁ
work will come fo a standstill,
Controller Kadley beecauss of |
insufficient funds in the clty |
treasury, has heid up more than |
‘B0 municipal contracts including
the first small contract for re- ’
moving debris, trees and other ob-
stacles on the ground adjacent
to the Henry avenue bridge. '
Chief John H. Neeson, of the
Bureau of Englneering and Surveys
sald the date for the opening of
the bridge would depend entively
when funds are svailable for work
on the approaches, \
"“We hope to work on the gmd!m;
and paving early in the spring” |
| The new span, offieially known
las the Wissahickon Memeria,t|
‘Bridge, and dedicated as a mem-
orial to the veterans of the Warld.
War from Wissahickon, Rox-—
borough, Mangvunk, East Falls, and
surrounding terriiory,. was f
authorized on February 2, 1921
Bids werg opened, .wark begun.
Rt
t e bridge itself, be
completed in January, 1932, |




DAHAGED BY F

l

|Historic Roadhouse in Park
l’ Badly Damaged by Fire
!_ and Water !'

FIRE STARTED IN SHED

The new fAte apparutus, supplied
fo the local fire companies had thelr
Linitiad m on Friday evm:m
‘whep fire hrokie out, at .15 .M 'u#
Wissahickon ]WL on, ithie Wilgsahick-
an Drive, two sguares east of Ridze
avenue, causing damages that will
vun inbo geveral thousands of dollars,

The billding which was erected in
the last centufy, as an iom, has been
uged for many years by the Fairl
miount Park Guards as & guardhouse,

The residence portion of the Hall
|\uhi¢h is oocupied by Mr. and Mrs,
Joim Dorn, was damaged but slight:
11}'. Mr. Ddrn has been & Park em:

\ploye’ for many years and he and
|l wif act as caretakers of the
hullding,
| The fire is believed to have onbgl
l!namd in a4 shed in which the pari
‘police store oil for lanberms used as
|danger signals along the lakes and
drives, and galned considerable hea.m
iway before bhe mmimi of the five
companies firom Roxborough, Ham-1
|aw.nk and Bast Falla, |

The ﬂmmen weme compelled, oo
account of the absencaof fice plugd,
o wse the suotion hosa to dra
wator feom Wissahlckon Creck 1
guench the fames. The fire ¢
uvandum]:ermahlmgladmotom
the building and it became nacesss
dry bo remove most of the shingles
hefore 4he firemen could return to
thejr various stattons with the as-
suramce that the conflagaration would
nod alart out anew.
| Some of the firée apparatuy T
!maimed on the gcene for more than,
| four hours.

Somis fifty years ago it was a
‘hotel under (he Lippen management
and. wis moted for its catfish and

waffles suppers. an—tuxﬁm_

it Was-the-original "Z00" knewn

many —of ~onr—grandfathers a8 “1hs
“pld-dog cabind Tt wooden ¢aXes
Held beans, monkeys-and birds; ofid
was used ws-a-plonic ground. AL the
r:ﬁmeafmemuwwnmdasn
leub guardbouse for the rangers
along the Wissahiekon Creek. In
&us:d o‘hi dsrawiansh&hm

0ld Hotels Along |
the Wissahickon

_—

BY A, C. CHADWICKE, JR.

A meeting of the Board of Viewers was
held in 1918 in City Hall when claimants
for damages for property faken along the
Upper Wissahickon by the Commissioners
| of Fairmount Park, were heard., These

|| properties included two former well

known hostelries, the Indian Rock Hotel,
il at the foot of Monastery avenue, and the
Totus Inn, at the foot of Rittenhouse
street and about five acres of the Gorgny
Estate,

The properties were tatﬁn in oyder to
| straighten the park lines along the west
| side of the Wissahickon, and to get tid of
the saloons bordering on the Park, The
iPark line was taken westward at these
points to Henry avenue, the thoroughfate
J{W‘h‘lﬂh— Joeal organizations endeavored for

sayeral years to have opened, from Hunl|
ing Park avenue over the Wissahickon
Creek and Valley to and through Rox-
borough fo the Montgomery county line.
To proas the Wissahickon, these organiza-
tions asked an appropriation to construcy
a reinforced concrete bridge,

The properties were condemned aud
were turned] down when the claims werd
| adjusted,. and the sites filled in and suitd
ably ‘improved. Since the condemnation
proceedings the two hostelries have hoen
unoccupied.

The Indian Rock Hotel was built by
Reuben Sands a well-known resident of
Chestnut Hill. He first erected the hotel
a short distance from the celebrated In-
| dian Rock, about half u mile below!
Thorpe’s lane, where he continued wotil
the early 70's of the past century, when
Fairmount Park wus extended along the
Wissahickon, The hotel being tuken by
the Park Commissioners, Sands huilt ah
other hotel at the foot of Monastery nves
nue. Back of the new hotel he had
large frame fizure painted to represen
an Indian chief or warrior, and the plaeﬁ
hecamp known by the sign as Indinq

i

Rock. After Samds’ death 36 years ap

his sons, Reuben and Harry Bands, cor

ducted the hotel, which continued to T
famous for its catfish and wafile suppers]
Later the property was purchased by Mrsi
Barbam Fresh, who had a large addition
built to the west end. Bhe was su

by the manager, Oharles Weingartnet]
The hotel was also eonducted for soma
time by & man named Balkenburg, The
last proprietor was Willlam Lowa, wha
had previously kept the High Bridge [lo.
tel at Nidge avenue and Wissahickon
drive. This property when condemned be.
fonged to William O’Brien.

Lotus Inn at Shurs' Tane was also
famous for its catfish and waffie suppers,
Ttz location elose to the famous ok Rit-
tenhouse bridge; a frame covered stroe
ture, made it veadily veached by the peo-
plé of Germantown or others driving along
the tﬂwnahip ruaﬁ W;asahickon ave

Al Llipefh 2y (425

et Poaml

‘to Frederick Miley., After his death lt.
::s rented by his widow to Charles lfnh‘-

Turther up the creek is Valley Green,

once a famons resort for the old-time co-
Ftiilion dances held hy sleighing parties,
With the passing of Lotus Inn and In-
|| dian Rock Hotel there was left but oue
hotel within close proximity to the Park
| along the Wissahickon. this heing the
High Bridge Hotel.

Among the old-time resorts which were
putt out of existence by the Park Com-
missioners, after the Park was extended
tlp the Wissahickon, was Charles H, Lip-

Wissahickon Hall, at Gypsy lanc
nd, ‘igssabickon drive, which was erected
in 1848 by Henry Lippen, father of the
Inst owner., Maple Spring Hotel a short
digtance abave Wissahickon Hall, was
tukon while the late Harry Long was pro-|
prietor. '
A short distance below was "Tommy
Liewellyn's Log Cabin and menagerie.
The cabin was one of those used during
the meémorable pnlitial campaig‘n, when he
rian for President in 1840. The cabin was
hauled on wheels by the enthusiastic ad- |
mirvers of Harrison from Roxborough to
Germantown. At the close of the success.
ful enmpaign the eabin was left
along what was then the Wissahickon |
turnpike. Tdewellyn bogyght it, added oth,..
“er pooms and opened it up as the IM
Cabin Hotel,

The Hermitage, a resort established in
1844 by “Pop” Benson, on the upper side
of the creek at the foot of Hermit lane.
was one of the most popular picnie re-
scrts plong the ereck, It was reached by

‘u frame trussed bridge that spanned the |

creek., =
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Tedyuscung

Battled Long §
for His Race |

—

'Indian Diplomat and Orator|

] Attended Mimy
Couneils®

EFFICY ERECTED HERE

l. —— %

Massive  Statue  Overlooks
Wigsahickon Valley Near

! Storied Roadhouse

High up on the hills over the

fssahickon Creek, near
reen, stands the efllgy
ieftain of the Lenni-Lenapes,

own to frequenters of Lhe section
as Tedyuscung,
! Testifying to the great warrior's
part in the history of Pennsyl-
varia, one of the capitals to @i
coltmn  in the beautiful capitol!

bullding at Harrisburg, bears an-i.

‘other likeness of this Indian who
onoe ruled over part of this Com-

Valley | :
of the|f

g =

1
i
'

J. Massey Rhind's sione likeness
f’n{ Tedyuscung, ichief of the Lenni-
Lenapes, which attracts the atien-
tion of visitors to Valley Green,
along the Wissahickon Crezk

Tedyuscung toward the English at
that time, it must be remembered

menwealth.

| Tedyuscung was the last great
lehief of his tribe. Much has been
fwritten about him and many have
\guestioned his motives, but on 32,
learefi] inspection of the facts thal
lare presented we ave forced to the
leonelusion that In Tedyuscung—or
@s it 18 varlously spelled “Taden-
skund'—the people of his clan had
8 most fearless champion, whese
prineipal though was the welfare
of his subjects, and who sought by
eyery means in his power to restore!
the independence of his nation, In
making these efforts he dmplayed‘
ahility of the highest order, as a
diplomat and orator,

Before he was ralsed to the dig-
nity of a ‘chief he hed’ distinguish- |
ed himself as a counselor in his
pation, In 1750 he was baptized
at the Gnadenhutton Mission, lo-
cated ab. what is now Lehighton,
\nn Garbon County, by Bishop Cam-
merhoff, & Moravian, of Bethlehem.

To the English-speaking people
‘and prior to 1750, he was kuown
gs “Homest John,” his bapgismal|
pame being *Gideon” At this

thai his position would have been
a difficult one for any man to as-
sume. He was the head of an
¢xasperated people. A people who
had been robbed and cheated out
¢f that which all men hold dear—
their native land. Small wonder
than that the hearts of the Len-
apes warmed to the hearts of the
French, and that he failed on some
oceaslons to gratify the Provincial

jgovernment.
Tedyuscing had manv _enemies.
What jer deesn’'t?  The Mun-

geys were especially jealous of his

.friendg;ﬁ for the whites and ac-
cused bam of double dealing. IO
has beenr recorded by Indians atid
whites Who were closest fo ., him,
that theslrue secret of his some-
times wayering conduct was (he
'weltare™Bf his own nation. 'The
great object of his life was to re-
cover [rom the Iroquols that dig-
nity which had been wrested from
the Lenni-i¢napes by the 8ix
Naticns.-

When: Tedyuscung perceived that
the fortunes of war were going
against. the French, he intimated

périod he was recelved into the
‘Moravian  Church,

accountt. of “his wavering disposi-
tion.” And shortly after be was
gniolled as 'a member of the mis-
glun, his name was removed from
dts lists, :

It was not until 1754 that his
pecple called upon him to assume
& military command, The French
were Lhen stirring up the Lenni-
Lenapes (or Delawaves) -to lend

tance in fghting the English,
the Indians that’ if thé

English were permitted to go on a3
th been doing, there would
: jand for the

ral

! although his|
yeception was somewhal delayed on

to the Moravians that he was will-

ing to be received apain into the

mission.. “This they refused to al-

low him tc do, and he then "en-

Jeavored to destroy the peace and

ﬁ%mm“ ol the Indian congrega-
ns."

The Christian Indians in the
neighborhood of Lehighton wished
to remove to Wajomick, because

that region offered to them what

ttend a counctl of the Indians
and Englishi, which legend Ssays—
wag held on or near the high rock
lon which the great Massey Rhind
tatiie stands today. On his retum
Lehighton, he again asked for
the removal to Wajomick. The
missionaries agaln refused to move

ind a1l the Chiefs so determined.
Wwith: this answer Tedyuscung had
10 be satisfied, T ;
By the influenee of GOVErnc
Denny the hostile and dissatisfied
Indians were prevailed o meet the
‘English in a great council at
Haston, Pa., in 1756. A string of
wampum was sent to Tedyuseung
_and ha was told to meel the coun-
' on Monday, as the whites never
‘nsacted  business on  Bunday,
lyusecung was present at this
pgll” as the representative of
i nations: Chilohockies, Wana-
¢s, 'Mungeys and Wapingers.
ung gave on this occasion
following very pointed account
e manner in which the whites
wlently obtained the lands of
nni-Lenape. On g asked
wernor Denny for the reason
@ hostile movements of his
on against the whites, the chief
slied; .
¢ “THe reason is not far away. This
ery groundl (striking it with his
oot) was my land, It has been
taken away from me by fraud. I
say this land. ( this was where
the ety of Easton now stands) I
mean all the land Jying between
Tohi Creek sfhd Wyoming on
the Busquehanna. i
1 "have nol ouly been served so
in this stsle, but thé same thing
Jwus Been done in New Jersey, over
the fiver.”

_ On being asked what he meant
by fraud, he said: :
‘Wihen a man purchases lands
frow the Indians, and that man
=i his children forge the namesi
of the Indians Lo the deed, for land
the Indians sold. This is fraud.”
Goverfior Denny ssked him if he|
had been served in  this manner,
Tedyliseung replied: :
“Jyes 1 this very province, All
the land extending from Tohickon
Creek over the great mountains,
has been taken from me in fthis
manner, for when T sgreed to sell
land to the old pioprietary, by the
course of the river, the young pro-
prietary had it run with a compass,
and took double the guantily in-
.tgndgd to be sold,”
| ‘The Indians were defrauded also
in othier ways, the famous “Walk-
ing Purchase” being an example
On this instance the Indians
claimied that the ‘walker” ran, and
at another time he swalked” after
inightfall. All of which was true.
| Al a later council in Easton, in
|duly, 1768, the same charges were
‘made and pressed home. Aggin in
\October of the same year, Tedyus-
he deeds of pur-

|1of



yuuand m.nndumrtalnhﬁctof
land fixed, which it shall not be
or us to sell, or you and
enev‘erbnbu’r"

The be:ﬂtorsr demanded by the
Tridians conmiprised about 2,000,000
acres, and included in whole or
part the counties of Union, L:h
‘coming, Bradford, Sullivan, Wy-
oming, Wuyne, Luzerne, Colum a,’
‘Montour and Nort.humbarla.nd.

Houses were bullt at Wyoming
for the Indinns and missionaries
sent to them.. The greal chieftain,
however, did not long enjoy hi
rest. His enemies were ever on his
trail and in 1763 he was burned to
death in his own home, while
drunk on liguor said to have been
|sent there to accomplish his de-
struction.

Wiinin five years of his death
‘the Indian lands were sold. At the
heggnnlns ol the Revolution there
were no Lenni-Lenapes east of the
Alleghanies. By a treaty in 1789,
lands were reserved for them be-
tween Miami and Cuyohoga and
on the Muskingum, in Ohlo.

Ccmi.-fbui ilaer.u.) ¢
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Legenci of Bell

Fantastic Tale

George Lippard, Weird Wri-
ter, Wrote Many Stories
Concerning Wissahickon

BY A, C. CHADWICK, JR.

George Lippanl, who koew und loved
bis Wiksahickon Valley, and who pos-
seased « vivid imagination with which
to color the facts he learned about this
wvicinity and Philadelphia in general, died
in 1354 but gtill lives afresh in the pro-
ducts of his pen; many of the writings
being believed by the folk of today o
be true.

Omne fantasy of lis mind—a legend con-
certiing the Liberty Bell—was written
g0 vleverly plausible that the school au-
thorities printed it in texthooks and there
‘mre many people who read the story, who
thave the utmost faith in its authenticity,
But it was pure fiction,
| During the 18406 the literary cipeles
'M New York and Philadelphia were un-
hy awur's that !ﬂnnﬂ.r&

pﬁ%ﬁ&"ﬁﬁ in fu
[ than mdst m o

’ft.':uﬂﬁg sensational style, »Eln
,bdu'acf,]; to the musz of people, nud he
imd 4 tremendous crusnding zeal which

pled him in all kinds of dangerons sit
'uut'mns.

Between the age of 19 and his early
death at 32, he publizhed nt least 5,000,
) words.

! Duriz
L. NUnE  ¢F

the ‘yeurs 1246 and 1847, he
izewd by the Saturday Courfer,
dwritine. u series of “Legends of the Hoy-
Bolurinn.” similar to some he had piblish.
ed. before in swaller magazines,

On January 2, 1847, there, appeared
in the Courier a story by FLippard entitl-
od. “The FPourth of July, 17706, A legend
| of the Revalution.” It wis the first and
, origing] sceount of the old bell-keeper
| on wh‘n}l.t innpmerable “Ring, grandpa,

ring” stories huve heen based.

frer pieturing Independence Full and
the stuare belind “it,  with anxlots
<1owds gulhum] aboul it, the “legemd”
cuitinues §

¥t b8 o moment! In yonder woods- |
ent tgteeple,” which erowng the ved brick
Snafe House, stands an old man with
white hair and sunburned face. He is
elad in humble attire, yet his eye gleams, |
as it iz fixed upon the ponderous outline
of the bell, suspended In the steeple there.
Mhe old man tries to read the inseription
on that bell, but caunot, Out on the
waves. fur away in the forests; thus has
his life been passed. He iz no scholar,
he can scarcely spell one of the strange
words carved on the surface of that bell,

“By his side, gazing in his fnl'('-—ihul.r
sunhurned facd—in wonder, stands @
faxen haired boy, with jaughing eyes of |
ﬂnrmm-r blue.
| ‘Come bere, my boy; you are a rich
man's child, You can read, Spell me
these wards, and LIl bless ye, my good
ehild?

“Ang the child raised itself on tiptod
aud pressed irs tiny hands against the
bell; and vead, in lisping tones, thpso
Wahla worids: {

“iProclaim liberty to all the ;nnd’ aud

“Thea old man ponders for p moment on
thése atrange words; then, gathering the
boy in his arms, he speaks,

“ Lwok here, my child, Wilt thou do
the old man a kindness? Then haste you
down stairs, and wait in the hall by the
big door until & man shall give you a mes-
sage for me. A man with a velvet dress
and a kind [aee will come out from the
hig door and give you a word for e,
When he sives you that word, then ran
out yonder in the street and shout it up
to me. Do you mind ¥

“It needed no second commaud, The
hoy with bine eves and flaxen hair sprang

‘Mongue the Bell spoke to all the worlde

| |Bhops ‘of, 1 ngland—rthe vussal felds

| of ngis and b:mt;?cﬂu in sens of Mond

from the old bell-keepers arms and
threaded his way down the dark stairs.

“The old bell-keeper was nlone, )l:m.v!
minutes passéd, Leaning over the railing |
of the steeple, his face toward Chestont |
gtreet he looked amnxious!y for that f:tir-]
baired boy. Moments passed, still he eame
net. ‘The crowds gathered more davkly
plong the pavement aml over the lawn,
wvet sl the boy came not.

S wronned the old man, ‘he hos
forgotten me MThese ol Tmbs will haye
fo totter duwam dhe Stute Tlonse stalrs
and olimb up ngmn and all on account
of that child—

W oh his 1ips, o merey,|

i ri:agmg Ix\ngh Jitoks om the wsar. Phore,
emmia ot the yuwmanf
pping his*tln |

2

‘hair all about his foce. R |
Wanq then swel fng hib-Aittle Glicht, Be)
yajged himself on tiptoe and shouted a
single word— |

i 'ng 1- -

“Do you sea the ol man'sieye fisel
Lo vou see that arm so suddenly bared
%o the shoulder, do you see thut withersd
hend, grasping the Iron Tongus of the
Bell? The old mun is young sgain; his
weins wre filled with new life Backward
and) forward, with' sturdy strokes, he
swings the tongue. The bell spenks m:l(f
The erowd in the street hear it and Tuerse
Horth in one long shout! Old Delxware
{hears it and gives it back in the huresh'
wof her thowsand sailors. The city hears
gt and etarts up from the desk and works
bench as though an earthguake T

#polken,
“Yeg as the old man swung the Mi

hat sound erossed the Atlantie—piere-
ed” the dungeons of Hurope—the wm—k_

.m.r"a‘ '
§ N Selio spoke o the slave—bade
| look (from his toil—and know hitn-
mll T['Il]n

‘ S That nvho startled the King, upon
Ctheir erumbling thrones.

“ihat echo was the knell of Kingerafe
and @il other erafts born of the d:u‘lmgsa_

> e

f-u-:, bq-

' PEACEFUL HILLSIDE T

1 roam to a pleasant hillside,
Near where Wissahickon MJ
On the edge the fieids where
the daisy
In all of its beauty grows; .
And down In the vale childrén's
volces ;
Resound on the woodland alr,
Like intruding fairies approach-
ing
To IMite me from worry nud
care.

From where I repose in a free- |

arm,
If I'm still, T can quietly per-
| ceive 1
Small robins whose wings are
f yet useless

Peep out from their maﬁ
through the leaves i
And a couple of wrens atq

a'singing
Their songs which are ;fay-'
ous and clear,
And a squirrel with manners
impert'nent
Pausing near me with listen-
ing ear. ,

The shadows grow long as th!}
sun sets;

Far off in the bright Western
sky;
The frees nod their heads in

the breezes,
Bringing peace in their sdl
Tullabye h
To me on my favorite hillside

Where orgus  dis

all cease I
[ And 1riemﬁ%nm spm@.@;
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David Rit

tenhouse, Born on
.~ April 8th, Led Busy Life

Mathematician and Scientist First Saw Light of Day in Old
Roxborough Township.—Many of His
Inventions Still Exist

-
The 204th anniversary of the
birth of David Rittenhouse, who

firet saw light of day In a
little house still standing along
the Lincoln Drive, in the Wissa-
hickon Valley of Roxborough Town-
ship, was observed last week,

A sketeh by Dr. M. J. Bahb, _uf
the University of Pennsylvania,
recently read, is 50 conclge and il-
Iuminating that extracts from it
should be interesting to readers of
The Buburban Press.

In his opening paragraph Dr.

b Bays: “David Rittenhouse,
the pioneer American astronomer,
|was born in the ‘New House' with
the ‘coffin door’ on Lincoln Drive,
| Philadelphia, April 8, 1732, the same
year as,Washington. Rittenhouse
was of Dutch and Welsh ancestry.
|[His great grandfather was William
‘Rittenhouse, the f{first Mennonite
‘Bishop and the first paper maker in

America,

| After the first two years, his boy-
hood and early manhood were
snent’ at Norriton near Norris-
town, where, at the age of twelve,
a bequest of tools and mathemat-
feal books and manuseripts from
his Unecle David in¢lined him to
mechanies and mathematics, By
1749 he had established himself as
& clock maker.

_Of his later work the splendid
feorge W, Child's elock at Drexel
Tnstitute is the most magnificent.
Two yedrs later his future brother-
in-law, Thomas Barfon, a graduate
of Trinity College, Dublin, supplied
thim with more advanced books and
the two started a cireulating lib-
rary. Barton was able later, as a
totor at the University of Penn-
sylvania, and on visits to England,
to furnish further contracts.

On 1763 Rittenhouse surveyed the
lboundary of Delaware and Pennsyl-
wvania with instruments of his own
making, This provided the corper-
gtane for Masob and Dixon who, in
1766, ran their line for 160 miles.
Rittenhouse extended this line in
1979 and at earlier and later dates

he laid the entire boundary of|

Pennsylvania.
These facts Indicate that Riften-
house's experiences in acquiring

knowledge and work were somewhat
similar to those of George Wash-
ington.

The first description of the
famous Rittenhouse Orrery was
given to Barton in 1767 when he

of eclipses, extending over a period
of 5000 years before and after 1769.
Even the great Zeiss plantetarium

Orreéry was an accurate instrument
desiened to produce the observable
position of the then known planets
and their satellites, while another
sompartment contsined Jupiter and
Saturn on a larger scale. There
were two of these orreries made.
The one at Princeton has disap-

veared, while the one at Pennsyl-
vania is a treasured relic, on view!
in’ the Provost's office.

On June 3. 1769, with especially
rdesigned instruments that he made
himself. and assisted by Willlam,
Smith, first Provest of the Univer-
<ity of Pennsylvania, who lived al
the Palls of Schuylkill, and John
TLukens, Survevor General of Penn-
sviyania. he observed the fransit of
Venus: thus correcting her parallax
from 10 'seconds to 8.6 seconds, and
nutting the earth from 20 per ecent
farther from the sun than had)
nreviously bheen supposed.

Of another phase of his astron-
omical work, Professor 8. A.
Mitchell, in his “Eclipse of the
Sun” says: “The first eclipse of the
sun to be carefully observed in the
British Colonies of North America!
was that of June 24. 1778, which
was watched by David Ritten-
house.”

In 1770 Rittenhouse moved to
Philadelphia, at the southeast cor-|
ner of Seventh and Arch streets.
On the Northwest corner, diagon-

ally opposite, he soon built an  oc-

described his apparatus for deter-|,
mining the time, duration and path ||

at the Franklin Institute, does not||

attempt this. The centre space of ||

Hortifications, ¢ {
(carmon. As vice president of the

first and for many years the only

Ghservatory in the Uniled States,
was "partly financed by a grant
from the assembly. On this same
gite bhe built in 1786 the house Ia.ter]'
known us Fort Rittenhouse, where,
he lived with his 130 daughters,
Esther and Elizabeth.

Riftenhouse wes elected Secretary
of the American Philosophical Sc-
ciety In 1771; Vice President in 1790,
and President, succeeding Benjamin |
Franklin, in 1791, In 1796 he was
succeeded by Thomas Jelfferson,
He was made a fellow of the Bos-
ton Soclety of Arts and Science in
1782 and a Foreign Member of the
Royal Soclety of London in 1795.
He reccived fthe degrees of M. A,
from Pennsylvania in 1767; Prince-
ton, 1782; William and Mary,1784;
and Doctor of Laws, Princeton,
1789, TFrom 1779 to 1782 he was
Frofessor of Astronomy and Viee
Provost of the University of Penn-
eylvania, af a salary of 400 pounds,
and s trustee thereafter,

Bestdes constructing his ingenious
clock and the renowned Orrery,
Rittenhouse  first used spiders’
thread for crosshair in his telescops
and he invented the collimating
telescope in 1785, Many of his
!uape:s will be found in the first
volumes of the American Philoso-
phical Society’s proceedings. In the
Soclety's historical building some of |
his astronomical instruments are
still digplayed. It is interesting to
note that though engaged in public
work, he published seventeen pa-
pers from 1780 to 1796, on optie, |
megnetism, | electricity, meipors |
logarithms, and astronomical ob-|
servations, besides translating Les-
slg's “Lucy Samson or the Unhappy

| Helress," from the German and the
| “Idylls of Gesner" from the French.
| After 1763, besides his ordinary

vocation he was on various cormis-
sions waterways and turnpikes. In
1776 he was ordered to prepare for
iron clock weights to replace lead
ones, to survey the Deleware for
and to test rifle

| Committee of Safety be issued its
proelamations. He succeeded, in
176, to Franklin's seaf in the State
Asgembly, was a member of the
first Constitutional Conveniton of
Pennsylvania, a member of the
Board of War and of the Council
of safty. State Treasurer, 1777-1789
and First Director of the Unitsd
States Mint, 1792-1795.

He died June 26,1798, three and
a half vears before Washington,
and was buried under his obsery-
atory at Beventh and Arch streets.
5ix months later he was eulogized
b the First Preshyterian Chureh
by Benjamin Rush before the Pres-
ddent and both Houses of Legisla-
fure, the diplomatic corps, and the
various honorable bodies of his own
city, Later his body wes removed
lo old Pine Street. In 1878 it was |
borme to North Lourel Eiil Geme—l

tery. From this beautiful spot one
can look over the Schuylkill to!
hills and woodland beyond, !

oY
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Arrangements Complete for

- Rittenhouse Bi-Centennial

- Celebration

On April 16th

Historieal Societios Co-Operate to Make Affair One of
Greatest of Its Kind.—Rev. J. Foster Wilcox to De- _
liver Address. — Bus Tour Included in Plans

| BORN HERE [

’ DAVID RITTENHOUSE

Maihematician, astronomer and
Mirst Dirvector of the United States
| Mint, who first saw the light of
‘day, in a liltle dwelling which still
stands, on the Lincoln Drive, in
‘Roxbhorough township. The bi-
centennial anniversary of his birth
| will be celebrated by local historical
societies on Saturday, April 16th,

‘The likeness, printed ahove, is i
reproduction of a steel engra
| made from a Charles Wﬂs;;h
pain of Rittenhouse, which wa
mafnlfn 1772, when the
scientist was 40 years of age.

fasert

Examine your grandfather’s clock
closely and see whether you can
e of Dayid Rittenhouse,
inseri somewhere upon it. Go
through the contents of your attic'
carefully and try to -unearth old
papers, surveying implements or as..
tronomical instruments that show
signs of having belonged to David
Rittenhouse, America’s pionser as-
tronomer,

1f you discover any of the posses-
sions of this gentleman of Colonial
Philadelphia, for whom Ritten-

house Sguare was named, call Dr.
Maurice. J. Babb, professor of
mathematics at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Babb has been digging up'
Rittenhouse materia] for fifteen
years and has accumulated a mass
of fascinating data,

“I have often asked myself,” said
Dr. Babb, “how you can explain the
present obscurity of David Ritten-'
house, who. during his lifetime and
for years after his death, was con-
sidered a rival of two of the great-
est mathematicians of all time,
Newion and Leibnitz. Why is it
that Rittenhbuse, who was the first
to observe an eclinse of the sun In
the Colonies, who built the first and
for many years the only observatory
in the United States, who made the
first mounted telescope and who de-
vised the first mechanical repre-
sentation of the solar system in
this hemisphere, virtually is unsung
in our generation?

“In Colonial days, David Ritten-
hoise received enormous respect
from the populace and was cele-
brated on the Continent. His intel-
ligence and simplicity of Manners,
his sincerity and mild temper earn-
him many lasting friendships.
‘His Philadelphia home was known
for its brilliant conversational eve-
nings, and Martha Jefferson, the

|| daughter of Thomas Jefferson, used

to visit there for weeks at a time.
“When Rittenhouse died, Dr, Ben-
jamin Rush, a famous physician
and a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, delivered a eulogy of
his genius before a gathering of
notables that ineluded every one
from the President of the Nation
down.” oy
Anotheér who is keenly interested
in the life and activities of David |
Rittenhouse; is Rev. J. Foster Wil- |
cox, of Roxborough, who will de-
liver an address, “The Birthplace of

David Ritte ouaa”;gt.he Bi-Cen-

torical Society and the City History
‘Society, at the Rittenhouss dwell-
ing, along Lineoln Drive, on Safur-
day afternoon of next week. All
members of the above-mentioned
Socletics are urged to be present
and the public is cordially invited to
attend. L
Dr. Wileox, who is pastor of the
Roxborough Baptisi Church, which
once maintained a Baptist Mission
in old Rittenhousetown, is an or-
ator of unusual ability, and this
fact, with his efforts in various
kinds of research work, forecasts an
interesting and instruective discourse
&t the time of the Rittenhouse cere-
monies,
| A bus tour is being sponsored by
 the co-operating socleties and
| everyone will he welcomed, regard-
less of membership in the organ-
izations arranging the affair. Priv-
ate cars may join the motorcade,
and these may be decorated, but no
advertising will be permitted. _
Reservations for seats in’ busses,
at $1.00 each, may be made up to
Thursday, April 14th, with Mr.
Bernard B. Wolfl, 153 West High-
land avenue, Chestnut Hill, Phila-

delphia. Payment must accompany

Participants will Py
plewood avenue, east of Greene
'weet. prior to 1 p. m. (Maplewood
ayenue is No. 5600 Norih; Greene
street is No. 100 West.) Police will

reserve Maplewood avenue for the!

; and only ears showing the au-
harised tag will be-amitied to the
‘streets. Tags m_ug be obtained in
advance at the Ger own His-
torical Bociety, 5214 Germantown
avenue, or the Business Men's As-
sopiation of Germantown, 38 Maple-
S
tee st and Maplewood

avenues, S

There will be no postponement on
aceount of weather, - _

The itinerary will be as follows:

100 p. m—Leave Germmmi
north on Greene street, west
Rittenhouse street. -

1.30 p. m—Birthplace of David
Rittenhouse, Lincoln drive, near
Rittenhouse street, Fairmount Park.

The house in which Rittenhouse
was born, April 19, 1732 (April 8,
Old Btyle) will be opened for in~
ﬁm by the ‘Wissu.hjckm Val-
ley Historical Socicty, Major Thom- |
as 8. Martin, president of the So-|
sisty and secretary of fhe Fair-
mount Park Commission, presiding.

Address—“The Birthplace of
David Rittenhouse.” The Rev. J.
Foster Wilcox, A. M, of Roxbor-
ough.

Planting of Memorial Tree by

descendant of David Ri

Frangis B, Brewster, a lineal

415 p, m—North on Lincoln
drive, McCallum street, maid!

(o]




0ld R.Ittenhous& dwe‘lling which still stands between the Linceln
' Drive and Paper Mill Run, in the Wissahickon Valley. This house¢ occu-
pies a site west of the old Roxborough township line, and is in what is
mow the 21sf Ward of the City of Philadelphia.

[Bhood until 1770, making clocks,
orrevies -and selentific instruments
and later gajning worldwide. fame
as an astronomer, his greatest
achievement being his observation
of the transit of Venus, in 1769.

Through thé courtesy of Mr. and
Mrs. Ballard, their atiractive house
ang grounds "will be open io yisitors,

Cars will drive to the rear of the
house and turpn. Cars must not
park on the drive facing the house.

320 P, M—Continue north on
Germantown pike, right at Fairview
Village.

330 P. M. —Public Meeting in
Fairview Village Assembly Hall,

ident Judge J. Ambler “m]ia.ms.
of the Montgomery County Courts,
presiding.

Greeting .. Mr. Russell C. Thomas,
Prestdent Fairview Village
As&embiy.

Address ........... Judge Williams

Address, Ritr.anhou&e’s Life in

Norriton," Maurice J. Babb, Ph.D.

University of Pennsylvania,

Hlustrated with stereoptican views
Remarks, Mayor Robeson Lea Berotf

President, Germantown Hmmricsl

Bociety.

430 P. M.—Leave Fairview Village
for home,

Those wishing to view the grave
of David Rittenhouse, in Laurel Hill
Cemetery, will have an opportunity
to do so, accompanied by a guide, if
they will assemble, Sunday, April
t?ﬁh, at 3 p. m, at the main en-

e Lo the cemetery, Ridge ave-
nue, above 35th street, East Falls,

Phamplet.s describing the Bi-Cen- |
tennial Anniversary may be obtain-
‘&d at the Suburban Press office; J.
‘Ellwood Barrett, Walnut lane aud
Henvy avenue; James K, Helms, 180
Kalos street, or A. C. Chadwick, Jr.,
3624 Fisk lvenua East Palls,

3//7//?52.-

|Rjtter:n]:muse |
'Was Leader
| Among Men

Historical Societies to Mark
Bi - Centennial Birth
Date Next Monih

HAD MANY F‘R_IENDS;

\

‘Saw Light of Day, on April

I 8th, 1732, in Rox-
borough

The house in which David Rit-
tenhouse was born, April 8, 1§32,
still stands in a secluded portion,
of the Wissahickon valley about a
mile west of Germantown, in Rox-
borough's old township. His ances-
tors were immigrants from Holland.
His father was a papermaker, but:
alterward a farmer, and the son
while engaged as a boy at the
plough covered not only fences at
the head of the furrows but even
his plough with chalked numerical
figures. He also residing at home
mate himself master of “Newton's
Principia” by an English trans-
lation, and discovered the science
of fluxions, of which he for a long
time supposed himsell to be’ the
dirst inventor, His constitution
being teo feeble for an agricul-
tural life he became a manulac-
turer: of clocks and mathematical
instruments, and without the aid
of an instruetor produced work
siperior to ths.t a! foreign n.rttsts

| 1769 MIr. Ritte:

50 great on perceiving the contact
of that planet with the sun at the
moment predicted that he fainted,
In 1770, Rittenhouse wHhose Bi-
Centennial anniversary will be
observed by lccal historical soe-
leties next month, removed fto
Philadelphia and pursued his irade.,
Subsequently he consiructed an
observatory, where he made some
important discoveries. After the:
Revolutionary War he was one of
tihe Commissioners selected to de-
termine the boundary line between
Pennsylvania and Virginia, and
between New York and Massa-
chussets. He had the degree of 1D,
conferred on him held the office of
Treasurer of Pennsylvania from
1777 to 1789, and in 1791 succeeded | .
Dr. Franklin as President of the
Philosophical Society, which office
he retained till his death. He was
nlso Director of the United States
Mint from 1792 to 1795, when fail-
Ing health led to his resignation.
He died in 1798, leaving an un-
spotted record. Dr. Rittenhouse was
Justly regarded by his count:rymenl
as the Newton of Ambericg. I-Ils'
talents were ol the highest order,
his industry was indisputable, his
exertions in the cause of science
contributed in a very large ﬁegme
to the diffusion of = taste for
mathematical and phystca]i
knowledge in his native land, and
had he enjoyed the sdvant.ages of
early and thorough education few,
{f any, of the scientists of the
Iworld would have excelled him in |
the extent of his discoveries and'
1l-b.e lustre of his fame. Long will his

name be held in admiration for the
ieplendor of his wvirtues and the
brilliancy of his achieyvements.

| Rev. J. Foster Wilgox, pastor of
the Roxborough Baptist churnh.
who will be the orator of the day
for the Wissahickon Valley Histori-
| cal Boclety, when that group holds
its celebration at the birthplace of
David Rittenhouse, on April 16th,
sends the following information
coneerning the place of nativity of
Dr. Rittephouse, which clinches the
fact that the noted astronomer and
mathematician was born in Rox-
horough township,

From the “Memolrs of David Rit-
tenhouse”, written by William Bar-
ton, & nephew of David Rittenhouse,
in 1813, Mr, Wilcox gleaned thu‘
following: “Matthias Rittenhouse
was born at paper mills, belonging
to his family, near Germantown,
and about eight miles from the
capitol of Pennsylvania (Philadel-

hig) in 1703, _
B “In October, 1727, he married
Elizabeth Williams, and by this
wife Matthias Rittenhouse had four
sons and six daughters; three of
whom died in their minority. '

“The three eldest of ‘the children
were born at the place of their.
father's nativity (at the paper mills,|
above mentioned) and the others at|
Norriton. Of the former numberl
was David, the eldest son.” He wag.
barn on the 8th day of April 1732
(old calendar).

Mr, Wilcox also found the iolluw-
1:1 excerpt in Johnso!
pedia 'mvld Rittauh




—

_All of which gives positive proof 1
that Rittenhouse, who served the
people of the new Republic, in so
many capacities, was born in Rox-
borough, whose present day resi-
dents may be justly proud of the
fact. A
“See the sage Rittenhouse, with

ardent eye,

Lift the long tube and pierce the
starry sky; \

Clear in his view the ecircling sys-
tems roll, !
‘And broader splendors gild the

central pole,
He marks what laws the eccentric

wanderers bind,

Copies creation in his forming
mind;

And bids beneath his hand in sem-
blance rise, AT
With mimic orbs, the labors of the
skies,”

SJiqfi45¢
Rittenhouse Was

First Director of
- The U.S. Mint
|

Roxborough {Born Citizen
Received  Appointment
From Washington |

1L L TIME1

AT

Building Was First Struc-
ture Owned by Newly-
Created Government ;

Davig Rittenhouse, who was born
lon April 8th, 1732, In a lttle house

which stlll stands along the hanks
of Paper Mill Run, a tributary to,
the Wissahickon, was 'a many-sided
‘man and the things he undertook
to do, he did well,

Edward W, Hocker, Germantown
histerian, says: “In a tlme when
searcély any man conspiouous in
public affairs, from President Wash-
ington down, escaped denunciation
and slander, this noted Roxhorough-
'born American was singularly free,
'from attack, although he filled
humerous responsible positions, As
ithe first Director of the United'
|States Mint he was confronted with|
'many perplexing problems. Partis-
an feeling became keen in President
Washington's second administra-
tion, and the new mint was in-
cluded among the governmental
activities that were subject to cen-
sure. This was just after Ritten-

house had resigned the office of|'{ mint employe since 1865. The lat-

ter, who Iived
his office in 1829

“In 1793, copper cents were made

director, but the leaders in the at-
tack were careful to declare that
the probity of Rittenhouse was
ioned, and whatveer short-
' had been while he

¢ institution had

‘charge of

, chinery

0
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‘At the time Rittenhouse was the
president of the American Philoso-|
phical Sociely, having succeeded
Benjamin Frankiin to the post in.
1791

“As Philadeiphia was then the
capital of the United States, it was
but natural that the mint should
be located here. A site was pur-
chased on the east side of Tth street
abcove Sugar Alley—now known as
Filpert street. The first mint oc-
cupled a site once Occupied by a

distillery owned by Michael Shu-|

beri, which ‘had been bought by
Frederick Wailer, in 1780, for 515
pounds sterling, and resold fo the
Covernment, two years later, for
4,266 66 and a yearly ground rent
of $27.50. Waller has been described
as & “surgeon barber”,

. “This purchase, incidentally, was
the first purchase of real estate ever
made by the United State§ Govern-
ment, and even in  th one &
handsome profit was made, for the
Pennsylvania pound at that {ime
equaled shout $267. And on the
land was erected the first structure
ever owned by the new mation, for
prior to this all Governmental func-
tigns were carried on In the Stale
House, which was owned by the
State of Pennsylvania, or in various
leased quariers.

“Rittemhouse received $2000 a
year as the Direclor of the Mint,
The tréasurer, Tristam Dalton, re-
ceived $1.200, Henry Voight, the
coiner, got $1,500; and Issag Hugh,
a clerk received $312, Voight was a
Philadelphia watch-maker who had
assisied John Fitch in making ma-
chinery for the first boat propelled
by steam. Albion Coxe was brought
fromy Englend, in 1793, to serve as
AN assayer,

“Machinery was procured mostly
from England, and by Ottober of
1792 three presses were making
“half dimes”, of the value of five
cents. Apparently this work was
lonly experimental, for not many of

coins were minted, nor were
they generally cireulated. Martha

Washington, wife of the President,
is said to have posed for the head
of Liberty on these coins, while
some of the reguired metal, it is
said, was obtained from the silver-
ware of the Washington household.

“One of those who assisted in
equipping the first mint with ma-
was Adam Eckfeldt It is
said he bullt the first serew coining
press, parts of which were his own
invention He was the die forger
and turner in 1795; January 1,
1786, he became assistani coiner,
and from 1814 until 1839 he was
chief coiner His son, Jacob R Eok-|
feldt, was sssayer from 1832 until
1872, and was succeeded by his son,
Jacob B. Eckreldt, who had been 2

Ambler, resigned

’dent because the manufacture of

[ and it was only by a vete of 45 to

i

ed In October of 1794; the first gold
in June of 1795. In this latter
(month Rittenhouse resigned as di-
‘rector. For a long time his health
had been waning, and although he
Hved in a house ot Tth and Arch
streets, only a shor{ distance from
‘the minl, there were many days
when he could not attend to his
duties. He died the following year.

“Dissatisfaction about conditions
(In the mint was voiced in Congress
lin 1795. It was alleged that net
| enocugh small coins were made to
meet the demands of the publie,
and that mismanagement was evi-

svery cent cost several cents. Sal-
aries, it was sald, were too high,
| Bnd some of the offices were sine-
cures, (We wonder what some of
‘those old time gentlemen and
eritics would think of political ap-
peintments today). It was theres|
fore seriously proposed to abolish
the mint and to have the coins
made by private contractors. A
committes of Congress investigated|

40 that lhe Government deeided to
remain in the coin business.

"On behalf of the mint offieials
it was explained they had great
difficulty in finding competent |
workmen and also in procuring
copper for the minor coins. For
these reasons, and also because all
the work was done by hangd in
primitive fashion, operstions ‘went
an slowly. It was hoped that with
the construction of the canal from
Norristown to0 the Delaware ab
Philadelphia, on which werk was
then In progress, water power might
be obtained for the mint, But this
canal never was completéd. Even-

tually several horses were procured
io operate the machinery. Steam
power was not utilived until 1818,
The mint aceounts show payments
made for hay and pasture for the
horses, for the care and feeding of
watch dogs, and also the !
lssuance of rum, cider and liquor as
“fatigue rations” to workmen every
yeazw until 1825, i

“When the capital was removed
from Philadelphia to Wﬂﬁh!ngm}
with the opening of the nineteenth!
century, some Governmental offi-

(clals urged the mint should also be
| bransferred. Bul as Philadelphia

|Cheat-nut

was the financial center of the!
country, Congress first permitted
the mint to remain here until 1803,
and then extendeqd the time for|
five-year periods until a law of 1828
permitted Philadelphia to retain the
mint ‘until otherwise provided by
1aw'. As no . provision otherwise
was ever made the mint is still in
Philadelphia It was remoyed to
and Juniper streets in
1883, and from there to Spring
Garden and Seventecnth street at
Ehe beginning of the present cen-
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~ Inquirer Recites Story of
Rittenhouse Paper Mills

in the Philadelphia Thgoiver of
Sunday, Septerfbor 8th, appeared
i artiele coneerning the old  Rit-
tenhonuse Paper MIN, whieh stood
ulong the Wissahickon creek. Tt}
read as follows:

“Basking in the quiet sunlight, by

[the sidie of the winding Wiasnhick- |
an Creek, near where Rittenhouse
street  enters  Falrmount  Park,
atpnds n time-worn relle of an  al-
most forgotten past—the old Ritten-
Thouse Taper Mil,
“Survivors of the halycon days
when i played an lmportant part in
the ndusteinl Hle of the yalley, it
now stands  Lleak and bure, with
the mark of age written plainly
upon ita walls.

YAccopding to old records jn  tha
hands of ;nu historleal socleties and

individual collectors, the  present |
structure was built In TOD, ufter
a spring freshet hag destroved itk
predecessor,  Latters and  manu-
seripte of the perlod fix the time
of the first mill's initinl  operation
at 1683, with William Tradford,

famous American ploneer in the art
of printing, ag a partner in the en-
terprise,

“Although spme dispute has aris-
en among nuthoritiez on local his-
tory as to whetlier Rittenhouse Milli

the first to be bullt along  the !
Wissahickon, it s generally con-
ceded that Rittenhousge wis not only
the ploneesr paper muanofacturer in
the Philadelphia vicinity, bui alan
wias the Fiesl to make paper in the
Ameriedn coldnies, f

e mill was erectod in o glen—
|hauk of the Rittenhouse homeste ud
un the banlks of o tumbling  ltt)e
stream long known ' as the paper

Mill Run, near whére It Joins  the

dugieinh, Wissabickon, It wnas nnt-
ural that the walley should atesin
Lan industeial Importance  becauds
of fhe gettlement of Germuns near-
by

“The suocess of Rittenhpuse's
venture brought other oommercial
adventurers to the peaceful banks
of the Wissahlokon Croek, & few

miles north of the Papor Mill Bun
ontlet, Matthew Holgate later eat-

industrinl invasion of the
vidley was well under way. }

“Near what [s now City Line, |
Willigm Dewees built the sepond
paper mill, in 1710, and it is pelieved
[that paper for cartridges for the
Revolutionary Army wig manufac-
tured there, Daniel Howell added
1o the number of planty by erceting
a grist mill near that of Dowees'
_durlmz the Jutter purt of the same
Ve

UMany of the old records have
'!ﬁgsn destroyed by five or Jost. bt
|8 olgh remaln to show that more
than twenty-four mills wers In op-

aratl
h:r 1‘193. and oyer sixty by f.
Criatab A an@ast of Hhens mak

Lablished a fulling mill. By 1696 the!
upper

A skeieh of the Rittenhonse buildings, which still Stand along the Man-
| oshone Creek, a tributary of the Wissahickon, along the Lincaln Drive, in
 Fairmount Park.

THE RITTENHOUSE BUILDINGS |

hailt by Thomas Shoemaker In 1745

uang was rankedq with the leading
plants in all the thicteen colonies)
| “The first industtial Invaders of
the Wissahickon were the thrifty
Clermans  who settled along its
banks., When Pastorius  arvanged
with William Penn to settle a body
of its countrymen in the provinee

of Pennsylvania, Penn  offered to

give him "“lands en a 'nav{pmljle
stream," Suéh a desirable todot wils
nat available, so Pastoriug  took
what he could get.

“While the Wlesalickon was not
navigable, it did furnish water poOW-
er tar the numerous mlly the indus-
tiious settlers established upon its
banks. These mills, with their nee-
essary dams, were nstrumental in
building the common Colonial inter-
est which later was to Le such an
important factor in the success of
the American Revolution, for rougiv
rouds were constructed to  connect
the variaus dams, and consequently
10 bind together by traversable
highways, the settlements of Geh-
mmantown, Roxborough and the Falls
of the Schuylklll,

"' The olf Rittenhouse Puaper Mill,
|which stood the test of the years
and =tll stands a monument to {he
|etforts of the first Colontal -~ Indns-
rialists, is now the prized possess-
ion of the Falrmount Park commis-
sion. T}w propecty, which for years
haed | in the hands of the Ritten-
house family after Willlam Brad-
sold out his  Intevest in  the

n l 05, remnined 4 Ritten-
i slan umil the Purk

niame, On a survey made by Thom=
a8 Holme, surveyor for Willlam
Penn, doted 1690, it was called the
Whitpains Cresk. The Lenape Irh
dians, who dwelt in all the seciion

mu'rnundinﬂ' the, wvialley, called it
bath Wisnuoekl . meaning  the
villey stream, @nd Wisamickan, the
dontflgh  oreek, Later the Indinn

name wag corrupted to the present
Torm."

<k s
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Ritterhouse Born |
In Roxborough

At a meeting of the Wissahickon
Valley Historical , held at
the home of Ma] Thomas 8.
Martin, on East Hermit ls.ne lnsl.
Friday evening, J. _Ellwood
was selected fo t the
Ward historians, and to co-operate
with the Germantown Historical
Society, in arranging a fitting cele-
bration in observing the 200th anni-
versary of the birth of David Rif-
tenhouse, on April B8th, 1932 g

Rihtenhouse, who became a ms:esl
astrmnwr

et of the. Atheean Phichommies]
Society, and first divector of the
United States Mint, was born in
dwelling which gtill stands m‘_m

aormnes of the 2}3&; Wm

e
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Rittenhouse Mill. on the Wissahickon,
Nearly Two and Half Centuries Old;
Forerunner of Great Industrial Area

Paper Factory Erected Be-
tween 1686 and 1691
Played Important Part in
Commercial Life of Period.

‘Builder, David Rittenhouse,
~ Scientist and Astronomer,
Pioneer in Developing of
Water Power. .~

By PAUL COMLY FRENCH

Close by the side of the winding
Wissahlckon Creek, whers Rittenhouse
street joins the Wissahlckon drive,
stands the old psper mill erected by
David Rittenhouse between 1686 and
1681,

It 15 ope of the few remaining mills
still intact which once made the val-
ley of the Wissahickon a grest indus-
trinl center in pre-Revolutlonary Phil-
adelphin.
| Burvivors of the days when it formed
Buch an lmportant part in the commer-
olal life of the community, it 18 now
one of the best preserved of the grist,
“Hour, paper or cider mills which used
‘e waoter of the oreek fov pu /o
[h!_ :.ha 'p_b._;p,gamu

-~

R

 The old Rittenhousse paper mill on Paper Ml run, near where Rit-
tenhouse street joins Wissahickon drlve, was the first paper mill in the .
ountry. It was erected in the period from 1686 fo 1681 and wns the firss -
¢ fthe numerotts mills which ware constructed to utilize the water power .
of the Wissahlckon Creck. The porirali ls of David Riftenhouse, sstron-
omer d sk, vias wanad |1, 1t was palnted
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Many Groups Join to Mark

!’

Bi-Centenniai Anniversary
of Birth of Rittenhouse

America’s Greatl Seientist, Astronomer and Public Servant
Was Born in Roxborough.—Memory Will Be Observed
With Exercises Along Wissahickon, in
Germantown and at Norristown

Those with a love of the leading
Jcharacters and traditions of their
neighborhood are looking forward
Lo April 16th, when members of the
Wissahickon Valley Historieal Sp-
‘elely, the Germantown Historical
|Bociety, the American Philosophical
'Seeiety, the Montgomery County
Historieal, Soclety and Franklin'
'Ilnsﬁmte will hold memorial exer-'
icises for the bi-centennial anmis |
versary of the birth of David Rit-
tenhotse.

‘Meelings will be held at  the
'birthplace of Riftenhouse, along
ithe Monoshone branch of the Wis-
‘sahickon Creek, in Roxborough|
township, at the Germantown
Academy, and at Fairview Village,
in  Montgomery County, where |
Rittenhouse spent his young man-
hood.

Mejor Thomas B. Marlin, presi-
dent; James K. Helms, vice presi-
dent; J. Ellwood Barreit, director,
jand A. C. Chadwick, Jr. historian
of the Wissahickon Valley Histor-
jeal Society are representing the
local organization in arranging tie
plans for the celebration.

U, 8 Supreme Court Jus‘l:ice,'
Owen J. Roberts, will be the prin-
|eipal speaker at the Cermantown
Academy, during the week of the
observances, and it ls hoped that
| prominent Roxborough orator can
be obtained to present the local
background of Rittenhouse, whose
labors meant so much to the
United States, in the days of their
| formation. _ _

David Rittenhouse was born at
the homestead of his paper-making
ancestors, on April 8th, 1732.. This
date was on the old calendar and
18 now recognized as April 168th.

When David was two years of
age, his parents moved, to a farm
on the hill overlooking Norristown.
Here, as time went on, the boy was
put to work on the farm. He very
early developed o taste for mathe-
matics and proved his inclination
by covering fences, walls and plow
Jhandles with fgures and geometric
lines. His father, at first, Jooked
with disfmmr upon this tendency
to abandon the business of farm-
mg and did his best to discourage

But after a time he hecame

with the means to obtaln books and
tools for study and work. He also

mqunclled and furnished his son

near the roadside, where Davi
started in bnﬁmeqs as a maker of
clocks and mathematical instru-
ments. |

Before yvoung Rittenhouse had
reachied the age of 24, his clocks
and  instruments weére  noled
throughout the Colonies for their
accuracy, and he had gained a
lwide reputation as a mathemati-
clan

jamin Franklin and his kite ex-
periment and talked with interest
‘of discoveries in electricity. He was
{influenced by the efforts in polite
learninz being made in the Col-
onies. The newspaper published in
Cermantown, by Christopher Sauer,
and PFranklin’s Poor Richard Al-|
manac were welcome visitors ‘to his
‘home, and kept him interested in
'the world af large,

He beeame acquairted  with
Richard Peters, secretary of the
Province of Pennsyivalﬁa, who ealled
upon him to perform his first public
service, g job which involved as-
(tronomiical and mathematical cal-
cculations to  determine the  true
Iboundaries between Pennsylvania
and Maryland, In 1770 he com-
pleted his famops planetariom, an

intricate and complicated mechan-|r

ical device showing in detall thel
movements of the planets of the|l
solar system. ‘The machine was|
exhibiled in Philadelphia and mar-|
,veled at by th  curious who came
Jgrom miles arc.ad to see it.

His repufation before the public
becoming thus secure, it was but
.natural that with the outbreak of
the Revolution he should be called
to the service of his state. He was
appointed treasurer of the newly-
jorganized state late In 1776, to suc-,
‘ceed Michael Hillegas, who had
moved away, This office he con-
finued to hold for thirteen years.
\On October 13th, 1777, he was made
& member of the National Couneil
of Safety.

About fhis fime he moved fo
Philadelphla, making his home at
Bixth and Arch streets, and num
\bered among his friends all the in-
‘fhiential people of the great town.
When Frnnklm died, Ritlenhouse
succesded him as president of the
American Fhﬂmnphiml Soolety,
and after the Revolution, he was

built a little shop on the property,

Of course, he had heard of Ben-|

made ‘& member of the Royal So-|
[clety of London. Among the other
‘national pesitions held hy Ritten-
house, was that of being the first
director of the United States Mjnt.,
in 1790.,

In person, David Rittenhouse was'
tall and slender and the expression
on his face, soft and mild. He had
sueh a sense of honor that he re-
fused to invest in the loans of the
State while he was treasurer. He
was rather effeminate, and ex-
tremely modest and sympathetic
His tastes were simple and plain’
and his greatest pleasure was found
in the circle of his own home.

The last year of his life was
spent in quiet retirement, and he
diéd on June 26th, 1796, extolled by
George Washington, and officiall
Philadelphia, and beloved by a;
people becoming faintly conscious
of the selentlfic development des-
tined to make their nation . the
greatest upon earth.

823/ 193¢
Rittenhouse
| M‘e Orrery

Astronomlcal Instrumen t'
' Made by Roxborough Na-|
tive, Is One of Most Inter-
esting Exhibits to Be Seen
at New Franklin Institute.

Residents of this section will
find many things of local interest
In a visit to the new Franklin In-
stitute, on the Parkway, Models|
of various old-time Wissahickon
Valley industrial devices, once used
in paper mills and the like, as well
| a8 other exhibits, .
| Probably the most prominent of
these is the orrery, made by David
Rittenhouse, who was born in &
little honse which still stands along
|the Lincoln Drive, just above the
Rittenhouse street bridge,

The orrery was made for the
Univessity of Pennsylvania in 177L
|This is one of the most accurate
‘and elaborate models of the solar
‘eystem ever constructed., The cen-
tre section of the mst.rument, shows
the position of the sun and planets
as known in 1771

The right hand panel shows the
time of day, date; duration and
area of visibility of eclipse of the
sun and moon for 5000 years before
land 5000 years after it was buill.]
No other instrument has ever at-
tempted this,

fi
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" RITES ON

RITTENHOUSE MEMORIAL

SATURDAY

Wissahickon Valley and Other Historieal Societies to Mark
200th Anniversary of Birth of Roxborough’s
Great Scientist and Publie Citizen

Roxborough and Germantown will |
commemorate the 200th anniversarv
of the birth of David Rittenhouse.
with a four to Rittenhouse land-
-marks next Saturdav, and publie
meetings ab his birthplace on Paper

{| 31l Run, and to Norrifon, in Mont-
gomery County, where he spenti ,.ni of astronomv and was vice

most of his life, in addition to an
lexhibition of Rittenhouse relics af
‘the Germantown Historical Soelety
 The frst stop will be at. Ritten-
house's birthplace on Lincoln drive.
where the program will be in charge
of the Wissahickon Valley Histori-
‘cal Society, of Roxberough. Major
Thomas S. Martin. president of the
'SBociety, will preside, and Rev. J.
Foster Wihlcox will be the speaker.

_ The old house will be open for
inspection, and a tree in memory of
Riftenhouse will be planted. From
he birthplace the tour will con-
1¢ to the house on Germaniown

. where Rittenhouse lived from
lldhood until 1770, and where he
eved fame, first as a maker of
ks and  scientific  instruments
then as an astronomer. There
|will be a public meeting in Assem-
bly Hall, Fairview Village, near the
enhouse house, President Judge
(J, Ambler Williams, of Montgomery
|eounty, will preside. Dr. M. J.
[ Babb, of the University of Pennsyl-
venia, will make an address.

Rittenhouse's services as a citizen
| and patriot will be discusged at a
‘public meeting In the Germantown
Academy, Tuesday evenlng, April
19, One of the speaker will be
SBtate-Treasurer Edward Martin, of
Washington, Pa,

Rittenhouse was born April 8

pike, nine miles above Chestnut|

Among the Tforiy-two societles
united to honor his 200th anniver-
sary are the American Philosonhieal
Soeiety, of which he was the second
president; the University of Penn-
sylvania, where he held the profes-

president and trustee: the Hislorieal
Society of Pennsylvania, American
Paper and Pulp Assoclation, the
Wissahickon Valley Historical Soci-
‘ety, the Dominion Archivist of
‘Canada, the Maryland Historical
‘Society, the Franklin Institute, the
‘American Society of Mechanical
‘Engineers, the American Institute
‘of Electrical Engineers, the Penn-
svlvania Academy of Sciences and
‘the Germantown Historical Society.

1732, Old Style. The committee
bas adopted April 19, as the anni-
versary date, in sccordance with the1
New Style calendar adooted in
1752, thus following the precedents
set with regard to Washington's
birthday, which was February 11,
but is chserved on February 22.

A move hes been made to have
‘the David Rittenhouse home made
into a city shrine. but so fara
bronze tablet, marking the house, is
the only evidence in this direction. |
| David Rittenhouse is most popue
| larly known for his clocks. although
his world-wide fame was achieved
through his astronomical discover= |
les and scientice achievements.

%
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'Many Groups
PlanToHonor

Rittenhouse

Learned Societies 'Conp.ei‘-.
ate to Mark 200th

Anniversary

|

BORN APRIL 8th, 1732

Wiesahickon Valley Histori-
cal Society to Plant
Memorial Tree

In addition ta celebrations by
the Wissahickon Valley and Ger-
mantown Historical Societies David
Rittenhouse, scientist, patriot aod
|statesman, will be honored at a
downtown celebrgtion in commem-
oration of the 200th anniversary of
his birth, to be held April 8 and 8
Rittenhouse, who was born April
8, 1732, and died June 26, 1796,
spent almost his  entire life in!
Fhliadelphia,
The affair will be under auspices
of the Rittenhouse Bi-centenary
Committee, which perfected details
al s meeting last week. It will,
call together men and women emi- |
nent In arts and sciences, and will
be marked by addresses by nation-
ally known speakers. '
Opening the celebration there
will be a meeting at the rooms of |
the American Philosophical Society |
Friday afternoon, April 8 An
anniversary dinner will be held
that evening at the Historical So-
clety of Pennsylvania. There will
be a general anntyersary meebing
Saturday afternoon at Smt,t,is}i[
Rite Temple, with: representatives
from more than 40 learned societies
in attendance. A meetine in Hous-
ton Hall at the University of Penn-
sylvania Saturday night, will be
under the auspices of the Ritten-
house Astronomical Society,
During the first three weeks in
April there will be on view at the
Historical Bociety of Pennsylvania
a comprehensive exhibib, including
2 number of Rittenhouse clocks,
{and some of his surveying instru-
'ments, including one hc made for
George Washington,

(12
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Germantown to Observe |
Rittenhouse Bicentennial

l
Complete Program Arranged Beginning With Tour of
Noted Astronomer’s Landmarks on

Saturday, April

By a Staff Correspondent

Nince members of the Rittenhonse fain.
ily have been identifisd withe Fermin,
| town and Roxborongh for almost TWo sl
a half centuries, wmuch interest hos bean
aroused in the plans for celebrating the
[ bicentennial of the bivth of David Rit.
ténhouse here, on April 16 and 19. Rit-
|1.f.-nhmm‘. who was America’s lead 1%
seientist in the eighteenth century and
I\\'a.-» also netive in muny publie gffairs,
| was born April 8, 1732, 0Ola Style. or
f:Alll‘il 19, New Style, in a honse still
(standing on Lincoln drive, near Bittemn.
[ bouze styeet, in  Fairmount Park Hs
great-grandfather, Wilkiam Rittenhonse,
hond settled there abont 1690 and huilt
the first paper mill in America,

The program for the bicentennial Kas
heen arranged by a committee of the Ger-
imautown Historien]l Soc’ety. The open-
ing featnre will be a tong to Rittenhonss
Inpwdmarks Satumiyy afternoon, April 16,
in which the Wissahickon Valley Hiztor.
ical Bociety, of Roxboraugh, and the ¢ ty
History Society, of Philadelnhia. will par-
ticipate,

The towr will be made in motareire
tind busses. .‘\Tl_\'mlﬂ- fnterested HISY 0. o)
the tour regprdless §f membership in the
|Bocieties that have iugile the“arrange®
ments, Those wishing weats in hirssios
{must reserve them not Inter than Thurs
way, April 14, with Bernapy] B, Walff,
153  West Ilighland avenue, Chostnuf
HillL
| The party will assemble before 1 P, M,
an Maplewood avenne, east of Greens
wtreet, Police Ingpector Heuben Reynolds
(Wil exclude all othep traflic from Maple-
wood avenue during this period. To have.
a place in line drivers of cars muost oh.
tain a tag, whieh will be issued in ad-
vanee at the Germantown Historical So-
ciety, 5214 Germantown avenue_or at the
Business Men's Association of German.
town, 38 Maplewoaod avenue, and at the
time of the tour by members of the com-
mittee at Germantown and Maplewoad
avenues, )
- There will be no postponement because
(of weather,

Proceeding north oy Greene streef and
west on Rittenhouse street, the fivst stop
will be at the birthplace of David Ritten.
house, in Fairmonnt Park. There the
Wissuhicknu Valley Historical Society
will have charge of the program, ta pres-
ident, Major Thomas 8. Martin, presid.
ing, Major Martin is secretary of the
Fairmount Park Commission.

The Rev. J. Foster Wilcox, of Rox-

rough, will gpeak on “TPhe Birthplace
of David Rittenhouwe,” Then & memorial
[teee will be planted by Francis K, Grew.

e O TERRL ¥ (T NN
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ene with u degree of aceurae
fove approsched.

Ful.iowiu;: an ingpetion of the house
grounds, there wil) be a public
in Fairview Villuge Assembly Hall, Pres.
ident Judge J. Amblop Willisms, of the
Montzomery Couris, will make the O
ing address angd preside. D, Manriee J.
Balili, of the University of Pennsylvaniy,
wha_is the leaing authority on matters
relating to the eureey of David Ritten
bonse, will (leg speak on Rittenlionse's
life ou the wearhy farm, His address will
be ilustrated with stereaplicon views,

Those wishivg to visit

¥ never he-

any
meeting

the grave of it
tenhouse in Laurel 11{1] Cemetery will
have gn apportunity 1o do so. #ceompn-

nied by a gnide, Sonday afterns
17. The party wil] assemblo ut
#t the main entrance
Ridge avenue, ahove Thirty fifth styest.

Tuosday, April 19th. the 200l nnni-
versary of Rittenhouse's hivgh, & piblic
meeting will be helg g1 8 I M, at Qer-
mantown Academy, Greene Atrest  pnd
School lane, "There will be widdresses v
Franklin Spencer Edmonds on “Ritien
touse—Citizen and Py triot,". and by Gen-
eral Edward Martin, stife treasnrey of
Pennsylvania, on “The First State Treas.
wrer”  Rittenhonsze was the first trens-
urer of Peunsylvania following independ.
enee.  Major Robeson Tea Perot, presi-
dent of the Ilistorical Society, will pre-
side; and there will he musical numbers

A

on, April
4 o'chiwk
to the ecmmetery,

byithe Germantown Academy Glee Club
&.’Omhestrn.

A large number of items from the mu.

senm of the Germantown Historjcal So-
ciety have been loaned for the Ritten.
bouse exhibition, now in progress at the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Lo-
eust and Thirteenth strest:
clude paintings of the birthplace and the
paper mill a compass which Rittenhouse
made Rittenhouse’s own copy of Velume
I of the Transacttions of the American
Philosophical Society, containing his ae-
count of his ohservation of the transit of
¥emus, a grindstone from the Ritten.
heuse paper mill, & chair which Ritten.
honse used and other things,

These in.

This material will be returned Mon-

day, April 18, and during that week thorve
will be a special Rittenhouse exhibition

1 the Germantown Society's musenm,
Incidental to the bicentennial the com.

mittee has made an effort to locate the
living descendants of Davig Rittenhouse,
None of these are of the name of Ritten.
house, as David Rittenhonse had no sons,
They are descendants of bis danghtor
Elizabeth, who was the second wife nf
Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, a distin.
i : : AL

guisheq Philadelphin Jawyer,
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ext of Rittenhouse Address
. Delivered by Rev. J. Foster Wilcox
2 . -

‘Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle-
men:
We are assembled at this humble

ycottege to honor the memory of

one who here first saw the light
of day two hundred years ago; and
when we contemplate the life of
mmwhobyhischamterand
ability wins the confidence and
admiration of his fellows, and,
‘the case of David Rittenhouse,
achieves fame as a cltizen, inventor,
seientist and educator, we are
prompted to inquire as to where
and how these remarkable qualities
of mind and heart were atteined.
We know that heredity and en-
viranment play a great part in such
successful lives, and in order to
make a fair evaluation of Mr. Rit-

a5

Itenho‘use it is necessary to inquire

to the character of his forbears,

las- well as the circumstances sur-

——

rounding his childhood and youth.
And we shall find in our present
‘study the confirmation of Milton's
poetical affirmation:

*“The childhood shows the man,

As morning shows the day.”

David Rittenhouse came from
rugged stock, and was cradled in a
‘home where fundamental virtues
were emphasized, and where the
exercise of mind, the dignity of
fabor, the Inspiration of religion,
and the love of lberty were taught
‘by both precept and exampie.
! "His forefathers were tried in the
fires of persecution, and suffered
for righteousness sake. They
possesged the courage and daring
ito resist the existing order under
which they lived, and to eventually
iseek a mew land in which they
imight exereise lberty of consclence
and fregdom of action.
The old Ameriean stock of the
Rittenhouses were Anabaptists, and
persons of very considerable note
in that religlons society. Probably,
therefore, they, were induced to
_establish their residence in Penn-
rsy_lﬂnia., towards the close of the
seventoenth century, by the tolerat-
ing principles held forth by Willlam
Penn. It must be remembered that
the founder of Pennsylvania had
suffered from like persecution in
England and Ireland, and he was
finally permitied to come to Am-
eriea and found a colony with such

jaws and institutions as expressed

—

l-his views and principles. Ha.ving

visited Holland, and doubtless hav-
ing deep Sympathy with the Ana-
baptists and others in their struggle
for liberty of comscience, he not
only founded a coleny for members
of the Soclety of Friends, but
welcomed immigrants of different
deneminations and eotuntries. The
justice of the tenure by which he

in| became proprietor of the soil, the

excellence of the politfeal regula-
tions established by great legisla-
tion founded on prineiples of Chris-
tian brotherhood, and the exeel-
lerice of the eivil government of
his riewly a¢guired domains, and a
greater degree of religlous liberty
than had st that time been allowed
in the world, made a strong appeal
to lovers of liberty everywhere.

The Anabaptists were numerous
in Switzerland, South Germany and
Austrin, but were cruelly persecuted
and consequently wmany fled fo
Holland zs & place of refuge. Menno
Simons became their great leader
and champion, and soon they were
called “Menmonites,” probably In
derision. But under their strict
discipline there was fostered a
gpirit of trus  piety and almost
ascetic morality in the community.
Among the pumber who came 0
America as representatives of this
sect from Holland was William
Rittenhouse, who.became the first
Mennonite bishop in this country.
It is d that he was the great
grandfather of David Rittenhouse.
William first settled in New York
and later came to Germantown
where '8/ considerable number of
Mennonites had settled, and where
a church of that sect was organized.

‘We would note in passing, that the

Germaiftowr Mennonites made the
first protest against the slave trade

on this continent. Willlam Ritten-

house's paternal forefathers had

long been papermakers at fthe

Village of Arnheim, Holland, and
here on the Wissahickon Creek in
1690, was built the first paper mill
in America.

It has been seen that fhese Ana-
baptists were imbued with & passion
for liberty, and when they made
their permanent settlement in
Peninsylvania, they constantly
affirmed that men should be free
in conscience and possessed with
the fullest ltberty under the law,
Their insistence on this principle
of religious Hberfy when the Natlon
was born. eventually caused the
adoption of the First Amendment
to the Federal Constitution.

David Rittenhouse was reared in
a Baptist home where these great
topics were constantly diseussed,
for we must remember that this
question of freedom and tolerance
was the battle-siogan in th
Commonwealth in his youth, and
his fiie spirit was but the product
l ch i and  confinued

ays in a beautiful

chain by order of the Fe
Congress * which  has
standard in the United States La
Office ever since. | Low.
Dayid Rittenhouse was the (w’i"ii Latin,
of Matthias and Flizabeth il-y Greek-
here, at what was calfed Paper Mill| Dram
Run, Roxborough tewnship, April| Duri
8th, 1732, David had three brothersit
and six sisters, and when he was
an infant the family removed o health, no
Norriton where the father had{ous physi
purchaced farm land, ' ;
boy grew to manheod and from an|
early L
cecupatidn of husbandman. 1 1| namely, L
has boen written about Davids| Probably
meagre education.
understand that education is moE|ir
alone matriculation in or gradua-
tion from an nstitution of : s
learning, In fact, there were but lived in |
three outstanding educational insti-|tenhouse

School, organized :
years after David was born, reor- mar.mﬁ

when he was
through the infiuence of deceassd
Franklin as a college in 1761, when [had ﬁ'¢3|
he was 290 and finally the
and University amalgamated and :
Pennsylvania University established|tlie insi
gs a great institution of learningfing &R
in 1791, when he was 59 years of|exercis
age.
lin, he was largely seif-educated. In |in mathe
fact, self-education was largely the
system of - i
When his fathér established his|{mt
residence in Norriton, and dur
the minority of his son,
no schools in the vicinity at:
anything more was
reading and writing
language and the simplest rules of
Arithmetie, B
David's school education in his}
early youth was therefore necessari=
ly bounded by these seanty limig
of accessable education. :
truth, taught nothing beyond thess
very circumseribed bounds of liter- i¥
ary knowledge, prior to his nine-
teenth year, “although,”
biographer, “it is certain, that some
vears before that period of his life,
he began to be known—at least inlalso
his own neighborhood—as a mathe-}sons ¢
matician and astronomer, in conse- | POWESS

relates that w David was em-|
ployed at the plough, at the age
fourteen years and
after, he (Benjamin) then a ¥
boy, was frequently sent to

enly the fences at the head of

s Tanies were ¢ cred ver with)

Benjamin also made a Suryeyor:

heen

Riftenhouse, and was born{covered

Here thel]

age was engaged in thel Da
Mueh | ne

However, we|unel

lﬁs min ¥

higher | Lewls.

tutions in America when Mr. Rit-|family.
tenhouse was born, Harvard, found- |/
ed in 1693, and Vale, founded in(this
1701, :

Pennsylvania University was mentary :
outgrowth of the Charity |metic
in 1740, eight[caliniatiol

panized as an Academy In 1751, Davic

19, and chartered {humble,

deceaszd
College | boy, He
quisition

Like Washingion and

M—_

. ‘.u-_-_ !

hiis day.

there W

taught than |&
in the English

X

He was in |pring

says his

quence of his cultivation of the|fairly i

transcendeént genius which | ast

Heaven endued him.™ oz i  from
His younger brother, Benjamin,|brother

for some time|
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'Father Time's Clock Turned
Back 200 Years in Address

] On David Rittenhouse
| —

LIFE HISTORY PAINTED

I.ﬁusn and gpmlemen-:

Just forget for a moment that yo
are comfortably sitting in this room |
a‘ndq:meuywalkwlmmdmtcthe
Wirsahickon. We'll gcramble down the
embnmkmentwthe Park drlwnmm

.qwmmstopnefmsmom.

the g wagon, No! ‘They're not
coffins, It appears that the family is
Mngout. Furnlture {s being neatly
stowed in the wagoh. A two-year-old
child 1s prattling about—helping—
stumbling over the rear of an old rock-
ing chalr—screaming us it hits its tiny
head upon something hard., An anxious
‘mother runs out of the house, plcks
thanhuqup‘mnﬂ:mﬁtﬂrsm,
‘mutters a few words in German, and

me&!mﬁhmm
mmmmmmwm

Whenmﬂdwtwomnatm
hemedwlthmsparmetdam
on  the hill overlocking Norristown,
Bmuﬂmemtonthahormput
o work on the farm. -He very early

BYJ EBARRE’!"I‘.‘*‘

' pleturésque house bestde the | when
brook ‘We are made aware of ir

mer-ha-lw indeed,

1 1178, to succeed

Before David Rittenhouse had reach
‘the age of. 24, his clocks and |

ments were noted throughout the

mrwmm'muhp
gained & provinelal reputstion as a
mathematician, No doubt he paused
before the glowing glimor of success !
nnuthoughtmﬂymadou;uponhls

poet’s genlus i

m 1m of adua‘ﬁt.t_'
m;t he was ever oomd_
of the growing wish for le
m Colonies and was yreparod
htng:nhmpawar toaﬂmmsa

emle mwa a
and used
hilg influence to call ‘the attention of
men of learning to David's proficlency
in sclenﬁﬁc and philosophic subjects.
He wns frequent trips do
to Philadelphia now, and was fortunat(
in heilg able to borrow books from th
library of the Amerlca,

'pmmmphmnoolety He mastered §

Isaac Newton's “Principia, and astos
ished himself by discovering for hir |
self the mathematical method
fluxions, or. differential calculus, ;u,.
thought for some years that he h
been the originator of this prinaiple

He became acquainted with mehs ]

£

Peters, secretary of the Province, ‘;
mnedupmhhntopeﬂormhuﬁ
public service, a job thich !nvoli

i grg b e
mﬁmwmmmhou€
ary line between Pennsylyania i[5
Maryland. In 1770 he completed |

famous planetarium, an mMJ |
complicated mechanical device :

sh 0

he (in detail the movements of the pi

the solar system. The relative ,! :

his state, mmlppoln tm
of the newly organized statz Iy | i
Michnel i

had moved away. This office hi
tinued to hold by subsequent el
for-thirteen years. Ho somehow | [
(& method of making an embty 1 | fli
devote a big portion of its cc
toward successfully financing i

fdeveloped 4 taste for mathematics and
proved nis inclination by covering
fences, walls and plow handles with
figures and geometric lines. His father
at first looked with disfavor upon this
tendency to abandon the business of
farming and did his best to discourage
it. But ﬂhr Lime he became recon-

expensive and lop-sided war. ‘T

and | who whipped up a very s
of the high command
By xvenhotmttmemw

Al-|toga came to brighten the
e | house and meinber of the C

more worthy of n | the
uny ,'I'hshﬂli‘:hmm

= |moved with it, In I.m:
October, he was made & m _
national Council of mmr
broad powers to extend capltal
ment mmmmrymmmd

to be but s natural o
gloom and cumtwm
of the Capital and the
of Washington's military ta
the news of the brilllant 1
General Gates over Burgoyne

Dr. Benjamin Rush, friend of
| gested that Gates had '

Mt Ho. won very much
ubhc a:\l‘; r;:mg m

- mqmatnﬂmnt. and he died
[26th of June, 1706, extolled by :
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Rittenhouse Mill History
An Inleresting Narrative

Continent’s First Paper Manuf'trtory Was Loeated on ..
Monoshone Creek in Roxborough Township

T By JAMES F. MAGEE, Jr.

Willlam Rittenhouse, Senior,
1(1644-1708) 'was borm near Mul-
hein, in 1678, he was a paper
maker in Amsterdam. We first
learn of him in Amerioa in 1687,

land in Cermantown where the |
| Mannon.lu‘ Chureh is now located.

He: wlth hls ftwo sons,
Nicholas Flass) and Gar-
&Eﬁt. also. dnnﬂi‘bur Eﬂimbvl.h who |
mﬁiﬂnﬂ Heivert Pa |
In New York city‘ 'le.:holl-ls Rit-
tenhouse married Wilhelmina De-
wees, the sister of Willlam Dewees,
who reected the second paper, mill
in Amerlea on  the Wissahickon,
near the Springfield Township line,
The marriage record stales that
Nicholas was,
Mnhaim living on the Delaware
River

In mss. Willlam Penn granted
ithe 446 acre tract adjolning Sumac
Park on the North to Richard
Vickris, (or Viearis), of Chemagus,
|England; on this lahd the five !
| Rittenhouse Mills were erected.
Before the coming of Penn

loeated was occupied by the Indian .
Chigfs—Neneshicken and Malebors,
By treaty dale 14th day of fiith |
wionth, 1688, William Penn pur-
chased from the Chiefs all of their.
([ifle and interests In the lands
| betwixt Manalunk (Schuylkill) and
Pemmapecks (Pennypack) so far
8 the hill valled
| River Manalunk and from
there by a Northwest line to the

diiver of Pemmapecka,  The con-
Isidmt.ion pald the chiefs was: 1560
|fathoms of wampum, 15 guns, 15
|| blankets, 3 great kettles, 15 smail
ketiles, 15 coats, 16 shirts, 60 yards
[duffils, 6 drawing knives, 20 gim-
ietts, 7 pair of shoes, 15 palr of
| stockings, 15 pair of scissors, 31
Ipounds of powder, 15 aules, 18
small glasses, 10 boxes, 8 capps, 3
papers of beads, and 8 paper of
red lead. The Treaty was with the
At Tongne s DAlppere Indien
Tribe,
In describing the five Rittenhouse
| Mills we will number them as fols
| fows:
No, 5 Nicholag Riltenhouse, 2:111i
CGrist Mill, 1746,
1 wNo.6 William Rittenhouse, znd.
|| Grist, Mill, hefore 1772.
| 'No.7 Jacob und Abraham Rit-
| tenhouse, Paper Mill, before 1760.
1. No, a Wmlam Rittenhouse,
Pa.:m'
' Mﬁ? e Hgm:ﬁ' ‘Rittenhouse, Grist
+

 No. _& and No. 9 were

when he purchased 50 aeres of"

“A young man of|

,CI"
Pennsylvania the land in  which |
Roxborough and Germanfown are

‘Conshohocken on |

8L,

the history of the first paper mill

|in America (No. 8) and the Rif-
' |tenhouse dwelling now on Linceln

Drive, near Riltenhouse streef, (At
a later dafte we 'hope to give the
history of the other four Rilten-
| {house Mills,)
¢ In 1680, Samuel Carpenter owned
a part of the Vickris traect and 20
acres of this land he leased for 099
years at'a yearly rental of § shill-
ings and one pepper corn o Rop-
ert Turner (of Sumae Park), Wil-
ligm Bradford (First Printer in
Pe_nmylvama) Thomas Tress and
William Rittenhouse, 8r, The
agreement was that Lhey should
’erec_t a paper ‘mill

The 20 acres ran from the Wis-
sahickon, in Roxborough, 110 perch
ito the Germantown Line, and 35

'perch on this line, which included.

both sides ol Paper Mill Run.
This. partnership of Willlam
Rittenhouse, a  practieal paper
maker, and William Bradford, the
first prlnter in Philadelphia, in-

sured the suceess of the infant
dndustry.
It was agreed: that Bradford

should each year receivé a certain
quantity of writing printing . and
blue paper for his exclusive use.
In 1687 he was to have all the
printing paper made for a period
of ten years at ten shillings per
ream.

A gy doggerel by John
Holmes, 1692, mentions the mill:
“The paper mill is here hard
? by,
And makes pood paper fre-
quently, ]
Kind friends when thy old
shift is rent
Tet ft fo the paper mill be
sent.”
. Alse Richard Frame, printed by
William Bradford, in 1602:
“Where hves High-German
_People, and Low-Dutch,

doth derive,
The first Trade keeps the
second Trade alive” N
“Without the first, the second
cannot be,
Therefore, since they two

can so well agree.

Also when on our backs it is
well worn,
Some of the same remain
ragged and Tormn

meaﬁmmgswmmr

g

|
I

=

replaced it ln eni- 1
g plage it

T.hem‘yleas byl;n?m and sudd
flood, which carried away the said

of paper, material and tools, whem»
by they were reduced to great dis-
tress, and therefore it is recom-
!mended to such persons as should
be disposed to lend dndtogivethe

| WATERMARKS i

made erm
|| watermarks in Rittenhouse pap
The “WR" was used before

Tracing ' m‘ithlﬂ

llam, 8Sr's. death in 1708: The
;;‘I:'t" with the cloverleaf, was

by Klaas (Claus or Nicholas)
Y Rittenhouss_ on paper used for the
i"Amaﬂm Weekly Mercury™ ,,_rl
1719. The “JR” and “HE"
|trade marks after the m-“ﬁ
| Nicholas, Sr., in 1734,

sufferers rellef and enoomagema:_xb
in their needful and commendable
employment as they were desirous
Lo ‘:’eﬁ;l i.:?n the paper mill again.
Penn generously headed
|the list of subscribers with a con-
tribution of 25 pounds,
It is interesting to know that Iast
month, August 24th, 1933, another
greal and violent storm visited
Paper Mill Run, and washed away
‘the bridge and concrete vmlls of |

dtwogmng and where Mill No. 7 once

The paper mill was rebuilt in
about (he same location. An in-
‘denture of 1705-6 states that the
othor three partners sold out their
interests in the paper mill and 20
mcres to William Rittenhouse, 8r.

William Rittenhouse, Sr., was a
preacher in the Mennonife Church
and in 1701 was ordained the first
Bishop of that faith in the Col-
onles,
| Riftenhouse, during his life, sold
a three-quarter interest in the mill
«to his son Nicholas, and upon his
death in 1708, (he died intestate)

(his son pecame sole owner.

David Rittenhouse wrote that
“For the Manufscturing of +the
‘paper in the mill ‘they carried the
rags in bags on the backs of hotses
from School House Lane (earlier
called Robeson's Mill Road) and
returned the paper in hampers in
the same manner, The rs wers
brought from Philadelphia, in c&rt.s
and the paper returned to the City"

The exact location of the
paper mill of 1690 and 't;ha one thui

dz af ﬂaﬂ]




Ll

Dwelling which still stands belween ‘the Lincoln Drive and Paper,
,:qm Run_in the Wissahickon Valley, &
Thls honse occupies a site west of the

in which David Rittenhouse was
original Rexborough

lllp Line, and ¥ what is now the 218t Ward of the City of Phil-

o

(o a traet of land mulmd 9 1-21
acres on a survey of William Rit-|
\tenhouse, 2nd, romest. Son  of
Nicholas, Sr, made i 1772, This
lot was south west from the Ge“
mantown line including Paper Mill
Run and the mouth  of thc liu.le|
stresm that runs from the south
side into Paper Mill Run. The ﬁrsc
paper mill dam was just below t.his-
Juneture abouit 115 ft. above the
first paper mill, west of the 9 1-2
@cre Job was an 8 1-2 aere plot
'marked Jacob Rittenhouse
1811—here was his paper mill No.
Tbuﬁtbe!we 1760. To the south
- was A 14 1-4 acre tract,
rm;'kea Nicholas Rittenhouse 2nd
‘mm-ﬁw upon which wag erected
i 1907 the Rmmhuuse GWeﬁlng
here was never a paper mill” on
"!muth :;;2 acre h: many writers
‘house near tha R.ittenhausu dwell—‘
ins was the first paper mill, but
is not mrrect. [

Nicholas, Sr. (1666-1734) increased
the production and quality of the
paper manufactured and both the
“American Weekly Mercury,”
adelphia, 1719, and “New York
Gazefte" 1725, were printed upon
‘paper shcrwing the water mark of
Nicholas, We reproduce a  tracing
iromi the ‘“Mercury,—on one sheet
‘was the clover leaf and on the oth-
er the initials K, R. (Klaas Ritten-
house) The other water mark W. R.
is from "Hlstery of Paper Making”
hy Weeks

In the posamlon of the writer
there is a plece of paper marked
“H R.” (Henry Rittcnhouse, died
1768} dated 17456 He must have had

interest in Mills Nos. 7 or 8
%grﬂe he bullt the Red Covered
g Grist Mill (No. 9) in 1751.

Nicholas, Sr., died in 1734, he will-
\ed the 20 acres: and old paper mill
to his cldest son, \ . 2nd;

Mam, 2nd,, {1891-1‘2449 owned

Hemry, Nicholas 2rid, and Abraham
were also named paper makers, un-
til they built their Grist Mills,
Benjamip Franklin, diplomal, n-
ventor, ambassador, and holder of
many great honors and degrees.
his will calls himself simply “print-
er,” so these early Rittenhouses in

le or smoke |

Phil- |

| _PAPER MILL SITE |

Upper: Location of First Paper

Mill in America, on Paper Mill
Run, 330 fest above the Ritlen-
house dwelling on the Linesin
Drive, but on the opposite side of

the little stream. The -mill was
built in 1690; washed away in a
freshel, 1700; and rebuilt the fol-
Jdowing year on the same spot.
Lower: The first dam, providing
(water for the mill was about 20
teet in fmt of the little  wooden

DAVID RITTENNIIOUSE
Mathematician, astronomer, sur-
veyor and first Director of the
United States Mint, who first sa_w
the light of day in ‘thie ROCOmMPAny-

ing pictpred liftle house w
still stands on the Lineoln Drive in
Roxborough.  The likensss, prinfed
above, is a reproduction of a steel
engraving made from a Charles
Wilson Peale painting of Riften-
house, which was made in 1772,
when {the noted scientist was 40
years of age.

-
deeds and wills were proud to state
thy were ‘‘paper rmakers.”
' Before 1760 theve were tWo paper
mills on Paper Mill Run, the
Mill 'No, 8 and the later Es'.par
No. 7. We suppose the Old Miil b
came out of date, and the new tﬂﬂ@-‘
ﬁ
|

modern mill No, 7 was bulls,

After the deaths of Nicholas,
In 1734, the paper mill op
were continued by sis son, Willlani
2nd, ;and ndsens, Jacob, Nich-
olas, Henry and Abraham. Jacob
was the only one who remained a
paper maker, the water mark used|
was the clover leaf, JJ. B. He was &
member of the Minute Men of 1776
a generous contributor to the Met—
nonite Church and & prominent
cluzen,

November 21, 1760, William 2nd.
sold to his sons Jucob and Abra-
ham I8 acres of land (oid paper
mill lot of & 1-2 acres and mill Na.
T tract of 8 1-2 aeres),

The old yearly interest on ground
rentof 6 shillings and one peppe;!
corh \was to be pald o the heirs
of Bamuel Crrpenter now for only.
820 years

The deed menttons the th




:
ob, Paper mn and 31, a.zres
: ngob aund Abraham  sell
1 2 fcrds wmmm.ng the old

‘bul the deed specified tha.t
B was to retain the old paper
lgnd uoon which was buﬂL
also ylEges to pass and Tepass,
right of mill dam, mill raece, also
ehts of the two small streams
. Run.
'_nfiislﬁ states Cthat the

fdam for the Mill was to the N. W,
cf where the two small- strepms
ran inte ¥aper Mil Run.

Riffenhouse Pa Mill on
]ng:w% Run, umwmmnmum
Tow Roxborough Township”
I;Iwma.
plant, were tae only paper mills in

Roxboreugh or Genn.anbcwn town-
ships during the Revolution whea

elphia Connty wrote the

, ttee of Safety, “That if all
%r Makers, Masters, Ap-
and Jaumeymen mr.hln

"tgmﬁm#-uﬁfsmnt?m

s puh‘l&shed in Lockwoeoad's trade ||
Mills 7 and 8 also Henry Dewees'

_Ehéra was such a great shortage of I. o this lef.

‘fn July 1776, the paper makers of || After 1880, the Park Commossion |

prentices, i

o TR0 BT, o
: . S

LR * mcpapermms in|

- the|

'_aﬁihe.?aperuﬂlsafthis
;mmm ust immediately be shu
___andetnourm.mutcw weeks

or, would fallh
W m "
9, 1776, the Continental
shucted the followihg,
o . Congress having

i g

tors bo New
al of:ﬁzanrmsmtean
,'tnpay regard fo

'Ilﬂ:w American Philosophical So-
elety offeved % prize of 25 pounds
crling, 1o the person who eollected
16 g\:a.test qumntity of linen rags
, in order fo ex-
Ler diligence.

fhat the Papor Makers in.

ot.{mrenﬂaffhellne.

“The Rittenhouse dwelling on Lin-
mlnbrive.mﬂl‘bbyw 08 R. (Will-
fam and Claus) in 1707, is- still
standing, and it was there that Da-

‘The illustration of the "Dam of | vid Rittenhouse was born in 1732

William, Sr, and Nicholas, Sr.,
lived and died there - the latfer in

(1734, William /willed his entire es-

fale to his eldest will 2nd,
(1691-1774). i oy

 In 1746, he sold the dwelling and
14 1-4 scres vo his son  Nicholas,

' |2nd, and in 1802, his son Martin

Ipurchased the same, but in these
deeds there is no mention of a Mill

pm&:hased this land.

i z.s/ (75/
& Gathers Data
' Conecerning
Rittenhouse

Dr. M. J. Babb, of University
of Pennsylvania, Search-
es Into Records

PAPERS IGNORED HIM

Celebration for Birth of Rox-‘
borough Man on April
8th, 1932 [

Preparations for ecelebrating tha
200th pnniversary of the birth of
David Rittenhouse, pioneer Amer-|
fcan astronomer, who was born mi
Rozhomush have revealed many
links  in his career with t.hatﬂ
Benjam.m ?rank]in, w:mﬂing to Dr.

J, Babb, emlgr
mat.la'h, niversity Pennsymm,,'_

Franklin's Poor Richard A 3
contaihs remarkable descriptio

astronomy aund repair of 5
wh.lcl%Dr- Babb is convineed Ritten-
wrote anonymously.

He: Franklin as = mml—-
ber of the Pennsylvania
and served in the mnwenﬁm
which framed fhe Cm:lsﬁtuﬁm
ting ip Pennsylvania as an inde-
pendent: State instead of a Bz‘iﬁsh
colony, Dr. Babb believes Ritten~
house wrote the preamble and (érﬂi
of that document. The
man later served for years as Treas-
urer of Pennsylvania. When the first,
Bank of the United States was char-
tered he was named to recelve the
money from the sale of stock, !

Dr. Babb is tningt&anﬁhertg-
pether all possible memorabilia of
Rittenhouse for exhibition at the
colebration April 8, and has been
hunting every detail of his career.
He has found, however, he must
search elsewhere than in Philadel-
phia publications ef Rittenhousa's
day for particulars. His explanation
is that everybody knew all about
Rittenhouss, so the loeal pn.pem
didn't “waste space” on him.

“Just as” he said, “there w
nothine in the Philadeiphia mﬁm
ahout Franklin’s ﬂmeral—ev b%
had been there, so
there was no need af d

T4
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Rittenhouse
‘Was Born In
: Roxhqrough

Old Newspaper Tells
. Strange Error in
, Ancient Tale

! n‘;BAWINGb

Article Pe;med by Former
_Gov. Pennypackor for
Harper's Magazine
After the appiarance of last
M“s‘ edition of the Suburban

Presg of the streets, a reader for-
\warded the following clipping Irgr::i

of

syunk
zine has a peeuliar value, as it con-
ttenhouse,

this number of the Maga-

tains a paper on David Ri

American Astronomer, by Sam-

“W. Perinypacker, Esqr., & mem-
frequent

e

WRONG

 Roxborough

. Mﬂn&

'beneath it; ‘%’irt.h place of
Rittenhouse, Germantown, Penn~
sylvania,” As David Rittenhouse,
according to the texi waa born in

Township, feel
quite sure that Mr. Mﬂbutchﬂn ‘has
given us the wrong house, which ig
gmatly to be regretted. Mr. Penny-

r says distinetly that Rox-

h was the Dbirth-plage of
Pavid Rittenhouse, and yet the ar-
ﬁstmadetheegmglmhmndﬂrof
Germantown. This
_ | was done, aswehave reason to
hmowmnamrhehaﬂsemand
mmedwiﬁxam.ldnanwhb
advised him of the fact that Rox-
porough and not Germantown was
the birth-place of the great Amer-

ican Astronomer. We have had so
Mgrea.t.maibom in the old
Township of Roxborough, that we
are unwilling to have such an er-
masthmwmmninunmrreutzd

W—hﬂa received very ta.vmblei
writicism nol only for its 5|
Mness.buttorthsnewlzhmit

character of those
s ab. Oreahéim and Crereldt. a8
hie Uﬁﬁﬂnﬂrtbff&mmmm:xwas
o onee called,
There

. E grouped all
. mmuhuwxyymmm-
ter career as an Astronomer and
such graphic language,

e o isecil)

wnﬁn. f/ |’] o

 SOCIETY HERE FINDS

= INCIENT STATE AP

Pamhment Drawn by Penp! sl

Surveyor Shows Colonial

Owners of Tracts
Rough  Designations qfi
Boundary Lines Caused

Doubt About Title to Land|

¢ An old.ngp.of Penosyivania, drawn
in 1881 by omas Holme, William
Penn's surveyor general, has recently
been brought to the atfention of the
Wigsahickon Historieal Society.

The aged pices of parchment, on
which are plainly legible the names of
Lha Colonial owners of the tract now

mbraced by Roxborough, &!ana:nmk
land portions of Wissalicken, containg 8
number of parallel lines dividing the old
rerrltmr 1nto stﬁps of land ext
River

Iehnsed the various tracts from Wil-
liam Penn are those of Robert Turner,
Richard nnd Robert Viearis, John Jen-
inett, Philip Tateman, Francis Fincher,
James  Olaypole, Samuel Benneii,
|Charles Hartford, Richard Snee,
| Charles Jones and Jonas Smith.

The original mequisition of this ter-
ritory by William Penn was included in
the grant he received from King
(harles IT in 1651. He offered it for
sale in England at the rate of 100 acres
for forty shillings with a guit rent of
one silver shilling to be paid each yenr
for a 100-acre tract.

As a purchaser procured his land
from Penn, he presented his deed to
‘kl commissioners, who _presumably

 their hesdquarters in Philadelphis,
The land commissioners then issued
a warrant to the surveyor general to lay
it out. When it was surveyed nmd
plotted a patent was issued to the
owner,

Speculatod on Roxborough Tract

1t has been shown thai all the Rox-
‘borou h traets were purchased on
|speci ation,  that none of them was
lpcenpled by the first purehasers, and
that many of these did not even eome
to America. The records further re-
veal that the boundary lines were
murked resourcefully by crude nota-
tion

Aruong the designations nsed to mark

a boundary are such as = "red nak o
n ‘white onk,’"" & "hlnkory tree;' a ‘‘gum

trae," an “opk sapling,” or a “&ogwood
‘wapling.” Such terms as “post," a
line _of blazed irees,” or a ‘“heap of
stones” were niko employed.

“Ag one contemplates the pe‘ms]mble
and movable objects which were |
to describe the boundary lines of these
‘tracts of ground, he is more moved
‘to say that the purchase of this grtmml
was more than a specplation,” one
member of the society declared. B2
‘wns a real estate hazard."”

The records of the various owners of
this historie parcel of land show that
very enrly in American history this
ground came into the possession — of
families. whose descendants are. still
oitstanding in the society of Phﬂa -
phia, Samuel Powell, Jr., and his
tors, Sarah and Ablga:!. came -
possession of their tract in 1747,

Prominent Families Held Land

M, Powell was a man of prominence
i the mlrmy. heing justice of the com-
mon pleas and gquarter sessions courts
land Mayor of Philadelphin in 1776
He was the last Mayor of the eily,
under the dominion of England, and t
first Mayar after the Revolution. i

Traet 11 was conveyed to Isase
Naorris, in 1715, the old records shm«
'\anriﬂ alse & mun of distinetion in the

u!nmes was Mayor of Philadelphia in
1724 The city of Norristown was
named after this early =ettler. His
widow, Mary Norris, =old in 1737 two
hundred and fifty acres of it to Barths
olmew Righter, son of Peter Bightl!r,
lwho owned land “farther down the
| Ridge”~now known as Wissahickon.

The descendants of this family, fo-

| gether with tlioge of the Leverams.

who held title to one of the middle
tracts, are residents of the twenty-first
ward evan today.
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Rittenhouse Was  General Martin Rittenhouse ~

Born in Roxboro to Speak Here ‘Xas Leadéfﬁi
| mong Men

Old Newspaper, Says Editor, A_At David Rittenhouse Bi-

4

s 3 ‘ Historieal Societies to Mark
Tells of Strange Error in| centennial to be Held in & 181

Bi - Céntennial Birth
Ancient Tale . ' Germantown April 19 Date Next Month
b _ |HAD MANY FRIENDS
BY A. C. CHADWICK, JR. From a Staff Correspandent’ . s i _
A far Hirsand ke followi I General Edward Martin, State Treus 1oaw nghl of Da}'_, on Apﬂl
R0 TOnY Ay e 'r ie u_nwmg S0 | yyer of Pennsylvania, has accepled an in- 8th, 1732. in R
f‘ing ff:{im f !;:;ni ?T“"ﬂpf‘ppi 'I'f nga:"'-' i vitation to speak at lhe David Ritten- 7 2 DX.'
nﬁ?l E Ht""l"; I: i‘;].‘h velates to David| G000 pieentenniol celebration in 'I'.h.-\'-l huro._ugh
PRI fd it 4 montown Tuesday evening, April 19,
‘Harper's Magazine for May is now out, Ir

/| The house in which Da.mddmﬁw!

i i David Rittenhonse;, who wag horn ina )
#ad ke usual it hak & nmmber of intepests | hense still standing on Lineoln drive, ueny tenliouse was born, April B, I
fng articles, and the illustrations are) 'piyouce treer, April 19, 1782 was || 361 Stands in a secluded portion!
quite attructive, To residents of Tox.| Fp ol ;'].,,_,,.”'i.ﬂ_' S Panisetreuin kttes of the Wissahickon valley about &
borough and Manayunk this number of ri‘(iefré;i{\l-fm-‘;- hel¥ng it wiiee from mile west of Germantown, in Rox-
the Mogazine has o peculiar value, as it"r VITTT until lT'S.ﬂ. Henee it was considered| | borough’s old township. His ances-
contdins a paper on David Ritlenhouse,| {0 0 rinte to have his suecessor in that| | tors were immigrants from Holland.
the American’ Astronowier, by Samuel W. | office at the .lirnsu‘nt ti;ln.. tn hl'k(‘ part in, | His father was a Papermaker, but
Pennypacker, Esq., a member of our Bar »tile-nrogv;-rr-! . afterward a farmer, and the son
‘and a frequent writer on loeal history. Rirtmh‘;&u;e Al ih Al G ] W]hlle engaged as a boy at the
Hndeed there are few persons in the State |0 0 Uniteq States Mint, The [rrma.--m th:,l]th covered not only fences at
who know as muek as Mr, Pennypacker '“unr‘ntpﬁfFen: “-f-“w "il'm." s Moy o If.'ad of the furrows but even
about early :ﬁ.‘:lur_\» af }f}ormau:ﬂwg_ A l:}l.m [’F invited tn‘s-;‘-.w-alk i E AT . D:ﬂ%hev;;g chalked :;tminal
recent . contribution of It dbesenns o e e e addition there ‘mgadem.E l"timself wa.(ﬂng. e home
8_\"71!“!3 -.‘rﬂg.a?iinﬂ on fht‘ t'{lr}}'_ﬂelslﬁr-i iz to bhe a historical address dealing “.i‘hl Pl'inlllpia" by S temwxw
nf.Gcrmnnt.m n—the Me nnonites has re-| Rittenhouses's civie serviees, This meeling lation, and discovered the science]
cen'_od ey f:?\'r.:rahlu eritieism not only will take place at Germantown Academy., Jof fluxions, of wh'leh"' | he for a m‘ e
for its truthfulness, but for the new phase The scientific achievements of Ritten- || time supposed himself. to. be thel
it ;‘:E\-e tr;. the r'har‘nl'ter of those settlers house gs a maker of clock and instrn-| Wfirst inventor, His constitution
s l,-reslu:u.n end Crefeldt, as the upper ments and az an astronomer will he told| being too feeble for an m\
part of (mn'n:\nmwu' was onee ealled. .. tincidental te the tour fo Rittenhouse bural life he became gz wfae |
“There wias nothing new to he sid o dmarke, Saturday ofternoon, April 16, |turer of clocks and mathematical|
about David Rittenhouse, but Mr. Pen-| |qu;. win culminate in a public meeting |Wslruments, and without the aid|
nypacker has grouped all the facts of iy Aceembly Hall, Fairview Village, near| [Of B0 instructor produced work
his early years and later career as an 88-1 peio foneors parma on (Germantown pike, guperior to that of foreign artists.
tronomer and citizen, in such graphic lan-! {3t miles above Chwstout FHIL O this |10 1789 Mr. Rittenhouse was elected
‘guage, that you arve wnwilling to close Seaaten -ﬂlp speaker will be Dr. M. 3. & member of the American Philoso-
the Magazine until you have:finished th"'i Babb; of the Univetsity of Pennsylvania, phical Soclety, and was apointed |
upgice, - i | | who for many years'has been assembling g:m of the number to observe the
Accompanying the paper ave two illus- | g0 onoug the life of Rittenhouse,’ ransit of Venus in that year, an
| trations; one is a copy of the inserip-| Phea chieivaiios ol the T nhAGR h-i.{ lg.cmmnt. of which he communicated |
!tl(m on the date stone in the gable-end | oo o0 being ikranged by & comd | 0 the society, His excitement was |
of the house, which states it to have been | .0 vo of ihe Germantown Biatorical So-‘ 8? great on iperceiving: the contac
built in 1707, The other purports to B | | victv The Wissahickon Valley Histori- | mosment pooaer i e sun at
a picture of the house itself, but we eal Society, of Roxbarough, and the City. |1y 1770 p;litt ‘mﬁ he fﬁﬁl
doubt if any resident of Roxborough or | g oo~ siuiate of Philadelphin, will | Centennial af'mjvﬂ whose Bi-
Germantown would be able to tell that | oo ¢0 o the tour on Ap#il 16. obseryed by locar mwm _be
it was Rittenhouse’s birthplace, were it | ™ gonerg) Martin, who will speak at the| [ieties next month, mmﬁa‘dm:.a
not sp stated underneath, The person meeting on April 19 is a lawyer and |Philadelphia and pursied his trade. |
who drew the picture was 8. G. Macut-| |, . Washington, Pa. He served as | Subsequently he = co S
chen and we rather think he must have | |, pivate in the war with Spain, Tu 1888, |observatory, where he made. w::; .
mistaken the ‘lmuse. He (_:l:l'tmnly WIS | | 2nd as a leutenant colonel in the World Important discoveries. Aft or i
took the locality, as the picture has be-| | o Ho jg now brigadier general in  Revolutionary War he was one o
neath it: “Birthplace of David Ritten-| | o;nong of the Fifty-ifth Infantry Bri. the Commissioners ‘selected to de- |
house, Germantown, Pennsylvania.” As gade, one of the two infantry brigndes in iwm the boundary line =
David Rittenhouse, according to the text the National Guard of Pennsylvania. |FPennsylvania and Vi!‘gima,hetwmm'
was born in Roxborough Township, We |@oncra) Martin was Audltor General of  between New York and Massa-
feel quite sure that Mr. Macutchen has ‘p.,,corconia from 1925 until 1929, when  Chussets. He had the Gegree oflul.D,
given us the wrong house, which is great-| . "y o ot o Treasurer. He js also [COnférréedonhim held the office of
Iy to be regretied. Mr. Pennypacker 88¥S.  poion of the Republican State Com. | Licasurer of Pennsylvania from

distinetly that Roxborough was the . | 797 to 1789, and in 1791 sucoeeded |
birthplace of David Rittenhouse, and yet " ro* | Dr. Pranklin as President of the
the artist made the egregious blunder of Philosophical Soclety, which office
loeating it in Germantown. This was he retained il his death, He was

'done, as we have reason to know, even
after he had seen and conversed with a
gentleman who advised him of the Inc-t'1
| that Roxborough and not Germantown
| was the birthplace of the great Ameri-|
|| can astronomer. We have had s6 few
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STILL DEFIES TIME

Relative of Penn and Famed
Scientist Occupies One of
Venerable Houses

(Mustrated on Picture Page)
, A substantial remnant of old Rit-
tenhousetown still stands, Mitle dam-
nged by the ravages of time, lttle
changed by modern improvements.

Clustered on the banks of Paper
Mill Run just inside the boundaries
of Falrmount Park, off Rittenhouse
gtreet, and Wissahickon avenuse,

'two inhabitants,

‘tenhouse will be eelsbrated here to-

latives of forty-two learned societles

| the

stand flve houses, sheltering thirty-

The oldest house and the most
famous is the birthplace of David
Rittenhouse, scientist and astrono-
mer, born April 8, 1732—200 years
&go tomorrow.

The bicentennial of David Rit-

morrow and Saburday by represent-
and Institutlons from all over the

Link With Fame

Tadanr Pheto
MES. WILLIAM PINKERTON
Collateral descendant of David
Rittenhouse, who oocupies one of
the anciemt houses in Ritten-
housetown

country.
Descendant Lives Nearby

His birthplace is now occupled by
John Paul Giesey, Fairmount Park
laborer, and his two children. A
neizhboring house, just across the
stream, s still occupied By Mrs,
William Pinkerton, & collaleral de-
seendant of David Rittenhouss,

Mrs., Pinkerton was met st her
front door.

“I was born in this house 61 years
ago," she said. "It belonged to my
great - grest grandfather, William
Rittenhouse.”

The house was built, Mrs. Pinker~
ton. explained, by 8 man named
Wiley, whose dasughter married Wil-
Ham Rittenhouse. At his death the
house went to Jacob C. Rittenhouse,
and so on down to Mrs. Pinkerton,
who lves thers with her hushand
and two of their thirteen children.

Bhe still has sll the old deeds to]
property, as well a5 many other}
lﬂsborical relles, incinding the bnhy{
cap of Hannah Penn. On her mot‘h
er's side, Mrs, Pinkerton is a de-'
scendant of Willlam Penn, nine gen-
arations remuved.

May Givn Up Old House |
“The house belongs to the Park
now," she sald. “But I may live In
it us long as I wish. No, it doesn'
go to my children. If I were to go
tomorrow and say I was through
with it the city would take it over
and my husband and children would
have to move.”
“But surely Mrs, Pinkerton. you
will never do that?”
"Well, I don't know,”
thoughtiully.

'

she sa.!d
"Living in the same

| place sixty-one years gets kind of

monofonous, I always wanted te

move into a nice ltbttle new housa
with elestricity,

|| since beenr demolished.
|| Ridgway formerly occupied

Talrmount Park guards, and his wife
and six children occupy the house
which once was used for the villnge's
doctors and nurses’ home. It &its
on a hill overlooking the other dwell-
ings..  The Rittenhousetown Haspi-
tal, which was on a lower knoll, has
Dr. Mary
the
house,

With the exception of Mrs. Pinker- |

ton, only employes of the Park ars

| permitted ta live in these houses.

The former home of Isaac Rittenhouse
Is opccupled by P, J. Merry, his

|| daughter and her husband, Mr. and
| Mrs. John Bolon, and their five chil-

dren. A widow of & Park employe,

Mrs, Mary OGriffin, and her four

children live-in the house next door.
House Urged as Shrine

A move has been made to have

| the David Rittenhouse home made

Into a cily shrine, but so far a
bronge fabiet, marking ‘the house, is
the only evidence in this direction,
David Rittenhouse s most popu-
larly known for his clocks, slthough
his world-wide fame was achieved

[ Historical Soclety.

through his astronomical discoveries’

ahd sclentific achievements.

Among the forty-two societies
united to honor his 200th anniver-
sary are the American Phllosophical
Bocjety, of which he was the second
president; the University of Penne
sylvania, "Wwhere he held the profes-

\isorship of astronomy and was vics

president and frustee; the Historical
Soclety of Pennsylva.nu. American
Paper and Pulp Assoclation,
Dominion Archivist of Canada, the
Maryland Historieal = Boclety, the
Franklin Institute, the American En-
clety of Meehanical Engineers, the

Amartcm Institute of Electrical En-

of Bﬁ&,ﬂ!% ae::nnmm’ !

Germantown will celabrate its Rit-
tenhouse Centenary April 19, which
is the New Style date, the calendar
having been changed September,

1752.

Sublone iﬂﬁ/&/h

the |

Rittenhouse

%

_a

Was Born In F
i

Roxborough |

| ugh;
'Old  Newspaper Tells  of] %
Strange Efror in Tj
Ancient Tale ﬁ
DRAWINGS W RON G/}
o

Article Penned by -For:_r;e*!ﬂ
Gov. Pennypacker for g
Harper’s Magazine rg

After the appsarance of Iﬂf
week'’s edition of the Suburban
Press of the streets, a re&&ér foir -

warded the following clipping from
a local news of Priday, April|
21st, 1882, W relates to Dawid
Rittenhouse, LiL, D.

‘"Harper's Magazine for May Ja-
now out, and as usual it has & pum-
ber of interesting articles, and the
illustrations are quite attractive. :l.'b
residents of Roxborough end Man-
ayunk this number of the

the American Astronomer, by Sam-

Jzine has a peculiar va.lue.a.slt.cm—:._-
tains a paper on David Rittenhouse, |

are few persons in the State who
know as much as Mr, Pennypackﬂn
about early history of ;
A recent contribution of his to &
Pennsylvania Magazine on the
settlers of Germantown—the
nonites—has received very fa
criticism not only for its tmkhe
| fulness, but for the new phase if
jave to'the character of those set-
ilers at Creshelm and Crefeldt, as
the upper part of Germantown was
once called. )

said about David Rittenhouse, b:lﬁ

Mr. Pennypacker has grouped
the facts of his early years and la-
ter carcer as an and

uel W. Pennypacker, Esqr., & mem-

“There was nothing new to be |

citizen, in such graphic lam
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f v
300 Visit

Rittenhouse
Birthplace

ers Splendid Address at
Scientist’s Home /

MARTIN PRESIDES

Francis . Brewster, a De-
scendank Plants Mem-
orial Oak ‘

ﬁncordins to plans made by the
Wissahickon Valley and other his-
torical societies, a pllgrimage 'to
| David Rittenhouse landmarks in
‘and about Philadelphia in honor of|
ithe biwntanmnl. memy. qé; thgi
famous astronomed, con ur.ted

afternoon,

On another page of (his is ue di“
The Suburban Press, will be uun
' |the text of Dr. Wilcox's address. ..

R | Directly In front of the house a

| memorial white oak tree was plant-
led by Francis E. Brewster, former
|solicitor oifhthe Ba;.rd of City Trusts
#nd a col teral mt of !‘.b!
seientist.

Aﬁm-leavmgtheuonnmsmtm--
- borough, the pilgrimage was in|
- imargearmeermmtawnm;
] Bﬂﬂm |
.&nﬂusmmdlechmemnttten-:

Rev. J. Foster Wileox Deliv-| |Hocket
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H. G. Knight
To Address

Historians

Montgomery County Jurist to

Speak at Roxborough
* High School

MARTIN WILL PRESIDE

{ Evening  Bulletin’s
& Film “One Day” 10 Be
i Exhibited
—.-l-.-_
| Gards of invilation are being
ﬂiattﬂ:utad by members of the Wis-
sahickon Valley Historical Soclety
@ o v s e
um o youg
m‘ﬁwo idge avenue and
rmunwn atzeet. next; Tuesduy eves

! m Harold O, Knight,
0 County cmlrt Judge will

Mont-

& ver an address on matters per-

i Jthe Upper Wim:hickon
ol W mﬂht

ar ps-a speaker, and cnmes

well mommemdad to the people/
-of this section by the thtgomery:
Society.

‘County Historical Soc
In addition the projection of the
' sound pleture, “One Day. Or A
Gmter Philadelphia ls Rising"
wm be-made through the
. of the Evening Bulletin, 'I‘h;e Mo-/
| Callum Company have charge of
| ‘this feature, and haye promised (o
have sufficient amplication in the'
f Behool audllorium to  insure
- socess of the showing,
L Major Thomas S. Martin, pres-
ﬁﬁt of the Wissahickon WValley
{ 1 Soclety will be Lnnharge,
‘and everything has been done w
| make the evening o plessant one.
| There is no charge, except that
mﬂmuum are issued mroughwt%]se

ﬁ\ltamrdw‘lllbeadmﬂt:ed until
| 155 PM., and children must be|
with their parents to be admitted.
%eammimmd:m‘geis.lams
'R.Helms.:rlowph . Miles, A. C.
. Chadwick, Jr., em'ge Layer, J.
| Ellwood Barrett, Miss Blancie L.
Mmr.mdmnrﬂagen—

ﬁheaimorl.he local society Is

to create an interest in things of |
storical Interest, sand this.

kmmwonm

Great

nndﬂmnnedhythehﬂ

- ——

WILL SPEAKHERI'

1]

G, K:HIGHT |
ty Court Judge,
who will deliver an nlllm wn-t
cerning the Upper Wissu on, at
a meeting of the Wissahickon Val-
ley Historical Society, which will be
held at the Roxborough Migh,
School, on Tuesday evening ol next

HON. Haﬂ
Montgomery Co

ﬁweek.

—

159193}

Judge nght
- Tells of Upper|
Wissahickon

‘Montgomery County Jurist
| 1 Relates Experiences
of Boyhood

PLEASES LISTENERS

—r

17 Evening Bulletin Represeh-

~ tatives Display Educa-
& tional Film

At the Roxborough High School,
Ridge gvenue and Fountain street,
on Tuesday evening, Judge Harold
G. Knight, of the Montgomery
County Historical Society, gave a
|most interesting series of remin-
|iscenses concerning the Upper Wis-
sahickon.

d&:m of his boyhood,

_ .mdee Knight carried. his listeners!

being particularly
referred to, as loverfsd of th;}m

Judge Knight told of i
Flues, old silk mill, and of the “Old
Dutchman’s plan to raise his m{
silk worms, Mulberry trees were
planted, and every phase of s&
ducing silk, from the Iarvas
:(e)d.the finished product, was refer-

to

Various opinions, concerning the
forigin of the name of Whitemarsh,
|through which township the Wis-
sahickon flows, were related, with
present day historiang’ demsfon
that the section receives its name
{from the "wide marshes”
valley of the Wissahickon, the
name Whitémarsh, being a corrup-
tion of “wide’” marsh,

Romantic nights, on old bridges
and in skating parties, humour and
tragedy, too, when reference was
made of the drowning of a nsm
I%dt;nd &s j;;otgzera were mﬁue:ed

e 8 y Judge Knigh
! Martin,

Major Thomas S. !
}denn of the Wissahickon ‘i"aﬂe'n%_z”r
tarical Society, which sponsored

the meeting, presided at the affair.

A moving p&ebure with sound ef-
fects, entitled, “One Day; or a
Greater Philadelphia Is Rising,”
was exhibited by representatives of
The Evening Bulletin,” The film,
which consists of a series of im=
pressions, dating from 1682 until
the present day, was greatly e
#d by those who saw and heard it.

Joseph S. Miles, secretary of the
Association, at the close of the
meeting, recited some of Roxbor-
ough's history, tm]
purpose of local group of 3
and ended by making a plea for in-
[cn'aas&d membership.

|

inr.hal

and told of the
—

15
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BOYHOOD DAYS
RECALLED BY

JUDGE KNIGHT

R ity AR
yer' Narrated Before Wissa-
hicken Valley Hiltorianu

Narrating boyhood adventures
aiun the upper Wissahickon with
t of the best chapters
ﬁ'om "Tom Bawyer,” Judge Harold
G. EKnight, of the Montgomery
county courts, delighted a large au-
dience last night in the Roxborough
h.igh school, the oceasion being a
%l meetins of the Wissahickon
alley Historical Society. Especially
was Judge Knight's ac-
count of how he and another lad,
clad only in their “birthday suits,”
were swept four miles on a raft
when the stream was at floodtide,
“aAll my life,” sald Judge Knight,
“T have lived within a stone’s throw
of the Wissahickon at Ambler. I
‘have seen the earlier beauty of the

used
catching them. A large stone would |
be heated in a fire and the fish was |

stream marred by poliution, but T
am glad now to see the approach of
o better day that will check this
pol]utwn.

“Some of my earliest memories
are assoclated with the stone bridge
‘that carried Butler pike over the
‘Wissahickon. Mve years ago I
found on my desk, awaiting my sig-
nature as a judge of the courts, a
eontract to demolish that bridge
and replace it with a modern con-
erete  structure. I could scarcely
bzms myself to pla.ce my name on

for it was like signing

eath ws,rmnt of an old friend.
"th many of the old stone
‘bridges remain. There is one on
Morris road at Fort Washington,
-another below Penllyn and a third
at Gwynedd; but I know of no
others on the upper Wissahickon.
" “Onece there was & suspension
bridge, just wide enough to permit
one person to pass. A flood washed
it away and it was never rebuilf,

“In my boyhood days there were
[two mills in operation on the Wts-
sahickon in the Ambler region, and
I often helped the miller at one of
theése mills

pull up the gate that|

‘permitied the water to flow over
the waterwheel. Now no mill is
operated anywhere along the Wis~
‘sahickon,

“Betweenr Ambler and Fort|
‘Washington, Eberhard Flues ence |
nndertook to manufacture silk, im- |

orting silk worms, planting 200

Iberry trees to feed the worms |

a mill to weave the
But the venture was

'-_anc_l erecting
& Ia.‘lh:lra &

_ Judge Knight expressed his grati=
ti%s:rbec&%m of the e:gzemmn of
ount Eﬂl‘k e Wissa-

01 'k SRl

being biinded with & lantern, Many |
& night I was thus engaged from
8 in the evening until 3 in
morning. |

“We also set lines in summer,
50 to 100, with no corks, the lines
being fastened to a peg driven into,
the ground. Then we would go up
and down the shore, pulling in lins|
after line, removing the fish and
rebaiting. This method, too, has
been outlawed, for it is unsports-

manlike.

“We caught suckers, sunfish, cat-
fish, eels, some perch and occasion-
ally a trout. I have never eaten fish
that tasted so good as those we
to cook immedidtely after

placed on the stone to fry.

“In the winter we would set|
traps along the creek. Somé winters |

I caught 100 to 250 muskrats, a
dozen skunks, some opossums and
once in a while a mink,
Recalls Ritual for Trapping

“We had a regular ritual for
trapping. I was improper to set a
trap before the first button came
off your coat in winter, Sometimes
we helped the button to come off.

After school each evening every|

boy set about 20 traps. In the early
morning, as we went from trap to
trap, we had the thrill that comes
but once in a lifetime—especially
if there was a skunk in the frap.
Al least once my mother would not
let me enter the house for many

hours, and I had to change my‘

clothes in the barn.

“Today everything is different.|
My boys have tried trapping and |
fishing, but they were unsuccesstul. |

Farther up the stream, howeyer, the
boy do still cateh some muskrats, |

e wotlld fasten the skins on a
shidgle and let them until
spring, when we sold them to a fur|
dealer, getting 15 to 20 cents for a
muskrat skin, and $1 for the skin
of a skunk, Now a muskrat skin
brings $1 to $1.50, and a
skin §7

“An experience which I believe
was really unique occurred when,

withthea:doracnmpa.nim I built
& big craft. We built it on the
ground, for ordinarily there was not
enough water in the Wissahickon
to make rafting worth while. Our
plan was to wait for a flood.

“One day in July the flood came.
We hurried down to the creek, re-

skunk

moved all our clothes—bathing suits
were unknown to boys then—and
goon the raft was afioat with two
13-year-old boys on it.

“But when we tried to guide the
raft we realized that the swirling
current was too strong for us. In
o few moments the rafl was beyond
our control, and we were rushing
down stream. It was too dangerous

mn%cu into the water, so we
clun

the raft, ¥inally, down
mesd out m the mﬁwrtgg
able to get ashore. '

gomery coun%:
sald Judge Knight, “believe we
in the garden spot of all the United |
|Btates. Our hills do not have the|

grandeur of the Alps or
{Rockies, but there is a charm about
'the Montgomery county
slde T have never found elsewhere.
Wallace Nutling appreciated this,
g8 18 evident by the Montgomeéry
county views in his book, 'Pennsy1~
mmﬁn Bemﬁlﬂg : tic ntres,ms.
“Among e roman
the Wissahickon stands pre-emi-
nent., It has a beauty that
unique. To me it is the stream of

the

Pia”

is

sentiment that rises in the foothills
of memory and flows down through
the days of my youth, and along its
shores walks the barefoot boy that

I used to be.
"Dnhotdnys.whenlgotosnmo

elaborate modern

with all its artificial luxuries,

T

close my eyes and see again the old
swimming hole of my boyhood days

in the Wissahickon.

“And at night as I sit beside tihse
open fireplace my thoughts go back
to Winter nights when the jinsh
of sleighbells sounded on Marrls
‘road and the ring of skates was
‘heard on the Wissahickon, and i
see again the ruddy cheeks and the
'él‘a-rﬁ;O'Bhant.em of the girls we used
0

“But I look forward to the time
when the stress of busy days
past and I may renew my

Jma:r again wander along Its banks
and watoh the waters silently glide
bywanasmycwnlithlabarkuf
destiny passes on to the great sea
of Eternity.”

e — &

m.
jance with the Wissahickon, when I|

|
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'RESOLUTION DESIGNATING
“the bridge crossing’ Wissa’
hickon ereek ay Henry avenue
+ as the “Wissahickon Memorial

Bridge" in honor of the men
and women of Germaniown,
Roxborough, Chestnub Hill,
Tioga, Manayunk, Logan, Ol-
ney and Oak Linae who served
in the World War; and direct-
ing the presentation of this
resolution to the Mayor for
his appronglh or disapproval.

4 e Oity of Phila-
delphia is constructing a bridge
crossing the Wissahickon creek
atg’!gury a.v;:enue: and
: ereas, Tt is appropriate and
fitting that this bridge should
serve ms o memorial in honor of
the men and women of German-

Tioga, Manayunk, Logan, Omey
‘and Oak Lane who served in the
‘World War; theicfore,

- Resolyed, By t(lie Council of
the City of Philadelphia, That
the bridge now being construct-
| the Wissahickon
| ereek at Henry avenue be, and
the same iz hereby designated as
‘the “Wissahickon Memorial
Bridge" in honor of the men and
women of Germantown, Roxbor-
‘ough, Chestaout Hill, Tioga, Man-
ayunk, Logan, Olney and Oak
Lane: and that the Department
of Public Works, Burean of En-
gineering ard Surveys, is hereby
authorized and directed to erect
& Memorial Tablet so desig-
‘nating the sald bridge.

Counell be directed to present
this resolution Lo the Mayor for|
his approval or disapproval.

Approved the 4th day of June,

A, D 1931,

H. A. MACKEY,
. Mayor of Philadelphia.
> (No. 164y -

c~19-17> 4

town, Itoxborough, Chestnut Hill, |

‘Resolved, That the Clerk of |

Mayor
'Taég_sz_fl ction

Sy s Juna 15th, 1931.
A. C. Chadwick, Jr,,

c/0 Suburban Press,

474 Conarroe Strest,

My dear Mr. Chadwick:

Acknowledgement is made of
| your letter relative to the omis-
gion of “Falls of Schuylkill”
and Wissahickon, in the resolu-
tion designating the Henry Ave-
nyue Bridge as the Wissahickon
‘Memorial Bridge.

This has been taken up with
the Chief of the Burean of En-
gineering and Surveys! No slight
' intended fo the Falls of
uylkill or Wissahickon in the
of communities named. in

ufop S-A-Ys¢
— City Fathers

Make Amends
For Oversight

Names of Wissahickon and
Falls of Schuylkill to Be
Placed on Tablet

REGRET INCIDENT

‘Henry Avenue Bridge Ts Re-
named in Honor of World
War Participants

l. In one of Philadelphin's lending'
dailles—dated Iast. Friday—appéar-
ed the following succinet news item,
coneerning this  section, which—
without saying so—was a compli-
ment to the alertness of the staff
ol THE SUBURBAN PRESS. |
“City Council yesterday correctec’
a grave mistake it made June 4, !
“On that day it adopted a resolu-)
tion designaiing the bridge over the)
Wissahickon as the “Wissahickornl'
Memorial Bridge,” and dedicated it
in honor of men and women of
Germantown, Roxborough, Chestnuty
Hill, Tioga, Manayunk, Logan, Ol4
mey and Oak lané who served.in tlhy
‘World War. |
¢ But the resolution forgol to men-
{tion the heroes of Wissahickon and
Falls of Schuylkill, the communitics,
linked by the span, So Council-
man Howard Smith intréduced an!
amending ordinance adding them
to the tablef.” d
As stated, on June 4th, Howard
| Smith, one of the Sixth District's

I representatives, introduced a resolu-

tion belore City Couneils, asking
that the name of the Henry Avenus,
Bridge be changed to the Wissa.
hickon Memorial Bridge, and t.hai_;
& bronze tablél be placed on the
structure in honor of the men and
women who served in the World
War, from “Roxborough, Chestnut
Hill, Tioga, Manayunk, Logan, Ol
ney and “Oak Lane.” 3

The resclution passed, was signed!
by Mayer Mackey, and printed ae-
cording to the proper legal pro-
cedure in such matters.

And then a member of the stafi
of THE SUBURBAN PRESS naticed
the omission of the names of the
Falls of Schuylkill and Wissahick-'
on, from among the communities!
specified to be placed on the mark-
€r.

The resolution was reprinted in
THE SUBURBAN PRESS. and ar
editorial written, criticizing the
oversight, The incident was called
Ito the attention of various organiza-
tions and individuals in the two
‘“forgotten” territories, with the re-
Isult that complaints poured inte
Qity Hall, and to the councilmen,
from the East Falls Business Mons'
‘Association, the Falls Mothers'
Club, the B ‘Home and School|
e T > . ] ‘

and 1918; A. F. Skrobanek
ant cashier of the Commercial 1
'tional Bank and Trust Company, ou
whose property the Falls Honor Rall
stands; John E. Smithies, former
eouncilman, and others, '

In the 21st Ward, Frank L Een-
worthy, Fairmount Park Commis-
sioner; the Wissahickon Business
Mens Association; Dr. J. Franklin
Strawinski, and Commander Wil-
liam D. Ralston, of Thomas F.
Emery Post, American Legion, and
Wililam H. Jones, went into im-
mediate action.

All with the result that Mayor
Mackey and Councilmen Smith and
Blackburn, extended every effort
to rectify the mabter.

And then came the information
that Mr. Smith had introduced an
amendment to the original resolu-
tion, adding the names of Wissa-
hickon and the Falls of Schuylkill
to those that will be placed on the
tablet to be erected on the Wissa-
hickon Memorial Bridge.

THE SUBURBAN PRESS, ence

more, feels that it has been of ser-

viee to the pecple who reside in the
seetion in which it ciroulates, '\ -

C7-1-199) -

! Memorial Bridge
- Amendment

IWSOLUTION AMENDING RESOLU-
| “F1ON ‘entitled "Resolution desig-
nating the bridge crossing Wissa-
nlckon creek at Henry avenue as

| the “Wissahickon Memorlal Bridgs,'
! in honor of the men snd wornen of
| Germantown, Roxborough, Chest-
| nut Hill, Tiogs, Manayunk, Logam,
Olney and Oalk Lane who served in
the World War; apd directing the
presentation of this resolution ton
the Meayor for his approval or dis-
approval,” approved June 4, 1631
and directing the presantation Dt‘
this resolution to the Mayor for hla
spproval or disapproval,
Whereas, The bridge crossing the
‘Wissahiokon creek at Henry lmvmgg,
has been designated as the 'Wissa=
hickon Memorial Bridge,” in ‘Thonor
of the men and women of German-
town, ﬁ::ﬁbomngh. Chestnut  Hill,
y nayunk, Logan, Olnez and
E;l&slw who served In the World
War, | =
And Wheress, Wissahickon and
Falls of Schuylkill should be Inclue.
pd in the proposed memorial tablet
Jo_designating said bridge: therefore,
Resolved, By the Council of the
3ty of Philadelphia, That ihe reso-
ution approved June 4, 1931, salit-
ed “Resolution designating  the
iridge crossing Wissahickon creek at
fenry avenue as the “Wissahickon
Jdeniorial Bridge,” In honor of the
men and women of Germantown,
foxborough, Chestnut Hill, Tioga,
Manayunk, Logan, Olney and Oak
Lane who served in the World War;
and directing the presentation of
this ra&ulutlcﬁn m May for his
roval or disapproval"
:ﬁptfu Is hereby amended
in the praamble and re

: hym.-ﬁﬁp?
olution: Wis-




//w 35

r'-—_,:r-!-.---a-

one Railroad Bf;dge Has
Served Over Half Century

—-‘.}J

"Wooden Slmclurm Used For Forty-Three Years Prior to

\

Erection of More Permanent Viaduet—
History Told in Annual Reports

' “Many are 'l.he motorists, and|
ﬁthﬂ‘l“,’.. who as they npproach Lhe

LEntmnce to the Wissahickon Drlw
al Ridge avenue, for the first oy

[ pause to admire Lhe gracelul e uluu
which carries vhe  tracks of  fhe,
lﬂea&nug railropd oven’ the Wisa-||
hickenm Creck at that point, {
l A sgarch of' the vecords relabing
'to this bridge, proves thay it is nog|
(the fivst struoture which served/ the |
mlaee d company 4t the game

On -August Tth; 1883,  proposals
'mu_:e asked for grading of the
Fhiladelphis, Germantown and
Neorristown Railroad, from Robe-
son's Mill—mear the mouth of the
Wissahickon—to Norrisiown. The
«contracts for this work were
fawarded on September 25th, 1833,
ﬁﬁeetmna numbered 9 to 12, south o
‘Robeson's Mill, and including vhe
first bridge over the Wissahickon,
| were awarded in September of 1833
Hﬁ Isaae Otls and Company, and!
| the work was completed in Oectober
of 1834. Regular railroad traffic vo|
Manayunk began on October 20th,
1834. An account in & neighboiing
I wspaper, anent this® first (rip,
as follows: "Carrs at length
'gpmachzd the Wissahickon, at
Robeson’s Mill, The constriuction
n'qt-:th-' viaduct in the substanuial
nner in which it appears to be
‘builf is certainly an extraorvdinaiy
dervaking, and has been accom-
in a manner which has
ei;r,u»e satisfaction to the
gompany. The helghy s
, 70 feet above the surface of
wator. and. the length 433 feet,
: cost of construction u.bout

fous extracts from the annual
reports of the P. G. and N. Rail-
‘road complete the tale of the Wis-
&htckon bridges near the mouth
the stream. “November 1sy,

| % A track of edge rall, sup-
sperted upon continuous bearings of
Hhﬂ?e oak timber has been laid
the Wissahickon Bridge, to-
gm.her with a new floor of hemlock
, and that important struc-

about which so much solici-

felt has been greatly

thened by additional braces

by arches of white pine in all,
h?m added on the outside of

m Tattice frames and secured to
(them by screw-bolts, This work
m amlared the bridge abundant-

[i& strong and a good coat of white-|

W" hag int rovud its appearance.”
E . 4: To the

iigkon Bridge 1here havel
made frequent partlal repairs
ng the season; it giving ovi-

asing decay and ther

Haughey & Snyder for the imme-
\diate erection of a new bridge.
|This is far advanced towards com-
‘pletion, the materials being chiefly
‘delivered snd the most of the |
framing done. Its cost will be
aboul $10,000."

| “Noyvember 8rd, 1845: At the
fime of the last annual meeting a
leommencement had becn made at
constructing a new bridge over the
Wissahickon Creek, which has since
been compleved. The securily fell
by passengers new, when orossig
the valley and the strong and per-}
manent appearance of this bridge,
have no doubt aided materially in

inereasing the travel upon the
road.”
“deprember 30th, 1862: “This|

amount (giving the sum of rEceipts
from =xcursion business at Rock-
dale) would have jbeen largely in-
creased but for t{w destruction of |
the Wissahickon ‘bridge by fire,
which reprived some twenly excus-~

sion perties from fulfilling fhelr en-

gagements made with the company

for the use of the said ground. On
the afterngon of the 12th of Au-

sb last (1862) thé Dbridge’ over|
the Wissahickon Creek was entively

five from the mill adjacent; known
as Robeson's Mill. An arrange-|
ment was immediately made with
Mt. Svone for the erection of a
Arestle-work s a lemporary beldge.
‘The whole work' was sauisfactorily
completed in thirteen days; amd I
nineteen days the trains were regu-
larly passing over the bridge. Dur-
ing the interval the Reading Rails
road Company generously rendered
the use of their road (on the west
side of the Schuyikill) for the
transportation of freight and. pas-
sengers. The company &valled
themselves of their kind offer for
the transporfation of freight; bul

ducted on our own road, by a lifile
inconvenience to the passengers,
that of walking from one side of
the bridge to the other. Proposals
having been invived for the ocon-
struction of s fron bridge, the
same were received up (o the (Isi
of October. The bids were few
ang exceedingly high owing to the |
increased price of iron and the
presenu difficulty of proeuring it
Under existing eircumstances the
sidered the resolution
4 wraught iroa bﬂ&gn

ed in our ls.St rﬂbﬂﬂ i

hickon Bridge was deat.royedmgy
fire August 12vh, 1862, The tem-
porary trestle-werk bridge, con-
structed immediately aftey having
answered well its purpoese, has since
been removed and a new and su-
perior wopden structure, much more
substantial than the original
bridge, has been completed over

. after,

destroyed by fire. The bridge took|

[bridge Is on a improved alignment

the passenger operaj.mns were con- |

two spans, An Act of State Legis-
| lature, obtained last winter, grant-
ed the company permission to con-
istruct a stone bridge (two-arched)
over the eastern span. This is now
being done under the supervision of
Messrs, White & Houpt contraciors,
Sald Legislative Act also-allows the

remajning two spans o be  bullh
similarly of stone i any thme hiere-

The bridge will be finished
shout, the flrst of the ensuing year,
when @ double track will be laid
aver i, awd by this alteravion dis-
pensing with the switeh-tenders at
this peint,”

On January Tvh, 1873, the Phiiu—|
Jdelphia and Readmp; Rallroud Com-
pany entered into an  agreement
with the €Cily of Philgdelphia, tor
the erection of,a new double track
stone paflroad bridge nhis 15 the
present strueture). On August 126h,
1874, the Board of Directors of Lhe
Philadelphia and Reading Railtosd
Company directed vhe chief engin-
eer of the Company to “proceed
therewith to build a new double
track stone railroad bridge over
the Wissahickon valley and creek,
upon the line of the Norristown
Branch of the Philadelphia, Ger-
n&gndtow:: and Nurris%wn’ Rail-

The annual report of tbe railroad
company, for the year ending No-
vembtr 30Lh, 1874, states: “The
work of vhe new bridge crossing
the Wissahlckon Creek on the
Germbautown and Narmistown
Branch, was cominenced i Sep-
témber and prosecuted with viger,
Iumll the approach of winter com-
pelled us vo cedse operations. The
two largest plers of [he bridge have
been founded on selld rock in the
bed of the creek, and have been
built up within five feet. of the sut-
face of the waver. Thelr respective
foundations are 31% feet and 26
feet below the mean water level of
the dam. The location of this new

of the road, end will enpable the
City of Philadelphis to carry Ridge
avenue by an overhead bridge
across the railroad, thereby avoid-
ing the present danger of grade-
erossing, (a work which was not
done uniil about 1927 or 1928) and
\improving the grade and alenment
of this great thoroughfare. I will
require at least two vears of hard
work to accomplish this much need-
ed improvemeny, The new bridge|
will better aceommodate the wants
of the railvoad trafic snd will be
|8t ornament to the park.”

I In 1927 exuemsive repairs and Te-
newals were made to the present
bridge, including the addition of
conerete walls along the top auter
pdges for prptection of workmen,
and in 1032 the
siructures were placed atop of
Dridge fof the ig:armns of
tension eleciviolty wires for

iron caﬁemar&
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Vlrglnlans

Histormns and Chuarch Offie-|
B ials Collaborate in Fine
Service

mms CITES FACTS

Rev, William I,  Cooper
Lauds Men Whe Died
,‘ For Freedom

.“\’Mmbers of the nursing staff of |
| the Memorial Hospital, and Sonss

the American Revolution, par- |
ﬂiﬂﬁnted in the memorial church |

hickon' Valley Historical Society,
| 'Gra.oe Evangelical Lutheran |
'eh  officers, at the latter

tngton's army, who were slain
dfp And.rw Wuo&s barn—which
- on the site of Grace Church '
-i—v%nthenlghtolbecember 19th, |

| A brief story of the alfair, which
appeared in the printed programs,
buted at the service, reads as

#gn Ifm:emﬁer 18,1977, Oaptain
Andrew Catheart of the 17th Light
goons  of thugl g:i-xgsh Army,
oecnnying e of Phila-
i, with a squadron of men,

men of Lee’s V!tglhla Legion, on
8 road at an outpost  about
ur miles from the City. This
 at Scott’s lane and Ridze ave-

down seven of the Continentals.
‘The others retreated in the direc-
fion of Valley Porge, where the
‘main force of the Ameriean Army
‘had recently established their win-
ter hesdguarters. Toward nightfall
they took refuge in the barn

owned by Andrew Wood, at what
[«la now Ridge and RO;bomugh ave-
‘in Roxborough, which

| nues, far- |

arranged by the Wissa-|"

 |stars, And below fhe floor of the

eoumge and patriotism of the Vir-

} kmsi who b:a:gite the ﬁhterrfble
rdships entailed in g

e R Gl o 1

States of Ameﬂca might come into |

ax&stence I

The apeaker suggested that the
families of the patriotgemust have,

s lof Grace Chureh, eulogized

shared in their sacrifice. “It was'
a dark Christmas for those Virgin-
la homes,” he sald, “darker than
'they knew, for news traveled slow-"
ly in those days." Washinglon, as

nead of the army at Valley Forge,.

and Brigadier GenerSl  Peters
Muhlenberg, @ Lutheran pastor:
[then at Valley Forge in command
(ol the Virginia line, were mention--
€d by Mr, Cooper as warthy éx-

amples of service and sacrifice tor
whom the rank and file of the

suffering army would look up.
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Autumn Along
' the
Wissahi‘c'kon

Who is there who has not felt
that magnetic, half mysterious at-
tragtion  to visit the Wissahickon
hills and woodland when autumn
parades there, brusihing the sky
with deep vivid banners of color?
We go down winding leafy roads,
pasi long files of silver birehes into
the valley with its own loveliness
ineffable against a dark back-
ground; down till we see the waters
of the Wissahickon lying complac-
ently, like a broken niirror whose
fragments reflect on the earth the
colors of the sky. From out of
depths sdumbral spring the grace-
ful arches of bridges, curving
while, gaping as gold leaves spin
|down the valley, eurving overheyl
and dropping down Iike a surteas-
ing rain of color, Oyclopean shad-
ows reach great tenacles into the
hills, grasping the lowland into its
dark maw; out of its magle, stark
fox grape vines b suspended,
gatlanded In a rich loveliness, like
Bedoutn tents pitched in the night
on s final bivouse with strange
campfire flames béckoning the

ereek is Imlaid thick with pat!neu

of bright gold and precious stones

of carbihcle and amethyst variety.
The sun bursts in & pyrotechnic

djsplny of light; hlne-phrple tme

trunks leap skyward

monies o Ioi‘éd hgm nt
the dusky forest, from between g [
gantie primitive black arches,
Great shadows aa.t.her under ﬂiﬁ
and seﬁow maple le&vw' g‘ﬁthdf as
if for worship and impatiently dark-
enlns and smouldering and spresd-
ing in dim obscurity through the

wood,
A strange bird flles thraigh

this
primal grove scréeching, and the

sun is gone. All about is & green-
‘isH-purple light. The sky peers
through the {rees with an Bm
wrinkled face. Afar the clahg of

2 weodsman's ax rings like & cath-
edml bell tolling.

There is the smell of fresh split
wood, but the clang of we
cease; about us the woods are lying
still, drinking {s with eye and ear
the beauty of the wilderness of
the wild hills that lay btirned and
blistered and frost bitten, far as the
éye can see, with silence '
over them, nporth, west, south;
throbbing as it were, like some vast
alembic of molten metal.

H. W. P.
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Of“WlssFuckon He'rm;ts

Most frequenters of the wtsmhickau
Valey are acquainted with the story
of John Kelplus and his band of het-
miits, witlh thelr strange beliefs and
practices. Kelpius. who came {0 Amer-
Jdea when guite a young man died Iy
‘his 36th year snd then the group of
men who lived along the banks of the
Wissshickon disintegrated.

The lust of the hermits of whom any

‘rellaple information can be obtdained

15 John Beelig, He was, probably a Ger-.

mian, and was 26 years of age when he
landed in this ecountry with Kelpius,
in 1684,

He appears to have cnjoyed in a high
degree; the confldence of his distin-
guished leader, and is often mentioned

i (he Latin Journal which was written |

by Kelpius. He also corresponded with
his friends abroad, and one of his let-
ﬂers in German is preserved in n manu-
mlpt letter-book. '

. Beelig ocosalonally wrote on the subs
jmh of mystic divinlty, for In a Jetter
ta a Mr, Momfort, Kelplus, when te-
ferring to the “Reformation and Revo-
lutions in this last Age,” says: “As my
‘beloved brothers and faithful fellow-
pilgrim in the Wilderness state, Seelig
itath written."

From the duta which is avallable,

‘this scribe s disposed to the belief that

- was an ascetic of the first water,

u: the applicatien may be permitted,

Efid whs 4 bellever in Boshme's Teu-
tenle Mysticism; for the Ohronicles of
Ephrals stite that after the death or
Kelpiue, when many of the Society |

c;u'c.hed himsell In rough, course
germents and avelded (he Tellowship
of men; and among his liverary tress-
Mfes were no less than ten of Jacob
wehme's books, The probabiliby, thiere-

el remalned glong the banks of
Wissahickon with another Pletist,
thing, and such others as were not’
ne  with the charms of the
5 who lived in nearby Roxbor-

anged upon Nim, and the desire of
Hls soul was ol satisfied, he was led
& remove from the valley's rugged hills
u ‘bho vlclmty of kind friends in Rox-
f s‘lus ls rendered very probable from
fradition which Horutlo Gates Jones
. from a very aged lady, whose
v life was passed near the creek,
il Seelig, the Hermit, lived for some
years and died on the farm of Willlam
e m::z. the oldest son of Wigard Le-
g, Roxborough's first settler.

The same lady safd that the Levering
e was in a valley in the rear of
pmou; Leverington  Cemetery.

Auriled, Seclig kept true to his prinol- |

is, thut when hls mentor died—
eh 18 supposed fo huve been in 1708

' and Germantown: until as years,

i

It.he Ridge, when the Rittenhouses, Hol-

What the precise relationship which
existed between Levering and the her-
it will never he known, but It was
a close and intimate friendship. The
ascquaintance was doubtless Tormed at
the period of Kelpius' settlement along |

gates and Leverings were about the
| only residents of Roxborough, and the
hermit was probably assisted and vis-
ited by Willlam Levering. It is known
definitely that they were close friends
in 1735. It was in that year on the |
17th of September, that Seelig made
his will. It began as follows: "I, John
Beelig, of Roxborough, in the county of
Philadelphia, Gentleman, belng in good
health of body and mind, do make this
my last will and testument."

The most of his estate he be-
gueathed to “my friend, Willlam Lever-
ing, Sen'r, of Roxborough.” The pre-
sumption therefore is, that at the time
the hermit was lving either at Lever- |,
ing's house, or on his farm. His death
ti=s recorded in the family Bible of
Wigard Levering in the following
words: “John Sealy, Hermit, died April
26, 1745, aged T7 years."

As Mr. Levering was his legatee and
executor, he nc doubt superintended
the funeral of his aged friend, and al-
though there is nothing to prove the
fact, it is very likely that his remeins
were buried in the Levering family lot,
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Livezeys in
' Family Reuhien

Plymouth  Meeting eescenm
of Thomas Livezey, ploneer of the
Society of Friends, who settled in
this country more than two cen-
turies ago, joined in family re-
union on the gro of the Waln
Street Meeting, corner of Waln and
Unity streets, Philadelphia, Sun-
day, when a Willlam Penn oak was
planted in memory of the sturdy
ancesuors,

The graves of Thomas Livezey
and his son are in the old burial
ground. Thomas Livezey was the
first of this name to come to Amer-
ica. He and his son Ilanded in
Philadelphia in 1681, the year prior
to Penn's arrival. Livezey was a
farmer and he selected the fertile
soll at (len Fern, near Valley|
Green, along the Wissahickon,
where he purchased 500 acres.

The old Livezey house still stands

-"]

there along Wissahickon Drive,|

Somewhat neglected after :z:!ua.r:qy4

years of unoecupancy, it is reached
by a winding and rocky path which
branches off ffom Walnut lane. It
bears the name of the pioneer, and
is known as Livezey lane. The an=
nual gathering of the family were
formerly held there, and the Cen-
tury Wheelmen used the old housé
as its headguarters for some years

Livezey lane i5 so negiected at
present as fo be impassable except

in dry weather, and it has been||
decided to hold the reunion atb the

Waln Street Meeting house.

Among the local descendants is
Miss Helen Livezey, of Plymouth

where the previous February, Wigard
Levering, the pioneer, had been in-
terred. This graveyard, which occupled
the ground in the rear of the old Rox-
borough Baptist Church is now a patt|
of Leverington Cemetery, and Is beau-
tifully located on an elevated knoll
which affords n view of Germantown
and the romantic valley of the W!m-
hickon,

Of Conrad Matthlas, who has m.-_
quently been deslpnated as the last of

| the hermits, nothing is really known,

He, too, aceording to John Fanning
Watson, died in 1745 - - the year of See-
lig’s death, but Watson's authority for
this statement is not given.

The hermits who were undoubtedly
plous and devoted men p d awny,
one by one. They sought refuge among
the rocks and vales of Penn's woods,
preferring the dangers of the ocean, the
exposure of savages, the wants and
trisls incident to exclusion from so-
ciety, to the pieasures of soclal inter-
course, that they might become better
fitted to enter upon “the Divine Life." |
They dreamed of the millentum dawn,
and it has probably ‘come true, but not
on this earth as they fancled, a:ml
though thalr names are almost forgot-
ten here, i€ i amektly hoped That they

will be found on the Great Book of

m.te. .o
SCCAFP

| Assoclatlen, and Mr,

| Meeting, a direcy descendant. who
|more than two centuries ago.

horo, one of the de:scandaut:s,

(Fairmount Park, is matrled to a

resides in a Livezey home erected
Miss
Livezey was secretary of the family|
associntion for g period of 15 years,
but these annual gatherings were

discontinued during the Wonrd
War,
Charles Harper S8mith, of Hat-

has
collected the genealogical

af the family here and in Eng
Alan Corson, chief engineer cf

Livezey, who is a descendant ﬂf
Thomas, the pioneer,

Charles Francis Jenkins, former
president of the Germantown his-
torical Boclety, as well as Robeson
Le. Perot, the present president,
are both Livezey's. In fact many
noted Philadelphisns claim  elther
direct or collateral descent ﬁ'qm
the original Thomas. Mrs. G
Lorimer, who was Sarah Moss, i5 a
Livezey, |

One of the most unusual
about the family i5 the way it has
spread, over the whole Unifed
States, Records show that there is
no State in the Union which does
not have some descgndants  of
Thomas Livmw‘y in its borders: Tn-|
dlann has s 'own Livezey faumnily
Smith has|
Agured umr there are ‘fromy: %I},ﬂbe
Lo 20,000 living descendant.ﬁi"‘
of them, ure in California and’ the/
Biute of wmmsbon

e

O




Qevatin Telogpotl
1951 M
Wissahickon Valley

Museum

g —————

BY A. C. CHADWICE, JR.

Up the Wissahickon Drive, midway
between Gypsy lane and the New Mem-
oriul Bridge at Henry avenue, there is a.
triangular streteh of lawn, with a back-
ground of thickly intertwined under..
brush;, which the older Park Guards often-
term “The Jungle This cleared apace
whs once covered by a building known
A8 the Muple Springs Hotol, ‘

The structure was erecled shortly after
the Civil War, with thober that had
Deen used in n soldiers hospital, that
“stood neur the Town Hall, in German-
The geninl hosg of this inn, bore the
palar faaily veme of Swith, His par.
cnts, #8 iy 5 custom, when children are
bory, gave to him a baptismal wppell-
jatfon: that of Jesepl, Bur thne ln it
Vmgreh  saw this saime Joseph Smith re-
veive another cognomen, which the old
bresidents of [his secting still remember.
(A% proprietor of the Maple Springs Ho-
(el e was more fawmillarly called “Rookty™
'Bmith,

He obtained this name and attracted
great throngs to his inn  threogh his
propenkity for fushioning animals, hinds,
furmiture, and bric.abrue out of the roots

rees gud vines,
1' Smith wis a solf-faught seolptor, and
8 natural Jack-of-all-trades and mechan.
Yiclan. The hers of our tale was firsg dis-
teavered in the depths of a mine in the
(brisk mining town of Ashiaml,” His mis. |
ision theres was to-teach the colliers the |
Ibenedicent influences of Art, “Seq this
twisted luurel pool™ he would say, lee- |
turing to u group of blackened tniners
oyee & eircle of “glosses all 'round.”

“To your uninstrueted eyes it appears
9 mere shapeless snag; but turn it over |
give o hiteh to its tail, and jork ts head,
et the light fall on these glass bewds I
Ibiyve inserted to form ita eved, aud you
thave the original demon of the Coal Mine
(o which you are all -slaves,” And the
Iecturer would conelude by singing o
snateh of some Plutonic stanza abony
“Down in o coal-mine, underneath the
Zround.”

The figures in his senlptuve gallery,
sngniented by bis daily industey, grew to
:hﬂ fn enormous museum, Every olijrer
in the aniionl kingdom, every possible
,lﬁn}, reptile or quadruped, together with
Ahe whole grew of demonology was rep-
|f§:qg§nled or envicnlured in the collection.
. Weéll known characters, political or
ﬁ:{iﬂien‘riﬂﬂ aleny fannd thelr representntions
@ his impgripl pallary of statuesd, hy =m0 1
me

ans Martered In Che matler of 1ikeness.
ﬁm- eatth prominent ohjeel the inventar
i his Jooular aneedale or Tegend, Cori.
itios fron the mines, and ysterions.
(Moking bas relicfs in hnrd eonl, tesem-
g By phian idols of hasalt. were addad
ta the series, .
ot Yoo prond o prop his artistic pa-,
ooy wWith o prieticn] busis of trads, this
Phidins of the mowntaing kept o honse of
Anment; he seay always ceady tor
1 o and hue :.‘ i

lqtenca iinparially. WHen e collesth i
had swelled to many hundeeds, the geni-
s found his sphere among the colliers
Lan eontracted. Fmerging from the mines,
he maved eastward with all his Inurels
to the valley of the Wissahickon, and es-
tablishad himself as the unrivaled nriist
and landled of Maple Spring, He con-

verteidl this Taeal heateler into o Kl ob|
Prospero’s grotio. ANl the imps.and fa-
miiliars of the Bluck Art seem to have
eongregated around his person,

Ty have sean him in the midst of his

demonine congress say old-timers, was
tn have appreciated the witehos' Sabbatl
of Faust. One would ask for the pro-
prictor, and with some little scremony
the Barman wonld Lhe to the
mysierions crentor of so many phantas
wal existences standing thors for you o
ook at him curiously.

"Father” Smith, as the oolliers yeed
to eall him, was a personnge of ihenlei

e years, all excepi his hyir \vhivh|
nitinued to be young each Chrlstmaos, He
B 0 compact, -getive man, wirh flexible
ds and a quizzical fnee thatehed over
superb collection of dark locks, ns
ssy and serpentine as his own hunches
. laurel roots,

| The museum info which he introduced
Ly was simply a gallery of twisled
Eidiooden monstrosities, dug up-out of the,
,gvﬂd laurel thickets of Pennsylvanis and |
Saryland. In every guurled root or com.!
plicated branch, the prolific funcy of the
Erliat saw a goblin or a caricature, TLop.
ping the offshoots here and there, motim!-
ing the specimen, and brightening it up
Iwith' “a lick of varnish,” the senseless
wond was chauged into form of art. As a
‘,r.t‘ﬁu[t of this singular industry, contin.
L Bl over many yeurs, the inn wos crowd -
&l with dn infinity of the <frangest freg.
tares 1 reptiles in groups and kuors, feht-
ing nr embracing, ov eoiled in dlnmlers |
birds un the nest, squirrels” and wood. |
tortoises, with many g queer animal |
which It would require & new Adam to|
name. squirmed  and  writhed over l]wI
wills and shelves, ’

lend Wiy

There were Iurge mirror-frames  eom-
posed entirely of thp droaping necks and |
tapering heads of suukes ; others seemed
like' families of birds' pesta, out of which
the cinning eyes of brooding  hen-birds
were lifted,

Ti the mibdst sway (e fumily porteait
gullery of Hin Batanic Mujosty 1 Mr. and
Mrs. Beelzebub, with the reigning prinoes’
of their dynasty in China, Tudis, Mexico
and Afrien;, were set up in the most me.

I curate likeness, and the most appalling
ahnndmme. Of ench hero the propristor;
new the inmost history, the most diseped-
italile Story, and often, taking a figure in
his bhand, he would make it tury, snd
jumyp and hide aod run, in illusteation of
the praper point of his leeturo,

On a baleony. around the outside of the
building, the inexhaustible irtisan made
A greaf serios of stalned Gothic windows,

Uingenously patehed up out of e jooted
fragments of colore] slass and the yviesw
from Hiose casements commimled g sin.
gular system of (terrnces, fountainsg eas.

| tades, rockworks, Inbyrinths sl Aowar.
£ heds, laid ent on the slope of the Lill, by
the same tiroless gonins. It was little

Wonder that “Rooty” Smith firmly he-
lieyed and openly boasted that his mu-!
setttn was the most marvelons affafe o

wotld, and sincerely folt
ount Park Commission, in
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Ehrubs
OF

HE ancients be-
1 Heved that there
| were goda in the
Py woods, and at
™M times our fancy

{ would have
i think thet they
were right.

Start out late
some aftarnoon
from the corner of
Chestnut and Sem-
inole ave, in
Chestnut Hill, and
and take the path
that leads by the
sglde of Highland
B i %;'o;:nk dg»;‘nk to
% A ssahickeon
‘Creek. The air will be sweet with
{the scent of many woodland plants.
‘The western sun will be slanting
Ahrough the trees, making patterns
of soft light on' the mossy ground.
The sunlight will lis like silver on
the surface of the broolt. And every-
where will bo the Pan-like music of
the cardinal. It is at such times and
in such places that we best under-
@tand the polythelsm of classical

gy,
 Through this green haunt the Wag-
ner Free Institute pf Belence, 17th st
‘and Montgomery av,, of which Carl
er {8 director, has mapped out a
re Trail hike, with George B.
a8  mature authority, The
i ofin prints descriptions of thes
Weekly hiles so that all who wish
ean follow the Trails using the ar

Iﬁ‘# guide, i b
wo  familiar trees stand on each!
of the path just where it branches

eslnut  av, The study
‘hikke begine with these. The one on
_thae left is a maple. The other is a
~white mulberry (Morus alba), native
to China, often seen here in oultiva-
‘Gion. It was first brought to this
counfry in the interests of the silk
Andustry, for this is the tree on the
Jesves of which the sillk worm feeds.
- After walking just a few feot down
&he path, the hiker will see that two
Kinds of plants seem fo have crowded

t all others. One Is a coarse wesed
‘Beveral foct high, the gout or bishop
L (Acgopodium podograria), and

jewel
h If the
" oot Atam of the latter is placed
_ink the fluid will be drawn
to the lenves, glving to the
t color. : these
weeds grows the Swest Cleely
hiza longistylis), a familiar|
with dull green leaves often
with purple and brown and
clusters of tany ‘;mta nowerf&a
A an te bushes
continually un

WISSAHICKON BANK|
| Nature Trail Leads Down Slope

| Covered With Wild and Colorful

TREES

us

SWEET
CICELY

showing the route followed in

this week's nature hike, from

Map
Chestnut ‘snd Seminole avs., Chestnut Hill, down to Wissahickon Creel.
Drawings oif poms of the flowers and plants encountered in the jaunt

are also shown,

Compound leaves,
Siray weeds and wild flowera are |

seen at intervals along the path. One
of them i5 the tall yellow-flowered
horse balm or rich weed (Collingonia

\canadensis), named after Peter Col-

linson, an Tnglish ecorrespondent of
our early botanisl, John Bartram. An-
other is the yellow violet (Vicla sea-
brimuscula). Here is the white bane
berry or doil's eyes (Actaen alba), a
bushy woods plant with round white
berry-like fruits with one black dot on
each. The wild geranium will be rec-
ognized by its deeply-cut leaves spot-
ted with brown or white and its five-
pétalled pink or light purple flowers.
It is also called the cranesbill (Ger-
anium maculatom).

The Indian turnip or Jack-in-the-|

pulpit (Arizsaema triphyllum) with its
spathe was until recently very com-

monly seen here. But many of them |

have been torn up by unthinking peo-
ple and the dried stalks can be seen
now along the way. The bulb of this
pla.it dis edible whe}n boiled, but un-
cooked is exceedingly peppery.

A lover of damp shady places Is
the day flower (Commelina virginica),
a ribbon-leaved plant with blue or
light violet flowers. It is named after

cagpar Commelin, an early Dutch
botanist. The Indian cucumber Me.
deols virginica)- is one of the most
eagily recognized. Its leaves are light
smr-ffrgm ¢ stem In two

ane

|
fiower enciosed in a striped hood or| DroWwn bed with spiotches

"“\-w—-—*:—— :
la berries. The root tasfes likke eu=
gumber and was relished by the In-

dia’i‘[;:é path i eontinually dﬁwnh_il_l

until it veaches the level of the Wis-
gahickon. ; :
point it meets Highland Brook, a small
stream  which falls musically over
rounded stones and many a T
tree, 2 th
branches dipping in the cool waters.
Finally the Wissahickon I8, seen
through the trunks of native hemlocks
and on its shadowed surface are mir
yorad the trees that line the banlk.
After the dense woods of maples,
oaks, tulip trees, birches and
the Trail comes to a grove

up

: 1. £ hemlocks. Their

|almost entirely o oo N i
of green
row in shel-
itered places, chiefly the boulder fern

meedles have made the
{from the moss, Ferns gro

and the lady fern.

ath goes u e -and
Here the p g pgrad F

'along the slope above the
lf!teﬁ a few hundred feet it co
lonce more to mixed w wi

fow scatterad hemlocks.

Jeaved viburnum, aldera|

ter of maple-le :&3‘7"- § Snisats)
Themas Mill ro and iurns

iy bacle to the left procesding

‘and other similar

'lshgrpl :
ATt ot

About half way to that

Law shrubs bend over it, their|

|
In actdﬂ-}
|

!




of Endless Sm‘pnae
For Botanists

LOCK 1S WONDER

lecidology, a Branch Re-
search, Provided for Visi-

tors to the Region
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" “Erdenheim”

Was Home of
Race Horses

First American-Bred Equine)
to Win English Derby Was

Reared on Wissahickon .
WELCH WAS OWNER,

(Native ‘and ‘Arabian Steeds
y Crossed to Produce |

Cavalry Mounts

With the daily papers beecoming
more crowded esch passing week,
wilh the doings of herses; such as
“Cavaleade” and his like, and also
lwith the deeds of jockeys. horse-
racing appears to be staging 4
“eome-back.”

And old vesidents, of this area
are prone io go reminiscensing
alopg these lines. Whenever they
do, mors then likely “Erdenheim’
will ereep info the couversation.

The name Erdenheim was given
ta an estate, mear Chestnut Hil
along the Wissahickon Creek:. by
Johann George Hocker, a wealthy
nalive of Wurttemberg, who sel-
tled in the npeighborhood In 1751,
Its translation means “Earthly
Home".

Erdenheim became ndtable as 3
stoek farm for some of the most
ffamots Ameriean horses, when the!
place was owned hy Avistides
Wﬁ‘l{'.h, whp had bought the prop-
~1861. On the Jand he erect-
' 23 ge stables, pne of Lhem

tier for l:i.le
record-breaking
“Leamington”, (wice wizmer of ﬂul_
Chester Cup, in England, came to'
Erderheln in 18680, Sir, B, W, Gam-u
cron being givéh  $1i000 tor the
duise, by Welch, Most ‘el Leant-]
LN’ [aluous progeity were born
AW g, ot o Le  deasil,
10 Loid, M, WO, wds Durieg og tha
LWL,

anobhee hu:‘se-:;r:we al E}:dmt—
neo, was thot of *Mageie B, BT
Wi dtin o Uhreglois | whose q.nﬂ
WS CLeduungion . CIroguidesT Wil
e By Siecienn bitd and prtee-

Akl oy, horse Wwowin the Elnghsi

Werby: Llerrs  Loprdlaed plathnased
CLPOGUOET To WEel dad \.zw.mel
bt the Derby of 1881 and (e
Ghiestinib il horae wan  the cods
Lest,

Many prominent Horsemen vmit-&
el Medenoeim when Welch uvmea
the place, including ameong ‘them
Fresident U, S, Grant, August Bel-|
mont, William Astor auti Pierre
Lorriiarl.

Weich sold Erdenheim in 1882 fo
Commodore Norman W. Bistson, Gf -
8l Paul, Minnesota, for $135,000
Kittson greatly ilmproved the ﬁqm}

He

and crected sdditional stables.
eenstructed thiee tracks for racing,
one a mile in  lenglh, another =@
balf-mile, and the third being ops-
gighth of a mile around, The
| Westerner spent money lavishly m
lmpmvlng ¥rdenheim, cne projaat
heitg the eréciion of a stone briggs
acress.the Wissahickon, for pﬂmm
use.

Kittson went in for mueh experi-
menting, in attempts to produce a
superior breed of horse for the
United States Cavalry service, his
plan being to combine the blood of
the wild horse of the Ameriean
prafries with that of an Ardiian
horse descended from one whicly
the Sultan of Turkey hud presented
Lo Presldent Grant. A handsomé,
hardy, breed of animal was
result, bul they proved to be
expensive for army avaﬂabﬂitm )

" Kittson expired in 1888, and for
‘some years thereaftey there was
mijch litigation ‘among his heirs as
tus the ownership of Erdenhelm,
Finally, i 1868, Robert N. Carson
' bough! the farm from the Kiftson
| estate for $165,000. He maintaned
the stéek farm and spent more
than $100.000 on Wm
After his death, in 1907, Carson’s
will disclosed his desire to hﬁg
Erdenhelin becowse  fhe site of

school for ghtls, shmilar to the :lpa-
ptitution for boys, familiar a8

Girard Callege. Carson Colicge ha#
aslnes been established fhege,.




Bti'agﬂme at Mouth of Wissa-
~ hickon Has Tnterest-
~ ing History

NAMED COLONY CASTLE

|
Men of Nlustrious Families'
~ on Organization’s Roll |
U ‘of Members |

m Lime to time people with
{or inquiring into the history
¢ locality, ask: abgut the
State in achnxlkillndr‘gh{?g (ilah
w Iaoaﬁad At A usia, along
Delaware, which at one time in
; existence had headguarlers in
olony Gastle, the old building at
the mouth of the Wissahickon
m now occupied by the Phila-
deiphia Canoe Club.

~_One such person nmd?L inquiﬂis
W the old building quite recent-
ly, and In searching through old
records the following facts were
ated. which are well worth

ving.
5 'mlnAmuoilmthatme
ate in Schuylkill decided to move
ay from the banks of +he
ill, to its present location.
y had &t various tinies,
ses  farther down  the

At the tima the Btate in Schuyl-
kill mw&d away, the structure had
fall decay and it appeared
15 ¢ historie pile was doomed,
m been decided that the
experise of repair would be 50 cost-
1y that it would be cheaper to raze

.
| People residing in the neighbor-
hood he:mr:ﬁa that the old fishing
‘elub was aboul to disband and in
teﬁlﬁaﬂdn of this erroneous rumor,
W. Worrell Wagner, then sceretary
of the famed old ciub, said:

“We do not, intend to disband thi
ﬁh!n m Schuylkill; on the othe
to continue 1§

it with us."
~ Both the club and the old build
neg  have Interesting histories
h date back to the early day
our country—the elnb havin|
n organized in 1732, five year
svevious Lo the old Beefsteak Cluk
London, which oftentimes is re
red to as the oldest social clui
world,

bﬁﬁdmswum o!thaﬁrs:
them?htzy It wa

lim'is, and a score or other mem
fa.migiar in the early history o&‘

country, Were among )
Iounders of the Stahe in Schuylki
tand their portreits sdorned the
walls of the old club house.

Among the membership of this
-c]ub were many of those who for-
'merly belonged to the Old Fort,
“St. Davids." a similar fishing or-
ganization at the Falls, which was
located ja_;lst north of present
|stone bridge of the R Rafl- |
way. Previous to this Jocality he-
fing known as the Falls of Schuyl-
[kin it was known as “Sl. David,”
Furt “8aint David's" finglly merged
linto the “State in Sehuylkill"
| But to return to the State in
{Bchuylkill Club. 'The house at the
\canﬂuence of the Schuylkill and
»Wis.sahickon was in 1902 surround- |
led by 2 high board fence, which
|separated it from the onee populat!
Rlversiﬂe Mansion, and was looked

‘upon 'with much curiosity, as very |
few local residents seemed to know
to whom it belonged, for ::Jt;h::u.lghl
a family, named Smith, acted as|
caretakers and lived In & for many |
years, it was only on special oe-
casions that other persons were
=zeen to frequent it. ’

A fireplace which would do Jus-
tice to the art of an anclent Dutch
architect stood in the dining room.

Over ene of the doors of this
im there was)the curious inserip-
0N

i “Let No One Bear Beyond
This Threshhold Hence
p Words Uttered

Here
I Friendly Goﬁﬁdencs."

Everything about the glub house
| was exceedingly plain. The floovs
{were berelt df carpet and the tables
‘made of bare pine wood.

But the fare, when the elub met,
(was most sumptious, and many a
'ﬂ&hbrblledintheoldﬂlﬂrhm-
| place, and many a yarn spun and
nipa smoked around its cheerful
| During the early days of the ciup

e ¥5 0
above the old grist mill, where

f
[

ithere formerly existed a forebay or
bm!mce the grounds were full of
'grand ol
full of
But the race has long since been
filled up and the encroachments of
the nearby iron works, combined

trees and the race was

. and! protecuon of m
i n (= blﬁhud in the State, i
The founders assumed the right

of eminent domain over woods,
vicinity

ner, who, for this favor was ditbbec
by the club Baron Warner, and
received annually three frash
the first of the saeson tortheﬂ;m_i
When the Revolution was brought'
to a successiul termination and
‘colonjes became the United 8
the fishing club adopted
constitution, planned after the
drawn up  for the Union,
a%t%olmdm Baron  Isaac Warner,
a g him Chief Wamgp
the Castle instead. &
The Castle buill in 1747 h&d :ﬁﬂd
come In the course ol years d
and inconve ent and it
gln.cad_ in 182 by 2 new
Wilt at an expense of a.bout ma
This  bullding remained at
Egglesﬂeld until 1322 before which
time the work of huf! the dam
at Falrmount and the obd.rm‘tiqn—
to the navigation of the Schuylkiil |
rendered it necessary to remove the
|domain of the State from its an-
cient. boundam ries - ‘
In 1 the clu realizing that
the Castle was at an inconvenient
distance from the homes of _'_'

of its members, leased fri

F:l‘iih Uozﬁmiglnn the olﬁ i

at the mouth of the Wm;;m
in Fairmount Park, and gave it th

gb;: o:l tr;ne Colony, and held |
rnate L

and up until lﬂﬁ‘%‘ hm

fﬁn the DeIa.warsi
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Penn Valley Five
or Ten Years Hence

Modern Homes, Fine Roads,
Community Activities Are
Pictured.

Have you stopped to consider the
Penn Valley of five or ten years hence?
‘We will be an old community then, the
home of fine residenices and beautiful
estates. Our population should be seve
eral thousand and we should be as dis-
tinctive as Merion or Haverford—more
distinctive, let us hope. We shall have
broad and well-paved highways lined
with mature flowering fruit trees which
will make Penn Valley the mecca of
all who love the beauties of “out of
doors” particularly during the flower-
ing season in early spring.

Bryn Mawr Avenue, which we now
view with mingled feelings of pride
and concern, will be a main artery of
travel from the westerly suburbs to
northern Philadelphia, although it will
not carry much heavy trafic, It will
be lined with lovely homes and will be
beautifully planted. State Road will
be a wide well-paved road and will
probably carry considerable heavy
trofRe: Phe new Siate Baglovard
Valley Eorge will be open, let us hope,
providifg us Penn Valleyites with
through and quick traffic possibilities
to the heart of the city. Viaducts over
Belmont Avenue and City Line will
mean entrance to the now newly paved
West River Drive within five minutes
from our homes. Ten or fifteen min-
utes to City Hall should be the regu-
lar program.

On either side this boulevard will
be lined with fine homes and the whole
arca, from State Road to the River,
will be Class A residential country,
The crossroads—Woodbine, Gulph and
Hagys Ford—will run through to the
River. Of course the township dump
and the piggeries will long since have
given away to the march of modern
Progress.

Ten years from now we shall have
built our Community House with its
swimming poel and social halls,. We
shall also have our Penn Valley Golf
Club down on the heights near the
River. Our own golf, less than five
minutes from our doorsteps — how
many would like that in the near fu-
ture? Perhaps there may be a flying
field nearby and certainly the Associa-
tion will make every effort to con-
tinue the lovely woodsey roads and
trails which now make horseback
riding in Penn Valley such a jow.
Transportation will come slowly,
which is as most of us will wish it.
The railroads and trolleys will never
reach Penn Valley, but time we
shall have our bus lines,

i

in

And lastly, in much less than ten
years, the Penn Valley News will be
published regularly by Mr. Livingston
as one of his chain of suburban papers.

Dr. and Mrs. W. 5. Hargett spent
their vacation this July in Canada and
Vermont,

The log cabin, built about 1683 for Katherine Thomas and family,
one of the first Welsh homes in our Penn Valley district.

This pencil sketch was drawn by the artist, Mr. Jonathan Jones, one
of her descendants, by a description given him many years ago by his

father of the original log cabin.

Many of the early Friends' marriages took place in this cabin before
the erection of the Merion Meeting House in 1695,
Sketch given through the kindness of Mrs, Laura Lee Jones.

Early Days—When Penn

Valley Was

Penn’s Valley

The Colonial and Revolutionary his-
tory of the Penn Valley district will in-
terest all of those who naw live in that
portion of Lower Merion Township.

Traditions, contents of old deeds,
local landmarks and lives of the early
settlers should make us love the great
trees, hills and valleys, running brooks,
birds and fauna of Penn Valley.

At the corner of Montgomery Ave-
nue and Woodbine Avenue the Colo-
nial Dames have placed a stone in-
scribed: “On this and adjacent ground,
Washington's Army encamped Sep-
tember 14, 1777 This event took
place after their retreat from the Bat-
tle of the Brandywine to Valley Forge.

The old house on the Montgomery
School property is referred to as Penn
Hall and Penn Cottage.

Thomas Penn-Gaskill, a great-great-
great-grandson  of William  Penn,
owned the property in 1846, In his
will he calls himself of Ballvmaloe,
County Cork, I'reland, and Penn Hall,
Montgomery County.

Thomas' widow, Mary, in 1832, first
month thirty-first, gave a reception
and dinner to Granwville John Penn, a
lineal descendant of William Penn, an
Englishman wsiting friends in this
country. Having invited him to dine
with her at her residence. the beautiful
Penn Cottage, also the family of Peter
Penan-Gaskill and his children, all the
descendants of William The
whole entertainment was conducted in
a very elegant and expensive manner.
It was now 169 years since their ances-
tor came to this favored land—then a
wilderness. And though few in num-
bers there were present in that parlor
the descendants of William Penn by
each of his wives.

Penn.

There were also present descendants
of the first President of Councils, first
Governor, first Speaker of the First

Legislative Assembly, James Logan,
the ySecretary of Willlam Penn, The
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, also An-
thony Morris, the first Mayor of Phila-
delphia.

The portion of the Penn Valley of
special interest to us is the 61214 acres
of the southern part of Penn Valley
deed to John ap Thomas, which was
the northern part of the Welsh tract
consisting of 2500 acres between City
Line west of Montgomery Avenue,
MecClenaghans Mill Road, Montgom-
ery School Line, Righters Mill Road,
North of Mary Waters Road, to the
Schuylkill River, south to City Line.

September 16 and 17, 1681, William
Penn deeded to seventeen Welshmen—
John ap Thomas and Dr. Edwin Jones,
Trustees—5000 acres of land in Penn-

sylvania for a consideration of 100

pounds, Hali of this land was sur-
veyed above Philadelphia and was
known as the Welsh tract. John ap

Thomas died in Wales, but his wife,
Katharine, sons and daughters settled
1683 in the Welsh tract and the
612%4 acres deeded to them was called
“Gelli Yr Cochiad™—"the grove of the
red partridge,” and to this day the

in

song of the “"Bob White” is heard in |

the meadows and clearings.

Our  illustration the Katharine
Thomas cabin, built before 1683, was
drawn many vears ago by one of our
oldest The artist, Mr.
Jonathan Jones, was given the design
by father who remembered the
before it was removed for the
present modern building.

This cabin was located on the Wal-
ter Joues farm, east of State Road and
north of Mary Waters Ford Road.

The western half of the John ap
Thomas plantation, 303 acres, since
1851, was the Magee farm, and the
eastérn half ran from State Road and

of

inhabitants.

his
cahin
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'Phone Listings

Many Penn Valley residents
arranged last spring to have
their 'phones listed both in the
suburban and Philadelphia diree-
tories as Penn Valley., [f wvou
have not done so already, you
should write the Bell Telephone
Company office in  Ardmore
asking for this change in listing,

With the growing importance
and recognition of our commir-
nity, the condition will seon
arise that a listing under auny

other designation than Penn Val-
lev will confuse and mislead
those who use the '‘phone book.

Treasurer’s Report

After giving careful study to the
regular needs of the Association it ap-
pears that for the yvear 1930-31 $2500
will be required to continue the work
which has already been started,

So far we have received from about
fifty members §1608.50, and have spent
as follows:

Y 2 LT SIS S o $608.10
TR i s b venssrertstirmebesvns - 3RDI00
PP e B 199,95
Miscellaneous ........oiveiinnne 130.43
Organization Weork ... 20840

‘i

$1486.88 '

This leaves a balance in_the ac-
count of $121.62,

These requirements appear to be
conservative, and in view of the fact
that the work which has already been
accomplished could not have heen done
with the mioney at hand if it had not
been for the co-operation of the officers
and members who did considerable on
their awn initiative,

That Women's Club

So far as the Executive Committee
knows there has been no move as yet
towards the formation of a women's
organization, Now that we are all
back from vacation, wou't the ladies
pleasge try to get together?

It would solve a lot of Penn Valley
problems—particularly it would relieve
the committee of worry over the re-
freshments at the association meetings.
If someone or some two or three will
just indicate a willingness to call a
“get together” meeting for some after-
the commiittee will be glad to
send out natices,

noon

The Autumn Meeting

At B P. M. on Tuesday, October 14,
we hold our fall meeting at the Mont-
gomery  School. be brief
reports by your officers and Mr, Peter
C. Hess, our Township Treasurer, will
give us a deseription of Township mat-
ters.  Light refreshments will follow.

I’lease try and be present,

There will

Mr. and Mrs. E. Burke Wilford,
Sally and Edward spent the summer
at  Whitefield, New FHampshire, at
Spalding lnn,
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